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I1 am really very busy keeping
myselfnay self cool witta a fan despite
that however I1 will endeavor to
give the dealers of the NEWSnewa a pen
glimpse of a corner of africa bagibegin-
ning

n-
ning at shakim

most of the reminders of the late
war have disappeared from our
steamer the natives looked almost
like naked negroes on close inin-
spectionspec tion we find a peopeopleale of really
beautiful proportions fine physiog-
nomy and high square forehead
fifteen per cent of the faces here
would be called handsome in salt
lake if they were white under
their not very dark brown skins
hovers a glowaglow of fire and happiness
which makes one like these
nubians immediately they
have not the foxy look of
the arabians on the opposite shore
and much less the apathetic and
haughty carriage of the turk and
still the merest imp of a girl naked
as she is walks with queenly grace
wearing a silent smile and a look of
deep intelligence which appar-
ent intelligence she probably does
not possess though
they are not proud and look upon
the whites not with disdain neither
with great respect but rather as
upon a practical people worthy of
imitation who should not be
fellowshipped

THE TOWN AND MARKETS

the city of shakim has three
hundredhund red or four hundredhu adred finefl no houses
of oriental style built ofef stone of a
sub marinemarina formation chiefly coralscorald
of madre and mili pores

the other two thirds of the people
live in tabernacles made of brandiesbranches
tied together with palm leaves etc
and covered with ragsrage mats or
leaves on account of the ardor of
the sun the poorest must have at
leasta roof during the day shade
here is as indispensable as warm
clothes with us iuin winter

the markets are held anywhere
in the sand of the street rhofhe ven-
dor alalmostmost bare squats uunder a susun-
screen

n
and upon a mat spreads his

or her wares in small piles worth
oueone eighth or oneoae quarter of a cent
each here on the ground

CALL IT A SHOP OROB STALL
is a display balls of tallow piles

of spice guns arom itle woods in-
cense vanillavaoilla eye paint tobacco f
etc the next woman runs shall I1
call it a reamery in one goat
skinakin she has butter fluid as oil
in the other milk from
the third she is now squeezing out
rome sour milk irto a cocoanutcoco anutut
shell she also sells water from the
mountains beyond the desert which
is as dear almost as milk the water
like the other wares is carried in
leather bottles at this point we
may reflect for a moment uponcupoli that
passage of scripture which refers to
the impropriety of putting new
wine consequently
wine in old leather bottles hutbut
new wine in new bottles as a new
leather bottle is infinitely stronger
than an old one and will resist the
pressure of the fermentation which
continues awhile in new wine in
thetee days of christ glass bottles were

not used for wine but then as
now in palestine and herebare
leather bags or bottles reusedwewere used

TOILET AND DRESS

the women of a light color paint
black under the eyes if they are so
brown or black that black faint
would make no impression on them
blue paint is substituted rhofhe
women generally shave away a
triangular patch of hair over the
left ear only the rest of the hair is
braided in small braids or strings
numbering thirty or forty on one
head these braids are heaheavilyvily
smeared with tallow andand aromatic

and the end of each
plait carries a ball of a mixture of
perfume wax tallow and black pig-
ment A ring of gold generally
appears in one nostril or at least a
stud of bone

the men either partlyparly shave the
head or from the sides and back of
the head and let numerous stiff
curls stand out about the head in16
the shape of a bell but the hairs on
top of the head stand up four inches
like a vat tuft or crown thus pro-
tecting the skull against the sunSUD

hatshato or caps are never used by the
natives the dress of wealthy
males or females consists inD two
large embroidered pieces of gauze or
lawn having neither button hook
string nor pin to fasten by butbrut are
held in place by oueone or both hands
consequently a rich or molestmodest

uese or nubian lady if car-
ryingcryingg a little oil in a sea shell vine-
gar inin a cup or a parcel of spices
mustmua put the shell or parcel on her
head and hold her clothes or sheets
with her hands soPO as not to expose
more than her arnisarms legs and a por-
tion of the back A man who leaves
town antiand starts in the desert takes
offoffalall1 and wraps it about his head
carrying a lance in his handshand

MORALS AND RELIGION
judging these nubians by the

standard orof our civilized negroes
indand noticing the discrepancy in
dress customs and education some
would conclude that the people of
soudan must be very immoral

the mistake arises through our
taking the american negro as a
standard the american slaves
were taken from among the moet
barbarous cruel heathen tribes of
anthropophagi of Sesenegal sene
gambia andand many from
among the fierce zulus but the
A and nubians have
been since first egypt was peopled
always subjected to organized gov-
ernments

grov-

ernern ments of some sort and thus
their spirits if ever barbarous have
been broken however destitute of
clothing these people appear neither
bashful nor immodest

people of various ages strangers
to each other and of both sexes as-
sociatesoclatete do business or amuse them-
selves together nearly without
clothes and yet maintain perfect
etiquette they are real children of
nature andant eye each others nudity
as much in a matter of fact way as
one ox stares serenely at another
there are some christians here of
the ancient abyssinian church who
practice circumcision the others
are illiterate who do
not mix religion as much ioin bustbusi

ness as the arabs antiand turks only
one family of AshkenAAke asimnasim jews
lives here there are many engl-
ishmen here who are officers of the
ewd tian army and by appear-
ances believe at least in strong
drink

needsneeds to mccuoccupypy but little of my at
soso far as concerns the na-

tives and their customs as they
differ but slightly from the nubians
and Abyssinian shakim here
however the women wear four or
five rlringsrigs in each ear the ear is
thus trimmed with heavy rings from
top to bottom instead of the fre-
quent nubian nose ring in the wing
of the nostril we see here a short
stud button or stick of metal or
wood on the right side of the nose
in the very middle

the italians have possessed this
place since six years ago although
the town has in that short time as-
sumed a quasi italian aspect antiand
shows many signs ot order regula-
tions and law we notice however
that grating harshness incidental to a
locality entirely under martial law

THE BENI ISRAEL JEWS
inhabit several cities and towns of
yemen arabia here at massara
I1 went around with an old broken
down Sejihardi jew from I1india
whose friendship I1 formed by ac-
k knowledg 1ingng that I1 was an israelite
by talking broken listana kodesh
hebrew or literally the holy lainlan-

guage to him 1I was immediately
inan i am today reckoned by him as
a jew by this means I1 had
throughthrough himhi m access to a very large
company of thesethee beni israel sons
of israel jews wwhoho formaforma small
tribe or sect among themselves in
manners and dress they are like the
arabs aud the men are often seen
with large rings in their
ears and charms about their
necks which generally concola
sst of prayprayersjers to god begging
him to spare the bearer from sud-
den death disease etc and that he
may never be so poor as to have to
beg bread the otlyorlyot ly thing which
materially distinguishes them from
the arabs is that they wear long
10aock or curls in front of the ears oftellown to the shoulders while the
rest of the hair is short or shaved in
patches they are of a somewhat
larkdark color though ligett r than most
arabs usually they are of a deli-
cate buildbuila or constitution and under
average size

these beni israelirael generally make
a living as silver and goldsmiths
beating out these metals into primi-
tive jewelry for the arabs and
blacks among themselves they
continually speak abrew disdain-
ing arabic calling itit mamor ille-
gitimate hebrew it is universally
conceded that the arabs of mecca
modanaModinaindind yemen speak an arabic
coming nearest to hat of the koran
in like manner these jews speak the
bestbeat hebrew in saying best
hebrew we may for a moment
consider in what may consist bad or
9good

THE HEBREW LANGUAGE

hebrew is virtually a twin of
arabic like the arabic the
hebrew alphabet has no such letters


