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the winter morn of cheerless gray
agnsawns slowly up the sky
14 iaht the eoldcold bleak light of day
the drifting snow wreaths lie

andan anall lostlon togreen things are sight
keneath a weight of snowenow

AINAIM downclown into the cold dark night
thothe winter day dothcloth go

but mid the gloom of wintry skies
1 isewa vision fairvt fresh spring morns that brightly riseriat
with sweet and balmy air
van thins mostmoat graograciousious lord amid
therhe gloom of death we see

lifeaf everlasting safely hid
andd garnered lord in thee

alae ary grave is but the field
where lies the hopeful grain

anddwhatat with many a tear we yieldswrhall be owour own againJ G in chambers journal

THEE LESSER priesthood
theftere arean in the church of christwo brandies of the holy priesthood
ttethe which is the

greasersgreaterster and includes the less andthe Aaronlc or lesser priesthoodachch acts under the direction ofthee higher they are channels of
divine light and power throughajae

edekek priesthood howflow the
bleaaings to the church

ugh the come diorec
one aas to the temporalitiesties of the

the province of the latterbeing chiefly to mirtministerister in thingsthatewt are tetemporal that is for this
earthh and the present time it iscalled tilethe lesserleaser priesthood be-teuse the things that are spiritualate6 fegter for they are eternal and
that

tt principles and powers

theth reterelate to auall the worlds and allagatageg
4 is1 notlot theto purpose of this articledwellell

als particularly upon the funeawa
t and sphere of the higher butaallvw 4attentionaln to some of the dutiesaw
hood

sm poses of the lesser priestoa at the head of this branch tois

the bishopric priests after the
order of aaron when organized
into a quorum roastmust hebe presided
over in a quorum capacity by a
bishop and two counselors the
presiding bishopric or bishopric of
the church preside over all the
bishops in their simple capacity of
bishops

this requires somesame explanation
the office of a bishop belongs to a
lineal firstbornfirst born descendant of aaron
whose lineage has been determined
by revelation or satisfactory proof
but in the absence of such a des-
cendantcendant as the greater includes the
less a high priest after the order
of Melchi sedek may be ordainedand
set apart to act in the office of
bishop the presiding bishopric
have no jurisdiction over him as a
high priest but only over his posi-
tion in the lesser priesthood

the mingling of these two offices
or callings sometimes creates a little
confusion in the minds of those who
do not thoroughly understand them
bishops are appointed to act in the
several wards with two counsel-
ors each bishop sits as a common
judge in israel if he were a lineal
firstbornfirst born descendant of aaron he
could act in1 that capacity without
counselors he may receive tithes
and offerings regulate the temporal
affairs of the church in hishie ward
preside over the lesser priesthood
see that the poor are provided for
and that the members do their duty
and give counsel in secular
as may be necessary for the welfare
of the members and of the ward
but he cannot as a bishop preside
over meetings when an elder is
present confirm by the laying on of
hands officially bless a child or do
anything that of right comes under
the authority of the Melchi sedek
priesthood

it is an error therefore to say that
such a ward Is presided over by
bishop gobo and soao that a child re

a bishopsshopsBl blessing or
that bishop such a one confirmed
a member in the church or that hebe
ordained an elder theme high
priest who has been ordained and
set apart to act as a bishop waymay pre-
side ordain confirm and bless but
he does all these things asaa a high
priest after the order of melchisde
dek and not as a bishop who acts
simply in the priesthood

this distinction should be kept in
mind when a bishops court sits
it does not act in the Melchi sedek
priesthood there is no such a
court in the church as a tribunal of
three high priests the first
presidency is not a court the most
important easescases are to be carried up
to the high council composed of
twelve high priests and presided
over by a presiding high priest and
his two counselors or by either or
both of them to this tribunal
cases may be appealed from the de-
cisions of the bishops courts

A bishop is not a ruler as sup-
posed by some persons who write
against mormonism PP his func-
tions are ministerial and judicial in
an ecclesiastical sense one im-
portant duty of the bishopric is care
for the needs of the poor this
comprehends something more than
receiving and dledisbursingbursing alms the
feeble aged and sick who are in-
digent need support from funds in
the hands of the bishop but the
poor who axeare not disabled should
have employment rather than gratu-
ities ildidlenessleness leads tooto vice indand
pauperism is a social evil to findfilid
work for those who cannot find it
for themselves is one of the labors
incident to the offices in the lesser
priesthood and is specially within
the sphere of the bishops

there is perhaps no more im-
portant opportunity for the exercise
of the wisdom discretion and ben-
evolenceevolence required in magnifying the
calling of a bishop than in pramot


