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THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

LATTER-DAY SAINTS AND WAR.

While It is true that the Latter-day
Saints, ever since they became an or-
ganlzed rellgious body, have lived In
expectation that the leading nations
of the earth would, within the life
time of many Members of thelr Church,
become Involved in war, they have de-
sired, and have prayed te Geod, that
peuce might be preserved to the utmost
limit of the time for which war could
be posiponed without thwariing ihe
purposes of the Creator in regard to

Lthe changes that must come over thej’

world to free It from wickedness and
restore it to ita original paradisical
condition,

War 18 a thing which every Latter-
day Seini, imbued with the spirit of
his religion, regards wlth dread and
herror. It {8 a calamity to avert
which the sacrifice of everything less
than national safety and honor, is
justifiable. Peace to a nation as to an
Individual is one of the greatest bless-
ings known to an exisience In mor-
tallty, and few indeed are the advan-
tages that can offset Its loss, War
means more of all that good men fear
and abhor than can readily be con-
ceived save by an eye-witness; and in
these days of destructive inventions
it 1z impossible to foresee what a san-
guinary struggle between two powerful
natlons might develop. .

War means & sudden and awful
death to many men; the malming and
mangling of many more; the ravish-
ing of pure women: the murder of in-
nocent chlldren; the reign of blood and
fire; hordes af devils from the nether

regions holding triumphant carnival
among the c¢hildren of men. War
means Lthe

kind, gentle, refined and civilized peo-
ple into brutish beasts capable of any!
erime; the staining of the soulp as weil

involved in war, she will never num-
ber, in all fer armies, a truer, a
braver, or a better soldier than the
Mormon recrult. In.diselplirie, in obe-
dience, in patlence under privation, in

sound and practlcal judgment, In the!

absence of rashness, In the calm cour-
aze with which he will do his duty,
and above all In his unwavering falth
in ultimate results, he willyprove the
peer oft if not superior to, the finest
soldjers in the world.

PROMNIBITED MARRIAGES.

The Tribune vesterday (Wednesday)
priated the follow!lng quegtipns from
a correspondent: ‘

1. 1s the marriage of first cousins
prohlbited by law?

2  How are the degrees of consan-
zuinlty counted from first to fourth?

#3 "What i8 the nearest degree of
conganguinity in which the law permits
persons to marry?

Our contemporary angwered as fol-
fows: Y

1.

Yes, !

2. This can be illustrated as fol-
lowsa: A has two sons, B and C. Theh
children would be in the second de-
gree from A. and the fourth degreel
from each other. You can always as.
certain the degrees of consanguinity
between two persons by running the
degrees back to a common source, and

| adding them together.

"3 Hecond cousina. .
These answers relate only 1o the law
a8 it exists in Utah, 1lnp s0me _states
first cousins can marry."

Section 1183, page 129 of the Revised
Btatuter of 1898 prescribe the degrees

quick transformation of i of relationship within which marriage |

is forbidden, as follows:

“Marriage between parents and
children, ancestors and descendants,

as the destruction of the bodies of | 5f aver -

b | B v degree, brothers and sisters
multitudes of God's children who, but|gr the halt as well as the whole blvod,
for war, would have been by the kind uncles and nieces, aunts and nephews, |

processes of nature, ushered into the
presence of thelr Maker in a state of)|
innocence and peace.

Al the skill, wisdom and patience of | pyted according to the rules of civll

should be ex-
consented

a natlon's statermen

hausted before war Is

or between any persons related to each
other within and not {ncluding the
fourth degree of conaanguinity, com-

law, are inceatuous and void from lhe'

L0, | heginning, whether the relationship is |

but a people claiming to cherish prin- | jegitimate or illegitimate.”

ciples that entitle them to the respect
of mankind, should not forget that
there are calamities which may, come
upon & nation that are worse than
war. The Amertcan people especirlly,
with their lofty ideals of liberty,
human rights and national
tions, should not forget this; and
ratherr than sacrifice a principle whore
maintenancei is, in the ‘*‘considerate
judgment of mankind,' necessary to
the preservation of national honor,
they should not ahrink from a deadly
encounter with any natlon,

It 18 not the anticipation of the Lat-
ter-day  S8aints that an overruling
Providence will place upon them the
duty of engaging, to any great extent,
In the killing of their fellow beings.
They understand that their calling s
to save rather than to slay: to buiid
temples rather than to man whrehips:
to preach repentance rather than to
spread carnage. Rut they belleve,
too, that God has purposed the pres-
ervation and extension among man-
kind of the principles upon which the
American government was founded,
and that a menace to those principles
by & forelgn power would Impose upon
them the sacred duty of responding
to their country's call with a patriot-
iem as loft¥ and a purpose as holy as
ever warrior felt.

If our glorious Unlon shall become

Persons related “withiniand not in-

leluding the fourth degree of consan-

guinity" may not marry, The firet,

| #econd and third degrees are 'prohlbit-

ed. but the fourth degree la not, being

omigu-!e‘l‘reﬂﬂly excluded from the probibi-

tion, The Tritune I8 correct in saying
that first cousing are related In lhu‘
fourth degree, but 1t is In error in atat-
ing that the nearest degree of consan-
guinity within which persons may mar-
ry¥ fs that of smecond cousins, First
cousins may marry In this State, and
such marriages occasionally take place
without a question as to their legality.

To make the matter stiit clearer: The
firat degree of consanguinity s parent
and child: the second is brother and
sister; the third is uncle and niece; the
fourth Is first cousins and is expreasly
excluded from the prohibition of the

atatute, Second cousins wouid be the
fifth degree, third cousins the sixth,
ete.

MORMONISM IN NORTH CAROLINA.

Elder J, D. Killpack Jr. writes from
Orlental, Pamlico county, North Caro-

lina, under date of the 22nd inst., en-

closing a clipping from the Christian
Sun, evidently a Presbyterian organ

! published in Raleigh, the capital of the

state named. Elder Klllpack reports

that the miasfonaries In that

meeting with excellent succes:.tatenﬁf
ing last year nearly 200 baptisms oc-
curred, 14 Sunday Bchools were organ-
ized and about 6 church gstructures
were built. It was the most succesaful
year In the history of the conference
but this one promises even hetter, L.
der Killpack says: :

“\V]edhave: zehlous crowd
enrolled In this conference. §
helding 12 and 16 meetings p::-“f‘.:erﬁ
and selling from 20 1o 30 copies of the
Voice of Warning. In this county
alone we have held over 200 meetings
and dispored of about 226 books: or-
ganized two Sunday Bchools; erected
one church and haptized 16 ginee
December. Truly do we find the ILord
preparing the way, -

"Since the viait of the A 1
South, a wonderful chanp?:g]';:_: :g]g':
place, both ameng the people angd the
Elders, especlally the latter.'

The ¢lipping which Elder Killpack
encloses 18 an article over a column In
length, bearing the caption. “NMormen
Actlvity—or the Devil At Work.” fThe
lirst paragraph is as followa:

“Perhaps at no time in the

of our country have the home, ::)setigg
and soul-wrecking Mormons been more
actlve in their efforts to extend apd
establish themselves than at present
Seldom do we pick Up a mewspaper
without seelng an Account of their ag-
zressions. For several years they have
been quiet!ly and gradually working
their way Into North Carolina and
Virginia, and Christlan people have
thought very little of it, but recently
the re-Inforcements sent out in thess
states have been 80 Numerous as to
caupse some alarm for the welfare of
those who are more ignorant, super-
stitiour, and easlly deceived. Their
purpese seems to be to place at Jeast
two ‘missionaries’ in each county in
these and other states—and In North
Carollna. at least, they seem to have
succeeded pretty well in their efforts
as it is estimated that there are no“:
two hundred of these 'false Prophets’
within our borders.’”

of ‘hoys’

The article quotes with a strong en-
dorsement, a Communication written
by “A Pastor’' and printed in the
North Carolina Presbyterian, in which
the numbers and labors of Mormon
missionaries in the South are dJdwelt
apon, and ln which the following sen-
lences occur:

It is useless to deny that w
confronted in these facts by g :rif,ir:,
Thers must be an active anti-Mormon
work done, or these 8sly and cunning
progelyters will have it largely their
own way with the very claszes we are
trying to reach, the neglected people
who are not afiliated with any other
church. Already they have made
startliing gains, and it is success that
has emboldened them to undertake to
ztorm the wery centers of Chriatian
culture in our state, In  Franklin,

es, Burry and Randolph, and per-
haps In other countles In our state,
Lthey have organized strong churches,
and have erected substantial church
buildings. They have come ,to stay,

“They are actuated by a zeal! that
is as genulne and aB sihcere ns that
of our own misslonarles to the heathen,
It is part of their rellgious belief that
the salvation of ail Bouls under this
lispensation depends upon thelr ae-
ceptance of the new revelation which

claim 18 contained In the Book of
Mormon. There must he a concerted
effort to turn on the light. And in
this we cannot hope to be altogether
suecessful. The mere whisper that
there Is in the Mormon faith a bellef
In polygamy will be of itself auflicient
to attract to thelr standard some lewd
fellows of the baser sort, and thelr
talk of a new reveiation will gull mul-
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