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not have gone any farther that season
bad it not been for this oppotiunity.

When thbe pewa came Lhat our
htetbhren who were left in Nauvoo were
all driven acrosa the MIlssiesippi river
-at the pointof the hayonet,by the moh,
and were in 8 deplorahle condition, a
‘oall was made for voiunteets to take
tearns and wagone to go back and aid
4hem. Many respooded to the call. I
took two teams and hrought three
families up to the camp of Israel, and
‘then hegan to fix for winter quarters,
I bad traveled three timee across
Jowsn. A cowmpany called Pioneers
was organized to leave early in the
ppring. They started in Aprll.  Toe
meain body of the camp wae organized
in companies of hundreds, fifties and
tens, aod couneeled to start as soon ae
Abe grass grew for feed. I was organ-
ized in the fii'ty of which Peregrine
Besegions was captain, I was placed in
the second ten as captain. in my ten
were Fatber Jobn Bwmith, Joho L.
HBmith, Thomar Calllster and Silas
and Jesse Bmith, We left our
‘winter quarters in May, 1847,
‘There heing a goyd deal of raln the
ground hecame very soft and it was
with great difficulty we could move
our loaged wagous,

We traveled for over tour months
:and reached the Salt Liake Baein, as it
was then called, Beptember 16th, 1847,
rejoloing that we bad got out of tue
reach of the mobh. I came to Nauvoo
in 1844 with three thousand dollarsi.
‘money and when I arrived in the
‘valley I bad only 25 cents leit, We
-were all on the same footing and union
and the spirit of the Lord wae with us,
We went to work and put up bouees in
-Bpanieh style with flat roofs, hut the
roofs were a [(allure; they would not
“eep the raiD gut.

Next came another trip of a thou-
-sand miles norose a vast desert. Thete
was A company fitted up fo go to
Californin hy the middle route,
Father John Smilh called on me
and asked If] was zoing with the com:
pany. I told hlm [ had talked of it
but bad given up the idea,as [ thought
4t was too much of an undertaklng; he
said cattle could be hought cheap and
aaid if [ would go they would send a
Tecommend 8lgned by the High Coun-
¢il—that they would be responeible for
-our acte In whatever oattle we pur-
chaeed, We fitted out with thirty-
five days? of provieion as thai was
thought jplenty for the trip, but we
wete forty-six days on the way. We
.started the middie of Novemher and
got to the first ranch In California the
dat of January., We were nearly cut
of provision: and had been on hait
rativna, _We atehorse and mule flesh,
a hawk and a wolf, which wae the
worst of all. Our outfit copsisted of
eighteen men. The rancher, a
Frepchman npamed Redop, sent
out twenby nead of borses
tc hbelp us into his raneb.
19th two of our men had started
ahead from the Mohave, One of them
hecame nearly insane and wanted to
turn hack, but the other prevailed on
bim to go on and they got to the ranch
and gave notice of our eituation,

We econ left for Wiiliama’a ranch,
ten milesa helow, what 18 now called
Han Bernardino. After we bad been
there some time we commenced to
negotiate with Williams for one or iwo
‘hundred head of his cattle, His price

was oix dollare per head for cowe and
calves, It looked rather dark to him
to trust men who had been driven out
from the Unpitéd States and were in a
place a thousand miles from oiviliza-
tion. At this juncture wesaw Capt.
Jeese D, Huunter, and he loaned me
two bundred doliare, and I was to pay
this amount to his family in Balt Lake
tn cows ata fair value, which I did.
By payiog this two hundred and giv-
ing our note of one thousand doliats
we got two hundred cowe and calves,
The next thing was to get them acrose
thedeseri, Two hundred and fifty miles
etratechee without water, and three
1tom twenty-five to thirty-five milea
each with po teed, and sharp graveily
ground to paas over. It tock bim and
his hoys to manage them.

We engaged six Indisns to help drive
the stock. They stayed withi us until
we got to Salt Liake. We had got out
{n the Cahoon pass on our hack trip
when I enquired if any had any
potatoes along. Noone had and dig
not know where to get any. One of the
Indiava eaid be knew where thete were
eom®, hut they were emall—thirty-five
milea distant. I fitted pack auimals,
took the Indlan for a guide and struck
on & hee i1ipe acroes ihe country. We
got to a ranch owned by an Americsan,
who received us-very kindly. [ told
bhim I was after some potatoes for seed,
He aeked where I wae going to take
them to plant. [ told him to tbe Salt
Lake hasio. 1%l let yom hove the
potatoes,’® said he, ‘‘hut you are fooling
youreelf. Ycu had hetter leave your
polatoes here, You ean’t ralse any
ctop there, tor [ have heen there trap-
ping lor many a year.”?

I got between three and {our-buehels,
and the pextquestion was how [ could
pack them so toey would keep from
spotling in golog acroes the desert, I
was [napired to use a rawhige that we
bad just taken from s small creature
and out it in bal! and make two eackes.
Thie I did and fllled them whlle the
bides were green, and when dry they
had shrunk sothe potatoes wete 80 com-
pact tbat they would not shake, snd
they got through all sound. Tnie is
what seeded Utah with potaioes. I had
about a bushel that L comld not get in
these rawhlide sacke and gave them to
the hrethren. There was but cne of
them ever got a pound potato through,

Then we got over on the Mohave,
about fifty miles from the raunch,
toriy-five of our cows golawayand
went hack, We sent to YWilliame; he
did not want to gather them again and
endorsed that anount on the note. I
bave no language to describe the toil,
labot and bardehlp thai It took to get
thoee cattle across deeerts. When I
think of it now it makes me shudder.

I got hack the 10th of May, and was
offered §100 for one bushel of my
potstoes, I refused and said I wanted
to bave 25 or 30 men plant them. Some
who got eight potatoes rajeed one
buebel apd & haif [rom them,

While I wae ,gone on this misslon
Brother John Evrets acd wife, wno
crossed the plains with me ae one of
my family, Bowed five actes to wheat
notth of City Creek and we ralsed
only twenty-one bushels. We bhad to
pull the moet of it by band. ‘It was the
only way we could save 1f. We
knew oothing about irrigation then.
We put in ten acres-of wheat and
corn and a patch of potatoes out on

e

Mill Creek, and the crickets destroyed
all the wheat excepl that we saved gjx
hushele. Ags for the potatoes, the
orlckete had eaien the tope off to the
ground. Aaron asad Lorin  Fapp
proposed to take up the roota anpd
plaut them dowu on the side of the
creek whbere they could keep the
ctickets off and give me one half of
what they could ralse. They did sg
and raised a number of hashews, Hav.
ing our crops destroyed by the crickels
caused 8 good deal of suffering those
two years.

I was one of the minute’ men gom-
mandsd by Colonel Wm. Kimball tg
guard against and subdue the Inyians
apu wasg oul on several excursiops: ni
onetime we were out lhree montns
[ went with tpe late President Johp'
Taylor to New York C1ly to asasist ip
publishing the paper calied The Afor-.
mon. 'This was in the year 1854, 1
went to Ulntah valley on anexpluring
tour with Jesee W. Fox and others,
and to the Los Ve.ass, New Mexico
in 1866. 1 was called 1n 1881 to o ;(;
Dixie, which wasthe last nut not the
least. I havespeul thirty-two years gn
tbie misslon. {3lnce I joiney this
Jourch I have owned and lived ip
slxteen different nousee and regred
pearly thirty children, the Youngest
three years old.

ELITAH K, FuLLer.

TWO INTERESTING MEETINGS,

IDAHO FALLS, Idaho,
April 24th, 1894,

By courtesy of the officers of Bing-
ham county, togetber with the citizens
of Blackloot, an invitation was given
to the preeiyency of tbia Biake to hold
meetinga at Biuckfool, placing the
coutt house 8t their dlsposal, Ag g
coneequenceof this two meetings wers
held tnere last Bunday,
* The large room of the court houpge
wag ctowded with & very respectahle

congregation, some of the Raints
from the surrounding wards
having gathered there with
the presidency - of the Stiake,

At 10 o’clook the meeling was caljed tig
order by Preeident T. E. Rjcks anyg
prayer wasoflered by Bisoop Cappop
ot Pocatello, President Riely then
addreesed the congregaiion; he eaid
that he waa pleased to meet with the
people of Bisckioot for the purpose of
giving them our viewe on religion;
that tuere was no prophecy of any.
private interpreiation, but that holy
men of ol wrote and spoke as they
were moved upon by the Holy Ghoat;
but men had chaoged the laws and thé
ordinances. He bore bis testimony
to the divine miesion of Joseph 8mitn,
tow he in apswet to prayer was vigited
hy the Father and the Hon, how thg
Priesthood was couterred upon hing,
giving him autbority to preach the
Gospelof Jesus Christ to the children
of men. The speaker closed by read-
lug the Articlee of Faith. .

Eider Steele theun made a few re-
mutEe, teetilying that there were hun-
dreds of men thal knew that Josepi,
Smith wae a Propbet of God, and all
might ind out the truth of the doc-
trines be taught by complylng with
the ordinaneges of the Gospel the same
ag he bad done.

Benediction by Bisbop Liijenquist.

‘fwo o’clock p. m. meeting called to
otder by Preeldent Ricvks; prayer by



