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notmot have gone any farther that season
hadbad it not been for this opportunity

when the news came that outoar
brethren who were left toia nauvoo were
all driven across the mississippi river
at the pointonpoint of the bayonet by the mob
and were in a deplorable condition a
call was made for volunteers to10 take
teams and wagons to go back and aid
them many responded to the call I1
took two teams and brought three
families up to the camp of israel and
then began to fix for winter quarters
I1 had traveled three times across
iowa A company called pioneers
was organized to leave early in the
spring they started in april i the
main body of the camp was organized
in companies of hundreds fifties and
tens and counseled to start as soon as
ithe grass grew for feed I1 was organ-
ized in theabe fahyaliayiy of which peregrine
sessions was captain I1 was placed in
the second ten as captain in my ten
were father john smith johojob a L
smith thomas callister and silas
and jesse smith we left our
winter quarters in may 1847
there being a goldgod deal of rain the
ground became very soft andandi it was
withwit great difficulty we could move
our loaded kagousw agous

we traveled for over tourfour months
and reached the salt lake basin as it
was then called september 1 1847
rejoicing that we had got out of tuetu
reach of the mob I1 came to nauvoo
in 1844 with three thousand dollars I111
money and when I1 arrived in the
valley I1 had only 2625 cents left we
were all on the same footing and union
and the spirit of thebe lord was with us
we went to work and put up housesbouses in
spanish style with flat rootsroofs but the
roofs were a failure they would not
keep the rainrail out

next came another trip of a thau
sand miles across a vast desert there
was a company fitted up to go to
california by the middle route
father john smith called on me
and asked ifI1 was going with the com-
pany I1 told him I1 bad talked of it
but hadbad given up the ideas I1 thought
it was too much of an undertaking he
said cattle could be bought cheap and
aid itif I1 would go they would send a

recommend signed by the high coun
viloil that they would be responsible for
our setsacts toin whatever cattle we putpur-
chased we fitted out with thirty
five days of provision as that was
thought alenty for the trip bubutt we
were forty six days on the way we
started theabe middle of Novemnovemberbior and
got to the first ranch in california we
let of january we were nearly out
of provisions and had been on half
rarationsrationaltiona we ate horse and mule fleshfta hawk andnd a wolf which was the
worst of all our outfit consisted of
eighteen men the rancher a
frenchman named radonbedoc sent
out twenty headbead of horses
to help uusa into his ranch

two of our men had started
ahead from the mohave one of them
became nearly insane and wanted to
turn back but the other prevailed on
him to go on and they got to the ranch
and gave notice of our situation

we soon left for williamaeWilli amas ranch
ten miles below what is now called
san bernardino after we bad been
therechore some time we commenced to
negotiate with williams for one or two
hundred head of his cattle his price

was six dollars per head for cows and
calves it looked rather dark to him
to trust men who had been driven out
from the united states and were in a
place a thousand miles from civiliza-
tion at this juncture we saw captcapi
jessejeene A hunter and hebe loaned me
two hundred dollars and I1 was to pay
this amount to his family in suitstilt likelake
in cows at a fair value which I1 did
by paying this two hundred and giv-
ing our note of one thousand dollars
we got two hundred cowscowa andana calves
the next thing was to get them across
thethededesertaeri two hundred and fifty miles
stretcheseg without water and three
irom twenty five to thirty livefive miles
each with no teedfeed and sharp gravelly
ground to pass over it took him and
hishia boys to manage them

we engaged six indians to help drive
the stock they stayed with un until
we got to salt lake we hadbad got out
in the cahoon pass on our baesback trip
when I1 enquired if any had any
potatoes along nooneno one had and did
not know where to get any one of the
indiansindiana said he knew where there were
some but they were small thirty five
miles distant I1 fitted pack aulmalemals
took the indian for a guide and struck
on a bee line across the country we
got to a ranch owned by an american
who received us very kindly I1 told
him I1 was after some potatoes for seed
he asked where I1 was going to taketak
them to plant I1 told him to the saltbait
lake asin ill lotlet you havehare the
potatoes 1 saidald hebe but you are toolingfooling
yourself yiyuu had better leave your
potatoes herebore you cant raise any
crop there for I1 have been there trap
ping for many a year 1

I1 got between three and four bushels
and the next question waswac howbow I1 could
pack them soao aney would keep from
9spoilingpolling in going across the desert I1
was inspired to use a rachirawhidee that we
had justjuat taken from a amenmatl creatureoreature
and outcut it in half and make two sackssack
this I1 did and filled them while the
hideshid ea were green and when dry they
bad shrunk soBO the potatoes were to0o com-
pact that they would not shake and
they got through all sound thisanis isif
what seeded utah with potatoespota tots I1 had
about a bushelbuebel that I1 could not gotget in
these rawhide sacks and gave them to
the brethren there was but one of
them ever got a sound potato through

then we got over on the mohave
about fifty miles from the ranch
tony five of our cows gotgotaaway and
went back we sent to williamswilliamc be
did not want to gather them again and
endorsed that amount on the note I1
have no language to describe the tolltoil
labor and hardship that it took to gotget
those cattle across deserts when

1I
think of it now it makes me shudder

I1 got back the of may and was
offered for one bushel of my
potatoes I1 refused and said I1 wanted
to have 25 or 30 men plant thewthem kjome
who got eight potatoes raised one
bushel and a half from them

while I1 was gone on this mission
brother john egrets and wife who
crossedcreased the plains with me as one of
my family sowedbowed five acres to wheat
north of city creek and we raised
only twenty one bushels we had to
pull the most of it by band it was the
only way we could save it we
knew nothing about irrigation then
we put in ten acresacre of wheat and
corn and a patch of potatoes out on

mill creek and the crickets destroyed
all the wheat except that we saved six
bushelsbuabele As for the potatoes tilethe
orloKets had eaten the tops off to the
ground aaron and lorin parrfarr
proposed to take up the boota and
plant them down on the side of the
creek where they could keep the
crickets off and give me one half of
what they could raise they did so80
and raised a number of bushels havi-ng our crops destroyed by the crickets
caused a good deal of sufferingering those
two years

I1 waswaa one of the minute nienmen com-
manded by colonel wm Kirakimballball to
guard agalagainst and subdue the judiindiansangs
and was out on several excursion at
onetimeone time we were out thre months
I1 went with toe late president john
raylor to new york city to in
publishing the paper called the mor-
mon this waswaa in the 1854 1Iwent to uintahdiniah valley on anexploring
tour with jesee W fox aud others
and to the los vegasveas new mexico
in 1856 1 was called in 18911861 to go to
dixie which was thelastthe last but not the
least I1 have spoutspent mirtthirty two years on
this mission since I1 joined this
church 1I have owned antiand livedjived in
sixteen different houses mindand reared
nearly thirty children the youngest
three years old
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TWO interesting MEETINGS

IDAHO FALLS idaho
april ath 1894

by courtesy of the officers of baug
ham county together with the citizens
of blackfoot an invitation waswag given
to the presidency of this stake to holdboldmeetings at blackfoot placing the
court house ac their disposal AS a
conconsequence of thin two meetings were
heldbold there lastlas sunday

the large roomroam of the court house
was crowded with a very respectable

some otof the smote
from the surrounding wardswardahaving gathered therehere with
the presidency of tilethe stakeat 10 the meeting waswaa called to
order by president T E rickebloks andprayer was offered by bishop cannon
of pocatelloPooatello president bigly then
addressed the congregation he said
that hebe was pleased to meet with the
people utof blackfoot for the purpose of
giving themthein our views on religion

Liere was no prophecy of any
private but that holy
men of old wrote and spoke as they
were moved upon by the holy ghost
but men hadbad changed the laws and the
ordinances he bore bisbin testimony
to the divine mission of joseph smith
nowhow be in answer to prayer was visited
by the father and the sondon how the
priesthood was conferred upon him
giving him authority to preach the
dospel of jesus christ to the children
of men the speaker closed by read
ing the articles of faith

hiderelder steele thouthen made a few re-
marks testifying that there were hun-
dreds of men that knew that joseph
smith was a prophet of god and all
might find out the truth of the doc-
trines hebe taught by complying with
the ordinances of the gospel the same
as hebe had done

benediction by bishop
two p m meeting called to

order by president ricksricke prayer by


