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I1 win read a portion of the ath
chapter of paulspau Is epistle to the ro-
mans
I1 sayaay the truth in christ I1 lie not my

bonseonsconscienceenee also bearing me witness in the
holyoly ghost

that I1 haveIbave ergreateat heaviness and continual
sorrow in my heartart

for I1 could wish that myself cereacwere ac-
cursed from christ foror my brethren my
kinsmen according to the flesh

who are israelites to whom pert aineth
tthele aadoptiontion and the glory and the coven-
ants pda to and the giving of the law and the
service of god and the promises

whose are the fathers and of whom as
concerning the flesh ly hrutjohnst came who isin
overallover all god blessed foreverfor ever amen

not as though the word of god hath taken
none effect for they are not all israel
which are of israel

neither because they are the seed of
abraham are they allali childrenildrenoh but inisaac shall thy seed be called

that is they which are the children of
the flesh these are not the children otof god
but the children of the promise are counted
for the seed

for this is the word of propromisemiso at this
time will come and sarah shall have a
son

and not only this but when rebecca
also had conceived by one even by our
father isaac

for the children being not yet born
neither havillhaving done any good or evil that1the purpose of god according to election
might stand not of works but of him that
calletacalleth

it was said unto her the elder shall
serve the younger

As it is written jacob have I1 loved but
beau have I1 hated

what shall we say then Isio there un-
righteousness with god god forbid

for he saith to moses I1 will have mercy
on whom I1 will have mercy ind I1 will have
compassion on whom I1 will have compas-
sion

sogo then it is not of him that willeth normor of
him trtat but of god that
mercy

for the Scripscriptureturo saith unto aloahpharoah
even for vais same purpose have I1 raisedraisethee upftp that I1 might showshew my power inthee and that my name might be declared
throughout all the earth

therefore hath he mercy on whom hebe
will have mercy and whom he will he har
ceneth

thou wilt say then unto me why doth
he ye and fault for who hath resistedhiskihis will

nay but 0 man who art thou that re
againstnot god shall the thing formedsay to him that formed it why hast thoumade me thus

hath not the potter power over the clay
of the same lump to make one vessel untohonor and another unto dishonor

what if god willing to shew his wrath
and to make his power known endureth
with much longsufferinglongsuffering the vessels of
wrath fitted to destruction

and that he might make known the riches
of his glory on the vessels of mercy which
he had afore prepared unto glory1oryeven us whom he hath calicalledled not of thejews only but also of the gentiles

in addressing you this afternoon
I1 desire very much to have an
interest in your faith and prayers
that wymy remarks may be prompted
and accompanied by the spirit of
OWgod and that they may be profit-
able to us it is our privilege in
coming together to be fed with the
bread of life I1 would not take
much Dlecleasureallure in meeting as we do
today and certainly not in speak-
ing if I1 did not partake 0of the
spirit of godagod so that my heart
would be made to rejoice in the
truth and I1 myself be strengthened
by that which should be said I1
often remark that our spiritual

wants need to be supplied just as
much as our physical wants there
are many even among the latter
day saints who undergo a species of
starvation through neglect in at-
tending meetings and availing
themselves of the opportunities
which god has given unto us they
do not get that spiritual nourish-
ment which is as necessary to make
the man or the woman in christ
jesus perfect as it is that we should
partake of earthly food to sustain
our bodies

this scripture which I1 have read
in your hearingbearing contains some re-
markable expressions nd it has
been by many individualsIndividualstoto
convey the idea that there is a pre-
destination or foreordinationnation bybv
which some men are elected to be
saved and others are predestined to
be damned even among latter
day saints I1 have heard remarks
made to the effect that there was
something in this doctrine and
that although the idea was not
fully conveyed certain individuals
were selected to be vessels of wrath
and did not have it in their power
to help themselves but viwereere in-
evitablyevitably destined to receive certain
punishment and to take such a
course of life as would bring upon
themselves this punishment

only a few days ago one of our
sisters in speaking of a young man
who had gone astray seemed to be
at a losslose to understand why he
should have been left to take evil
courses she asked me howbizow it was
that the elders hadbad been led to help
that young man or that child
he was a child at the time

how they were led to emelect
him to pachispay his passage and bring
him to zion and then he be per-
mitted after be reached here and
had grown up to go to theibe bad she
wanted to know why god would
prompt0 his servants to do as they
did and suffer such results to follow
of course the reflection was made
that there wu something inscruta-
ble about this providence something
that needed explanation and the
inference might be drawn from the
inquiries chih h were made that
god in some manmannerner had failed to
do that which should be done or to
exercise his providence in a way
that it should be exercised to com-
pass the salvation of his children
and especially of this young person

now if there is auyanythingthing that tola
clear in the gospel of the lord
jesus christ as it is revealed totn us
in these last days it is this that
eveveryery human being born on the
earth has given unto him and unto
her the utmost latitude in the exer-
cise of his or her agency we are
taught and it is made exceeding
plain in the word of god that we
can exercise our free agency to the
fullest extent necessary to make us
responsible for our acts and by its
exercise to gain for ourselves glory
IBfia the eternal worlds and the reward
which god gives unto his faithful
childrenchildrenj or on the other hand the
condemnation and punishment that
wickedness inevitably brings upon
those who practise it thisT is is a
fundamental principle of the gospel
of the lord jesus christ and weve as
hishia followers should clearly under

stand it if we do wrong and we
have it in our power to do wrong
we must be responsible for that we
do it because we elect to do it and
not because we are compelled by
some power over which we have no
control to commit this wrong on
thetee other hand if we do right it is
because we exercise our agencyagena in
that direction and not because 11tthereere
is a power exercised over us which
compels us to do right those who
reach that blissful state that godclod has
prompromised tto tthehe faithful could not
enjoy0 happinesspi 3ess there if they ob-
tained it in anyny other way than by
the exercise of their agency so80
with punishment if men should
be punished for acts that they were
compelled to commit by a power
superior to their own how unjust
would it liebe to punish them
and how properly they could re-
proach our creator for holding them
accountable for the commission of
deeds in which they had no agency

there is no such principle as this
in the gospel the gospel of the
lord jesus christ is one of perfect
freedom every soul has the right
to choose whom he will serve
whether god or baal and no indi-
vidual who does that which is
wrong can reproach god
unfavorable circumstances mmykysursur-
round human beings at their birth
which may have influence upon
their subsequent careers but our
great creator in judging his
children will make full allowance
for these man having his agency
need not unless hebe so wiwishes be-
come the entire creature of these
circumstances it11 btbi comes his duty
to contend against that which is
evil and by the help of god to
overcome evil inclinations and rise
above evil surroundings it is for
this purpose that god gives his
holy spirit unto his children thatthab
auder its influence and by its power
they may be able to resist evil to
overcomeovercolne the temptations that may
be in their pathway and to strength-
en themselves in the practice of
those virtues which he has en-
joined upon us as necessary to make
us acceptable in his sight

but the question arises and it
has often arisen in times past how
it is that god should make such ex-
pressionspresetpres ons as he has concerning
lacobjacob and esau by reference to
the history we findfl nd that before the
children were born in response to
the inquiry of rebecca concerning
them the lord said to her the
elder shall serve the younger0unger s al-
though they each should become the
head of a great nation and by
those who try to prove that some
men are predestined to do good and
others to do evil it is often remarked
has not god said that jacob have

I1 loved but esau have I1 bated Is
not this an evidence that predesti-
nation was doing its work in the
lives of these twin brothers did
not jacob start before hisbis birth with
advantages over bhisIs brother esau
and was esau to be blamed for sell-
ing his birthright std losing the fa-
vor of God when god beforehand had
declared that that should be the
cuecase then agatiaagain those who take
this view say why god has said
expressly that he raised up pharaoh


