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had a quid in my mouth almost all the
time I1 was particular as to what
brand of tobacco I1 used and when a
friend of mine from virginia presented
me with a lot of very fine plug to-
bacco I1 took it with me to the house
of representatives and laid it away in
my desk I1 was you know then a
member of congress there were a
lot of other tobacco chewers sitting
near me tom marshall of kentucky
was on one side garrett davis was on
the other and there were good fellows
all around me so I1 passed my
around there was a good lot of to-
bacco and I1 supplied the party I1
noticed however that the plugs seemed
to be going faster than was right and
it bothered me for a short time I1
SUsuspected the page boys and accused
them of stealing my tobacco they
denied it at last one morning a page
came to me and said mr thompson
I1 can tell you who is stealing your
tobacco it is senator mangum of
north carolina I1 at once went to the
senate and found henry clay and
mangumX sitting together both chewing
busily I1 charged mangum with the
theft he owned up to it and told
me that he did it for my good there-
upon henry clay broke in and the two
gave me a lecture on the evil effects of
tobacco chechewingwing they told me that
I1 was chewing too much and that I1
would certainly ruin my nervous sys-
tem itif I1 did not stop in short they
made such an impression upon me that
after supper that night I1 did not take
my usual chew my wife noticed the
omission but said nothing I1 thouthoughtht
the matter over after I1 went to bed tthat
lilgat and decided to stop I1 gave away
what tobacco I1 had left and I1 hhaveave
not chewed from that day to this

tell me something about your hab-
its colonel

1I dont know that I1 have any was
the reply while I1 was secretary of
the navy at washington I1 did not touch
a glass of wine and do not now I1
take about three teaspoonfuls of whisky
a day by my doctors advice my best
meal is my brbreakfasteak fast and I1 enjoy good
beefsteak and eat plenty of it I1 drink
one cup of coffee at this time

how about cakes
1I like cakes and waffles and I1 eat

them
how about he other meals

1I dont care much for them I1 eaeatt
only plain food and very little of it

do you take much sleep
yes I1 have always slept a great

deal and I1 sleep late now when I1
was in washington I1 had to be up as
late asaa I1 or 2 every night but
I1 usually remained in bed until late in
tttheie morning

iodo you believe in cold baths
no I1 think one should bathe sim-

ply to keep clean this I1 do one thing
which has done more for my health
than anything else is the use of a pair
of horsehairhorse hairnair mittens with these I1
rub my skin until it glows from crown
to sole night and morning this keeps
it in excellent condition I1 have done
this for more than forty years every
night and every morning and I1 doubt
not it has saved me from ill health
my skin is now as soft and rosy as that
of a baby I1 perspire easily and the
rubbing keeps the pores of the skin
open the pores of the skin are you
know the sewers of the human sys-
tem and I1 keep my thousands of
sewers always open

youtou speak of not using wine at
washington colonel thompson mrs
sayes I1 believe set the example to
the capital by not using wine on her
abl at the state dinners

yes that was the case replied the
ex secretary of the navy but my
use of wine at washington was not

to the period while I1 was in
the cabinet I1 nver drank a glass
durfduringalt all mv public service in con-
gress or elsewhere I1 felt that I1 hadgeasweaneedneed of all my faculties and that

I1 aoud not afford to impair them by
the use of wine As to mrs hayes
she insistentinsi that no wine should be
used at our cabinet and at her private
dinners she did not do so at the state
dinners given at thehe white house to
the diplomats she refused to serve
wine at the dinner given to the grand
duke alexis although secretary
evarts asked her to do so the
omission created such a decided sen-
sation that she gave in to the state de-
partmentpart ment thereafter on the basis that
the diplomatic dinners were nationalmatters and not a private entertain-
ment over which she had control

mrs hayes however was a very
strong minded woman was she notyou know it was charged by some that
it was she and not her husband who
ran the government during the hayes
administration

that is not true replied ex secre
tary thompson mrs hayes was a
woman of strong character she was
a lovable woman in every respect but
not an ambitious one in the way some
people thought I1 dont think she
bothered herself at all about the policy
of the administration she liked the
nobial position which ahmecame with the
presidency she was fond of being
the lady of the white house she was
always present after each cabinet
meeting to shake hands with us as we
came out of the room andtand she seemed
to delight in seeing people and making
them happy at one time I1 remem-
ber we considered the advisability of
moving the business offices of the
white house to the state war and
navy building but mrs hayes ob-
jected to this saying she WOOwould not
then be able to see so much of the
cabinet and of the public men whom
she so delighted to meet

how about hayes was he an honest
president

1I think he was replied ex secre
tary thompson 1I will not say he
was the purest man I1 have ever known
but that he was among the purest of
men I1 think he did what he thought
was right and that this was his sole
aim I1 dont believe he was much
actuated by desires for self aggrandize
ment

when did you first meet linclon
I1 asked

lincoln and I1 grew up together
about the same time replied colthompson he was on one side of the
wabash river in illinois and I1 was on
the other side in indiana we had
known about each other for years be-
fore we came together I1 knew of
courcourseSe of his election and when at the
first of the session I1 saw a tall ungain-
ly man coming across the hall of the
house of representatives with a smile
on his face I1 knew that it must be he
he apparently knew me in the same
way for as he reached me he held out
his hand saying how are you dick

how are you abe I1 replied as I1
took it and then began a friendship
which lasted until lincoln died

1I was very fond of lincoln mrthompson went on we were mucmuch
together during the first term of con-gress and I1 believe he made his firstentrance into fashionable society withme A most accomplished lady from
virginia a friend of mine gave a re-
ception early in the season about
fifty distinguished men were invited
but lincoln was not among the num-
ber I1 concluded he should go and I1
went to my friend and told her that I1
wanted an invitation for him as I1 was
anxious that she should meet him shegave me the invitation I1 rememberhow lincoln looked as he sat among
the company that night he was you
know tall angular and awkwardsome time after his presentation he be-
came engaged in conversation with my
friend taking a seat in a very lowrocking chair at her feet As he grew
interested in talking he kept edging

closer to his hostess he was so 16
that hisbis knees almost came to hisbis chin
and to get rid of his legs he wrapped
them one around the other As he
grew more interested hebe came so close
that his knees touched the ladys dress
and as I1 looked I1 thought he must
finally end in her lap the next day
I1 met my lady friend and asked herber
what she thought of lincoln she rer
plied at once that man has elementsele mento
of greatness in him of all those at my
house last night I1 think he has the beat
chance of being president of the unitedstates this was about ten years bfbar
fore he was thought of as a presidential
candidate

the conversation here turned to linc-
oln as a story teller when mr thomp-
son said

president lincoln did not originate
the best of his stories he had a vettvery
receptive memory and stored awayevery anecdote he heard his mind wawas
such that he was able to use sudithings in the way of illustration HUabfavorite way of conveying an I1ideaea wawan
by a story for instance take an inci-dent which occurred one night whenwb JXwas at the white house I1 had been
spending the evening there with prpresi-
dent lincoln I1 was lying on my baojubaupon a lounge lincoln was sitting I1ikaa chair with his feet propped up besidebeidame we had chatted for an hour orofso when the clock struck half past tenteilI1 then got up and said that I1 must 0go
home I1 told the president that he mumustlt
be tired and that he ought to go totg bebed
andnd get the rest which he needneeded tofortify him for the worries and trotroublestylel
of the morrow

no replied president lincolndont go yet stay naifhalf hour longerlonge
I1 have an appointment at 11 OCloct
with a man from boston who has a
claim of something like against
the government I1 have told him hbe
could bring his papers here at 11 acxandrhe will surely call on the minute

all right said 1I 111I will stay
well the man was announced ap09

the clock struck 11 As he came I1inpresident lincoln took his papers andsaid 1I cant look over this matter
now but if you will leave the
I1 will attend to it as soon as I1 can
find time

there were a number of partiesartiesopposing the claim and I1 could seeee
that the man wanted to get some ideaas to what his chances werevere before heleft he volunteered a question hovahoping to draw the president out un
cr ln appreciated his feeling and toldthe following

you make me think of a lawyerout in illinois who wanted to turn
merchant he had not succeededsucceedad atthe law and he decided to close hishiaoffice and open a store he wrote totanew york for a stock of goods andaoffered his fellow attorneys as referances the wholesale house wrote toone of these as to the responsibility
ofoe the would be storekeeper whom w
will call tom jones the reply whichwas received was about as follows

1I think tom jones is good I1 know
he is rich hafft assets I1 should dayayamount to at least he kakhain the first place a wife a beautifuldark haired brunette who is worthto him or to any man 1I aftasure he would not sell her for that 1know I1 should not if she belonged tome he has also two children a adtboand a girtgirl the boy issound he is eleven years old and ttbright energetic and smart I1 gulannithink he could be bought at any briwI1 know jones would not melsell him tw1I think that would ifea low estimate for the girl as she buiathe making of a good woman in herheiin addition to these items jonojones aaaa table in his office worth W twochairs worth 50 cents each an ink-standstand worth 15 cents and a double


