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america after the flood was the lan-
guageguage spoken by noah and the righteous
portionbon of his descendants ConcconcerningemingUthiss ilanguage bishop fuller quoted by
scott in his commentary upon the pas-
sage says noah and other pious
persons not being concerned in the
projecteject retained the original language
nowow if this was as it is highly pro-
bable

roconcludelugethe hebrew we may concconclude it
was thus called from eber to whose des-
cendantsts it was peculiar and perhaps
this is the most satisfactory reason that
can be assigned why abraham is called
the hebrew and his posterity the
hebrews

we have no evidence in sacred history
that the holy priesthood either the

or the was ever
conferred upon any man outside of the
descendants of shem and this honor
has probably been confined to the
children of abereber aeie all the hebrews
though there were many other nations
descended from shem

in verses 5 ao90 32 of the loth of
genesis 04one of the distinctions
between the sons of noah was after
their tongues it would aappearear that
each grand branch of ttheze great
patriarchs family was given a
distinct language and according to
philologists all the languages of the earth
can be traced back to a few primitive
types

that jared and his brother were the
offspring of eber is highly probable
from the fact that they manifested faith
in the true god and they became objects
of his special favor the brother of
jared through his mighty faith was
enabled to pierce the vail and gaze upon
the face of the lord a privilege he
could not have enjoyed unless he had
received the priesthood all this was a
distinguishing trait of the children of
eber

the history of the Jared ites was taken
from annals written by ether a descen-
dantdanhofof jared there are no means at
present known whereby the language of
the Jared ites can be ascertained

the records they left were discdiscoveredovere u
by a party of explorers called the peo-
ple ofof limhi 11 they were written upon
twenty four plates of gold and translated
by king mosiah into the language of the
Nephites see mosiah 28 the brief
history contained in the book of mormon
is an abridgment taken also direct from
the originalri ginal twenty four plates of gold
by moronimoron1 ether i 151 5 this last
transcript was translated into the english
tongue by joseph smith the prophet

each of these translations was made
by means of the and by
the gift and power of god

the language of the plates of ether
was that spoken by noah and his descen-
dants before the confounding of lan-
guages what that language was can
not be known except by divine bermis
sion doubtless there were choice and
peculiar qualities comprised in that
ancient and sacred vocabulary it was
the language employed by noah enoch
and other antediluvian patriarchs in
their converse with the almighty but
those rich treasures of knowledge and
power are jealously guarded people
who were entrusted with them were
under great responsibilities the only
races that we know of that enjoyed this
favor were the antediluvians and the
Jaredlared ites and both peoples were utterly
destroyed from the face of the earth with
the exception of noah and other
righteous individuals

the original language was pure and
unmixed it was perfect as the vehicle of
clear profound and priceless intelligence
it was a powerful bond and promoter of
union to its Lossespossessorssors it is one of
the blessings promised to israel in the
latter days for then will I1 turn to the
ppeopleeople in pure language that they may
ccalla1 I1 uuponpon the lord withwith my consent
nephi 3 9 the tendency of the lan-

guage was to unite
the prime feature of the religion of

the antediluvians was unity the
righteous became of one heart and of
one mind and there was no poor among
them they were one in all things

the wicked were also united in their
evil plans and defiance of the almighty
society was like the period youthful
vigorous nay tremendous there
were giants in the earth in those days
itna after that when the sons of godgoa
came in unto the daughters of men and
they bore children to them the same be-
came mighty men which were of old
men of renown gen 646 4

the religion of the tower builders so
far as any accounts are given of it con-
sisted largely of sacrificial offerings
this is true with regard to the worship
of the true god and also the honors
paid to false deities it is the opinion of
sound and eminent thinkers that the
tower of babel was a religious structure
and it is known to such as the temple
of belus

the following description of this his-
torical monument is taken from the
museum of antiquity p

this prodigious pile consisted of eight
towers each seventy five feet high rising one
upon another with an outside winding staircase
to its summit which with its chapel on the top
reaches a height of feet on this summit is
where the chapel of belus was erected which

containedcontained probably the most expensive furniture
off any in the world our golden image forty
feet high was valued at and the
whole of the sacred utensils were reckoned to be
worth

the nature of the relicsrelics of religious
structures and implements found upon
the abiding places of the Jared ites will
be better understood by considering the
character of the sources from whence
the models were derived

the first recorded art of religious wor-
shiphi found in the bible is that of cain
andetabelnTabel but in the book of abraham
pearl of great price we read that sacri-
fice was offered to the lord bybv adam
the victim was a lalambmb and our great
father was informed bby an angel frOMfrom
heaven that this sacrifice was a simili-
tude of the sacrifice of the son of god
for the redemption of the world

the next mention that is made of this
religious rite is the case of noah gen
8 loio this is the first time that an altar
is mentioned in the scriptures and that
the term burnt offering first occurs no
reference is made in either case to a
temple or any other covering under
which the rites were performed although
there might have been such in the very
earliest times and from the altars and

d houses beinbeing erected for the wor-
ship of the god illof heaven the adole of
idolatry and the building of idolatrous
temples was probably derived as the
counterfeit always follows the genuine

upon the occasion of noahs sacrifice
it isis stated that the lord smelled a
sweet savor and in some other in-
stances similar words are used

it was not probably the smell of burn-
ing flesh that pleased the lord as much
as it was an evidence of the faith of the

in the sacrifice of the promised
redeemer typified in the offering A
similar victim smoking from an idol-
atrous altar was an abomination to him
because it was a sign of infidelity and
defiance

from this early use of sacrifice both
true and false altars and temples have
appeared among all nations in all times
and from the primitive and simple idea
first revealed from heaven As a pure
symbol of faith and love towards god
there grew up a vast system of idolatry
embracing the most horrible and disgust-
ing monstrosities founded upon the
theory that the rrevenge1 of the deity was
to be gratified his vanity flattered and
the god made as pleased as possible
by holocausts of human sacri-
fice there is no doubt that such was
the practice of the tower builders

the Jared ites were highly favored in
having a man of god to lead them
they were also fully acquainted with the
idolatrous practices of their contemp-
orariesoraries they belonged to a race of
monument builders the colony had
seen nothing else in all their days of a
public and national character but
gigantic works of masonry they had
seen the foundations of that mighty city
babylon laid and they might have assist-
ed in rearing that stupendous monumentcalled the great tower their religion
and that of their neighbors consisted of
sacrifices they could not worship thecreator aright without altars temples
and sacred implements and all these
were used in much greater abundance
and variety by their idolatrous country-
men they carried these ideas with
them into the land of america the
models of smoking altars colossal
forms in earthly substances representrepresentingin
objects of worship temples sepulchresepulchralchr a3
mounds and pyramids were familiar to
their thoughts and these things were
associated in their minds with their
rreligionebigion and with what is most highhighlyI1y
valued bby every people their fore-
fathers anand their patriotism we may
look therefore in north america for
traces of a people possessing similar
ideals and peculiar directions of
thought

the humboldt library nov
contains a contribution from the pen orofgeorge rawlinson M A prof of
ancient history upon the origin ofnations he speaks of the remains of
the ancient Babbabylonianslonians as follows

the buildings were of brick partly surlsun
dried partly baked the chief edifices were
temples in these the form was as
a general rule affected but instead of the
slope being completed the temple rose in a num-
ber of upright stages which were not fewer themthan
three and may occasionally have amounted to
seven the weapons of the babylonians
their spear heads and arrowheadsarrow heads were of
bronze their tools and implements such as
hammers hatchets adzesaddes knives sickles nails
were either of bronze or stone the work-
manship of the stone implements is somewhat
more advanced than that of those very primitive
ones which have been found in the drift but it
is in no degree more skilful than that of the
more ordinary stone celtsbelts of western and
northern europe which until the examination
of the drift soil excavated in prospecting
and cave remains were regarded as the most
ancient products of human art in our quarter of
the globe

the bronze implements have been cast in clay i

moulds and are not ill shaped they aream
generally no doubt of later date than the stone
ones but their positions in the remains appear
to indicate that the two materials were during
a long afpfperiod in use together

in pottery the early babylonians exhibit i


