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an account of your stewardship will
I require of you ia the day of judg-
ment.)”” Some of these Elders had
seen God and talked with him face
to face,and angels had laid their
hande upon their heads. They
kEnew thas there was a God iu heav-
en. This was made clear to them
by the power of the Almighty, and
by angels making their ap nee
unto them, and talking with them
As one man talks with another,
Now, when we consider what the
Lord said to these men that were
thus enlightened, and had this
wonderful experience, we see that
it required a man to be a little care-
ful how he acted in regard to these
temporal affairs that were given to
him in charge.

‘‘Nevertheless, inasmuch as they
receive more than is needful for
their necessities and their wants, it
shall be given into my storehouse.”

Now here was wherein they were
limited. But yet in this matter

they were left to their own judg-
ment and philanthropy, which
- should be enlightened. But their
phil;nthmpéo:uuld be the philan-
thropy of s and their intelli-
gence the intelligence of heaven.

““And the benefits shall be conse-
crated unto the inhabitants ef
Zion, and unto their generations,
inasmuch as they become heirs ac-

Cording to the laws of the kKingdom.

““Behold, this is what the YLord
requires of every man in his stew-
ardship, even as I, the Lord, have
appointed, or shall hereafterappoint
unto any man,

‘““And, behold, none are exempt
from this Jaw who belong te the
church of the living God,”’

Now this law should continue as
long as the go=pel continued, as

long s8 salvation continued. (See
gaga 337, Ist verse.) It never has

een repealed. The law of tithing
could not repeal this law. The
law of tithing is a lower law, and
was given of God. But the law of
tithing does not forbid us obeying
a higher law, the law of celestial
union in mtil_ly things. And the
fact that we do not feel satisfied in
simply obeying the law of tithing
shows that it isa lesser Jaw. Do
you feel justified simply in obeying
the law of tithing? Why, then,
do you contribute to our temples
and to bringing the people from the

old countries, and to chfs object,
and Ynay, in Yoousands ol ways, at-

ter you bhave properly and justly
complied with the law of tithing?
The fact that you do these things
shows that yoa are not satisfied iu
merely obeying the law of tithing.
In thesecontribations you areacting
just as God designed you should
act—by the light of the Holy Ghost
that is in you. Now, this law is
very distinetly portrayed, and the
Lord has made it so plain that he
is determined that no man shall
misunderstand him. When he
speaks he speaks in such a manner
that there can be no dispute. He
iz not satisfled with telling it over
once, he tells it the second and the
third time; so that there can be no
misunderstanding in regard to the
mind of the Loord with reference
to this law of a man’s giving all,

except that which is needed for his |

gupport unto the Lord’s storehouse,
An observance of this law is what
he says is required of every man in
his stewardship. BSo that if the
Latter-day Saints are appointed
unto stewardships, or are satisfied
to act as stewards before the Lord,
this law is in force, and this law
they should observe, I believe
many do walk in the spirit of this
law to a certain extent; and have
complied with it, no doubt, in a
manuer in which they are justified
before God, while some, perhaps,
have paid no regard to it whatever,
Some 8o far ignore these principles
that they become very miserly and
covetous, and gather around them
and their families what they con-
gider they need now, and then la
up for future generations, when
there is distress around them, and
thousands of Baints in Europe and
other parts who are groaniog in
poverty, under the iron hand of
tyranny, not knowing from day to
day where they are going to obtain
a meal of victuals. Yet here are
men among us who call themselves
Latter-day Sainte, who do not im-
part of theirsubstance mrdln&to
the law of the gospel. I say God
Is displeased with such ecovetous-
ness, and he will never prosper the
Latter-day Saints who are guilty of
such miserly conduct.

But as regards the law of tithing,
it isin force upon the poor as well
as the rich, and it seems that it acls
almost unequally in some respects.
There is a widow whose income is
4en dollars; she pays one for tithing,
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and then has to appeal to the Bish-
op for support. Here is a rich man
who has an income of one hundred
thousand dollars, and pays ten
thousand for his tithing. There
remain ninety thousand, and he
does not need it, but the poor wid-
ow required much more than she
had before complying with the law
of tithing.

Now, what would be the operation
of the celestial law? The widow
has not enough for her support,
therefore nothing is required of her
by the celestial law, or the law of
the United Ordet. This rich man,
with his ninety thousand dollars,
continues te increase his riches,
pays his tithing fully, and yet
wholly disregards this law of stew-
ardship, or celestial law of tem-
poral union. I cannot believe that
a Latter-day Saint is justified iu ig-
noring this higherlaw. For, as we
have read, **Behold, none Aare ex-
empt from this law who belong to
the Church of the living God.”
There is not a man within the
sound of my veice who is exempt
from this law, nor will he ever

until Jesus, the Son of God, comes | part of it be used, or taken

in the eclouds of heaven to set all
things right: “Yea, neither the
Bishop, neither the sgent who
keepeth the Lord's storehouse,
neither he who is appointed in a
stewardship ever temporal things.”
This will apply to the Bishops who
reported here yesterday, and to
every Latter-day Saint. Wae are
under this law. e sheuld act in
the spirit of this law according to
the light of God that is within us.
Furthermore, on page 275 we
read:
¢“It is the duty of the Lord’s
clerk, whom he has appointed, te
keepa history and a general church
record of all things that transpire
in Zion, and of all those who con-
secrate properties, and receive im-
heritances legally from the Bishop;
‘*And aleo their manner of life,
their faith and works; and also of
all the apostates who apostatize
after recelving their inheritances.
“It is contrary to the will and
commandment of God that those
who receive not their inheritance
by consecration, agreeably to this
law which he has given, that he
may tithe his people, to prepare
them against the day of vengesnce
aod Ournfog, stould have their

nno*?? enrolled wivn the people ol
God.

Now, this might be considered
rather strong language, but this is
a revelation of God that we profess
te believe.

“Neither is their genealogy to be
kept, or to be had where it may be
found on any of the reecérds or his-
tory of the Chureh;

“*Their names shall not be found,
neither the names of the fathers,
nor the names of the children writ-
ten in the book of the law of God,
saith the Liord of Hosts,”

That is, those that were not will-
ing to abide the law of stewardshi
and consecration should be debarred
of thege blessings. It is the same
to-day, and it has been 8o since the
days of Adam in 1elatlon to these
matters.

Now, when the Lord established
this Church, he was very anxious
to bring the people to this order of
things; and we find some thirteen
revelations in the Book of Doctrine
and Covenants, that are given to
explain these principles of the
United Order—the law of consecra-
tion and stewardship, Men were
to have their stewardship—to have
possession -of property—but they
were to hold it as gervants of God,
not as their own individual proper-
ty, particularly, but they were to
be made stewards over that proper-
ty, after they had consecrated to
to the Lord, and to receive accord-
ing to their abilities, and manage
according to the gifts of God that
were within them in regard to tem-

y | poral affairs, If a man waseapable

| of managing merchandise to the
Iamnunt of one hundred thousand
dollar#, it would be proper that he
should be made asteward over that
amouunt, If a man was not capa-
ble of managing etensive con-
cerns |it would be impwper to make
him steward over a large business,
But every man would receive a
stewardship in proportion to his
capacity to oversee it for the gen-
eral good. :

In order tha! there might benp
misunderstanding, the Lord in-
forms us further in regard to these
matters on page 237, Book of Doc-
trine and Covenants, The Lord
took a great deal of pains to mani-
fest his pleasure in regard to these
principles. He called some seven,
eight or nine Elders, and made
them stewards over preperty and

| stewardship.

various departments ef business,
and then teld them how to act.
They were to work in accordance
with this law, which will be found
on page 343, Book of Docirine and
Covenants:

#“6S, And all monies that you re-
ceive in ynu?tawardshipa, by im-
proving upor'the properties which

Enoch and his people, when they
were taken to the world above—a
union pleasing to the Almighty,
and according to the principles of
the celestial world,

But now how is it with us, with
the people of Ogden and in other
places? We distrust one another.
Every man feels that he has no

I have anninted unto you, in
houses, or in

lands, in cattle, or in | misfortune, We

gecurity in his neighbor in time of
disirust our

all things, save it bethe holy and | neighbors, because neighbors are

sacred writings, which T have re- | net seeking the interest of one an- |

served unto myself for holy and

other., Every man is seeking how

sacred purposes, shall be cast into | he can best help himself. This is

the treasury as fast 88 you receive |too much so with the Latter-da
monies, by hundreds, or by fifties, | Baints. 1

or by twenties, or by tens,or by
fives;

Now, this law, the United Order,
was given in 1831-2, Men were

“69, Or in other words, if any|commanded consecration of pro-

man among you obtain five talents,
(dollars,)let him cast them into the
treasury; or if any man obtain ten,

or twenty, or fifty, or an hundred
let him 30 likowioe: {

perty. Bishop Partridge, eeeing
there was some misunderstanding,

wrote to Joseph for an explanation

in regard to the matter. Joseph in

answer, says that in matters of

©70. And let notany man among (coneecration it should be left to the
you say that it is hig own, for 1t|judgment of the consecrator how

al:;ai;ll not be called his, not any part
of it; |
¢71. And .there shall not any

the treasury, only by the voice and
common congent of the Order.”’?

Now this was making things|tual understanding

secure—pretty safe. It might net,

perhape, be &as

plan of this scheme or Order in tem-
poral affairs for men te devote their
surplas in this way, but with the
other portion, which we read fur-

much he should give, and how
much retain for the support of his
family, and not exclusively to the

out of | Bishop, for, if so, it would give the

Bishop more power than a king
possessed, There should ke a mu-
between them,
otherwise it should be lJefft to a

agreeable, unless|council of twelve High Prieste,
persons could conceive the whole | Now where isjthe Latter-d

ay Saint,
that cannot see a liberality, a gen-
erogity, in this matter, and be will-
ing to submit to this tribunal. I
would be willing to submit to the

ther on, they would be perfectly
satisfied.

High Ceuncil of this Stake of Zion,
or the High Council of any other

Now,we can easily conceive, that | Stake of Zion, and say, ‘“‘Here is
with a vast population of BSaints|my property, say how much 1

acting under this celestial law,
there would beimanmense treasury
filled, after a time; and that there
might not beany misunderstanding
in regard to this property and its

ought to retain for my wives and
children, and how much shall go
into the common property of the
Church?” Bat I think my Bishop

| and myself could gettle the business

use,among those who had thus sub-
scribed or bestowed their means,
the Lord has made the matter plain

at once, Joseph says in that ex-
planation, *‘it is not necassary that
you should decend to particulars in

by giving the following instruc-|regard to these matters.”

tions: -
é71. And there ghall not any

1 see I am occupying more time
thanI intended. There are many

part of it be used, or taken out of | things that should be said in rela-

the treasury, only by the voice and
common consent of the*Order.

¢72, And this shall be the voice
and commen consent of the Order;
that any man among you, say unto
the treasurer, I have need of this to

hel %ma in my stewardship;
“973. 1111 be Aive Walents, (Aollars,)

or if it be ten talents, (dollars,) or
twenty, or fifty, or an hundied, the
treasurer;shall give unto him the
sum which he requires, to help
him in his stewardship.”

Now a whole people, enlightened
by the principles of High Heaven
in regard to these matters—filled
with the Bpirit of God, with the
spirit of understanding, the spirit
of philanthropy,every man seeking
the interest of his neighbor, having
an eye single to the glory of God;
putting their means into the Lord’s
treasury, and no man saying that

P |any thing is his,except as asteward

before God—would bea pillar of
financial strength, a sublime
ture of holy union and fraternity,

and equal ,to the most extreme | cause.
Then when any|[are my brethren and sisters. my
misfortune befalls a man, such as |feelings are

emergencies,

tion to these matters. The time is
now that the Latter-day Saints
should awake, These laws were

glven to govern the Bain!s. The
Saints in misfortune would not
ebey them, and they were driven

aut.
We have been harassed from the

beginning unto this day, and I fear
will be, until we conform to this
law, and are willing that God shall
rule in regard to these temporal
matters,

I will now say, lef every man
who stands in an official station,on
whom God has bestowed his holy
and divine priesthood think of
what the Savier said to the Twelve
Apostles just before he went into
the presence of his Father—‘Feed
my sheep,” And he continued to
say this until his apostles felt gor-
rowful that he should econtinue to
call ypon them in this manner.
But said he—“Feed my sheep.”

——

pic- | That is, *Go forth with your whole

heart, be devoted wholly to my
These people in the world

exercieed towards

.
- =—am

Feed my flock, Go forth and
preach the gospel, I will rewa:rd
you for all your sacrifices. Do nct
think that you can make tco greet
a sacrifice in accomplishivg this
werk,” He called upon them in
the fervor of his heart t® do this
work., And now I call upon all
who hold this priesthood, the pre.
siding officers of- this stake, and
| the Bishops, and the High Counell,
to go forth and feed the flock.
Take an interest in them. Did you
ever lose a child, and the parting
struck keenly into your souls?
Trapsfer a little of this deep feeling
to the interests of the Saints over
whom you are called to preside,
and in whose interests you hava
received the Holy Priesthood.
Work feor them, and do not confine
your thoughts and Teelings to ycur
personal aggrandizement. ten
God will give you revelation upon
revelation, inspiration upon inspir-
ation, and teach you how to secure
the interests of the Saints in mat-
ters pertaining to their temporal
and spiritual welfare.

[ May God bless you, in the name
of Jesus, Amen,

—_— e

Among the Romans.

When good Governor 8——, who
is a most devout Episcopalian, was
the chief magistrate of Kentucky,
| he was wont to frequently enter-
Jta.in the members ¢f the general

assembly at the Governor’s man-
sion. To one of the levees came,
with the member from his couunty,
an old jmountaineer who had just
reached Frankfort with the rafc of
logs which he had breught down
the Kentucky River, The old man,
who was called familiarly “Ungle
Johnny,” soon became the centre
of an admiring group, to whom his
jean clothes was not at all an im-
properiattire for thegovernor’slevee,
and his tengue loosed by a glass of
sherry wine, which he then tasted
for the first time in his Jife, he was
euntertaining his auditors with sto-
ries from *‘his country,”” when the
(Governor approached,

‘“Unecle Johnny, here is the Gove
ernor,” eaid one of the company;
and straightway the old man was
silent, for he was overwhelmed by
thia firat vision of the m=ajesty of
the commonwealth,

‘‘Go on with your story, Uncle
Johnny,” said some one; *‘the
Governor would like to hear it,”

‘“*Yes, go on, Unele Johnny,”said
the Governor, with a kindly smile
of encouragement; and the old
man, thus convinced that even the
Governor was also 8 man, conelud-
ed his narrative.

Then becoming bolder, he ven-
tured to address the Governor, gay-
ing, *'Guvnor, I went to your meet-
Ing yistiddy, and I seen whar you
sets,”’ :

He had been to the Episcopal
Chureh, and bad been shown the
Governor’s pew.,

“Did you,” Uncle Johnny?” re-
sponded Governor 8——, ‘*SAnd
how did you like i{?”

“Well, Guvnor, I never Enowed
much what they was adoin’, but /£
riz and fell wilh 'em every time.”’—
Editor’s Drawer, in Harper's

1

the burning of his property, or fail- | them. Take care of my people. | Magazine for January

ure or trouble in his department of

business, he could go to the treas-
urer and fay, ‘I have need of a

certain amount to assist me in my
Have I not managed

the affairs of my stewurdship in a
wise manner? Can you not bave

| confidence in me? Have I ever

misused the means put into my
hands? Has it not been wisely con-
trolled? If so, give me means to
help me in my stewardship, er to
build up thia industry that is need-
ed for the general interests of the
whole.” Waell, it is to be given to
him. There is ¢onfidencs repo=ed
in him because of his past conduct,
and the ecourse which he has pur-
sued, He bas due right in exer-
cising his talents according, te the

| light of the epirit that is within

him. He understands fully the
circumstances in which he is
plaeed,and governs himself accord-
ing to the obligations that rest up-
on him, He is found to be a wise,
e2 nomical manager; and he is ass 8t
ed in his stewardship to the extent
of the means that he shou!d have,

Now, werethe Baints all acting
in the spirit of these revelations,
what a happy community we
would be! We would all be gafe,
and no man would need remain
awake at night thinking what he
should do for his family to keep
them frem begging their bread, or
going to the Bishop, which perhaps
is only one degree better,
there would be a uuion that would
be in accordance with the union of

And | beprepa
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