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IN AFRICA.

| am really very busy keeping

mysell cool with a fau. Desplte

that, however, i will endeavor to

give the rea ders of the NEwS a pen

glimpse of a corner of Africa, begin-
niug at Supkim.

Most of the reminders of the late
wur have disuppeared. From our
steamer the patives lovked almost
like naked negroes. On close io-
spection we fimd o people of really
beautiful prugortmns._ ne physiog-
ovmuy, and high square fuorebead.
Fifteen per cent. of the fuces here
would Le called handsome in Salt
Lnke, If they were white. Uuder
their oot very dark ULrown skine
hevers a glow of fire and huppiness

which makes ooe iike these
Nubians immediately. ‘They
have not the fuxy look of

the Arabianson the opposite shore,
apd much less the apalhetic and
houghty carriage of the Turk, amdl
still the merest imp of a girl, naked
. as uhe is, walks with queesnly grace,
wenring a silent smile and 8 lovk of
deep intelligence, which appar-
vnt iutelligence she prebably dues
not posaess. Though Mahommedans,
they are not proud, and look upon
the whites. not with disduin, neither
with great reapect, but rather as
upon o practical people worthy of
imitation, who should not

fellowshipped.
THE TOWN AND MARKETH.

The city of Buakim has three
huudred or four hundred fine houses
of Oriental style, built #f stope of u
sub marine formation, chiefly eorals
of madre and mi!ll|iu)res.

The other two-thirds of the peuple
live in tubernacles made of branches
tied together with palm leaves, etc.,
and coveredl with rags, mats or
lenves. Onp aceount of the ardor of
the sun, the poorest rust have at
least a roof during the day. Shade
here is a8 indispensable a8 warm
clothes with us in winter.

The markets are held anywhere
io the sand of toe street, The ven-
dor, alrnost bare, squats under nsun-
screen, and upou a mat apreads his
or her wares in small piles, worth
one-wighth or one quarter of o ocent
each. Here on the ground—

CALL IT A SHUY OR STALL
—is a display: balls of tallow, piles
of spive, gu:ms, aromatic woods, lo-
cense, vanilla. eye paint, tobacco,
etc. The next womaan runos (ghall 1
call it?)a reamery. In one goat
skin she has butter, fluid as oil,
in the other, milk. From
the third she is now squeezing ont
somme sour milk irto 4 coconnut
- shell. 8he also gells water from the
mountaing beyond the desert, which
ia ag dear almoat as milk, The waler,
like the other wares, in carried in
leather bottlen. At this pnint we
may reflect for a moment upon that
passage of periptare whieh refeis to
the impropriety of putting pew
wine ({(consequently fermentiscilile
wine) in old {leather) bottles, but
new wine in new bottles, as 1 new
leather hottle s Infinitely stroncer
than an old one, amd will resist the
preasure of the fermentation which
continues swhile in new wine. In
the days of Chrlst zlass bottles were

THE

oot used for wipme. But then, as
pow, in Palestine and here
leather Lags or bottles were used.

TOILET AND DREBS,

The women of n light color paint
idack under the eyes. [f they are 8o
brown or black thut black paint
would make ne impression on them,
blue - paint is substituted. Fhe
women generally shave away a
trinngular pateh of bair over the
left ear only; the rest of the hair i
braied in siusll braids or strings,
pumbering thirty or forty on one
head. These hraids are heavily
smenred with tallow gnd aromatic
ointw.ents, aAnd the end of each
plait carries n ball of a mixture of
perfume, wax, tallow apd black piF-
ment. A rving of gold generally
appears in one nostril, or it least &
stud of bone,

The men either partly shave the
hea:l or from the gides” and back of
the head, and let numerous stiff
curla stand eut about the head in
the shape of a bell; but the haivs on
top of the hend stand up four inches,
like a vast tuft or crown, thus pro-
tecting the skull against tie sun.
Hauts or caps are never used by the
natives. The dress of wenlthy
males or fumales consists in two
large embroidered pluces of gauze or
lawn, haviog neither butten, hook,

e | Bbring nor pio to fasten by, but are

held in place by oue or both haunds,
Consequently a rich or mnlest
Soudanere (or Nubian) lady, if ear-
rylng a little oil in a sen ghell, vioe-
gar in a cup, or a parcel of spices,
muet put the shell or pareel on her
head and hold her cluthes or sheets
with her hamls, se asmnet to expose
more than ber arms, legs and a por-
tion of the bagk. A man wholeaves
town aoid starts-in the desert tales
off all and wraps it about his head,
earrylog a lance in his hand.
MORALS AND RELIGION.

Judging these Nubianos by the
standard of our eivilized negrovs,
and mnoticing the discrepaney in
drese, cuatoms and education, some
would conclude that the pecple of
Scudan must be very immoral.

The mistake arises through our
taking the American pegro as a
standards The American slaves
were taken from among the most
barbarous, eruel, beathen tribes of
anthropophagi of Sevegal, Sene.
gambia, Timbuctu and many frum
among the fierce Zulus. Bul the
Abyssinjups and Nubians have
been, since first Egypt was puopled,
always subjucted tov organized zov-
eroments of some sort, and thus
their gpirits. if ever tiarbarous, have
been broken. However destitute of
clothing,these people appear neither
bashful, nor immodest.

People of various ages, strangers
to each other and of both sexes, as-
socinte, do buriness or amuse them-
selves together mnewrly without
clother, nod yet maintain perfect
etiquette. They are resl children of
nature aml eye each other's nudity
a8 much in a matter of fact way ns
onu ox stures serenely at another.
Mere nre some Christinns here of
the ancient Abyssiminn shurch who
practice cireumeision, The others
ire illiterate Mahommueduns who do
not mix religion a8 much in buei-
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ness a8 the Arabsand Turks. Only
one family of Ashkepasim Jews
lives here. There are many Eng-
lishmen here who are officers of the
Egyytlan army, aud, by appear-
ances, believe at least in strong
drink. '
MASSAWA

needs to eceupy but little of 1y at
tention 8o far as concerns the ma-
tives and their pustoms, ar they
difter but rlightly from the Nubinns
and Abyesininne of Buakim. Here,
hwwever, the women wear four or
five rings in each éar. Theear is
thus trimmed with heavy rings from
tep to hottem. Iostead of the fre-
quent Nubisn nose ring inthe wing
of the nostril we sce here ashort
stud, butten or stick of netal or
woo.d, on the right side of the nose,
in the very middle.

The Italians have possessed this
place since rix years ngo. Although
the town has in that shert time as-
sumed 8 guasi Italian aspeet apd
shows many signs of order, reguln-
tions and law, we netice. however,
that yratiog barshoness incidental to o
locality entirely under martial law.

THE BENI IERAEL JEWS

iphahit severnl vitive and towos uf
Yemeu { Arabin). Herw at Massawa
I went arcinl with an old broken-
down Sepbardi Jew from Iindia,
whose friendship I formed by ac-
Loowleduing that 1 wasano Israelite.
By talklog broken Lishana Kodesh
(Hebrew, or titerally the holy lan-
gunge) to him, 1 was hnmediately,
an i am today, reckoned by him a=
a Jew, By this means I had,
through him, accessto a very large
compuny of these Beni Israel (sons
of lsracl) Jews, who forma small
tribe or sect among themselves. 1n
manners and dress they are like the
Arabs, nud the meu are ofieu seen

with Iarge rniogs  io bla-ir
ears and charms about their
necks, which generally  con-

ast of prayers to God, begging
Him to spare the bearer from sud-
den death, disease, ete., and that he
may never be 20 pour as o have lo
bey bread. The erly thing which
materinlly distivguishes them (rom
the Arabs is that they wear long
locks or curls iu frunt of thie ears, ut-
tenfown to the shoulders, while the
rest of the hair is 8hort or shaved in
patclies. T'hey ure of o semewhust
dark color, though light: r than most
Arabs. Usunlly they nreof a deli-
eate huila or coustitution, nad under
AVEerAge Bize.

These Beni Isracl generally make
aliving as gilver apd goldsmiths,
beating out these metals into primi-
tive jewelry for the Arabs and
blacks. Amony tljemselves they
continually speak Hebrew, disdain-
ing Arabic, calling it mamzir (ille-
gitimnte) Hebrew. 1tis universally
conceded that the Arabs of Mecen,
Modina und Yemen speak an Arabic
cuoming nearest to hat of the Koran.
Inlike mapner these Jews speak the
best Heébrew, Im saying '‘hest
Hebrew? we may for a moment
consider iff what may coosist bad or
gnod,

THE HEBREW LANGUAGE.

Hebvew s virtually o twin of
Aribig, Like the Arabie, the
| Hebrew alphabet has no such letters




