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HISTORY OF yosephJOSEPHJOSEPH
B JUNEufa 1844

thethe filofollowingwingang letters were aisoalao written
i nauvoo june 1844

to his excellency gov ford
sicsirsin triouthoughblihil I1 have not the honorbonor of aaj

personalersonal acacquaintance with youyon 1 take the
filiberty of statingstaling to you that I1 arrived heiehrc
from the cityclycay anew york about aryearaty ear since
where I1 Vwabwasas ea aged in the practice of medi-
cine for manymany fivarsyears that gen smiths letter
to you of this dateate has been read inin my hear-
inginding thatthe statements contained therein inin
retarefarelationtion to the proceedings of the municipal I1

authorities for the removal of the press whencecherice 1

issueda scandalous sheet entitled the I1 nauvoo
Eexpositor 1 are correct having been an eye
aand eanear witness of them

the whole affair was conducted by the city
marshal and his posse in the most quiet and
orderly marincilmannermarinpiliel without the least noise riot
or tumult and whenn the nuisance was abateabated

i they immediately retired and were dismissed i1

having been a boarderboardenboarderindeninJn gen smithssmitha fainifarni 1

ly for more than nine months and having
therefore had abundant opportunities of con-
templatingtemplating his character and observing his i

conductconducts I1 have concluding to give you a few
of myin impressions of him

oengen joseph smith is naturally a man of
strong mental powers and is possessed of much

i energy and decision of character great penepenel 1

tration arid a profound knowledge of human i

nature he is a man of calm judgment en j

barged viewsview s and is eminently distinguished by
his love of justice ilehe is kind and obliging
generous and benevolent sociable and cheerfulche reul
and is possessed of a mind of a contemplative
and reflective character he is honest frank I1

fearless and independent and as free from 1

dissimulation as any man to be found
but it is in the gentle chantinachant leaiea of domestic

life as the tendertemer and affectionate husband and
parent the warm and sympathizing friend

J that the prominent traits of his character are
revealed and his heart is felt to be keenly alive

A itoto the kindest and softest emotions of which hu-
man nature is susceptible and I1 feel assured
that his family and friendafriends formed one of the
greatest consolations to him while the vialaoala of
wrath were poured upon his head spilewhile hlahia

I1 footsteps were pursued by malicedailee and envy
and reproach and blanderslander were strewed inin his
path as well as during numerous and cruel
persecutions and severe and protracted

A 1 ings in chains and loathsome prisons for wor
i shipping godgod according1I to the dictatesdicta tebtea of his

I1 own conscience
he is a tru elover of his country and a

bright and shining example of integrity and
moral excellence in all thetbt relations of life
As a religious teacher as well aaas a man hebe is
greatly beloved by this peoplecople it is almost
superfluous to add that tthefierie numerous ridicu-
lous1 and scandalous reports in circulation re-
spectingspecting him have not the least foundation in
truth

i in haste I1 have the honorbonor to be your excel
i lenceslencys mostkioast obedient and humble servant

johsJOHNJOHNMM BERNHISEL 11

city of nauvoo june 1844
honorable gov thomas ford

being a stranger in the city of nauvoo but
fully acquainted with the facts as stated in
gen smiths letterietter of june I1 asbertassert that
they are true in everyever particular and that the
press in the mindmindssoof allali1 unprejudiced11 people

1 was a nuisance 0of the worst character and1

that the authorities acted perfectly proper inill
i destroyings it I1 and in accomplishing the act

there was no noise tumult or riotnot feermeerr
more having remained for a few weeks at
gen smiths house I1 think it my duty to state
that I1 have seen nothing in his deportment but
what is correct in all tibhibhis domestic relations
being a kind husband and an affectionate fa

atherther and all hisbis affairs both domestic and onoll i
cial have not only been free from censure but

I1 praiseworthy and ought to be imitated by
everevery one ddesirous afpf hodgood order and peace
Yours birsir most obediently f

J R WAKEFIELD MD 11

post office nauvoo 1111iiilii
1june I11844 5

hishlahia Excelleexcellencyneynev thamas ford
dearsirlsirisir I addresaddris this letter to your

excellency ayiyby thette hand of mrmi S jainejames in
onequence of thee difficulties now exiexlexistingstin inin

tuisis in which I1 have hainohad no
concern aniand fearing aaas I1 no that illin the midst
of an excitement so great as I1 have understood
now exists in this countycounticount- i say understood

ivorliarlorfor it is by leporreport only that I1 ccmin speak there
myclay be attempts made to prejudice your mind
itosto0 take sotsomee measures of a violent character
ahatat may seseriouslyasly addedaffect the citizens of this
liaceblaceace and injureini

1
ure innocent andind unoffending per

konguongonsong which I am satisfied would grieve your

excellency as wellweil as every other thinking
and humane man

There have for a length of time difficulties
existed between a number of the citizens of
this place which kept increasing one of the
parties had recourse to the warsaw signal as
a medium through which they communicate
their difficultiesdifficulties to the world those produc-
tions were inflammatory to a high degree and
the party thus assailed charged the matter aaas
libeilbejoesJoBs and highlyI1 abusive to6 these exposures
responses appeared inin the papers of this place
charging the matter aaas beinbeing false and the au-
thors aas retainersdetainersdefadeta meriainers and slanderslandererserbers

things continued thus until a paper was es-
tablished in this place called the nauvoo ex-
positor the first number of this paper made
its appearance and it wagvas inflammatory and
abusive to an extreme this raised the ex-
citementcit ement to a degree beyond control and threat-
ened serious consequences

at thisthin particular juncture all the authori-
ties of the city feeling a common interest in
the peace and quiet of the place and fearing
the worst consequences must follow if some
thing were not done the city council met and
took the matter into consideration and afterafeei
deliberating on the subject and examining the
charter camecrime to the conclusion to hazard all
the consequences of0 declaring the press a nui-
sance and accordingly ordered its removal
the city marshal in obedience to this order
went and removed the prepa and destroyed it
this was done without tumult or didisorderorder
when the press was destroyed all returned
home and everything has been perfectly quiet
ever since

within the last three days warrants have
I1 been issued from a justice of the peace in
carthage calling for the bodies of the persons
wbwho0 destroyed the press the officer having
the matter illlilin charge refuses the persons a hear-
ing

bear-
ing before any other justice of the peace than
tilthee one issuing the warrants with this demand
they refused to comcomplyy as there is a large as-
sembly of persons assembled at carthage
making threats of violence and thethey aaysay and

II11I1 harenohave no doubt verilverllverily believe that by going
otherethere their lives will bee in danger and from
the intelliintelligenceence I1 received last evening
from a pepersonreon no way connected with the aaf-
fair and one of undoubted veracity I1 must
think so myself this gentleman informs me
that he has been in carthage since monday
last at the land sales and he heard threaten
ings by the persons assembled there that if
theycitey could get into nauvoo that they would
murder indiscriminately and those who want-
ed to escape must leave this your excellen-
cy will abhor as I1 do

the citizens of this county who do not re-
side in nauvoo and those of other counties
have indeed no interest of a personal kindbind at
stake in this matter there arearc no persons dis-
turbing them nor a going to do BOgo and this
great excitement does savor of something else
tometo me than a regardateward for the laws why not letiet
the parties as in all other cases of the hindbind
settle their difficulties as the laws of the coun-
try in such cases have provided

have the citizens of nauvoo ever interfered
with cases of difficulty existing in other parts
of the county held public meetings to inflame
the publicalic mind in favor of one party and pre-
judicejudiac e it against the other party mortmoet as-
suredly they have not why thenmen must the citi-
zens of thithiss place be scourgedurged with such at-
tempts

if the citizens of hancock want the suprem-
acy of the laws maintained let these tumults
ous assemblies disperse and let the civil off-
icers if resisted do asaa in other cases call for
aid instead of assembling in advance and theothey
call for persons to be brought into their midst
as88 prisonersboners amidst threats and insults

from the confidence I1 have in your excel
lences superior intelligence and boand discre-
tion I1 doubt not but your Excelexcellencylepey will ar-
rive at just conclusions when the matter is sub-
mitted to your consideration as I1 understand
it is about being

I1 callcan see no neneeded for executive interference
in this case but disdisperseperse all uncalled for as-
sembliessem blies and let tthiethiae laws have thetheir regularirregular
course which they can havhave itif these assem-
blies will disperse itif not I1 fear the conse
quen ces

I1 send this to your excellency asall confidential
as I1 wish not to take any part in the affair or
be known in it I1

with consideration of high regard I1 am
dear sirsil your excellences most obedient ser-
vantva ii t SIDNEY RIGDON 11

I1 read the doings of the city council to dr
wakefield andind gavea bihimmaa volume of the times
and seabonseasonssr aboutbout 4 pm I1 rode out with
dr Berribernibernhiselbisel pleaspleasantnt and warm day to
wardawardia night some clouds

A lirmr norton was tried before esq aaronaaton
johnson JP on a charge of birinfiring11 fosters
printing office and acquitted

saturday la15 at home two brethren
came from limallma and said that col levi wil-
liams had demanded the arms belonging to the
cormonsmormonsMormons in that igeineighborhood they wished
my advice on the subject I1 told them that
when they cavegave up theirthem arms to give up their
ilveslives with them as deairasdear a possible

it is reported that a company of men were
constantly training at carthage mr john
af cane from warsaw said that several boxes
of arms hadbad arrived at warsaw from quincy
there was some considerable excitement but

i

expected they were going0 to waltwait the meeting

at carhacachacarthagee which was fixed for the middle of
weeknext week

the maid of iowa arrived at 2421 pm
while I1 was examining the paintingpa intine of death
on the pale horse 1 by benjamin west which
has been exhibiting in my reading room for the
last three days the maid had lost her
lighter which was loaded at the time with corn
and lumber it having0 broken in two on a anasnagg
in the iowa river

this morning samuel james started for
springfield to carry letters and papers to gov
ford concerning the destruction of the exposi-
tor press

about 7 pm I1 rode out with 0 P rock-
well

I1 received the following letter
fort madison june 1844

gen jospphjoseph smith
dear sir I1 have been informed that a

writ was issued against the steam ferry new
purchase for on tuesday last but
no such writ has been served or shown to me
and I1 am anxious to learn the facts of the case
if it is required I1 will pay with the
greatest of pleasure but I1 would dislike to have
cost to pay in addition I1 expect to visit this
place with my lipat at least once a week dur-
ing the season you will confer a favor on me
by informing me inin relation to the ordinances
regulating ac

itit has been rumored that the new purchase
was employed to convey to nauvoo allan armed
force to attack the citicitizensal ns in conncohnexien with
other companies on account of the late difficu-
lties at your place butbub ititisis not true I1 assure you
that the boat will not be employed in any un-
lawful enterprise and I1 further assure you that
there larlois no unkind feeling existing in our place
against the people of your place I1 remain

o irs with respect A LADD
captain of the new pugPuipurchasechabechase

gen joseph smith nauvoo 11

A conference was held at franklin michi-
gan present of the twelve W woodruff
and geo A smith elder geo A smith pre-
sided nine branbranchescilesclies were reprepresented com-
prising memmembersbersbeKs 8 eiderselders 5 priests 5
teachers and 3 deacons there were ordained
1 high priest 9 elders 2 priests and 1 deacon
under the haudahanda of elders AV woodruff geo
A smith and C C rich

sunday 16 1I preached at the stand at 10
am before I1 closed my remarks it rained se-
verely the following synopsis was reported
by elder thomas bullock whom I1 had trans-
ferred from the duties of clerk of the maid
of iowalowal to mymv office

THE GROVE EAST OF
rheTHE TEMPLE JUNE 16 18441944

prayer by bishop N KX whitney
choir eungsurg 1 mortalsNfort aisals awake 5

president joseph smith read the 3rdard chap of
revelations and took for hibhie text chap ath
verse and bath made us kineskings and priests un-
to god and hibhis father to him be glory and do-
minion foreverfor ever and ever amen

it iais altogether correct in the translation
now you know that afof late some malicious and
corrupt men have sprung up and apostatized
from the church of jesus christ of latter day
saint and they declare that the prophet be-
lieves in a plurality of gods and lo10 and behold
we have discovereddiscoverid a very great secret they
crcry the prophet says there are many gods
and this proves that liehe has fallen

II11 has been my intention for a long time to
takefake up this subject and lay it clearly before
the people and show what my faith is in rela-
tion to this interesting matter I1 have con-
templatedtemplated the bayingsaying of jesus luke 17 ch
26 v and as it was in the days of noah so
shall it be also in the days of the son of Afan 5

Aandnd if it rains ill preach this doctrine fortor the
truth ehallbealibebe preached

I1 will preach on the plurality of gods I1
have selected this text for that express purpurposep0 so
I1 wish to declare I1 have alalwaysaysi and tn all
congregations when I1 have ppreachedreached on the
gubesubesubjectct of the deity it has been thetile plurality
of gods it has been preached by the elderaelders
fifteen years

I1 have always declared god to be a distinct
personage1

jedusjesus christ a separate and distinct
personage from god the father and that the
holy ghost was a distinct personage and a
spirit and these three constitute three distinct
personages and three gods ifit this is in ac-
cordancecordance with the new tewtestamentam ent lo10 and be-
hold we have three gods anyhow and they
are plural and who can contradict it

ourofir text says and hall midemudemnrudeide ugus kingskinga and
priests unto god and his father the apoi
ties have discovered that there were gods
above for paul saysalys god was the father cfof
our lord jebusjesus christ my object was to
preach the scriptures and preach the doctrine
they contain there being a god above the
father of our lord jesjesus christ I1 am bold
to declare I1 have taught all the strong doc-
trines publicly and always teach stronger doc-
trines in public than in pinprivateratevate

john was one of the men and the apostles
declare they we remade kings and priests unto
god the father of our lord jesus chris it
reads just so in the revelations hence the
doctrine of a plurality of gods is as prominent
in the bible as any other doctrine it ieis all
over

i
the face of the bible it stands beyond be

ppowerpowenow of bontiocontroversyversy a wayfaring inmana n ththoughou gh
a fool needreed not err therein

paul saysbays there are gods many and lorblords
many I1 want to set it forth in a plain and
simple manner but to us there isia but one god

that is13 pertainfag to us and he is13 in all and
throughh all but if joseph smith saysays there
are godsgoda many and lords manymanay they cry
away with him crucify him crucify himhira 1

mankind verily saygay that the scriptures areara
with them search the scriptures for they
testify of things that these apostates would
gravelygravgras ely pronounce blasphemy paul if joseph
smith is a blasphemer you are I1 say therathere
are gods many and lords many but to us only
one and we are to be in subjection to that one
and no man can limit the bounds or the eternal
existence of eternal time hath he beheld the
eternal world and isis he authorized to saypay that
there is only one god ilehe makesmakei himself aa
fool if behe thinks or sayssas so and there is19 arendan end
of his career or progress in knowledge liehe can-
not obtain all knowledge for he has sealed up
the gate to it

some say I1 do not interpret the scriptures
the same as they do they say it means the
heathens gods paul says there arearc gogodsds
many and lords mamanyi and that makes a plu-
rality of gods inin spite of the whims of all
men without a revelation I1 am nonot going to
give them the knowledge of the god of heas en
you know and I1 testify that paulpanl had no allu-
sion to the heathen godsgo is I1 have it from god
and get over it if you can I1 have a1 witnessB
of the holy ghost and a testimony that paul
had no allusion to the heathen gods in the text
I1 will show from the hebrew bible that I1 am
correct and the first word shows of
gods and I1 want the apostates and learned
men to come here and prove to the contrary if
they can an unlearned boy must give youvou ia
little hebrew BeroBeros heitshelt baudau El ait
ausha mav eem aureita rendered by king
james translatortranslatorss in the beginning godgoa
created the heavens and the earth I1 want lo10

analyze the word betosBeroshoitheit rosh the head
a grammatical termination the baith was

not originally put there when the inspired mhanmanan
wrote it but it has been sincebince addedaddell bvby an old
jew barrau signifies to bring forth
is10 from the wordfeord eloi god in the singularlar
number and by th 0 word helmheim it renders
it gods it read first in the beginning the
head of the gods brought forth the gods or
as others have translated it the head of the
gods called the gods together I1 want to
show a little learning as well aaas other fools

deep or taste not the parlan sprinca
shallow drauaraudraughtsht intoxicate the brain
dutcut drinking deep willmill sober us again

all this confusion among professed translators
is for want of drinking another dracraightight

theile headbead god organized the heave Ns ard hebe
earth I1 defy all the learning in the world to
refute me in the beginning the heads of the
gods ororganizedgan iz ed the heavens and the earearthtb
now the 1learneda ned priest and the people rage
and the heathen imagine a vain thilthing if we
pursue the hebrew text further iiit reads
Beros heitbeit baudau elvheim ait

auraualtayaltal th-ethe head one of thevike godsgoda
kaidsaid let us make man in our own image I1
once asked a learned jew if the hebrew langan
age compels us to render all words endigend irginin
heim inin the plural why not renderrander the finstfirst
clotem plural95 he replied that isis the rule
with few exceptions but in this case it would
ruin the bible helle acknowledged iwasI1 was lightright
I1 came here to investigate thesthese things pre-
cisely as I1 believe it hearbear and judge fortor 5your-
selves

our-
selvess and itif youou go away satbatsatisfiedafie i wellbell and
good I1

1

in the very beginning the bible shows there
is13 a plurality of godsgos bbeyond the of
refutation it isis a great subject I1 am bwlld ell-
ing on the word ought to be inin thetha
papluralral all the way through gods thehe headsleads
off the gods appointed one godg-od for us and
when you take a viewview of the osubject it setsgets
one free to see all the beauty holiness and per-
fectionfaction of the godgodi all I1 want is to get thothe
simple naked truth and the whole truth

mahymany men say there is one god ththe fiherfather
the son and thetha holy ghost are only one gougoo
I1 say that isis a stranstrangee god anyhow hee in
one and one in three it isaigaisa curiocurlocuriousis oi01 a izaaal

tion potherfather I1 pray riotnot for the voi id but I1
pray for them which thou hasthost glenghen meine 1

holy father keep through thine oamcan haftle
those whom thou hast given dinrip that
they mamayy be one as vele areere all u e to be
crammed into one godgojgod according to ts sin
ism ltvitloitiouiduld make the biggest gocoe i ilit hebe
worldworld he would be a wonderfulwonderfid big giG i hebe
would be a giant or a monster I1 aiaaidAI r ieta
he text to yousonvon myselfmi selfseif 1I am agreed vu 6 1 hee

father and the fatherfattier is agreed with apn P aadand
weiv e are agreed as one the greek shows rtts

it should be agreed father I1 pray ftrfrr bhi in
which thou hasthist given weire out of the worldorldorid audand
nnotdott for abse alone but for themthein alsoaiso wh 4
shall believe on me thoughthrough their worwun waroar
thethey all may be agreed as thou I1 a b r art
agreed wittiwith me andarld I1 with thee that ihilk y alsoilso
may be agreed with LS and all come to uuvvcei

1 I1

iiiillin unity and in all the glory and earev r AS9 i g
barninburnings09 of the gode and then we ph 31 eper 03s
w e are beenseen andard be as our god andana p 9 ii1 is
father I1 want to reason a little enon h 9 sius b

eject I1 learlearlTedired it by translating the p vrr a
iaich is now in my noisehouse I1 arnedlearnedle a s
monymona concern ng abraham and he reason d
concenconcerningjing the god of heavenheltenhe iteniven in order to do
billithit saldsaid hph Sup we have two facts

that supposes another fact may exist twoto men
on the earth one wiskisr r than the other would
logically shori that another who is13 wiser than
tilthee wisest may exist exist ono
aboskloyee a mthr so60 that there 15 no eadend to thel


