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momentous importance shall be ce upon it, and also upon those
brougit forth for the consideration | who build it up.For it cometh to

Df the Saints; but I do not think we
will receive anything additional to
what we have al obtained in
Lhis form until we have manifested
R suitable appreciation of that which
has already been given to us. This
record and the revelations of Jesus
Uhrist generally have been given
for the perusal of the people, that
they may reflect upon them, upon
she principles that they make man-
fest, upon the law of God, that the
aw may be written in their hearts,
And that they may be men and wo-
nen of understanding, It must be
leasing, however, to every n
¥ho is interested in this great work,
» see that there is a fresh impetus
I this direction. The Saints are
iving more attention to what God
as revealed for our acceptance and
hat is contained in the records
at have been given to this Church.
believe this spirit will increase, be-
use when the minds of the people
> bent in that direction, their ap-
etites for the things of God are in-
eased and they desire more, which
ball accordingly be given them.
How clearly is the condition of the
#itions of the earth to-day depicted
L this book! It is stated, near to the
otation which I first made, that in
ese latter days God would create a
2at division among the people,that
€ wicked would destroy the wick-
There is a question on a subject
At is clearly described in this re-
rd that is drawing the attention of
1@ ablest minds of the age. It is an
fluence that is shaking’the govern-
jents and nationg of the earth from
intre to circumference—I refer now
 the ‘‘secret societies” that are fill-
2 the heads of governments with
ar, that commit all kinds of diabol-
| depredations among the nations,
id that are even threatening their

| have but to

that wnoso buildeth it up,seeketh to
overthrow the freedom of all lands,
nations and countries; and it bring-
eth to gmas the destruction of all
people, for it is built up by the devil
who is the father of all lies; even
that same liar who beguiled outr first
parents; yea, even that same liar
who hath caused man to commit
murder from the beginning; who
hath hardened the hearts of men,
that they have murdered the
phets, and stoned them, and east’
them out from the beginning.” Now
here isa prophecy. There i no
ambiguity in referencer to these
words. This prophet is speaking as
if he were speaking face to face with’
those who would be living in this
day, and he tells them to beware of
these things, and we witness the
fulfilment of his words, for such
things are among the nations of the
earth to-day and are spreading ev.
erywhere and causing anxiety and
fear to take hold of the hearts of the
people.

These predictions and many oth-
ers that are receiving a literal veri-
fication establish the inspiration and
genuineness of this record, which
was brought forth by the instru-
mentality of Joseph Smith to this
generation. It is an inspired record
and contains within itself the evi-
dences of its authenticity. Men
ive this subject an un- {
prejudiced investigation, consider-
Ing it upon its merits to come to
that conclusion.  Although people

pro-| it can be listened to us a voice of a

 Holy Spirit.
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cultivate the spirit of the living
God, which leads to righteousness.
Every sentiment of our hearts that
leads to good is planted there by the
living God, and that whieh leads to
evil is placed there by the adversary
of our souls. There are but two
sources, one of light and one of dark-
ness. 'I'he Holy Ghost, the 8pirit of
God, is given to us to ecultivate in
our hearts as a well of water spring-
ing up to everlasting life. It can be
80 cultivated in & human being that

familiar friend, in every time of diffi-
culty and trial. Its voice is known
and distinguished as a woice of
friendship, for that spirit is the

friend of every Saint who
cultivates its acquaintance. It
is a searcher, a deep searcher,

of the metives by which men and
women are inspired. If we merely
have an outward semblance of right~|
eousness and our motives within are
not of the @ character they
should be, that spirit ‘will depart
from us, leaving us in greater dark-
ness than before we possessed the
This Chureh is a bro-
therhood or it is nothing. It is a
unity; it is the highest phase of
communism and individualism com-
bined. It cultivates man to perfee-
tion as a social and individual being.
It meets the legitimate wants and
aspirations of every class of human-
ity.

I pray that the power of God may
increase in the midst of the people
from the head to the feet, through-
out the whole of the body religious,

may not be willing to admit that it
is of divine origin, that it is an in-
spired record, they surely cannot, at
least, set aside the facts which it
enunciates.

Let us, then, who belongz to this
great Church—the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints—prize

ry existence. These societies,
: are inspired by a desire to
dw  off every kind of legal re-
raint, exist, in some form or ano-
8r, in almost every nation under
qaven, and especially in those na-
yus claiming to be civilized. Per-
} s t(;liﬂ is what is meant by the
bt division among the .
|i8 subject was hrﬂugght upm
3 mind of Moroni, the last man in
icse custody the oplates from
ich this record was translated
re, and who was so highly privi-
ed as to hide them up in the hill
imorah, where they were fouund
the Prophet Joseph Smith, in
Is age, being directed to obtain
ym by the angelof tha Tard. Tt
s & habit with Moroni,while mak-
g the closing portion of this record,
discourse upon the subject mat- |
¥, to speak with the peoples of the
th who would live in this day in
(tich you and I are living as if he
Pke to them'face to face,as one man
paks with another, and warn them
he evila that would exist amon
m and the destruction tha
Id fall upon their heads. He
» called upon them, by the voice
oropheey, to repent of their sins
#l accept of the plan of redemp-
2, that they might be saved In
8 kingdom of the Father Per-
P8 it would be interesting to you,
@ sidering the nature of the times
@wwviich we live, to draw your at-
#tion to what he (Moroni) says
put this very condition te which
ghointed by the spirit of prophecy,a
filition that was to exisl in the
in which welive. You will find
D 588. He is now address-
¢ the Gentiles who would "be liv-
o8 when this book would be brought
ih, and the work of the Father
gpmenced Hear his words: “*And
gatsoever nation shall uphold such
Eel combinations, to get power
J gain, until they shall spread out
Jr the mnation, behold, they shall
$lestroyed, for the Lord will not
ger that the blood of his Saints,
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fich shall be shed by them, shall
ifys cry unto him from ihe
and for vengeance upon them,
yet he avenge them not. Where-
b O ye Gentiles, it is wisdom in
that these things" should be
¥ untoyou,that thereby ye may |
s@nt of your sins, and suffer not
| & these murderous combinations
‘§! get above you, which are built
% o get power and gain, and the
k, yea, even the work of destruc-
come upon yoii, yea, even the
rd of the just ce of the Eternal
shall fall upon_ you, to your
throw and destruction, if .ye
1§ suffer these things to I{e
tHerefor the Lord commandeth
when ye shall see these things
among you, that ye shall
ke to a sense of your awful situ-
1y because of this secret combi-
un which shall be among you, or
be unto it, because of the blood
em who have been siain; for'
p ery from the dust for veuns

=

| cause of the

shall be less worshipping of the

are different

aggrandizement—the building u

that which God has given to us for
our instruetion and edification, and
let us not treat them as things that
are of no moment. We live in a
great day, the greatest of all ages,
the greatest of all dispensations. It
is a great privilege to be associated
with 8o noble a work as that with
which we are connected, and I be-
lieve that the time will soon eome
when this Church will go forth
clear, purified by the agencies which
God will bring to bear upon it for
that purpose. I expect to see the
time come when the hypocrite in
Zion shall tremble, being afraid be-
power of God that shall
be in the midst of the people who
will be living as they should live. 1
expect to see the day when there

of this world, which wins the hearts
of many people from the worship of
the true and living God. There is a
sin which God has denounced in
every age; it is the sun of idolatry.
In ancient times, when people were
less cultured than they are now they
bowed themselves down before blocks
of wood and stone and golden calves
and worshipped at such shrines,

god | which we live; that we may see

and that we may be=uccessful in u
rooting evils that are manifested in
our midst as' a community or as in-
dividuals, God has revealed the
laws and principles for the purifica-
tion of His Chur¢ch. They are con-
tained in His statute books—in the
Book of Mormon, in the Doctrine
and Covenants, containing the reve--
Iations of Jesus Christ, and in this
Bible. The Lord tells us we are to
deal with all things according
to the laws of His Chureh.
We know what these things are;
they are contained in these books to
which I refer. Then I say that the
law of God and the power of God
will ultimately correct every evil
existing in'the Church of Christ, for
it must ultimately become reé,

T NEWS

and those who will not purify them-
selves will, sooner or later, be cast
off from the body-religious, as not
of that kind of material to be used in
the building np of the glorious king-
dom of our Heavenly Father.

I gray that we may be continually
awake to the signs of the times in

|

the importance of every one attend-
ing to his and her daties, according
fo the sphere in which each moves; |
and that we may be on the alert,
avoiding everthing that is evil, ‘is
my desire, in the name of Jesus
Christ.. Amen. '
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prostrating the powers that God had
riven them before that which was
umb and unintelligent. But there
forms of idolatry.
Whatever a person uses his powers
mos=t to accomplish is that which he
worships. If a man exercise the
gifts that God has given him exclu-
sively in pursuing the object of Helf;
0
<elf, to all intents and purposes that
individual is an_idolater before the
shrine of mammon. God isa jealous
God and He wills not that any of
His people should have any other
God than Him. l.et the poor and
the meek be lifted up in their hearts
and reguice before God, for He hath
them in remembrance, and let these
who truckle to position and 10
wealth beware, for the Lord will not|
sufler it long. Let the hand of fel-
lowship be extended to him who is
cast down, that he may be comfort-
ed, Surround him with a halo of
love and friendship, and Jet him
know that he is not forgotten, and
the Lord will remember those who
act this brotherly part. [ am re-
minded sometimes of the weakness
of humanity, when called to the
scemes of death which sometimes
visit us. We are called to the
funeral of some man, some Elder in
[srael, or some sister or friend who
has departed this life, and, O, how
we love lodwell upon their good |
qualities, to speak of their gooduess
and to cast the vail of undiscerning
charity over their faults, We should
not walt until our brethren and sis-
ters are seized with the chill hand
of death, and their bodies are about
to be laid in the cold tomb, to recog-
nize the good points in their charac-
ters. We should manifest a little of
that appreciation while we are sur-
roynded by themy, This course would

be much more gonsistent, L@t ne!

|

CONFERENCE.

" Saturday and Sundayy 19th and
20th March. ' 1

President J, D. T. MeAllister pre-|
siding. - |

There were present: President
Wilford Woodruff;, Brigham Young,
Francis M. Lyman and John Henry
Smith of the Twelve Apostles; H.
Herriman and Jacob Gates of the
First Seven Presidents of Seventies;
also Elder Geo. Teasdale, President
of Juab Stake.

FEach Ward of the Stake was re-
presented by its Bishop, except Vir-
gen City, which was represented by
Bishop’s Counselor, as the Bishop
was too ill to attend.

The speakers on Saturday in their |
order were President Woodrufl, Pres-
ident McAllister, President Thomas
J. Jones, Bishop Wm. A. Bring-
lwrst, of "Toquerwille; Bishop (Chas.
N. Smith, $ Roekville; Bishop R.
Knell, of Pinto; Bishop Luke Sy-
phus, of Panaeca; Bishop Thomas S.
I'erry, of Hebron; Bishop Kdward
Bunker, of Bunkersville; Bishop
Marios - Insign, of Santa Clara;
Bishop William  H. Braneh,
Mesquit; President Woodruff
again;  Bishop Joseph S. Hunts-|
man, of Gunlock; Bishep W. D.
Pace of Harmony; Bishop W. W,
Roundy, - of Kanarra; Counselor L.
W, Beebe, of Virgen City, and
Apostle Brigham Young.

‘TPhe reports of the representatives
of Wards were designedly brief, but
quite expressive of a good state of
faith and works.

As it was desirable to afford the
Aposlles what timme we could dur-
ing Conference, to administer the
word of God, we interspersed our
writlen reports of the organizations
of the Stake betwegn the werbal re-
ports of i’-ﬁ.#ﬂﬁ- ' |
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- On this day also we presented the
general and local authorities of the
Church.,

At 9 o’elock on Sunday morning
we convened in Priesthood meeting,
where the Twelve, present, together
with Bro. McAllister,ordained threc
Higzh Priests and set them apart, to-
gether with ten others to various

callings and appuintments in the

Stake. After this Apostles Smith
and Woodrufl gave us soul-refresh-

ing mstruetion.

On Sinday morning at half-past
10 the C'onference sassembled. g‘?ﬁ
speakers during’ the morning and
afterndon meetines weve fo the fol-
lowing order: Apostles’ F. M. Ly-
man and J.'H. Smith; the President
of the Stake; Elder Geo, Teasdale;
Apostle Bricham Youne and’ Presi-
denf Woodrufl: Prest. D, D. M¢Ar-
thur bearing his testimony, ' '

Benediction by Patriaréch Wm. Q.
Perkins.

The subjects most dwelt upon by

the speakers were the law of tithing:
the duties, res

nsibilities, pow
privileges snd bledsfiigs of LI} whe
{ faithfully bear the hood of the

Almighty; the sacrament of the
Lord’s Supper; the necessity of the
youth of both sexes preparing them-
selves by faith, prayer, study and
gbod works to bear off the work of
God, at present resting upon the
ghoulders of their parents; theWord
of Wisdom; the duty of the Saints to
80 prepare themselves in temporal
things that they shall not fall when
Babylon the Great falls; the duties
and obligations resting upon us as

P- | holding the keys of salvation for

ourselves, for the living and the
dead, as saviors uypon Mount Zion;
these and other subjects were dwelt
'ﬂrnn under a free flow of God’s

oly Spirit, admonishing, but com-
forting, blessing and edifying the
large concourse of people assembled
from the twenty settlements com-
posing this ~take of Zion.

We have had no such gathering
of the people since the annual con-
ference of the Church held in St.
George in April, 1877.

The testimony of the Spirit ac:
companied the administrations of
the word of the T.ord through His
servanis. We are instructed, we
arerefreshed, we are blessed, and
pray thaf such blessings may abound
to ail Israel,

| JAamEs G. BLEAK,

Jlerk St. George Stake.
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[For the DESErRET NEWE.
A VISION AND ITS VERIFICA-

TION.

BY J. AVBs

Now that Nussia, on account of
laie events in that noted empire, is
the prominent subject of thought in
the minds of the publie, an incident
im the life of one of ilsformer rulers,
Paul I, may be of general interest,
IKmperor Paal 1 ascended the throne
of Russia on the 16th of November
98, but while yet merely a Gl‘a.n(i
Duke and under the title of Count
Von Norden, he made a tour of Eu-

rope, and eame in his rambles also to {

the city of Bruxelles;in Belgium,
It was here that 6n the 10thof Jauly,
1782, before a small eompany, he re-
Iated the following re.markﬂi}lﬂ Vi-
sion:

“One evening, or night.rather,”
says the Dukey I took a stroll with
Kurakin and a couple of attendants,
through the sireets of St. Peters-
burg. I'be object was to see the city
in the beauliful moonlight. The
weather was mild and pleasant, and
the days had just commenced grow-
ing longer. We were gay and happy,
and thought liftle of any grave or
supernatural things. On the con-
trary, Kurakin made some very
merry remarks aboat the s by.
An aitendant went on ahead, while
Kurakin was close behind me,  fol-
lowed by the other attendant at some
distance. The moonlight was so
bright that a person could havé read
a letter by it; and the shadows were
long and strongly marked. Turning
a corner | suddenly discovered
in the recess of a door, a tall, slender
person enwrapjed like a Spaniard in
a large wide cloak, with his military
cap drawn down over his eyes. He
seemed to be waiting for somebody,
and as =oon as we had passed him
he stepped forward, and without
saying a word or  saluting  anyone,
placed himself by my left side. 1
was unable to see his features, but
his steps had a strange clang which
can only be likened to the sound
produced by the siriking of two
stones together, HIis conduct as-
tonished me, and it seemed as if the
gide that turned towards him be-
came cold, A shudder ran thmueh
me, and turning to Kurakiy, . je

| marked:

|

“It is a stran
have got here.”
. “What companion?” asked Kura-

in.

“He who is walking on my left;
his steps are certainly loud enough.”

Kurakin was astonished at what I
said, and assured me that he could
see no person to the left of me.

“What, Kurakin, don’t you see
the man with the eloak, who is
walking between me and the wall?”

“You are touching the wall your-
self, your Highness; there is mo
}'m:,m for anyone between you and
b. Fi i)l ;

I reached forth, and really felt the
stene wall, but still the man was
there, and with his hammer steps
was keeping time with myself., I
observ him closely, and
discovered under  the  pull-
ed down cap a burning eye,

ge mmpaninn we

' to which I never before or after have

|

|

seen the like, and which was' fixed

|on me with such a strong
wver; 1hint ¥ boul Kok avold 1y fns

uence,
C“RKurakin® said I,°*it3is impossible
for me to explain how I feel, but
this is very s g _ |

I trembled, not from fear, but
from eold which more and
more through my whole system,and
at last reached the heart. [ ecannot
describe my mood; the blood ' eeased
rolling through my veins. Sudden-
ly I heard through the cloak that
covered the mouth of the figure, a
hollowy, melancholy ' voice 3
“Paul!”*What do you want?”said I,
involuntarily, but repressed by a se-
cret power. 2

“Paul!” was fhe call once more,
and this time it sounded more sor-
rnwfu{llthau ever. rd o

I did not say a word, but stopped.
Calling me by name a third 'tmde,
he suddenly made a stop and said:

“Paul, poor Paul, poor Prince.”

““Do you hear?” said I to Kurakin
who had also stopped.

“How, gracious Lord? I hear noth-
ing at all; and you?™

I heard it, for the plaintive voice
still soun in my ear. Finally I
made up my mind to ask the mys-
tic being who he was, and what be

“Poor Paul! Who am I? I am
one who is interested im your fate.
What I want? I want you mot %o
fix your mind too much on-this
world, for you shall  not
remain long in it. Live a righteous
life, and you will die in peace; be not
heedless to the voice of your con-

g

science, for scruples are the soul’s
everest pain!’

He then resumed his walking
while the eye that continued to rest
on me seemed as if it would fall
from its very socket. A few minutes
before I felt obliged to follow his
movement and stop; now I had to
do the same and proceed.

He spoke no more to me, and I for
my part did not feel inclined to break
thesilence,but followed him instinet-
ively. ' Thus we went along, side by
sitde, for more than an hour witheut
my knowing where it led to. Kura-
kin and the two attendants were
highly astonished. At last we ap-

roached ' the large open place be-
ween Neva Bridge and the Senate
building. My companion
towards a certain spot on the square,
and T followed him; once more he

g
¢ by! Paul,”he said,*hereand
other places you will see me again.”

His cap was then raised a little,
entirely itself, but in a manner as
if he had touched it, and 1 ecould
plainly see his features. I instinct
ively retreated one step, for it was
the sharp eagle eye, brown forehead
and austere smile of my lprogenﬂior
Peter the Great. Before I recove
from my surprise, he was gone. But
on the same spot Empress Catha-
rine afterward raised the beauti-
ful statue which soon became
an object of admiration to the whole
of Europe.”

Nineteen years after this, on the
23d of Mareh, 1801, Paul [ died a
violent death at the hands of assas-
sing; and it may perhaps be needless
to add that durin= the latter part of
his life, he seemed entirely to have
forgotten the timely warning given
him oy his illustrious anceslor,
Peter the Great.

A

The British government has taken
mensures tointerrupt the steamer
Awitralia before she reaches New
York, and arrest Coleman, implicat-
ed in the Mansion House explosion,

The Berlin police authorities issued
on Saturday orders for the expulsion,
under tlie Soecialist Jaw, of eighteen
personsy. hcloding six impris tied
for four meonths, charged with Liyg

gon, buf wn wera bHberated
sday.,




