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for the foreign Yang ban we wound in
and out among thousands of low
thatched huts now skirting the sewers
which run in open drains through the
streetss treets and again being squeezed
aagainstainest the wallall in order that some high
Ssilklk gowned noble might pass by in his
chchairair we rode for about a mile along
onene of the main business streets of the
city having moved carefully in order that
our horses might not step on the pipes of
the merchants who on the
ground in fronton their stores and smoked
as they waited for customers we went
by the great barracks where the ragged
soldiers who make up the kings army
live and passed a gate of the old palace
which general pak told me was the
gate of japanese skins and has some
tradition of a skinned japanese connect
with it we passed by chairs contain-
ing the fair but frail dancing girls of the
kingdom and when we had gone
through the great gate of the wall
which leads out into the codcountry we
found one of these girls sitting with her
chair upon the ground she was not a
bashful girl and when I1 told general
pak that I1 wanted her photograph he
asked her to get out of her chair and
she posed before my camera we

tk passed scores of coolies coming into the
capital who wore hats of straw as big
as umbrellas and went by caravans of
ponies loaded with straw and pine
toniesranches which were being brought
into the city for sale within a few
aniles otof seoul there is a great caravan
of these queer corean hucksters pedd-
lers travelers and swells which isis
always moving in or out of its walls and
the scene is like an ever changing
kaleidoscope or stranger than one of

most gorgeous extravaganzas
inside and on the edge of the city all
was dirt and squalor and it was not until
we had ridden an hour that we apprec-
iated the beauty of our surroundings

THE switzerland OPOF ASIA

corescorea may be called the switzerland
of asia it is a land of mountains and
valleys of crystal lakes and trickling
streams we rode for days through one
beautiful valley alterafter another now go-
inging for miles through fields olof rice lands
laidaid out in terraces and covered with
water out of whose glassy white surface
theahe emerald green sprouts were just
perpee ping such valleys lie right in the
mountains and the hills which rise
iromfrom them are as ragged and bare as
ahehe silvery mountains of greece they
change in their hues with every change
of the heavens and they now look like
silver and again turn to masses of vel-
vet and gold spotted here and there
with navy blue pines the clouds
nestle in their hollows and their tops
in the ever varying air of corea assume
at the edge of the evening all sorts of
Jantafantastic shapes our first days ride
was through a valley which was as rich
as guano and as black as your hat it
was cut up with creeks some of which
were half a mile wide and at these we
loundfound rough men clad inin white with
their pantaloons pulled up to their
thighs As we came up these men bent
their backs and our grooms crawled up
them and clasping them around the
neckmeck they were carried through the
water the porters received one cent
lor each trip and general pak told me
that this work is done by men out of
charity and that the gods esteem it a

act and the water which washes
their legs at the same time carries away

their sins and gives them a clear road to
heaven other devotees stand with
cold water in the streets and give drink
to all that thirst

COREAN FARMING

the country scenes of corea are un-
like ananythingy thing you see in america the
land is not more than half farmed it
takes nine men to do what one man does
in america think of putting nine men
to one long handled shovel one man
holds the shovel and presses it into the
earth and four stand on each side and
pull the dirt out by a rope attached to
the blade the dirt is carried from one
part of the field to another in packs on
the backs of men and the great part of
the land is dug up with a hoe the far-
mers spend most of their timelime in squat-
ting and smoking they have small
holdings and the crops seem to be good
when they are at all cultivated I1 saw
much barley and some wheat it was
all planted in rows and the people hoe
and weed their wheat as we do our po-
tatoes these rows were from one to
two feet wide and between them beans
had been planted I1 saw some of the
crops being put in the ground was
first made fine and the planters then dug
the hills for the beans by pressinging their
heels into the ground they dropped
the beans into a hole and covered them
over with a kind of a twist of the same
foot that made it there were no
fences and no barns and I1 saw no
houses alone on the fields the people
live in villages and they keep their live-
stock under the same roof with their
families

COREANCORBAN CATTLE

the comeans use ponies and bullocks
as beasts of burden the ponies are
very small and the bullocks are very
large they are in fact as fine cattle
as you will see anywhere in the world
awand they seem very docile and kind
nearly all the plowing is done by bulls
which are hitched to the plow by a yoke
which rests just over their shoulders
our oxen have yokes around their
necks and they pull by having the
weight of the cart or plow somewhat
evenly distributed about their necks and
shoulders these corean bullocks push
everything along by the tops of their
shoulders holding their heads down as
they toil they seem to plow very well
and though their carts are the rudest
they carry great quantities of all sorts of
farm products and merchandise they
are used largely as pack animals and
they have pack saddles of wood which
extend six inches above their backs and
which are heavily loaded these sad-
dles often gall the backs and I1 saw
many cattle that had patchespatch es of raw
flesh as big as your hand where the
saddle had rubbed of the skin the
bullocks are of a beautiful fawn color
and they travel almost as fast as a horse
the second day of our journey one of
our pack ponies dropped workoutworn out by
the wayside and gen pak hired one otof
these bullocks to take its place he
carried my bag and the cameras and
about a bushel or so of money at first
I1 feared he would keep back the party
but he led the procession going on a
sort of cow trot all the way and climbing
up the hills and galloping down the
valleys to the imminent danger of the
baggage his only harness outside of
his pack was a ring of wood about as
thick as your finger and as big around
as a dinner bucket which had been run
through his nose and to which a rope

was fastened the meat of these anikani
mals is very good and you can get as
good beefbeefsteak in corea as you can inmnew york I1 found none for sale howhoai
ever on my trip across the country and 1

I1 was surprised to find that the people
do not use milk nor butter i

HUNDREDS OF STREAMS
corea isis a well watered country we

found beautiful streams everywhere
there were no roads and our journey
was largely on bridle paths we crossed
the creeks and rivers on bridges which
were made of pine branches with a thin
coating of earth in some places thesewere very unsafe and the horses and is

the bull went in up to their knees so we
preferred to ford when we could thereisis a good system of irrigation through-
out the valleys and in some places I1
saw the people building canals in order
to keep the water at high level andcover a greater extent of territory s

there were fully one thousand men at
work and on inquiry I1 found that these Sj

men were composed of farmers of the
neighborhood who combined together
for mutual advantage and that the watwaterwas free for all of the association T
comeans have their trades unions ana
the planters probably have a guild OK
their own one of the strongest lalatunions of the country is that of the porpon 0

who are practically the freight ca
of corea and who carry more th
either the bullocks or ponies I1 photpho
graphed a number otof them on myin tri
and some of the men I1 took wewere

one was loaded
with shoes and he thought we were
ing to capture his soul this seeseems toil
be a general idea among the chinchchinese
and comeansCoreans they think that iffif th
pictures are taken the man who 00

the camera will have control ofoff thcheit
souls and will work them evileviI1 ththereatewt
after they are superstitious in the eex

and the stories about foreign eltcutting up chinese babies for medicimedicinal
and tearing out the eyes of comeans
grind up to make photographic materdiatehave been industriously spread by t
chinese everywhere we went
found the people predisposed to t
chinese anand we heard no good woiwo
for japan the people have been gr
ly oppressed and the men who ent a

bained us in the villages were the official1

who had been squeezing the life bibloody
out of the common people thesethes vitvilages are like no others in the worldIA
and the little petty kings who rule tah
country under the name magistrates are
so curious that I1 will devote my ndexleda
letter to them
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the discovery of silver in the sandband

stone of abis place waswai one otof the won
ders of this age the opinion of ralnerA
previous to thisthia discovery toia welt
illustrated by an incident that occurred
in in that place there waswaa ate
assayer who almost invariably
large assay he iwas endowed
the peculiarar faculty cf being able toj
extract the precious metals from
mostmoat ordinaryoraoro inary kinds efcf roorook tfminers concluded to test hishia ablIIIliU
on sandstone accordingly a plan1

was chipped from a grindatgrindgrindstoneatone0 abtsif


