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have been lesmed in obe day, or at the
most two days, alter Lhe canvassing
hoard declared tbe result, the time be-
ing ample. Now Lhal oconpsiderably
more Lhan that period bas elapesed,
good cause exlele for complaining of
‘unnecsesary, hence untawltal, delay.
Tbe inconsistepoy of holdiog back
suob certificates will ba easlly recog-
nized when il I8 remembered Lhal
it the officlal on whom devolve:
the daty of issue bad been favoranie
to the officers-elect, and there had

been a nrebability of contest, bie
whbole office force llgely would
thave been tumbling over Iteell in

the eagerness lo got the certificales
ready. Buch promptneee in discharg-
#ng ap offigia!l duty 1a not to be com-
plained of, but po just officer will go
40 tbe otber extreme whnen politioal
opponents are concerned. Bul eince
delay ls complsined of, If an inclica.
tlon to bold back Is diecernible, it ls in
order for tbe county commissioners to
tske cognizance thereo’, and lo eee
that tbelr order in purenance of sab-
division 3, section 21, of tbe law of
April14, tbe county goveroment law,
)8 carrled ont 1o regard to the issoe of
elention certificates. Lf, on the otber
bapod, there bas heen no uu-
seasonable neglect in this matter, the
epeedy coming forth of thoss certifl-
cates wiil be acoeptsble evidence that
tbe many complainte of delay bave
been made in undue bacte,

e

FASTING.

One of the ordinences of the Gospel,
¢r requirements of the Baints, the 1m-
portance of which s perhaps most gen-
erally misunderstood or underrated iv
that of (asting in coonectlon with
praser. A8 & means of sanctification
abd interceesion with tbe Lord It bhae
been rerorted to witbh marvelous re-
anlts in varicue ages and in maDy
instances cited by tbe Lord as nn ac-
ceptable oftering, 1f not positively
commandea. Thbe notable forty-day
fast of Moses on tbhe mount, when be
commuved with the Lord and received
irom Him (he law which wanto gov.
ern Iarael, and rlso that of the Buvier
in the wilderness, before He entered
upon His mivistry, are famillar bis-
tortcal 1pcidents; but the purposs of
such protracted abstinence from food
aod dripk is not set forto in the scrip-

taral narrative, and we are left to
infer that It was resorted to as B
means of galning favor with

the Liord and power to acoomplish the
ppecial work required of them, and
because of 1te belog the most intenes
and devoul form of worshlip and sup-
plication thal could be adopted,

W hatever may he the pbilosopbhy of
fasting, thers oan be little doubt in the
miode of nny Bible bellever that it bas
besn Lhe means, when coupled with
cootrition and prayer, of aeguriog Lhe
iavor ot Lthe Alwighty,

A remarkable Jnstance of this was
ip the cage of tbe peopie of Nineveh.
They hss become s0 wicked that the
Lord decreed that they ehou]d be
destroye?, and called upon the Prophet
Joneb to go and warn them of that
fact. Jonah did not relish the thought
of bavioy sucbh a miselon io perform,

and eoogbt to escape [rnm the
Lord by embarking upon &
ahip to ssll In another direetion,

Hle obetinecy snd disohedience re-

sulted in his being thrown overboard
trom the lemipert-togsed veseel, and
conveyed to the shore io the body of a
fisb, after which bhe willingly weot to
Nineveh, when comnianded asecond
ttme, and procislmed that In forty
days the olty shouid be overtbrowuo,
Tbe result was very unasaal for such
a wicked and at Lbe rame time snch a
numersus peoples. The record states
that tbey Jjucluded more tbhan obe
bundred and twenty thousand persone
who could nolt discern belween their
rigbt and left hsunos, witboul men-
tioning how many there wers who were
less Jgnorant, and they universally be-
Heved the Prophet’s prediotion. From
the klng upon his throve to the hom
blest of his subjscts they turned in
penitence to tbe Liord, in the bape of
getting the direfu] judgment revoked.
The Eking proclalmed n fast, sayiog,
#1iet nelther man nor benst, berd nor
flook, taste anythiog; let them not
1eed nor drink water, But let man‘and
heest be ccovered with eackelotb, and
cry mightily nunto God; yes, iet them
turn every one fTfom hw evil way and
from Lthe viclescs that {e In Lbelr
hande;” and added, **Who can tell I
(God will turn and repent, Aand turo
awsy from His ferce anger, that we
perieb not??

The esupplication wae o e¢fleotual
that Jonah’a pride was touched, He
evidently thought bis Feputation asa
Propbet wae in dunger; and while be
witnessed the non-tulfillment of hie
predtotior, he reproached the Lord
snd vegged that wis life might be
taken, Inutesd 0! baving to live and be
subjecied to kbame, snd the Lord bag
to tage op a speojal labor with Lim to
cause Jonab 1o feel recobnclied to the
meroy and fofgiveness extended to the
Nipevites, in respooee tolhetr earnest
apd sioeere faeting; and prayer,

Another notable instauce Im that
mentioned in toe book of KEstber,
Abueeruerus, king of the Medes and
Persiabe, who reigned ovar one bun.
4Ted a0AQ twenly-eeveu provinces, waa
induceda by that arch-plotter, Haman,
1o anthorize the lssnapce of a decree
for the destruction of all the Jews In
bie klogdom, pot knowiog that bls
1avorite wile, Ealher, would fall under
the ban, for she had pever informed
bim of bher Jewish ancestry. When
the dJecree went forth it oaored general
copelernalion among the Jews, for it
was well known thatthe jaws of the
Medes aud Perslans were irrevocable.
Thelr only bope of deliverancs from
the cruel fiat was in appesailng to toe
Lord, and the usaai metbod in extrems
cases wae resorted 1o. They fasted and
prayed, 8und mourned, and wept.
When Q1een Esther learped of her
iste Bod that of her people ([rom
her eonsin and forter fatber,
the praghty but loyal Mordecal,whoie
Inck of servility bad exoited tbe ire of
the wicked Haman and resuited 1n the
vuengefu) decree, abe made a 8peciaf Te-
quest tbat the Jews of Bhushan fast
wr ber, nelther eatlng nor drinkipg
for tufee uaye, and promised that she
and ber mwaluens woul: do hkewlse,
The resulia of iheir supplications were
s0o0n mnianifest. She found lavor n
the eyes o! the king, resulting in bite
profler to grant whatever she asked,
even to baif bis jkingdom. The kiog,
being unusble tn eleep, resorted tn read-
ing the chronicles of his kingdom, and
belng tbereby rebinded of the fact that

Mordecal. the despised Joaw, al oObe
{ime bad eaved bis Iife when traitnrous
chemeeriaios had plotted to elay bim,
and had never bean rewarded for his
loyalty, resolved to make up for the
oversight, He consalted Haman as to
what sbould be doue unto the man
whom the king delighted te honof.
Thinking that he, the most exalted
of 1)l the princes, muet be the person
meant, Haman potured the greatest
vonors his ambitious soul conld cob-
jure up, only to find that the Jow
whom he g0 heartlly despieod was lo
be the reclptent thereof, and be Lbhe
namiliated inetrument of hestowing
tbem, Nor did poetic justice end
there, for the exposure of bis perfdy
guickly followed, and then came bie
xecution upon Lhe very gallows
whioch he had erected to hang Morde-
cal upon, while {he despieed Jew was
exalted Lo the greateat pluce {n the
kivgdom, and his people Were enabled
to uefend themselves and execule ven-
geance upon all wbo sougnt their de.
struction — all circumsiancea jo evi.
depce of Lbe efflcucy ot fastiog snd
prayer,

When Daniel, the young Hebrew,
while a captive io Babyloo, was
vleesed with rneb marvelons wiedom
us to renderf bim conepicucur nmoDy
the maglciane of thag land, it wae in
respouse to his determined abstinence

iroms the rieh foode and viands
with whioh be was plied
(the  tendepey of whbich was

{v promote the varnal passione ratbher
than to uvevelop the spiritusl force},
apd by perssverance ln bis boly
reso)ve, und throogh [asting and
prayer, be wae favored with heavenly
vielone and the pereonal mintstrations
of the angel Gubriel. {8ve Daniel ix: 3
x: 3,12.) Nor was tauting and prayer
4s s menns of intercession with God
known to Daniel alone in the kingdom
of Bahylon, for tbe king aleo, when
he reluotant!y conformed to the law in
casting Daniel into the lico?s den for
persieting In prayer, also resorted to
raeling and praypr for his preservation
from the ravenous beaste; and the
sequel proved Lhat thelir united sappli-
cavions and $alth were effectual,

One of the mosi marvelous providen-
tial deliverances wronghbt out for Gad’a
apclent covenant pesple was in re-
sponse to prayer and fasting enjoined
by Judab’s righteous king, Jehosapnat,
when be and his people Were surrjuod-
ed by un Inoumerable bost, intent
apon destroying them. Thbe Lord
witnessed their supplication, and just
when their destruction.seemed, from a
human point of vlew, most immioent,
thls comforting assurance camse Lo
tbem through one of their Prophets:
“Thus saith the Lord unto you, Be not
alraid nor dismmayel by resson of this
great multitude; for the battie ls not
yours but God?s. * #* Yo shall pot
peed to fight in this hattle; set your-
selves, stand ye etili and seethe palva-
tico of the Lord with yow?® ‘The
elaughter wae extensive and eangoin.
ary, bat Lthe beleaguered Jewa touok no
pars in at, Tpelr enemiwn jo  Lbwir
olind madoess ambusbed and slew one
suuther, saed led tneir rlch atores
of wealth upnon the battlefi-id ror \helr
iotended victims, so miraculousaly
preserved, to possess without dunger.

Not only was f{asting resorted to
among anclent Llerael wbhen the people
were ovellaken by or tbreatened with



