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have been issued toin one day or at the
mostmoat two daysday after the canvassing
board declared the result the time be
ing ample now that considerably
more than that period hasbag elapsed
good cause exists for complaining of

unnecessary hence unlawful delay
the inconsistency of holding back

suchnob certificates will be easily recog-
nized when it is remembered that
itif the official on whom devolves
the duty orof issue bad been favorablelavor aole
to the officers elect and there bad
been a probability of contest hisbis
whole office force likely would
have been tumbling over itself in
the eagerness to retget the certificates
ready such promptness in disc nargharg

ing an official duty tola not to be com-
plained of but noDO just officer will go
to the other extreme when political
opponents are concerned but since
delay toIs complained of if an Inc iloa
tion to holdbold back lain discernible it toIs in
order for the county commissicommissioners to
take cognizance thereof and to see
that their order in pursuance of sub-
division 8 section 21 of the law of
april 14 the county government lawjaw I1

laIs carried out toin regard to the issue of
election certificates if on the other
handband there hasbum been noDO un
seasonable neglect toin this matter the

speedy coming forth of those certify
vatesoates will be acceptable evidence that
the many complaintscompla iuta of delay have
been made in undue baete

FA

one of the ordinances of the gospel
or requirements of the salutesaint the im-
portance of which Isie perhaps mostmoat gen-
erally misunderstood or underrated lein

that of fasting toin connection with
prayer As a means of sanctification
and intercession with the lordlora it has
been resorted to with marvelous re
ulabsuits in various axesages and in many
iseinstances cited by the lord asae an soac
septablecep table offering if not positively
commanded the notable fort
lostfast of moses on the mount when be
communed with the lord and received
from him the law which was to gov-
ern israel anda ad also that of the savior
in the wilderness before he entered
upon hlahis ministry are familiar hishl

incidents but thehe purpose of

bobsuch protracted abstinence from food
and drink lain not setlet forth to the scrip

tural narrative and we are left to
infer that it was resorted to as a
means of gaining favor with
the lord antiand power to accomplish the
special work required of them rodand
becausetecause of its being the most intense
and devout ormform of worship and sup-
plication that could be adopted

whatever may be thehe philosophy of
fasting there can be little doubt in the
minds of royany bible believer that it hasba
bebe the means when coupled with
contrition and prayer of securing the
lavorfavor of the almighty

A remarkable instanceloa tance of this was
in the case of 1 thebe people of nineveh
they bad become soBO wicked that the
lord decreed that they should be
destroyerdestroydee troyeeff and called upon the prophet
jonah to xoKO and warn them of that
fact bonab did not relish the thought
of having such a mission to perform
and sought to escape from the
lord by embarking upon a
ship to sail in another direction
RUfits obstinacy and disobedience re

mulled iuin lifehla being thrown overboard
from the ternpent tossed vessel and
conveyed to the shore in the body of a
flab after which hebe willingly went to
ninevehNiueveh when commanded a second
time and proclaimed that in forty
days the city should be overthrown
the result was very unusual for such
a wicked and at the name time such a
numerousmerausnu people the record states
that they included more than one
hundred and twenty thousand personspersona
who could not discern between their
right and left handsbunds without men-
tioning how manyMADY there were who were
less ignorant and they universally be-
lieved the prophetss prediction from
the king uuponpon his throne to the bumbom
bleat of his subjects they turned in
penitence to the lord in the hope of
getting the direful judgment revoked
ahe king proclaimed a fast saying
let neither man nor beast herd nor

flick taste anything let them not
teedreed nor drink water but let maksud
beast be covered with sackcloth sodand
cry mightily unto god yesyea let them
turn every one from his evil way and
from the violence that is in their
hand 1 and added who can tell itif
bod will turn and repent and turn
away from hishim fierce anger that we
perish not

the supplication was so effectual
that jonass pride was touched he
evidently thought his reputation as a
prophet waawa in danger and while be
witnessed the non fulfillment of hisbis
predictionpredict lor hebe reproached the lord
tadind bei that tilehis life might be
taken instead of having to live and be
subjected to shame and the lord haabad
to0 o take up a special labor with lim to
cause jonah to feel reconciled to the
mercy sodand forgiveness extended to the
Nine vites in response to their earnest
sodand slinsincerecere fasting and prayer

another notable instance is that
mentioned in the book of fatheresther

king of the modesmedea and
persians who reigned over one ban
arurtardanaddanaand twenty seven provinces was
induced by that arch plotter haman
to authorize the issuance of a decree
for the destruction of all tilethe jews in
hisbis kingdom notdot knowing that hisbis
favorite wife estherbather would fall under
the ban for she bad never informed
him of her jewish ancestry when
the decree went forth it caused general
consternation among the jews for it
was well known that the laws of the
modesmedea and persianspersian were irrevocable
their only hope of deliverance from
the cruel flatfiat was in appealing to wetoe
lord and thehe usual method in extreme
oasescases was resorted to they fasted and
prayed and mourned and wept
when Q leen esther learned of herbar
late and that of her people from
her cousin and forter fabber
the naughty but loyal
lack of servility had excited the ire of
the wicked hamanhainan sodand resulted in the
vengeful I1 decree she made a special re-
quest that the jews of shushan fast
ur her neither eating nor drinking

foror three fayr antiand promised that she
antianil her maidens wouldboulo do likewise
the results of their supplicationsionsione were
soon manifest she lavorfavor in
the eyes ot the king resultingresultine in hisbis
proffer to farant whatever she asked
even to halthalf his kingdom the king
being unable to sleep resorted to read
tuglug the chronicles of hisbis kingdom and
being thereby relfreminded orof the fact that

mordecaiMorde oai the despised jew at one
timelime had saved hisbis life when traittraitoroustraitorbrous
chamchamberlainschamberlaiberlat us had plotted to slaylay him
and had never beenbean rewarded for bin
loyalty resolved to make up for thetha
0oversightVer might he consulted haman as to
what should be doordone unto the man
whom the king delighted to honor
thinking that hebe the mostmoat exalted
of all the princes must be the person
meant haman pictured the greatest
conorsbonore hishie ambitious soul could con
jure up only to find that the jew
whom be soBO heartily despised was to
be the redolentrecipient thereof and he the
humiliated instrument of bestowing
them nor did poetic justice end
there for the exposure of hishim perfidy
quickly followed and then came hrhis

xeCatiOn upon thehe very gallowsgallow
which he hadbad erected to hang morde-
cai upon while the despised jew waswa
exalted to the greatest place in wethe
kingdom and hishie people were enabled
to defend themselves and execute ven-
geancegeande upon all who soughtbought their de-
structionst all circumstances tolu evi-
dence otof the efficacy of lastingfasting rodanil
prayer

when daniel the young hebrew
while a captive luin babylonBaby loo waswaa
bleeser with mucheuch marvelousmarve loUB wisdom
as to renderreader him conspicuous among
the magicians of that land it waswaa in
response to hishie determined abstinence
from thebe rich foods and viands
with which he waswai piled
the tendency of which waswaa

to promote the carnal passionspaes lons rather
thad to develop the Vitispiritual force
and by perseverance in hisbis holy
resolve and through fasting and
prayer be waswaa favored with heavenly
visions and the personal ministrations
of the angel gabriel daniel ix 8
x go 12 nor was lastingfasting and brayec
as a means of intercession with god
known to daniel alone in the kingdom
of babylonBaby loo for the king alsoalao when
be reluctantly conformed to the law lairk
casting daniel into the bilows donden foxfor
persisting in prayer also resorted to
fasting and prayer for his preservation
from the ravenous beast and the
sequel proved that their united
canons rodand faith were effectual

one of the most marvelousmarve loua providen-
tial deliver ances wrought out forto
ancient covenant peoplepeaple waswaa in re-
sponse to prayer and fasting enjoined
by judahpa righteous king
when he and his people were surround-
ed by an innumerable intent
upon destroying them the lord
witnessed their supplication and justjuat
when their destruction seemed from a
human point of view mostmoat imminent
this comforting assurance oamecame to
them through one of their prophets
thusgabus the lord unto you be not

afraid nor dismayed by reason of thisbla
great multitude for the battle is18 notdot
yours but bode ye shall not
need to fight in this battle set your-
selves stand ye still and see the salva-
tion of the lord with you the
slaughter was extensive and sanguin-
ary but the beleagueredbeleaguered jews took no
part in it their efenemieslemies in their
olind madmadnessness an I1 slew one
another and let their rich stores
otof wealth the batt left ldid torfor heir
intended victims so miraculously
preserved to possess without dangdangerfor

riotnot only was fasting resorted to
among ancient israel when thehe people
were overtaken by or threatened with


