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The Winter morn of eheerteer gray
Daw s slowly up the sky;

And {n the cold, blesk light of day
The drifting snow wreaths lie.

And ] greon thange are loat to sight
Benaath u welght of anow,

And down tnto the cold, dark night
The Winter day deth go.

But 'mig the gioom of wintry skies
T ioe n vision fair

Of fregy Bpring morns that brightly rise
With avveet and baimy air.

Even Lthos, moat gracious Lord, amid
The gloom of death we BCe
© everlasting safoly hid
And garnered, Lord, in Thee.

The dreary grave is bat the field
AWhere lies the hopeful gran,
M what with many a tear wo yicld
a1l be our own ngnin.
J.G. HOWDEN ln Chamders® Journal.

THE LESSER PRIESTHOOD

! There are in tire Chureh of Christ
W0 branches of the Holy Priesthood
—the Melchisedek, which is the
f;:“xﬂ‘, and joeludes the less, and
whi hlll'on.lc or Lusscr Priesthood,
th €0 acts under the direction of
® higher. They are channels of
t.hwm Yight and power. Through
k 3 _Melchiaudek Priesthood flow the
Diritua) blemsings to the Church;
nor[?llgh the Aaronic come direc-
Chu'“wito'the temporalities of the
ba]nmh. ) Che provinee of the Intter
at!! chiefly to minister in things
rt.hmc temporal, that is for this
oy and the present tinte, it is
£y the L_ea.qur Priesthood. be-
4 the things that are spiritual
mmg:‘:m‘, for they are eternal and
thatpml end prineiples nnd powers
the ate t0 al] the worlds and all
YN
ldt'“"zll]mt th.e Purpose of this article
ong o Particularly upon the fune-
to cal] bd gphere of the higher, but
attention to some of the duties
hm]p“rlmsea of the Lesser Priest-
At the head of this branch is
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{the Bishopric. Priests after the
order of Anron. when organized
into n quorum, must be presided
over in n quorum capaclty by a
Bighop nnd two Counselors. The
i*residing Bishopric, or Bishopric of
the Church, preside over all the
Bishops in their siimple capacity of
Bishops.

This requires some explanation.
The otfice of a Bishop belongs to a
lineal firstborn descendant of Anron
whose lineage has been determined
by revelntion or satisfactory proof.
But In the absvnce of such n des-
cendnut, as the greater includes the
lews, & High Priest after the Order
of Melchisedek may be ordnined nnd
ret apart to act in the offiee of
Rishop. The presiding Bishopric
bhave no jurisdiction over him as n
High Priest, but oanly over his posi-
tion in the Lesser ’riesthood.

The mingling of these two offices
or callings sometimes creates a little
confusion in the minds of those who
do not thoroughly understand them.
Bishops are appointed to act in the
suvernl Wards. With two Counsel-
ors, each Bishop sits as 1 common
Jjudge in lsracl. If he were a lincal |
firstborn descendant of Aaron, he
could act in that capacity without
Counselors. He may receive tithes
nntl offerings, reguinte the temporal
affuirs of the Church in his Ward,
preside over the lesser Priesthood,
see that the poor are provided for,
and that the members do their duty,
and give connsel in secular affuirs
ns may L necessary for the welfare
of the members and of the Ward.
But he eannot, as n Bishop, preside
over meetings when nn kKlder ig
present, conflrm by the laying on of
hnnds, officially bless a child, or do
nnything that of right comes unde,
the nuthority of the Maelchisedek
Priesthood.

It is nn error, therefory, to say that
such s Ward is presided over by

Bishop 8o-nnd-8o; that a child re-
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ceived ‘“a Bishop’s blessing;” or
that Bishop S8nuch-n-one confirmed
a member in the Chureh, or that he
ordained nn Elder. The High
Priest who has been ordainend and
set npnrt to net as o Bishop may pro-
side, ordain, confirm and bless, but
he does all these things as n High
Priest nfter the order of Melchise-
dek, nnd not as n Bishop, who acts
simply in the Aaronic Priesthood.

This distinction should be kept in
mind. When a Bishop’s court sits
it does not net in the Meleliisedek
Priesthood. ‘There 8 no such o
court in the Church as a tribunal of
three High Priests. The First
I’'residency s not n court. The most
important cases are to be enrried up
to the High Couneil, composed of
twelve High Priests and presided
over by u presiding High Priest and
his two Counselors, or by either or
both of tbem. To this tribunal
cages may Le nppealed from the de-
cisions of the Bishops’ Courta.

A Bishop {8 not a ruler, as sup-
poscd by some persons who write
ngainst “Mormonism.”” His fupe-
tions are ministerial and judieinl, in
nn ecclesinstical sense. One im-

 portant duty of the Bishopric is enre

for the needs of the poor. This
comprehends something more than
receiving and disbursing alms. The
feeble, aged, and sick, who are in-
digent, need support from funds in
the hands of the Bishop. But the
poor, who nre not disabled, sheuld
hnve employment rather than gratu-
ities. Tdlenesa leads to viee, and
pauperism is a socinl evil. To find
work for those who eannot find it
for themsolves, I8 one of the Inbors
incident to the offices in the lesser
Priesthood, and is apecinlly within
the sphere of the Bishops.

There is porhaps no more iny-
portant opportunity for the exercise
of the wisiom, digcretion and ben-
evolence required in magnifying the
calling of a Bighop than in promot-



