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THE DESERET NEWS.

DISCOURSE

Ly Flder WILFORD WOOD-
RUFF, delivered in the 13th
Ward Assembly Rooms,
Janwary 12, 1878.

RRPORTED BY D. W, EVANS,
My address this afternoon will be
intended for those who profess to
he Latter-day Saints—those who
have entered into covenant with
the Lord our God. 1 am surround-
ed with those who know by experi-
ence that we are dependent upon
the influenece and inspiration of
the Holy Ghost to enable us to
teach the things of the Kingdom of
God. My faith is that no man, in
this or any other generation, is able
to teach and edify the inhabitants
of the earth without the Inspiration
of the Bpirit of God. As a people
weé have been placed in positions
the last forty years which have
taught, in all our administrations
and labors, the necessity of acknow-
ledging the hand of God in all things.
We feel this necessity to-day. I
know that I am not qualified to
teach elther the Latter-day Saints
or the world without the Spirit of
God. 1 desire this this afternoon,
and also your faith and prayers,
that my mind may be led in a
channel which may be beneticial
to you. In my public teaching 1
never permit my mind to follow in
any channel exeept that which the
Hplrit dictates to me, and this is
the position we all occupy when we
meet with the SRaints, or when we
o forth to preach the gospel. As
Jesus told his apostles, Take no
thought what ye shall say, it is
told us, Take no thought what we
shall say; but we treasure up in our
minds words of wisdom by the
blessing of God and studying the
best books.

We are told in the 24th chapter of
Matthew, that Jesus, on a certain
occasion, taught his disciples many
things concerning his gospel, the
temple, the Jews, his second com-
ing and the end of the world; and
they asked him—NMaster,what shall
be the sign of these things? The
savior answered them, but in a
very brief —manner. As my mind
runs a little in that channel 1T feel

disposec portion of the

{ to read a
word of the Lord unto us, which ex-
plains this matter more fully than
it he SMavior explained it tp his dis-
ciples. That ion of the word ot
the Lord which T shall read, is a
revelation given to the Latter-day
Baints, March 7, 1831, forty-two
years ago next March., It eommen-
veson the 133rd page of the Book of
Doetrine and Covenants. :

[The speaker read the revelation
and then resumed his  remarks
as follows:]

I want to ask who are looking for
the fulfillment of these events,
and who upon the earth are prepar-
ing themselves for the fulfill-
ment of the word of the Lord
through the mouths of prophets,
patriarchs and apostles for the last
~<ix thousand years? Nobody that 1
have any knowledge of, without it
is the Latter-day Saints, and
i for one feel that we are
not. half so mueh awake as
we ought to be,and not half as
well prepared as we ought to be for
the titemendous events which are
coming upon the earth in quick
«uceession in these latter days.
Who can the Lord expect to pre-
pare for his second coming but his
=aints? None. Why? Because. as
is said in this revelation, light has

come forth to the inhabitants of the |
carth, and they have rejected it, be-

cause their deeds are evil. This
message has been proelaimed among

the Christian nations of Europe and |

America, and in many other na-
tions, for the E&at forty vears. In-
spired men—the elders of Israel—
have gone forth witheut purse or
serip declaring the gospel of life and
talvation to the nations of the
world, but they have rejected their
testimony, and condemnation rests
upon them therefor. As the pre-
pﬂﬂt said, ‘““Darkness covers the
earth and gross darkness the minds
of the people.” Who believe in the
fulfilment of prophecy and revela-
tion? Who, among priests and
I'rmf)le, to-day, has any faith in the
sayings of Jesus Christ? If there
be any people besides the Saints
whose eyes are open to the great
events whieh will soon overtake
the nations, I would like to know
and visit them. I would to God
that the eyes of the Latter-day
Saints were open far more than
they are to those things that
rest upon them! The Lord is look-
ing to them alone to build up his
Zion here in the mountains of Ix.

rael, and to prea«;mré the bride, the
Lamb’s wife, for the roming of the

| fulfillment of the revelations which
the Lord has given to us as much
'as ] believe that 1 have a soul to
save or lose, or as muech as 1 believe
in the shining of the sun in the
finrnament of heaven. Why? Be-
cause every word that God has ever
spoken, whether by his own voice
out of the heavens, by the minis-
tration of angels or by the mouths
of Inspired men, has been fulfilled to
the very letter as far as time has
permitted. We have fulfilled many
of the sayings of the prophets of
God. The revelation 1 have read
this afternoon was given forty-two
Yyears Has there been any
sound of war since then? Hasthere

been any sound of war in our land

since that period? Has there heen
any standard lifted up to the na-
tions, any gathering together of the
people into these mountains of Is-
rael from nearly all nations? There
has. We have had a beginning,the
fig tree is leaving, putting forth its
leaves in the sight of all men, and
the signs in both heaven and earth
all indicate the coming of the Lord
Jesus (Christ.

When my mind, under the influ-
ence of the Spirit of God, is open to
comprehend these things I many
times marvel and wonder, not only
at the world but also at ourselves,
that we are not 1nore_anxious and
diligent in preparing ,ourselves and
our families for the events now at

and the earth pass away, not one
jn;c.ﬂmr tittle of the word of the Lord
x
propheey of Neripture that is of any
private interpretation, but boly men
of God spake as they were moved
upon by the Holy Ghost, and their
words will be fulfilled on the earth.
We are approaching an impor-
ant time, As Jesus once said, The
world hate me.and without a cause,
therefore I have chosen you out of
the world, and the world hate you
also. The servant is not above his
master, you are not above me, they
have hated me and they will hate
vou. The Lord has ehosen the Lat-
ter-day Saints, and through them
has =ent a mess to all nations
under heaven. The Zion of God is
opposed by priest and people In ev-
ery sect, party and denomination in
Christendora. The elders of lsrael
have been called from the plough,
cupations of life, to go forth and
bear record of these things to the
world. We have followed this up
until the present time for more than
forty-two yeam—forty-three years
next April. The kingdom has stead-
ily grown, and while we have la-
hored we have seen the fulfillment
of the word of the Lord. The sea
has gone beyond its bounds, there

places, and there have also been
wars and rumors of wars. These are
only a beginning, their fulness has
not yvet opened upon the sons of
men, but it is at their doors; it isat
the doors of this generation and
of this mnation. And when the
world rize up against the kingdom
of God in these latter days, should
the Raints have any fears? Should
we fear because men, in their secret
chambers, concoct plans to over-
throw the kingdom of God? We
should not. There is one thing we
ghould do, and that is, pray to :
Every rigimtenuﬁ man has done this,
even Jesus the Savior, the Only Be-
gotten of the Father in the fesh,
had to pray, from the manger to
the c¢ross, all the wsﬁ' through; eve-
ri' day he had to eall upon his Fa-
ther to Eive him grace to sustain
him in his hour of affliction and to
enable him to drink the bitter cup.
So with his disciples. They were
baptized with the same baptism that
he was baptized with; they suffered
the same death that he died, bein
crueified as he was, They sealed thelr
testimony with their blood. Nev-
ertheless all that Jesus said con-
cerning the Jews has had its ful-
fillment to the present day. This
should be a strong testimony to the
whole infidel world of the truth of
Christ’s mission and divinity. Let
them look at the Jewish nation and
thestate of the world, in fulfillment
of the words of the Savior eighteen
hundred yvears ago in Jerusalem. It
is one of the strongest testimonies
in the world of the falfillment of re-
velation, the truth of the Bible and
the mission of Jesus Christ. The
Jews have fulfilled the words of
Moses, the prophets and Jesus, up
to the present day. They have
been dispersed and trampled under
the feet of the Gentile world now
for eighteen hundred years, When
Pontius Pilate wished 'to release
Jesus (Christ, saving that he found

our doors, fo1 though the heavens

go unfulfilled. There is no

‘generation.

plane, hammer and the various oe-

have been emrthguakes in  divers|

| no fault in that just man, the high

ews present on that occasion eried,
“Cruclity him, and let his blood be
tﬂ)on us and upon our children.”

as it not followed them to this
day, and been manifest in their dis-
persion, persecution and oppression
through the whole Gentile world

And they have to fulfill the words
of the Lord still further. As I have
been reading to you to-day, the
Jews have got to gather to their
own land in unbelief. They will

temple. They will take their gold
and silver from the nationsand will
gather to the Holy Land, and when
they have done this and rebuilt their
city, the Gentiles, in fulfillment of
the words of Ezekiel, Jeremiah and
other prophets, will go up against
Jerusalem to battle and to take a
smil and a prey; and then, when
they have taken one half of Jeru-
salem eaptive and distressed the

their Great Deliverer, Shiloh, will
come. They do not believe in Jesus
of Nazareth now, nor ever will un-
til he comes and sets his foot on
Mount Olivet and it eleaves in
twain, one part
east, and the other towards the

wounds in his hands and in his
feet, they will say, **Where did you
get them?” And he will reply, I
am Jesus of Nazareth, King of the
Jews, vour Shiloh, himmn whom you
crucified.” Then, for the first time
will the eyes of Judah be opened.
They will remaain in unbelief until
that day. This is one of the events
that will transpire in the latter day.

The gospel of Christ has to go to
the Gentiles until the rd
says ‘“‘enough,” until their times
are fulfilled, and it will be in this
Forty years have pas-
sel since the revelation 1 have
read was given to the sons of men,
We are living in a late age, al-
though it is true there are a great
many vast and important events
transpire in these days. Bul one
thing is ceotain, though the Lord
has not revealed the day nor the
hour wherein the Son of Man shall
come, he has pointed out the gene-
ration, and the signs predicted as
the fore-runners of that great event
have begun to appear in the hea-
vens and on the earth, and they
will continue until all is consum-
mated. 1f we, as Latter-day Saints,
want anything to stir us up, let us
read the Bible,  Book of Mormon
and the Book of Doetrine and Cove-
nants, they contain enough to edi-
fy and instruet us in the things of
God. Treasure up the revelations
of God and the gospel of Christ con-
tained therein.

I feel a great responsibllity resting
upon me, and it also restsupon you,
Joseph Smith and Brigham Youn
alone have not been ealled to buil
up in the latter day that great and
mighty kKingdom of God which Dan-
iel foretold, and which he said
should be thrown down no more
for ever. I say, they were not eall-
ed to be the only ones to labor in
building up that great and glorious
Zion, w was to become terrible
to all nations; nor their counsellors,
nor the Twelve Apostles; but this
responsibility rests upon every one
of the Lord’s anointed upon the face
of the earth, I do not care who they
are, whether male or female, and
the Lord will require this at the
hands of all the Latter-day Saints.
I therefore desire that we may be
awake to these subjects, and to the

ition we occupy before God and
in the world.

The inhabitants of the earth may
hate and oppose us, as they did Je-
sus Christ, and as they have all in-
npimﬂ men, as they did Noah,
Enoch, Abiasham, lIsaaec, Jacob,

£ | Isaiah, Jeremiah, and all the proph-

ets who ever lived. They have al-
ways been a thorn in the flesh to
the world. Wh#? Because they
had enough independence of mind
to rebuke sin, to maintain the
promises of God unto man, and to
proclaim the declarations of the Al-
mighty unto the inhabitants of the
earth, fearless of consequences. The
 last song sung here was, “Do what
is right, let the consequence fpl-
low.” That is what T say to the

is right, maintain our religion be-
fore Oti, be valiant in the testimo-
ny of Jesus Christ, and prepare our-
selves for his coming, for it is near,
-and this is what God requires at our
hands. He leans upon no other
Emple; he expects from no people

ut those who have obeyed his gos-
pel and gathered here the accom-

lishment of his great work, the
'building up of hiz latter-day Zion

priests, seribes, pharisees and other
Creat Biidegroom. 1 believe in the|J

for eighteen hundred years? It has? |

go and rebuild Jerusalem and their

Jews for the last time on the earth,

going towards the

west. Then, when they behold the

last forty years. We have come up

(o

Ar an individual, T will say that

Latter-day Saints. Let us do what

-

and Kingdom, And,as] have said,
this responsibility rests not only up-
on prophets and apostles, but upon
every man and woman who hasen-
tered into covenant with him. 1
say that we are too near asleep, we
are not half awake to the position
that we oceupy before God, and the
responsibilities we are under to

him. We should be on the wateh
tower.

Who is going to be prepared for
the coming of the Messiali? These
men who enjoy the Holy Ghost and
live under the inspiration of the Al-
mlght-y, who abide in Jesus Christ
and bring forth fruit to the honor
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docs not like us very well. Tucifer,
the Son of the Morning, does nol
like the idea of revelation to the
Saints of God, and he has inspired
the hearts of a great many men,
since the gospel was restored to the
earth, to make waragainst us.  But
not one of them hasmade anything
out of it yet—neither glory, immor-
tality, eternal life nor money., No
man or people ever did make any-
thing by fighting against God in the
past, and no man or people will
ever make anyvthing by taking thui
course in the future.

Thisg is the work and Kingdom of
God; this is the Zion of God and

and glory of God. No other people
will be. There never was a more
infidel generation of Christians on
the face of the earth than there is
to-day. They do not expect that
God will do anything in a temporal
point of view towards the fulfill-
ment of his promises; they are not
looking forward for the establish-
ment of his Kingdom, or for the
building up of hi« Zion on the earth.
Their eyes are closed to these
things, because they have rejected
the light. When Joseph Smith
brought this gospel to the world,
there was a greal deal move faith in
(God, a great deal more faith in his
revelations, and, according to the’
light they had, a great deal more
pure and undefiled religion than
there is now. We have carried the
gospel to all Christian nations who
would permit us, and they have re-
jected it, and they are under con-
demnation. Our own nation is un-
der condemnation on this account.
This land, North and South Amer-
ica, is the land of Zion, it is a choice
land—the land that was given by
promise from old father Jacob to his
grandson and his descendants, the
land on which the Zion of God
should be established in the latter
days. We have been fultilling the
Fmpllﬁtieﬁ concerning it, for the

here and established the kingdoms:
True, it is small to-day, it may be
compared to a mustard seed, but as
the Lord our God lives, the little
one will become a thousand, and

the ehureh of Christ, and we are
¢alled by his name. The Latter-
day Saints have to abide in Christ,
and we can not do that unless we
bring forth fruit, any more than the
branch of the vine can unless it
abide in the vine. To abide in
Christ we must enjoy the Spirit of
(iod, that our minds may be en-
lightened to comprehend the things
of God. Whenl Jook at the history
of the church of God In these
latter days I many times marvel at
what has been done and how we
have progiessed, considering the
traditions, unbelief, failings, follies
and nonsense that man is heir to in
the flesh. We have had a great
many traditions to overcome and
the opposition of the world to con-
tend with from the beginning until
to-day. Brethren and sisters, we
should be faithful. The Lord
has put into our hands the powerto
build up his Zion and kingdom on
the earth, and we have more to en-
courage us than was ever possessed
by any generat ion that has pred eded
us,  We have the privilege of build-
ing up a kingdom that will stand
for ever. Noah and the Antedilu-
vian world did not have this priv-
ilege. Enoch built up the Zion of
God a little while, and the Lord
took it away. Jesus and the Apos-
tles came here. Jesus ful lled his
mission, preached the gospel, was
rejected by the Jews, and was cru-
cified. His dizeiples had a similar
fate, and the gospel was taken to
the Gentile nations, with all its

the snall one a strong nation, and
the T.ord Almighty will hasten it
in his own time, and the world will
learn one thing in this generation,
and that is, that when they ficht
against Mount Zion, they fight
against the decreesof the Almight ¥
and the principles of eternal life,

I' rejoice before God that T have
lived to hear the principles of eter-
nal life proelaimed to the sons of
men; I rejoice that I have lived to
see this people gathered together, 1
rejolee in coming to the Jand of Zi-
on with the Saiuts of God. When
we caine here twenly-four years
ago, we were a little handful of
men, pioneers: we came to a parch-
ed and barren desert. Since then
we have built up six hundred miles
of eities, towns, villages, gardens,
farms and orchards; and while do-
ing this we have had to contend
with the opposition of both priest
and people. Have they prevailed?
They have not, and they will not.
Why? Beeause he who sits in the
heavens, the Lord our God, has de-
creed certain things and they will
come to pass; because the Lord s
watehing over the interests of this
flﬂ)l'}lfﬂ He requires us to work with

1iim, he is at work for us. It is our
duty to build these temples here—
this in Salt Lake City, another in

St. George, in Logan or wherever
they may be needed for the benefit of
the Saints of God in the latterdays.

I think many times that many of
us will get to heaven before we shall
want to go there. If we were to go

there to-day, many would meet

their friends in the spirit world and

it would be a reproach to them, for

you, Latter-day Saints, in one scnse |
of the word, hold in vour hands the

salvation of your dead, for we can

do much for them. But I think

many times that our hearts are too |
much set on the vain things of the

duties devolving upon usconnected
with the gospel. We are too much
after gold and silver, and we give
our hearts and attention to tempo-
ral matters at the expense of the
light and truth of the gospel of Je-
sus ("hrist.

We have not much time to spare
as a people, for a great werk is re-
quired at our hands. I know that,
without the power of God, we
should not have been able to do
what has been done; and I also

to build up
power, beauty and glory were it not
that our prayers ascend into the
ears of the Lord God of Rabaoth,
and he hears and answers them.

The world hassought ouroverthrow
from the beginning. and the devil

world te attend to many important |

know that we never should be able | would do it.
the Zion of God in |

gifts and blessings and power, and
Paul the Apostle of the Gentiles
warned them to take heed lest
they, in turn, should lose it through
their unbelief.

You know how it has been with
themi—that there has been a falling
away, and that for seventeen hun-
dred years the voice of a prophet or
apostle has not been heard in the
world: and now again, in these lat-
ter days, the Leord Almighty, re-
membering his promises made from
generation to generation, has sent
angels from heaven to restore f{o
man the gospel and has given au-
thority to administer the =same.
The Revelator John says he raw
an angel flying through the
midst of heaven, having the ever-
lasting gospel to preach to them
that dwell on the earth, to every
nation, kindred, tongue and panlﬂﬂ,
cayving with a loud voiee, “Fear
(izod and give glory to him who
made the heavens, the earth, the
seas and the fountains of water, for
the hour of God’s judgment has
come. ™

Oh! ye Gentile nations, wake up
and prepare yourselves for that
whicli is to eome, for as God lives
his judgments are at your door.
They are at the door of our nation,
and the thrones and kingdoms of
the whole world will fall, and all
the-efforts of men combined cannot
save them. Itisa day of warning,
but not of many words, to the na-
tions. The Lord is going to makea
short work., or no flesh could be
saved. If it were not for the man-
ifestation of the powerof God what
would be the fate of his Zion and
people? The same as in the daysof
(‘hrist and his apostles.  The Lord
has had Zion before his facoe from
before the foundafion of the world,
and he is going to build it up.
“Who am 1,” saith the Lord, **that
I promi=e and do not fulfil?” The
Lord never made a promise to the
sons of men whieh he has not ful-
filled, therefore Latter-day Saints,
you have all the encouragement in
the world to sustain you in the faith
that the Zion of God will remain on
the earth. The work is in our
hands to perform, the God of hea-
ven requires it of us and if we fail
to build it up we shall be under
condemnation; and the Lord would
remove us out of the way and he
would raise up another people who
Why? Because the
Almighty bas deereed that this
work shall be performed on the
earth, and no power on earth or in
hell ean hinder it

I would here say to our delegate
to Congress, when you go to Wash-
Lington, have no fears with reeard 1o




