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after the conclusion of a battlenow the argument of mr powers
tois lamedamein in this point he takes no
precise account of the length of the
interval between the conclusion of a
battle and the commencement of
rain nor does he show that the
interval Is less than it should be if
the battle had no influence in the
production of the rain and in par-
ticular hebe takes ao account of the
case unfavorable to his theory in
which rain follows a battle only
after a very long interval

some of the ewescases however
which may be cited where the ffait
ofofrainrain seems to have beenarve
by the discharge of cannon are wryry
striking during the siege of valen-
ciennes by the allied armies in
june 17981793 the weather which hadbad
been remarkably hot and dry be-
came violently rainy after the can
no commenced two hun-
dred pieces of heavy artillery were
employed in the attack and in
the defense of the city the whole
of which were frequently in action
at the same time

at the battle of dresden august
27 1813 the weather which for
some days had been serene and in-
tensely hot during the progress of
the battle suddenly changed vast
clouds filled the skies and soon the
surcharged moisture poured itself
in a torrent of rain at waterloo
according to Si borne the weather
during the morning of june 17
1815 had been oppressively hot
it was now a dead calm not
a leaf was stirring antand the
atmosphere was close to an
intolerable degree while a dark
heavy dense cloud impendedim over
the combatants the HuFi sars
were fully prepared and awaited
the command to charge when
brigade guns on the right com-
menced firing for the purpose of
breaking the order of the etiernys
advance the concussion seemed
instantly to rebound through the

atmosphere and communicate
like an electric spark with
I1ly charged massmaea above A violentkunderthundert clap burst forth which was
immediately followed by rain which
has never probably been exceeded
even in the tropics in a9 few

the ground became perfectly
saturated

Humboldfc says that when a vol-
cano bursts out in south america
during a dry season it sometimes
changes it into a rainy one itI1tigis
well known that in very hot calm
weather the burning of woods long
grass and other combustible ma-
terialsfis produces rain very exten-
sive fires in nova scotia are so gen-
erally followed by heavy floo is of
rain that there is ground for believ-
ing that the enormous pillars of
smoke have some share in produc-
ing themthein

captain jamesjamea allenalien acting sig-
nal officer of the war department
in reply to interrogatories recently
addressed to him regarding the pro-
babilitybabi lity of producing rainfain by arti-
ficial means saldsaid one fact would
seem to be easily admitted that an
attempt to explode gunpowder in
order to practically demonstrate theadvisability of attempts in rainmin pro-
duction should at first be made

r

after most careful consideration of
the atmospheric conditions for
example if these explosions should
be made in the center of a high
arearea as shown by our weather maps
or even after a low area has past
any point we may be absolutely
certain no rain will follow the
first experiments should be under-
taken to the southeast or east of a
low area and to miles from
the center

observing stations should be
established every 65 or 10 miles for

miles to ane eastward of the
ppoint0i of explosion if the ex plo
are made in a comparatively clear
sskyky and after that unmistakable
clouds are observed to the eastward
and not to the westward some con-
nection may be surmised it must
be saisailJ however that even if the
production of rainmin be practicable it
can only be for a very limited area
and it is believed that any benefit
which can possiblylaly arise from such
din can never amount to the ex-
pense of the enterprise

the opinion of captain allenalien is
similar to that of president H 0
russelaRuss elJ of the royal society of
nownew south wales contained in auan
anniversary address delivered in
1884 he says it would seem
unreasonable to look for the econom-
ical production of rain under ordin-
ary circumstances and our only
chance would be to take advantage
of a time when the atmosphere is iuin
the condition called unstable equili-
brium or when a cold currentburredt over
liesliea a warm one if under these
conditions we could set the warm
current moving upward and once
flowing into the cold one a con
siderable quantity of rain might fall
but this favorabletavorable condition seldom
exists in nature 12

the experiment of producing rain
by exploding dynamite is about to
be tried and the result will be
awaited with much interest scien-
tific american

A STRANGE DREAM

probably your numerous readers
may be somewhat interested in the
following strange dream I1 forward
it to you for publication thomas
cooper a master mechanic of kan-
sas

kan-
am city can boast of one of the
most thrilling experiences which
has ever fallen to the lot of any
man what great mystery lies be
hind hisbis remarkable adadventureventure will
probablybly never be known A box
filled with human bones rotted by
itsids long confinement in the earth
not more than two feet long and one
wide is now in coopersCo opere possession
on a table in his room is a similar
box in whichchicai lie several silver dol-
larsars of ancient date discolored and
stuck together and two small dia-
monds

dia-
mondemonds and several bite of gold
jewelry all these things go to con-
firmflrm coopers story as to the remark-
able manner in which a dream in-
fluencedfluen cedoed and controlled his actions

cooper was foreman of a gang olof
carpenters at work on the coates
house one morning hebe called the

i contractor on one sidegide and said fial1I
cant work today and would like to
be excused 1 why the
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matter tom waswae asked cooper
informed him that for three succes-
sive nights hebe had been trouttroubledled
with a dream which never varied
theme figure of a woman with a little
child in its arms would appeappearartoto
him and say go to westport
thence three fourths of a mile west
there you will 11findad a farmfarmhousehouses
and off to the right a tall tree DIbig
under said tree and you will fanifind
auan infants bones and that which
will reward you for your trouble

at first cooper said he thought
nothing of the dream but its singu-
lar repetition troubled him the
woman and chill appear-
ed three nights in the sampsame manner
and each time the the
same words so sad did they sound
that cooper said he seemed to hearbear
themathem all day while at work and hohe
was so troubled over the matter
that he determined to cast the bur-
den off his mind by following the
dream womanscomans directions getting
permission to quit work he started
out for westport

so clearly hadbad the womanweman de-
scribed the place that he recognized
the house at once he called and
borrowed a ophie on the pretencepredencepretence
that he wished to dig herbs he
then went to a tall tree off to the
right which answered the descrip-
tion given so vividly in his dreams
and there dug according to the in

given by the woman at
a depth of three and a half netfeet he
found a box filled with bones but
gothing else he returned home
somewhat satisfiedfied that some susuper-
natural

r N

power had controcontrolledmd
his actions but that very night
he was again troubled with the
dream for three nights more the
dream was again repeated to him
and at last he took another trip to
westport and again dug under the
same tree this time at the depth
of four feet he found another box
he opened it andaad to hisbis surprise
found 1550 in silver coin stuck

valued at 50 aud somegome bits of
jewelry of small value without
digging further he came back to the
city and now has the reliesrelics on ex-
hibitionhibi tion to all comers as a proof of
the truth of his queer vision somehome
people are prone to believe that
there is nothing of us left after
death to such I1 would seriously ask
what it was that prompted cooper
in his dreams fuller information
if desired can be obtained from mr
thomas cooper mechanic kansas
city mo DRDB JOHN COOK
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LAKElajca SHORE dec 15 1890

new york dec 26 an ex-
plosion occurredOC this morning in
the cartridge housebouse of the american
forcible powder company at lake
Sapa NNJJ two workmen
were killed instantly

cobourg out dec 26 while
returning from a dancing party
twenty two persons broke through
the leeice on ricebice lake all suc-
ceeded in getting out but many
were severely frozen and later miss
elsie johnson died


