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wonfusion of the tongues, a parly left
Asia and after an eventful voyage
landed in North America, where their
dercondanta flourished for centuries,
until they were wenkened by ware,
and the ¢ouniry hecame desolate,

Belore the dispersion of Lhe Jewish
nrtion, aboul the time the Prophst
Jeremiah departed from Jerusalem
{600 yenrs B. C.} another prominent
party lett that oity. They wandered
for years in Arabis and Hnpally, crues-
ing the ocean, lunded oo the shore o
Houth America. A tbird party [efi
Aslan Minor a lew years later lor thie
continent.

Thie is the solution nf the origin of
the {nbabitants of America, offered by
fhe Book of Mormo#; in this way Mor-
snonigm sccounts for the pivilizationk
of this worid. It s the nn'y
plunaihle theory eo far «f{lered—one
whioh is supported hy all the facta
kpown send against whnich no valid ob-
Jectinn baa yel been rasgd. It is aafe
to conclude that wnen sclence shall
have proceedsd far enough to speak
-with autbority on this matter, It wiil
orrohorate the Buok of Mormon, just
-ng it bas long ngo vindicated the nijz-
storical] books of the Bible, The subject
s importact, elnce Mormonism claims
a hearlpg sulely hecause it Is Iucontre-
~vertible trutb.

SHIPS FIRST, DUCKS AFIERWARDN,

That & United States battleship
should be compelled becaure of ber

size to 2o (o 8 loteign porl to be docked,
huuetirred up the seli-slucled proprie.
tors of the American esgle in furjous
fashivn, and tbe national bird has heeu
<com pelled to ruffl+ his festhers very
tndigoantly over the reeming short
slghtedness of the sdminisitalivn aoe
seapecinily ite Duavy uepartment. Bul
there hae been & grent deal more Masp
than oo sietency throughout tne whole
uflair, and now Lhat cooler weather haw
gome it may properlv he expeoted fo
&lnk into toe insignifieance to which it
heloDge.

Firstly, the incident is of po par-
‘ticuiar conreguecr ce, lor it ls pot atall
,an unusual thing for our shipa to g
‘juto forelgn docka fot repaire; foreigo
ships are pol abnove avalling them-
selves ai times of the same privilege in
our docke. Secondiy, the battleahip
dodiune, tbe vessel under disoureion,
hes not been received into Uncie
$Ham’s nnvy 81 yet, and crnool be up-
til she has been formally accepted
by the government from tbe builders,
Thirdly, being atill in pom ession of the
QCrsmps, her bullders, they have the
right to Iake bher Into duck as the'r
own property wherever they choose,
and they elected Hailfzx [nstead o!
Port foyal because they bad eome
‘doubt se 10 the strencth o1 the i ck at
‘the iatter poce. Fourthly, the pew
.dook at Brookiyn Is na YetiD an un-
fAnished condition, but when it s ¢ m-
pleted, ss It moon will tw, §t whi be 1D
ufl respects ndequate for every ‘egiti-
mate purpose desired.

It wil] soentdingly he seen Ltbal the: e
is very little in ths whole gircumetrnee
worthy of exciling patriolic anger ot
unreasousahle critici-m, Of couree a
great big dock ls a desirahle plece of
property for Lthase who can ailorithe
Juxzury; but the United Biales of
America have had grester nced of
aany other things—one of these belng

ahips. Having now got & good start aa
to the latter article, there 18 no need Lo
fear that thes other will be long de-
layed. A bird, even o¢f tbe esgle
apecier, does not usually bulld a nest
until it basa mate, the prospect of egas,
'od the hope of & brood to occupy Lthe
eyrle. 4

THE POPE INVIYED TO AVIGNON,

A dispatch stating thnrt the city
councltl of Avigoon has offered to re:

stare the apcient papal palace in that
city with a view of inviting the poje
to fmke wup his residapoce \Lhere,
recalls the fact that Avigpon lor a
l1ong petiod wue the rafuze of the head
vf the Roman church dJduring the sc-
called ““Babyloniapn captivity.” Cle-
ment V, during the stormy confl.ols
beiween French and Italian prelates,
tnok & decided stapna tor Frange anu
finally bad to leave Rome, He ectat-
ilabed bimee!t in A vignoo in 1309 and
the papal court remained there uptil
1376 whep Grego'y XI returned to
Rome, but uptil 1413 pt remain-d the
seat of Awnh-Italian popes, nod the
world witneased the curious speotlacle
ftwo vieihle heads of one church,each
vehemently condemning the other.
The retirement of the pope Lo
Avignon in the [(ourteenth cen-
tury was one of those events which
uwcted oo the Catholic wurld like an
varthquake., It rent the mupersiruc-
ture and prepared in Fome measure the
way for the Relornmation. It s not
provable thst the preaent pope nor
any ol his successors, wiil volun-
1arily retire (rom the alleged see of
St. Peter and repual the experiment of
a Yeaptivity.”

Avicnon i- the chief town of the de-
partment of Vaucluee 1n Fravce. It~
allubted on a beautifu] picin on the
Rnope., [I[ts climaie, bhnwuever, is a
vontradiction of its beauliful surround-
ings, a8 may be judged from its Lepu
tatign for aismstrous winds and sick-
ness, To Avignon the proverb referr.
‘‘I.iable to lhe plagne when it has nut
the wind, und plegued with the wind
when it has it,” The avcient napal
paiave i8 a complex of buildlnger cover-
ing more than ap scre, It1 has been
allows d tu decay, but lately a restora-
tivo hae been in progress with a view
of appiopriating the building for givie
a0 ecclesjastical purposes,

DIAZ? PRACTICAL S1'A resMaNstiip

One of the most interesting leatures
of the receut irrigailon congress at

Albuquerque, N, M., wasthe presence
wnd particiuation of delegates from olu
M xleco. That the occurrence was ou
tens “grati‘ying on this tban ob the
ther eide of the beorder, is shown by
e prominence given it In the mes-
«age ol Prosident Diaz to the ocongrese
ul pur aisier repubtio,w hied it o} ened &
few days ago. He ailuded to the
plensurs ullorded Mexio) by the tovi-
tation lo sattepd the convention, snd
thep dwelt at length upon the interest
1o irrigution lately developed 1n hie
country, as witnessed by tbe great
number ol applic«tions for the rlght Lo
utilfze the watese o ‘Mreams aoder Mex-
icas jurisdiction—this Interest heinyg
a jke virected tn waters fur powerl ip
develuping electriclly, apd L> waters
for reclaiming the aurid lands. Asto

the latter proposition, the president?s
measage peioted out that the agricul-
tural development of the country on
both sldes of the fronller demanded
that a commuyn interest jp frrigation
be oreated and keptap.

Mr. Diaz hasmapy timea in the past
shown his talents for goveroment and
his oapreity for statesmanshlp. He haas
never eshown these abilities in a higher
deyreethapintbe prominence he ispow
nitaching to irrigatlon. INear to the
border omn thls sive of the line
between the two countriea there
are abundant evideuces of A Au-
perior acquaintance witg the acience
vy earlisr iuhabitante, including re-
mains of irrigation syste'ns that can-
not be mproved unon by engineers of
the present day. Nodoubt exploration
will show Lthat similar evidences of
anclent =kili are to he found obp the
Mexicsn side of the frontler, What
has been done by modern seltfers in
these regions proves Lo he hut an
exampie of the old axiom Lbat history
repeats itself; and thers s no reason
why the past giealnees of Lhe counlry
now oalled Mexico may not be in
lurge measure restored by A more at-
teutlive pbaervines of the customs and
Ennwledgzw of the ancients, apd a eloser
following of the leseona and examples,
of the practicat benefits of woich they
have left Us 80 MANY mMonuuepta.
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BACK ¥hOM GREEMLAND,

—
Lieutenant Peary hasrelurned from
his Arclic expedition alter a tittle more

thap & yest’s absence. He has en-
couutered many barishige and nop-
pleneant experiences.

The expluorer und party alarted late
1o Marcu and made their way to Inde.
pendence bay, tbhe most portberp
voint of Greeniand resched durlog
previous expeditions. This point waa
reaghed Ip June, The plan was tu
cvutinue noritbward, but it seems that
lack uf food prevenied the explorers
from pushing opward, Tbere werfe
only three m«o inthe party, and their
journey came near being fatal to them,
owing to the fact that the slores Jaid
up laet year bad disappeared.

Although tne dsring expedittons of
Lieutepant Penry pr ctically have re-

ulied is tajlure as {ar as reacbing the
North Pole is concerned, they are con-
sidered of valde for the addition
te the peographical knowledge
they have Druught the world,
Coucerning tbe  northern puck
of QGreenland, apo imiressl'n haa
prevailed that Il extended northward,
perhape to the Pole. Peary has f.und
the ooribern coast {ine aoy mapyed ik
unt tor a coneiderable distance. 1%
would therefore he incorrect (o say
that bis efforis have been entirely
frulttess. From that remotetime when
northarn Kurope wus 10 the rest of the
worid an Ultima Thule, ¢r the whola
or thia continent a Yioland, ahrouded
In a hazy mlet, gengrapbical kpnow!l.
adgs has proceeded with stnw steps,
BtiH it bas advanced, apd it isonly a
yuestion of time when the pnow up-
Enuwn reglons of Lthe north anu south
will te unkvown no longer. Every
inch of prozresais that much gaiped to
sgteuce, and Licutenant ’eary has
coertalply eootrtl uted his share tn 1he
general store of knowledge, even If the
repulls are oot in every tespect equhl
to tue antlcipations,




