CURRENT TOPICS [N EUROPE.

The Italians have often been
called superstitious; apd the num-
bor of reputed holy places which
the traveler finds in the eity of
Rome rather tends to prove this
assertion. Yet now and then woesve
an iocident whieh leads us to ask il
it is oot true that Americans do not
elr in the opposite direction. As is
well known, that strange medley of
cowhoys and Iudlum;( kuown as
Buffalo Bill’s *Wild West”” show
has, during the winter, been exhibit-
ing the fantastic side of Rocky
Mountuio life to the ionhabjtapts of
Boutbern ltaly. Tu the gay city of
Naples the *“Wild West*? has been
u great attractinon; aud the lodiavs
themselves, it is said,felt an unusuwal
futerest in the picturesque and gay-
colored costumiv of the hait-Moorish
inhabitants of Naples. Now asthe
spring 18 approaching, it is proposed
to exhibit the “*Wild West?*” for a
fuw weeks in the ¢ity of Rome. In
conuvction with thisidea Mr. Coldy,
better known us ““Buflalo Bill,*? has
made application for the privilege
of exhibiting o the ruines of the
Coliseum. ‘To this proposal the
[talian Goverument object. [t is
not that the exhibition would iu
any way damage the hoary old ruin
thiat stands as a sjleant reminder of
the grandeur, the wenlth, amil the
cruslty of ancient imperisl Rotne.
It is unt that the war dauce of
North American savages, or the
rude yells of the cowbuys, would be
any harsber than the plaudits of the
Roman muititude, when the bLlood
of such gladintors as Spartacus,
dampened thie Coliseum’s arenn in
dayeof old, [t is pot that the scene
is too tame when the *-Wid West?*
show represents an overland stage
attacked by Indianse. There are
other cousiderations Lhat have,
doubtless, prompted the [talinns to
decline Mr. Cody’s applieation. It
was this same Coliseuin’s arena that
was dampened by the lLlood of
Chrlstian martyrs.  These snine old
walls resounded with the shouts of
the frenzied pagau multitude wheu
srousamls of Christian meuw, women
and chiidren were torn 1o pleces
by f(omished Numidian lions.
Here it wae that <“Mystery, Baby.
lon, the mother of harlots,”” was
druuk with the blood of the Baintas,
till at leagth the Apostolle Chiurch
vanished from the earth, and anp-
other church—a bidevus hylrld of
heathenism and supestitiun—had
risen in its stead. Yes, it is well
that the hoary old ruin should re-

main in solitude, not desecrated hy |

the frivolities of the “Wild West””
show. Better far that rentinels
should guatd this old ruin-—the
ra vestone
i‘hristiani‘ﬁ’y.

By the way, isp’t it strange that
British and Americans are the most
addicted of all people to the vice of
relic-etealing? Frencb, Germans and
Ltalinns have geperally a passion
for seribbling their names on every
oll movument they come to, but
they seldem cnrry anythiog away
asa relle. On the other hand, the
seutinels of Italy bhave to keepan
sharp eya un Apgle-Baxon tourista.
Ounly the uther day an Aweri-
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Icnn Indy (?) was Invited by the|Henry III. of France visited
American consul at Naples to view | Venice and granted French titles of
some recenl exeavations at Pom- | mobility to the leading artists
peii, and while there was caught|in  glass. The Freuch min-
o the act of taking aod seereting |ister, Colbert, induced sorpe Ve-
A little bronze cupid that had just | petian  glass workers to  lenve
been  exeavated. Secarevly two|their country nnd go to France.
months ngo an Eoglishmap at Ver-| They were granted patents of nobil-

ay it were, of early |

ona was viewing wbhat was said to
be the tomb of Shakespeare’s Ju-
Het. Tt so bappened that this Kug-
ish traveler was the only person
exvept the guide, so after viewlng
the grotto and its contents for some
time, he offered the guide a ten
frane ($2) bill from which to take
his fee. 'The guide was thus com-
pelled to go away to get changeand
while he wus away this vandal
drew out a little hammer, and
quickly broke off'a fragment of rovlk
welghing nvarly three kilogrames
(6 pounds}. Luckily the custodian
was a little too sharp and compelled
the returu of the coveted spoil.
Numbers of Angle-Baxon travelers
carry little hammers with them, for
obvious reasons.

The late convention of rallroad

magnates in Ronse, to arvange the
rates of travel during the cumingl
seagon, has revealed the fact thut
more than four million dollars were
paid to [lalinn railways for round |
trip tickets, und more than one hun-
dreu thousand tourlsts visited Rume
during 1889.

During last week Anptonie Sal-
viati died nt Venice. Though edu-
cated for ay advocate, Balviati will
Lo best rememixred as the promoter
of Venetisn art, especially the
mapufucture of Veoetian yglass.
Veldes, as every schoolboy will re-.
member, has long leen noted for
ber mapufactures in glass, but it
wan pot till about 1453, when the
Turks captured Constantineple, that
Venlee profiting by the Greck re
fugres arose to eminence us the
fubrientor of oroamental i lass.

An anclent times Byzantium, af-
terwards called Corstantinople, ex-
ported vast quantitier of enamels,
mock pearls and glass yems to
Egypt, Abyssinin and Persia; but
it way not till alter the capture of
Constantinople by the Turke that
| Venetian glass-workers were able
to produce in perfection the vases,
ewerr. c¢handeliers, lusters, wob-
leta. flower-stan.is, tables and even
bedsteads of fautastic forms and
| vuried hues which take especial
rank na “Venetian glass,” specl-
mens of which may !ie secn at the
Balviati emporivm o 8t. James
| Btreet, London. In, the sixteenth
century the various ylaes works of
Venice were gradually all removed
lto or collected on the island of
Murapo, and snbout this time was
inventmi that beautiful flligree
work, a device by whilch 1he whilte
or trapsparent glass wus covered
{with a network of glass of divems |
colors. This invention brought both
| fame and envy to Venlce.

ity and only received as apprentices
the pong of noble families. In
French histery the title of Gentu-
homme Verrier (gentleman glass-
blower) s as respectable na that of
Count. The great poet Molivre, th
Lord Byron of Fraoce, belonged tﬁ’
this class of nobility. Those who
have stood in Venlce, on the Place
8t. Marc and lvoked down the long
perspective towarde the sevenfold
gates and glowing domes of the
catiredral, the mosaics glittering in
the unsiliue, with yglorious pris-
matic hues, will ever forget that
scent. Under Austrinp rule Vene-
tian st dwindled. It was to restore
it to its former excellence that Sal-
vinti Iived and toiled.

Prince Bismarck?’s resipuation as
Minister of (ommerce, and its pos-
siblu conseguences, are still the al-
inoét exclusive theme of discussion
in Berlin and indecd in many parts
of the continent.

To suppose
that rince Bismarck’s retirement
from the  Ministry of Com-
merce  involves po modification

of policy is n mistake; for the con-
trary is the cnse. The semi-officinl
papers are unquestionably correct
n stating that there is eutire har-
mony between the Emperor and the
Chancellor in reference to the lat-
ter’s resignation. The Chancellor
has only chosen the most favarable
monient for resigning. The fact is
publie opinion has undergone a
great change in Germany doring
the last few years, and the Emperor,
in his journeyings through the Km-
pire, must have seen that mauy of
the leniing minds of Germany wers
in opposition to Prines Bismarck?’s
commereial policy. It was noticed
a few months ago that the Em-
perer’s speeches hud changed in
tone. The dowuright rebuff that
Prince Bismarck’s policy received
from the Reichstag on the anti-
socialist bill has no doubt hail jts
influence. The Privce mauifesta
his displeasure by resigning the
lesser offics while he still retains the
portfolio of Minister of State.

No doubt the German Reichstag
In ite rejection of the auti-socialist
bill has shown a wise congideration
for the principles of copstitutional
liberty, am] n remarkable courage
and freedom from  prejudice i vin-
dicating those priociples. The eir-
cumstiness were not {avorable to
this denuuement, The Reichstag
has registered ils verdict. Mean-
while each member must have felt
tbat he was taking bhis fate in his
own hands. On the eve of agene-
ral election it has been called upon

To en-{to decide a question supporied by

courage her inventors the Venetian | Prince Bismarek ami cpdorsed by

governnient caused a book to be
made, with leaves of real gold, in
which the pames of all master
workers were inseribed and nre stily
| carefully  preserved, provided al-
ways thal. they were cever true to
their cuuntry and never carried the
art to other lands. In 1573 King

the chief men of the uation. It was
Invpossilile, however, not te recog-
nize that the bill aimed nserious
Llow at the liberty of the subject,
and woukl place in the hands of
Prince Bismarck and his successors
au mmmense persecuting power. The
Relchstag saw this, and to its honor,



