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I will read a portion of the 9th
chapter of Paul’s Epistle to the Ro-
mA ns:

I eay tho truth In Ohrist, I lia not, my
conscignco alao bearing me wlinesa in the
Hoiy Ghoat,

That I have great heaviness and continaal
soTrow in my heart.

For I could wish that mysclf were ac-
oursed from Ohrlat for my hreihven, my
kinsmen according tn the fiesh:

Who arae Israehiies; to whom periaineth
the adoption, and the glory, aud ithe coven -
ants, and the giving of the law, and the
eservico of God, and the promises;

Whose are the fathers, and of wlom as
conderming the flesh ¢hrist came, who s
over all. Gud bleseed for aver. Amen.

Not as though the word of Wod hath taken
none eflect. For they are not all Ierael,
which are of Iarael:

Neither, because they are the seed of
Abraham, are they all childrem; but, in
Isunc ghal) thy seed be onlled.

That js, They which are the children of
the ilesh, these are not the ehitdren of God:;
but the children of the promize are countled
for the seed. =

Four this 1s the word of promisan, At this
time wih come, and Sarah shall buve 4
EOM.

And not only this: but when Rebhecca
also bad couceived by one, even by our
fnther Isaac,

(For ihé chijdren being mnt yet Lorn,
neither having done any good or ‘cvil, Liat
the Eurposo of God according to clection
might stand. not of works, but of him that
calleih ;)

It was sald uate her, The elder shall
agrvc the youngoer.

Ap il is writien, Jucol have I loved, but
Eanua have I hated.

What shall we say then? Istherc an-
rightoousness with God? God torbid.

"or He saith to Moses, I will iave mercy
onwhom I witl have mercy, «nd I will huve
cinmpaaeion on whom I will have compaa-
son.

8o thenil s not of him that willeih.oor of
him that runneth, bat of tod that sheweth
mercy.

For the Beripturd saith unto Pharoah
Even for thie same purpose have I raised
thee up, that I might shew my powor in
thee, and thit my name might be declared
throughont all the earth.

Therefore hath he mercy onm whom he
will have mercy, and whom he will he bay-
densth.

Thou wilt sny then unto me, Why doth
he ye. find fault? For who hath resisted
his will?

Nuy but, O man, who art thou that re-
Pliost against God? Shall the thing formed
BA¥ to hom that formed It, Why hast thou
made me thus?

Hulh notthe potter power over the clay,
of the gane lump to make ohe vessel anto
honor, and another unto dishonor?

What if God, willing to shew his wrath,
and to make s power known, csdareth
with much longsutfering the vesaels of
wrath flited to destructlon:

ARd that he might make known the riches
of his glory on the vessels of mercy, which
he had afore prepared anto glory,

Even us. whom he halh called, not of the
Jews only, but also of the Gentifes?

In addressiog you this afterngon
I desire very much to have an
interest in your faith and prayers,
that my remnrks may be prompted
and accompanied by the Spirit of
Gal, nod that they may be profit-
abletous. It is our privilege in
coming together to be fed with the
bread of life, would not take
much nleasure in meeting ns we do
today, and certainly nol in spesak-
ing, it I did not partake of the
Bpirit of God, 8o that my heart
would be nade to rejoice iu the
truth, and I rayself be strengthened
by that whirh shouid be said. I
often remark that our spiritual

wants need to be supplied just as
much as our physical wants. There
are many even among the Latter-
day Saints who undergo a apecies of
starvation through peglect in at-
teuding meetings and availing
themselves of the opportunities
which God has given unto us. They
do not get that epiritual nourish-
ment whicll is as necessary to make
the man or the woman in Christ
Jesus perfect as it ia that we should
partake of earthly food to sustain
our bodies.

This seripture which I have read
in your hearing contain®s sone re-
markable expressious, apd it has
been usel by many individuals to
couvey the idea that there is a pre-
destination or foreoriinmation by
which some men are elegted to be
saved awd others are predestined to
be damned. Kven among Latter-
ilay Balols § have heard remarks
made to the effect that there was
spmething in this doetrine, and
that (although the iden was not
fully eouveyed) certain individua's
were selected to be vessels of wrath,
and did pot bave it in their power
to help fthemselves, but were in-
evitably destined to receive certain
punishment and to take such a
course of life as would bring upon
themselves this punishment.

Qaly a few days ago, one of our
sisters, in speaking of a young man
who had gone astimy, seemed to be
at a loss fto understand why he
should have beeu left to tuke evil
vourses. She asked me how it was
that the Elders had been led to help
that young man, or that echild
(he was a.child at the time)
—how they were led to nolect
him to pay his passage and bring
him to Zion, and then he be per-
mitted, after he renched bhere and
had grewn up, to go to the bad? She
wanted to koow why God would
prompt His servants to de as they
did aud suffer such results to follow.
Of eourse, the reflection was made
that there wes something inscruta-
ble about this providenee, something
that needed explanation;, and the
inference might be drawn from the
inquiries whirh were made that
God, in sorne manner, had failed to
de that which should be done, or to
exercise His providence in a way
that it should be exercised to com-
puss the salvation of His children,
und especially of this young person.

Now, if thereis auythiug that is
clear in the Gospel of the Lord
Jesus Christ as it is revealed to ug
in these lagt days, it is this: thag
every human being boro oo the
earth has given unto him and unto
her the utmost lutitude in the exer-
olse of hisor her agency. We are
taught, and it I8 made exceeding
phiin io the word of God, that we
ean exercise our free agency to the
fullest extent necessary to make us
reaponsible for our acts, and by its
exereise to gain for ourselves glory
In the eternal worlds and the rewnrd
which God gives unto his faithful
children, or, on the other hand, the
condemnation and punishment that
wickedness ipevitably brings upon
those who practise it. This is a
tundamental principle of the Gospel
of the Lord Jesus Ciirlet, and ve as
His followera ghiould clearly under.
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stand it. 1f we do wrong (and we
bhaveit in our power todo wrong)
we must be responsible for that. We
do it because we elect to do it, and
not because we sre compelled by
some puwer over which we have no
control to commit this wrong. On
the other hand, if we do right, it 1s
because we exercise our ageucy in
thut direction, and not because there
is & power exercised over us which
compels us to do right. Those who
reach that blissful state that God has
promised to the faithful could not
enjoy happiness there if they ob-
taiped it iv any other way than by
the exercise of their agency. Bo
with punishment. If men should
be punished for acts that they were
compelled to commit by a power
superior to their own, how unjust
would it be to punish them therefor,
und how properly they could re-
proach our Creator for holding them
accountable for the commission of
deeds in which they had noagency.

There is no such principle as this
in the Gospel. The Gospel of the
Lord Jesus Christ is one of perfeot
freedom, lEvery soul has the right
to choose whom he will perve,
whether God or Baal, and po indi-
vidual who does that which is
wrong can reproach God therefor.
Unfavorable cireumstances oy sur-
round human beings at their birth
which may have influence upon
their subsequent careers. But our
Great Creator in  judging His
children will make {ull allowance
for these. Man, haviog his agenacy,
need not, unless he so wishes, be-
come the entire creature of these
circumstances. It b comes his duty
to contend against that which is
evil, and, by the help of God, to
overcome evil inclinations and rise
above evil surroundings. It is fof
this purpose that God gives His
Holy Bpirit unto His children, that
uuder its iofluence and by its power
they may be able to resist evil, to
overcome the temptations that may
be in their pathway, and tostrength-
en themselves in the practice of
those virtuee which He has en-
Joitied upon us as necessary to make
us acceptable in His sight.

But the question arises—and it
has often arisen in times past—how
it is that God should make such ex-
pressions as He has coocerning
Jagob and KEsau, By reference to
the history we find that bhefore the
children were born, in response !o
the inquiry of Rebecca concerning
them, the Lord said to her ‘‘the
vlder shall serve the younger,® al-
though they each should become the
head of a great nation. And by
thoss who try to prove that some
men are predestined o do good and
ottiers to do evil 1t isoften remarked
‘‘Has Dot God sald that ‘Jacob have
I loved, but Esau have'l hated?’ Is
oot thisan evidence that predesti-
nation was dolng its work io .the
livea of these twin brothers? Did
not Jacob start before his birth with
advantages over his brother Esau?
A nd was Esau to be blamed for sell-
iug his birthright at.d losing the -
vorof God, when God beforehand had
declared that that should be the
case?’’ Then again, those who take

this view say, “Why, God haa said
expressly that He ralsed up Pharaol



