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SECOND ADVENT AGITATION.

The religious theme that now per
vades Christian churclies more than
any other, appareunily, is the seconu
coming of Christ. Not that the doctrine
of His speedy advent is universally
accepted, but the belief is spreading in
4 literal fultfilmeat of {he predictions of
Aucient Prophets concerning it, in-
Blend of a figurafive interpretation ag
formerly. The Latter-day Baints, in
the midst of universal derision, have
given an impetus to this as they
hiave to many other advanced doctrines
of the Church. The denial of infant
Qamuation; the belief in different de-
greeg of glory and punishtment; the
Liope of eternal progression, and the re-
lease of the ungodly from their
dark  impriconment when  they
Bhall have sufticlently suflered for their
Bing, doctrines preached for {fifty
Years by “Meormon’’ Ilders, are now
2mong the acknowledged principles
enuneiated from many pulpits, but
which were long repudiated by re-
igionists of most all deuominations.
And it is surprising that much of the
prejudice which prevails agsinst the
“Mormons®? was originally created by
the opposition of minitersto these very
doctrines wlien taught by the Saintsin
an early day.

Anpd although the doctrines have
foupd their way gpradually into the
Popular creed, the people who fimst, in
the present century, aroused opposition

¥ advocating them, are stiilunder the
truce,

Henry Ward Beecher used to say
that it” was “‘as fatal an error to be
ahead of out time as to be behind It.*

ow truel vet how strauge it seems,
that those who ‘‘ahead of their time?*’
iu thought or revelation are brave
enough to present the benefits of therr
resegrches to the world, should always

made martyrs for the world’s good.
After irreparable wrong has besn done
hem, their former ¢ppouents open
Lheir eyes, aud a most acute vision sup-
Plants  the ¢‘nine days’ WMindness”’
which made them rebel. Then the
ost gingular part of the history trans-
Pires; jnstead of atonce acknowledging
their past perversity auvd repairing the
injury as far as possible, thew quondam.
critics of so-called “‘heresy,’’ proceed

u thp most arrogaut way to claim the
old condemued doctrines as their own
lew ones; and thus deprive the pioueer
In the great field of priociple, of even
the credit of his discovery.

Now comes the Baptist conference in
Brooklyn, and the record shows that it
18 clearly the opiuion of many of its
eading men that “‘the secoud coming
of Christ is at hand.”” And we find
Pre-millennializys among all denomina-
tong springing up “like long-lost

eirg to g valuable estate.’” A great
revival js pending amoung all the
Churches of Christendom on this thrili-
ing theme; and the “‘evangelists’” are
‘lke]y to exceed Lhe most zealous of the

* “Mormon’’ advocates in locating the
time of the Ravior’s appearance.

It is well kuown by the beststudents
of Seripture, and among them the
Latter.day Haints, that certaln im-
bPortant events are to prucede the com-
Ing of the Lord; such as the gather-
g of the Jews to rebulld their
anticlent ¢ity and temple, the pouring
out of plagues, with universil war and
foufusion nmong the ustions, as also

the preparation of a people who shall
be ready to receive tlie Bavior through
the preachingand practieal acceptation
of His Gaapel. But the pre-millenial-
ist of the ‘‘new craze’’ as it is termed,
to use tlie language of Dr. Cuyler con-
cerniog Doctor Tyne, “‘never goce to
bed withoutexpecting to sce the Lord
next day,”’ and we may add, some of
them before morning. Concerning the
second advent, as a principle or event
to be fiterally construed and believed,
there are many very sensible expres-
gions by leading clergymen. Among
thesge is Rev. A. B. Pritchard, pastor
of e Cumberland Street Presbyterian
Church, Brooklyn, This divine said
recently, “I cousider that an unbiased
study of the Beriptures ean result ouly
in one’s hearty approval of the pre-
millennial theory of interpretatiop.
How oue can obey the oft-repeated in-
junctions of scripture, ‘to lovk for the
Lord?a appearing,” if a millennium of
timeis to intervene between thia and
His advent, ia to e a coutradiction of
terms which [ am uuable to reconcile.
L utterly repudiate the custom of spir-
itualizing that which iu any other Jit-
erary work would be judged by the
commmou riles of grammar, to be capa-
ble ownly of literal interpretation.’”
The same divine declares that it is
nothing but ignorance and prejusdice
that are the ‘“‘chief causcs of opposition
to the pre millennial system.*?

Doctor De Witt Talouage,.strange as it
may seem for one 8o ostensibly learned,
aocording to an interviewer, disclams
any knowledge in regard to the doc-
trine, aud admita that “it is not in his
line.”” The sensational expounder of
tbe scriptures cxpresses lhe belief,
however, that Christ will not re-appear
on earth *funtil the judgmeut day,”
but hedges by asserting that on this
subject hedoes‘‘not sperk authoritative-
ly.?* Whether the gentieman refers to
the judgment of the nations when, as
it i assevted in the New Testament,
the “Son of Man shall sit upon the
throne of His glory,”” or to the time
when, at thesecond resurrection, ¢‘all
the dend both small and great
shail stand beflore God,’? is
pnot made clear by bis statement. But
it 18 altogether probable that he has,
like many other ““preachers of great
price,”” mixed doctrinal things up a
little in his mind, and haviong *f{atter
finaneial fish to fry,?’ left the discussion
of these deeper but nun-productive enb-
jects todess popular divlpes who have
Jeas to do and conseguently more time
for study. Again, the fact that popu-
larity is enhanced more by a conserva-
tive acquiescence with everybody than
Ly the radicai advocacy of one’s own
idens, has doubtless substantially im-
pressed the gentleman whose nanual
income %is greater than that of the
President of the United States.”?
Hence we hear him saying, ““these are
Christian men who muake special atudy
of certaln branches and are most com-
petent therefore to discuss them. *
* ¥  The pre-mitleunialists, many
of whom 1 kpnow and entertain the
friendliest and highest opinion of, have
made the seriptures the subject of the
most thorough thought and investiga-
tion. I{ would not become us there-
fore to denounce their belief as false,
when for all 1 know to the contrary
they mway havo arcived at the faith., |
have read the proceedings of lhe Con-
foreuce with the greatest interest, but

377

yet not so thoroughly as to feel like
expressing any decided opinion on ther
views preseuted.’? The gentlemau I
think is to be credited for courtesy if
not for eandor in his expreesions, bub
why has hie uot manifested the same
charity and conservatistn in dealing
with the “Mormon?’ guestion? Why.
gshould he so readily denounce what
the Saiuts proclaitn as the truth of
heaven, and yet halt between two
opinions when other preachers present
the same and similar doctrines? . Has
lte s0 “thoroughly studied their views”?
that he feels able to *Sexprees himself
decidedly? upon them, while lie con-
fesses iguorance as to one. of the
plaknest doctrines of the New Testa-
ment? 1 leave the impartial reader to
draw his own conclusions.
BeEN LOMOND.
WaAsHINGTON, D. ., Feb. 25, 1891.

—-—

AN ANTI-CATHOLIC BREAK.

Semi-occasionally the 8alt Lake
Tribune makes an effort to throw dust
in the eyes of its readers on the relation
of the Catholic (:hurch to the Mopeand
to civil government, The mauitbst
purpose of that paper in all this petti.
fogging is to make it appear that the
Mormon Church and FPriesthood is
the ouly ecclesiastical organizaiion in
the world that is not in harmony
with the principles of free goveru-
ment.

Of conrse, the man who does that
sort of work for the Tribune may uot
know any better. He may know bet-
ter anud be obliged to suppress his own
convictions, for (the reasop that
he is employed by a Catiholic to write
for an anti-Mormon paper. A man
like the mansager of the Tribune jg ouly
assuming o virtue that he does not
possess. He i3 a Catholic by birth, but
he is a churchman now ouly from
policy, aud the usual fear that ruch
men carry through life, that it is best
to keep a nominal connection with the
“throne of grace’’ to bar against acei:
dents and hedge on the Inevitable. He
is mot a reiigious man under any
church, but he is that which “pays
hest.”” Hence we have in Balt Lake
a Catholic paper that is the most malig
nant sheet published in the United
Btates, and its venom is flung in a gon*’
tinuous stream of rabied saliva against
the Mormon peogle; that 1is,
against a people who have never
in word or deed shown anything but a
kindly dispositiou lowards the Catho-
lics. As a matter of fact, Brigham
Youug made about the first dountion
for the starting ¢f a Catholic churchin
3alt Lake. Lf the 7ribune were honest,
but what is the use of talking about
that! Uuntil the leorard developes
some magie, A% yet unknown outside
the braiu of the horse jockey who dies
his nog to nake hini saleable. where-
by it can change its gputs at will, there:
is 1o possibility that she ¥ridune can be
honest. It was not built that way.
Hence it will continue to represent
the Catholic churchh as being in love
with the American form of govern-
ment aud the Mormon Church as being
opposed to it.

But will that paper give ils readers
some statement from any pope of the
Catholic churoh, any popa of he
ecclesianticrl ~ organization  founded
upon Pefer that cau be ponstrucd,’



