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pire, and aleo upun the so-called
Christinn churches. The complete
failure ot hoth has rendered it necessa-
ry for the sovereign to take the matter
Io hand himeself. Of course there Ia
not much proepect. of permanent suc-
ceas attendlng his efforts, because the
evil he seeks to eradicate is of loolong
a growth and toc deeply rooted to be
cured by a spurt incited by alarm at the
hidecns character of the situation.

The action of the Germman Emperor
ought to induce us to look nearer home.
No pereon who readsthe daily journals
of this country can avold the convic-
tion that our own country is oearing
the edge of the vortex which threatcne
to eap the foundation of the German
commonwealth. The daily record of
orime Involving, in the hosts of cases,
the most revolting immorality, 1z ap-
palling. And why shoaldthere beany
disposition to dispute the fact that vice
s loeorensing? The progress it isa mak-
fng te not by slow strides elther. If
‘‘virtue exalteth a pation,”” by psarity
of reasoning vice must degrade it.[f the
etream of popuiar immeoralily con-

-tinues to swell it is only a matter of
time us to when the pointof conse-
quent overwhelmlibyg disaster will be
reaahed.,

Nearer still we are compelled to
come to n central point, by the coo-
temiplation of the moral status of
some of the leadiong clties of our own
Territory of Utab, with chief refer-
ence to Salt Lake. Drunkenness and
licentiousness have increased the last
year aod a half at a rate calculated
to fll1 respectable people with dgep
coocern. The situation was bad
enough a year ago, a few months after
the *'Liberal?’ party had assumed the
reine of government In thls oitd,
The city had retrograded o rapldly in
that brief time that mnass meetings
were called by clergymen of different
denominations for the purposs of pro-
testizg agninst the growth of vice and
demanding that the offlelnls entorce
the laws., These ministers were, how-
ever, shoron of their strength—they
bad, almost without exception, com-
biped with the worst elements of
society here to place in office the very
wen whose criminal negligerce and
connivance had produced the resuit
they profeséed to deplore. Quneofthem
—a prominent Methodist—1in hig speech
al one of these meelings, remarked,
almost o despair, that it bad never
' befofe been necessary io the history of
this city to call a gathering of
the @opature of thé one  he
addreseed, Thus heunwittingly pald s
high compiiment to the comparatively
moral adminlstration of wmunicipal
affairs in Balt Lake previous to the
ndvent of the “Liberale’ to power.
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His statement was alao in the nature
of a well merited rebuke to the existing
government, oo accouut of ita being
largely responsible for the ingrease of
lawlessness and vice, which has robbed
the municipalty of ite previous high
moral character.

What is wanted ns 2 means of stem-
ming the tendency of the tide toward
immeorality is not a apasmodic ppurt of
virtuous energy, but a determined
and protracted war agninst growing
evils in our midet. Every available
force should be employed in such a
worl, which we regret toeay is sadly
peeded in our once peaceful and
moral city of Balt Lake.

FAMINES OF THE PAST.

A CcouNTs from Russia give a woe-
ful picture of the famine stricken dis-
triets. A dispateh saye that at one

place a woman killed her three ehll-

dren, and then hanged herself, because
arich neighbor refused her aesistance.
Hundreds of men are going arcund in
organized gangs ralding mansions and
farms, and robbing freight traine. The
r'ﬁ-(;rtallt.y among children from sick-
pees and hunger is 8ald to be horrify-
ipg.

Naturally enough with this dreadful
corndition existing in Ruesla, newspa-
pers are dwelling somewhat on the
subject of famines as they sre detailed
in~history, The Bt. Louis Glode-
Democrat devotes counsidernble space
to the great (amines of the
past, The first one menticoed
ie that of Egypt as recorded in the
Old Testament. The first famine
which profane history takes cogmiz-
auce of occurred In Italy 4368 B. C.
Thousande of persons driven mad by
want threw themeselves into the sea, or
killed themse]ves in other ways. In
Egypt a famine prevailed 42 A D.
Rome suffered lerribly from a famine
in 262 A. D, The detalls of this are
accurstely and exhaustively recorded.
They are horrible to read.

The first famwine which history deals
with as having occurred in the British
Iefs nds took place in England 272 A,
D. ‘The people tried to subsist on
roots, graes and bark of trees. Heot-
land was vipited 306 A. D. and suffered
severely. [n 310 A. D. 1t in ¢cotimated
that. 40,000 persons died In Engiand
from famiov, [o 450 A. D. a famine
prevailed all over Enrope. Parenta
ate their children. In 789, 828, and
954 A. D. famipne prevailed in Eng-

Innd, Bcotland and Wales,
There were genernl European
famines io 1016, 1193 and [185.

Doge, cals and vermin were common
articles of food Io these 3ears.
and even canoiballem  became

quite common. England alone hay
serions famines lo 1251, 1815, 1338,
1348, and 1565. Genera! famines pre-
vailed in England, France and Woats
ern Europe in 1693, 1748, 1789, ang
1795. Ireland does not appear 1o famine
records until 1814, then in 18)g, 1822,
1881, and 1846.

But for famines of colossal propor-
tions one must go to Asia. In 1338,
800,000 persons died of starvation in
oorthern India. I[n 1860, 500,000 were
carried off, and in 1860, 1,000,000 per-
sons died in Bengal and Oressa. Ip
1868, 1,600,000 died in Rappootana, ang
in 1877, 500,000 in Bombay, Mysore
aod Madras. But Chbina, in 1877 ang
1878, stands Arst 1o numbers of al} re.
corded fumines. It is sald that 9,500, -
000 human beings perished.

[t is conceded that as transportation
facilities improve the possibility of
fearful famines diminishes. And the
only countries now where great disnater
is likely to eceur from loss of Grops are
Rugsia, Persia and China.

—— .

CORRUPT JOURNALISM.

THE complaint of the Bantiango cor-
respondent of the London Times, about
the falre news sent from Chile by
Aperican reporlers, is not unfounded,
The rush for the Arst place in the jour-
nalistlc race and the strugygle for
l‘acogpg”’ often lead the “VB]y IEWs
gatherer fo the,l)l_nes of 1nvenuon, and
he supplements’a pauelty of facts with
big patches of ficllon. The 8iory uf the
blowing up of the “*Baltimore? was, no
doubt, a reporter’s romapce, withgut
truth and without rensonible excuse.

There are so many fabricated items
of alleged news telegraphed all gver
the eivilized

world, that doubt
is cast upon the entire service
of prees dispatches., Evyg rybody

here is famillar with the falsehoous
that for many years were seut over
the wires coocerning Utah aftairs.
And every now and again lying dis-
patcher cause ntemporary seneation,
uneettling people’s minds, agitating
the money market, and often causing
business disasters. A dispateh will
come in the morning only to be con-
tradicted 1o the afterncon, and the
papers which print them are. often
wrongfully blamed, either for pub-
lishing false news or for flling ap
their columns with cootradictory
telegrame,

We view thie falsiffeation
of Hews, like the prepara-
tion of bogus ‘‘interviews,” as
poeitively criminal. The perpetrators
of these Iniamies ought to be severely
punished. There should be a law In
every Btateand Territory to reach such
cagee. The law of libel does not ment



