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LETTER FROM LORENZO SNOW

LA TOUR VALLEEvaller DE LusEnxz PIED
MOSTMONT ITALICITALIE nov 1

DEAR PRESIDENT hydehyue knowing the
deep interest you feel in the spread of the
truth and the extension of the kingdom of
god I1 forward you this sketch of my labors
my have been replete with I1in-
terestingte events but there being grgreateat unun-
certainty as to the transmission of leletterstter in
SOME COUNTRIES I1 shallshalliotnot enter into many
details

I1 am here in northern italy about thirty
miles from the city of turin the capital of
the sardinian states with me is elder
stenhouse president of the southamptonipton
conference and elder woodard from lon-
don elder toronto has gone to visit his
fathers family in sicily

soon after our arrival here we ascended a
lofty mountain in the vicinity of la tour
where we appeared to be surrounded with
all that was beautiful and sublime beabeforeore
us was a plain so vast that it seemed as if
immensity had become visible all was
level in that ocean of space and yet no
sameness appeared on its fertile bosom
here towns and cities were surrounded by
the resources from which their inhabitants
had been fed for ages ancient and far
famed italy the scene of our mission was
spread out like a vision before our enchant-
ed eyes light and shade produced their ef-
fect in that vast picture to a surprising de-
gree for while the clouds flung their shad-
ows on one part another was illuminated
with the most brilliant sunlight as far as the
eye could reach there amid the sublimity
f nature the lord gave us the manifesta

Asins of hisbis spirit even the earnest of that
r tp ur n which will yet water the church
a thesthos lands such was the spot of

sc neryaery where we sung the praises of the
1I ird and offered the following prayer

Vvi e thy servants holy father come be-
i

be-
t raira dleuie uponupun these mountains and ask thee

03 1L ik upon us in an especial manner and
rr lard our petitions as one friend regards the
jec requests of another forgive all
lurur sins and transtransgressionssessionsres let them no

inore be remembered look oh lord up-
on ccalcaiai ciany sacrifices in leaving our wiveswires
ouyguyur r adreidrenidronn and country to obey thy voice
ai off ring salsaisalvationvaton to this people receive
ur mr 1 adeude in having preserved us from de

strut ti amid the eoldcold wintry blasts andrfr m thh hsostiletiletiie savagessavages of the deserts of A
ii a riin havinghavia ledred us safely over the

i9 ar menwenot eanfin ananganu in having directed us by
tap inolyholy CC host t thesethise vallies of piedmont
Tthn u hb nti A showshowna u that here thou hast hid
I1i it pip artion of the house of israel in thy
narlnaru v e this dilyoilyoly lift into view before this
pi 1 mdind this nation the ensign of thytily

ILrdI L d prophet and patriarch joseph andand
IT rSmith uieule ensign of the holyly priest

0 o ensign ojof the falness of the gospel
a3 off theethen kingdom once more estah

u u uK ngrg men onoh lord god our fapa
iliiiiv r 10 teteat thou thistilis banner lend us thine

i 7 aidnid in maintaining it before the
aee dark and benighted nations

klykiyvisyvly it wave triumphantly from this time
arthforth till all israel shall have heard and re
4 ived the falness 0off thy gospel and have
16benluenlenen dadodeliveredlivered from their boriboilbondagedage mayalay
their bonds now be broken and Lthehe scales of

darkness fall from their eyes from the lift-
ing up of this ensign may a voice go forth
aheongamong the people of these mountains and
vallies and throughout the length and
breadthbreadth of this land and may it go forth and
be unto thine elect as the voice odtheof the lord
that the holy spirit may fall upon them im-
parting knowledge in dreams and visions con-
cerning this hour of their redemption As
the report of us thy servants shall spread a-
broad may it awaken feelings ofanxiety with
the honest to leamlearn of thy doings and to seek
speedily the path of knowledge

whosoever amonoamongamong this people shall em-
ploy his influence riches or learninglemming to pro-
mote the establishestablishmentment of thy gospel in these
nations may he be crowned with honor in
tjtilistillsilslis world and in the world to come clowncrown-
edFd with eternal life whoever shall use his
influence or power to hinder the establish-
ment oathyof thy gospel in thistilis country may he
become in a surprising manner before the
eyes cfallofallail these nations a monument of weak-
ness folly shame and disgrace suffer us
not ioto be overcome by our eneenemiesmies in the
accomplishment of this business upon which
we have been sent let messengers be pre-
pared and sent forth from heaven to help us
in our weakness and feebleness and to take
the oversight of this work and to lead us to
a glorious consummation

Rremember our families preserve ouroar lives
and our hearts fjon all evil that when we
shall have finished our mission we may re-
turn safely to the bosom of our families
bless elder toronto in sicily and give him
influence and power to lead to salvation many
of his fathers housebouse and kindred bless
prest young and his council the quorum of
the twelve apostles and thy saints univer-
sally and to the father and to the son and
to the holy ghost shall be the praise hon-
or andarid glory now and forever amen

reflecting upon the course which it was
necessary to pursue in this land I1 deemed it
wisdom to write and compile a work for gen-
eral circulation this I1 entitled the VOICE
OF JOSEPH which contains visions of
joseph smith discovery of gold plates filled
with egyptian characters and hieroglyph-
ics their translation into the english lan-
guage by the aid of thetha arim and thum
mimmrmmim the sacred history of america now
clearly revealed from the earliest ages after
the flood to the beginning of the fifth centu-
ry of the christian era organization of the
church of jesus christ of latter day
saintssainta their persecution expulsion from
the statesslates of nilsAlismissouri and illinois martyr-
dom of joseph and hyrum smith banish-
ment of many thodthousandsand saints their travels
in the western wilwllwildernesswilbernederness their presentpredent lo-
cation in upper california their organiza-
tion of the state of deseret the missionarymissionarlonar
labors of their elders sketch cfof their azfalthfaith
and doctrine

thithis we will soon have in extensive circu-
lation in the french language and after-
wards in italian

on the of october an individual who
had opened his house for preaching present-
ed himself as the first candidate for baptism
the introduction of the principles of truth in
all countries has mommore or less been attended
with anxiety and difficulty of these weave have
had oar sharebhare it was therefore with no
small degree of pleasure I1 went down to the
riversideniverriver side to attend to this ordinance pecu-
liar indeed were my feelings ahen I1 thought

on the past thedaridartpresentresent and endeavored tot
penetrate the dark labyrinth of unborn time
I1 rejorojorejoicediced that the lord had thus far biesselblesbies serf
our efforts and enabled me to open the door
ofhisbis kingdom in dark and benighted italy
myaly brethren stood on the river bank the on-
ly human witnesses of this interesting scene
having long desired this eventful time
sweet to us all were the soft sounds of the
italian as I1 administered and opened a door
which SO MAN CAN SHUT

slowly and silently as the acomacorn vegetatesvege
in the earth has the work of the lordard pro-
gressed until at length we see the first green
leaf as the promise of the tree that will one
day cover italy with its shadowing branches

when we say that we are in italy do not
imagine that we are placed amid its palace
ofmarblemarbie nor gazing upon the astoastonishing
productions of art which adorn many por-
tions of this wondrous land I1 am dwelling
at the foot of the alps amid a people that
are deep in the abyss of poverty therounthe moun-
tains around arearc mantled in snow but there
is little fuel to warm the peasants hearth
with his family he passes the winters eve-
ning inin the stable it seems as if all house-
hold comfort had long since taken farewell
of these regions but though other por-
tions

I1
of italy may boast of the olive and the

0orangerange or the painters skillshill and the sculp-
tured stone here there is someomsomethingething of
mightier attraction to the servants of the
lord a people apparently honest and up-
right though long shrouded in darkness
this singular race has kept distinct from all
others torlor many ages they are called

Vandoes or their archivearchives
present scenes of thrilling interest

alyisyes go thou to the hamlet vales
of the alpine mountains old

if thou hear immortal taleswes
by the wind s dead whisperspers told

go if thou lovat the soil to tread
where man hath bravely striven

and blood like incense hath been shad
an ofleofferingring unto heaven

for oer the snows and round the pines
hath swept a noble flood

the nurture of the peasantpeasants vines
hath been the martyrs blood

A spirit stronger than the sword
and loftier than despair

through all the heroic regions bourd
breathes in the generous air

this people though nominally protestant
are full of tradition the persecutions they
have endured have produced in their minds
thetile conviction that they are the elect of the
lord that they are the light of the earth and
that they have attained the height ofspiritual
knowledge it may thethereforelefore be expected
the work of the lord will forlor a while be slow
and tedious jetyet we feel perfectly assured
that thousands orthisof this people will receive the
gospel

in a few days I1 will send elder stenhouse
to geneva in switzerland where I1 shall
soon n joinu him I1 shall circulate theguvoVOICEworwoyOF JOSEPH through ulcthe swiss
cantons and almaim iinotheranother work which I1 amara
gettingretting translated

with icye to ramilfamily anandd nilan tiltile
saints I1 amyam yourscurs vervt rvv
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