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him the ancient apostles under the
influence of his spirit encouraged the

Cpeopleeople in their day as we do today
we say

if any of you lack wisdom let him ask otof
god that to all men liberally and up
br aideth not and it shall be given him

but the people have not faith and
without faith it is impossible to please
god we must believe that he is and
that he is a of those who
diligently seek him or we will not seek
him we know very well that in all
organizations and governments it is ne-
cessary to have authority and that no
man can act in any position except he
has authority unless hebe does it fraudu-
lently there are those whose right it
is to issueissue that authority and all agents
have to receive their proper credentials
do you not think that the house of god
is a house of order do you not think
that our heavenly father has a perfect
organization in his church why cer-
tainly we learn from the history which
has been handedbanded down to us in the
sacred scriptures that the lord jesus
christ chose twelve apostles those
were the first officers that he chose
he ordained them and sent them forth
to preach his gospel jesus christ was
a highagh priest and an apostle he also
had the power to ordain other apostles
and high priests afterwards he or-
dained seventy others and sent them
forth to preach his gospel giving them
authority to go forth and to heal the
sick and perform such miracles as the
people might have faith to receive now
had that church continued upon the
earth there would have been no neces-
sity for that which john saw in a vision
when he was upon the isle of patmos
he says

1I saw another angel fly in the midst of
heaven davitihavinglg the evelleverlastingasting gospel to preach
unto them that dwell on the earth and to every
nation and kindred and tongue and people
saying with a loud voice fear god and give
glory to him for the hour of his judgment is
come and worship him that made heaven and
earth and the sea and the fountains of
waters

As I1 say there would be no necessity
for this angel flying through the midst
of heaven it this gospel were on the
earth but john in the revelation given
unto him had seen the church go into
the wilderness and the priesthood taken
up into heaven he had seen the estab-
lishmentlishment of a great power that was to
hold all nations in subjectsubjectionon in the
which all would drink of the wine of her
fornication and this prior to the judg-
ments of the almighty being poured out
upon the inhabitants of the earth be-
cause they hadbadeveriarerejectedj acted his gospel and
broken the everlastingtin g covenant they
had changed the ordinances and they
were teaching false doctrines and would
not repent I1 wish to bear my testimony
that we are living in this hour of gods
judgment and that the gospel of the
kingdom is being preached to all na-
tions for a witness thus giving the na-
tions a time for repentance this gospel
reached us upon the isles of the sea and
upon the continents and we all received
our blessing through that priesthood
that our heavenly father restored to
the earth joseph smith and oliver
cowdery bore testimony that john the
baptist visited them and conferred upon
them the priesthood they
also bore testimony that peter james
and john visited them and conferred
the apostleship and high priesthood

these testimonies are true those of
this congregation who have obeyed the
gospelGospelandand received the holy ghost
know that their testimonies are true
As I1 know so they know and I1 know
that god lives I1 know that jesus is the
christ I1 know that joseph smith was
a true prophet sent of god I1 have
seen the signs promised by christ fofol-
low

I1

the believer it was said by one of
the brethren this morning that some
claimed we did not enjoy the gils and
the blessings of the gospel like we
did in the early days of the church I1
would be sorry if that were true why
because it would demonstrate to me
that instead of increasing in faith the
church was waning in faith I1 can
testify that where I1 have labored that
ffaithaith is not decreasing for I1 have seen
marvelous healings by the power of
god that the people have confidence
in the ordinances of the house of god is
manifested on fast day by the number of
bottles of oil that are brought to be
consecrated to be used in the admin-
istrationsrations unto the sick I1 do not know
how it is with you here but with us
generally the oil is consecrated upon the
thursday fast day

I1 know that the organization of the
church of jesus christ of latter day
saints is the church of the living god
I1 have known it for a great many years
I1 was educated in the episcopalian
church I1 came out of that church in
1852 and from that time to this I1 have
been more or less engaged in the work
of the ministry in this church I1 have
had a variety ofof experiences have trav-
eled a great many miles and have
preached a great many times to the
floryglory of our heavenly father be it said
I1 have borne testimony to the establish-
ment of the church of christ time and
time again and I1 am not afraid to meet
anybody behind the veil who can say to
me your testimony was false I1 have
had ample demonstration that the gifts
and blessings promised are in the church
I1 know that the spirit of prophecy is in
the church I1 have been on missions
I1 have been set apart for these missions
under the hands of apostles and thethey
have predicted concerning me as thoughthough
they knew the work that I1 was about to
accomplish and those prophecies have
been fulfilled I1 am here today a living
witness to testify to that

now in all loving kindness we oneroffer
this gospel to priest and people we
ask them to consider these things we
ask them for their own sakes to re-
pent of their sins to turn from the error
of their ways and to worship the only
living and true god to come and as-
sist us in the establishment of his
righteousness upon the earth to cease
their false doctrines and to humblebumble
themselves like little children before
our heavenly father as we had to do
and to present unto him the acceptable
sacrifice of a broken heart and a con-
trite spirit it is on the same principle
that we entreat the saints to be kind to
themselves to pay their just tithes and
offerings to live their religion to be
faithful in prayer and in setting a godly
example to act honorably and upright-
ly to be honest and clichasteaste to be tovlov
ing gentle and kind we thus appeal
to them with all love in our hearts that
they may enjoy the blessings that are
bestowed by our father upon those
who love him and keep his command-
ments the lord has said that if we
will love him and keep his command

ments we shall prosper in the land he
has also said in reference to the law of
tithing

if my people observe not this law to keep
it holy and by this law sanctify the land afi
zion unto me that my statutes and my jjudg
ments may be kept thereon that it mmay be
most holy behold verilyvenly I1 say unto you attl
shall not be a land of zion unto you

then what shall we do will we bbe
faithful and true and do his will or will
we be satisfied with the theory of the
gospel and be like the man that seessee
his likeness in the glass and goes away
and forgets what manner of maniman
he is are we ggoing0ing to
lish the character that we heard
the word but never obeyed it
and that by our ejaiexampleaple we used our
influence against his statutes beingbeings
kept in the land we are making some
kind of a record we are either willinwilling
and obedient or we are unwillingununwillingwilling aanat
disobedient this comes to us 1 div id
bally do I1 keep the commandmentcommandmentscommand men 1

of god do I1 rob god Ddo0 I1 treattrea
him with contempt do I1 despise hihis
counsels or am I1 willing and obed
bent le arping of his ways and walking
in his paths doing his will that I1 maylmay
be established in his everlasting right-
eousness I1 tell you if we were to do
so there would not be any quiquestions tion
with regard to our children for we
would have such love for our childrchildren
that we would not neglect them but we
would teach them the principles orof
righteousness by practice as well as
by precept wewe would be able to say
to them follow me as I1 follow christ
if we are his disciples ought we not totbe I1 think so this is whitwhat
our heavenly father requires of us 1
think he has exhorted us to be ex 4

men and women and to teach 2

the principlessciplesri of righteousness by exexaampferample that is the commission we hams
in mexico we believe that there itis
greater force in example than inin pre-
cept it has more influence upon the
people we would have more influence
everywhere if we were all living the
principlesples of the gospel and
godod in our good works we are going
to be judged according to the deeds
done in the body we are going to lbbe
rewarded according to our works for
every idle word that we utter we will
be brought into condemnation strastraight
is the way and narrow is the path that

to the exaltations anddew therthe
be that find it why because they ddo
not want it god knows mens hehearts
he knows whether a man desires theftthe
truth he knows whether he is seserv-
ing him and whether he meditatemeditated
upon his ways he understands all
about our outgoings and our incomings I1and he would do a great deal betterbette
for us if we were more faithful andt
would avegive to him our hearts 14hesays myy sonon give me thine heart
why because it he has our affectionaffectio
we will do anything for him we wilwilt
do his will because we love him and
because we understand that our dayviedays of
probation are but small upon the earthearthy
yet the records of our lives today arare
going to influence us more or less
throughout the countless ages of eter-
nity J

my beloved brethren and sisters
ought we not to be kind to ourselves JJ
cannot think how it is that men ananca
women having children despise to deac
them the principles of righteousness
I1 believe it is a bounden duty upon am


