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TEHE DESERET NEWS.

May. 2

EDITORIALS.
THE MORALISTS OF MASSA-
CHUSETTS.

THE New York World, in a recent
issus, spesks In a sarcastio manner
of the moralista of Massachasetts,”
who have so strongly objecied to
Genersl Batler for Governor on

moral grounds, and of the practicea

which have prevailed 5o long among

them and which he hasexzpoaed,
artionlarly the horribla doings at
he Tewkbury Almshouses,

The evidence which the Governor
has eli¢ited I8 conclualve that cloth-
ing was filched from the panpers,
leaving them half naked, to make
ragrugs, that little children were
tagen from their parenta and the
“mothers punished for crylng about
it; that the little ones were starved
or drugged to death and thelr bodiea
rold for dlsmectior; that pregnant
women were forced to work right
up to the hoar of confinemeant and
some of them died becauae of this
inhumanity; that women were in
same instances chalned to posts.and
in others locked up in cella t1ll they
wers willing toea! such food a8 wsas

given to them; that Jneane
persons  were choked o  kes
them  qulet when sedatives

were Dot effectual; that women
were beaten and kicked by the at-
tendants; that a regular traffic was
kept up in human bodles, aod that,
in cne instance at Jeast, the skin of
w negro was rent to a taomery and
was tabned; pieces of it were exhib.
itad at the Investization. Thess
are but a few of the horrors dis-
olozed.

Of course the trustees visited the
Almshoute occasionally, bat prepar-
atlons were maide for their coming,
and oneof them admitted that their
businees was chiefly to get a good
dinner and go homre. The World
Bays that the moraliate can scarcely
deny that these ate ffohjectionabie
practices,” nor yet that but for the
man of ain,” ay they term Gover-
nor Batier, these piactices would
not have been exposed, and puts it
to them whether they will acknow-
Jedze that the Goveroor deserves
theirthanks, or boldly affirm that
such doingsas he bas brought to
light are not a discredit to the State
institation at Tewksbury.

In this connection we woanld aug-
gest that these same morallats
would do well to look around home
for other loca!.irregularities that
nead reform, and spend leas time in
troubling their righteons souls over
Utah and the **Mormons.” hissca-
chuszetts containe a highly moral
and moNogamous community, fa-
mons the world over for correcting
Other people’s shortcomings or sup~
posed errors of thought and conduct;
for missionary efforis asmong the
colored heathen; and for high sound-
ing sentiment, transcendental phil-
csophy and philanthropis theory.
A little self-cleansing and practical
humanity at home would be more
congistent than s0 muoéh anxious
desira for the moral welfare of the
Fijis, the civilization of the Indiane,
or the conversjon by the gospel of
forcs of the irrepressible ¢Mor-
‘mons,’”

MISPLACED SYMPATHY.

A GooD deal of noneenee s indalged
dn by many newspapers over the
investigation about to be instituted
in the case of Rev. R. Heber New-
ton, the New York preacher who

recently startled the reli-ipns
world by his heretical der’apations
concerning the Holy .riptures,
Dr, Newton is a clergyman of the
Episoopal Church. He has sub-
scribed to the articles of faith snd
taken the vows of a priest of that
ecciesiastical organization. He is
thersfore under obligations to ad-
here to its doctrine aud discipline
‘while he occuples the position of
one of Its authorizad representa-
tives.

Buat Dr. Newton, in the dixconrses
alluded to, enunclated opinions and
laid down propositions entirely at
varlance with; the dogmas of his
Chureh; he i8 therefore amenable
to Its censure, aud ought of right to
glve acconnt to ite tribmnals. The
question doe3 not turn upon the lib-
eriy of the individual to believe ang
promulgate thai which appears
right in his own eyes, It involves
other than personal rights, and
something more than personal free-
dom.

No one, we presume, would ques.

egalnet the suthority or imepiration
of the Bible i he was
actlng in a private capacity. Bat
when he does thie as a clergyman of
the Episcopal Chutoh, he does vio-
lence to the rules of that church, to
his own vows and to the creed to
which he has subscribed. He may
go ontside of that religious body

and ventllate what opinions
he pleases, but while he re-
mains the posltion of 4

priest within its jariediction, he
shonld conform toits docirines and
bow to ifs decress, and If he does
not he ought to ba broaght to ac-
ciunt,

The sympathy therefore, of those
papers which seek to make hia case
one of persecution is misplaced.
Every relizious society has its
rights, and they ought to
be respecied as well as those
of individuals, If a preacher
or officer thereln outgrows or re-
eedes from any of its forme, ceremo-
nles or princlples, let him ge ontside
to prociaim his private beliefs, and
not declare them In an official capa.
city, unless he can_convert his asso-
ciatea and the body to his own
views, and thus pave the way to
their official declaration. It makes
no difference to the principle of the
thing whether he is right or wrong
in his notlone,

Any man who poses as a suffering
hero because he i3 brought before a
church tribunal for violating ita
rules and nndermining its formuiat-
ed creed, iseither very weak, Knav-
ish or stapid, and those who seek to
purtound hina with a halo of martyr-
dom exhibit a singular disregard for
the righta of religioua societies and
the suggestions of common tense.
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TOE “TIMES-STAR"” IN A
HUDDLE.

e

ONE of the moat ridienjous attempte
we have sean for some” time to ex-
plain tho nffairs of tha *Mormon™
Church, appears in a receat issue of
the Clneclonati Z{mea-Star. The
confusion of mind exhibited by
most esatern editors when they un-
dertske to descant on *Mormon-

ism,” 13 food for freguent merrj-
ment iz Utah. This instance of an
effort of a journallst to explain
something that he knows nothing
abont, is more than usually divert-
ing.

'%‘he first statement la to the
effect that *Mormonism” ia being
assalled by ila ‘‘non-polygamons
followera outeide of Ulah;” the next
that it is belng at’acked by ‘*Saints
even In Zion itself,” and that ¢a
controversy is going on in which it
has been developed that Brigham
Young wes not the originator’ of
poiygamy; the “oonceiver” is sald to
have been *Sidney Rigdon, who
founded his church befora the Pro.
phet’a revelaiion was published}”
that YRigdon found no difflculty in
fmpreasing Young with his celestial
wifery,” and that now *“Brigham’a
son Joseph rejects as stuff and non-
senke, visions,dreams and prophecy,
the gift of tongues. or healing, plu-
ral and celestial marriages, ete.,ete.,
and has ‘“‘evidentiy backslidden |
trom the falth of his father,” but he
is, “notwithstanding, the leader of a
large mipority of Mormons,”

This Is getting things mixed up
with a vengeance, ‘The idea of
f#Mormenlam belng aseailed by its
followers” is & contradietion in itealf
and is more than ordinarily stupid,
even in an anti-‘*Mormon®’ news-
paper. But the controversy among
Bainte In Zion as to the orlgin of
polygamy iz worse. Why, it was
never ciaimed by the Bawnts that
Brigham Young origicated the doe-
trine, and there has been no contro-
versy among them over the question
at all. The revelation on celestial
marriage including the plurality of
Wives, was glven to Joseph Bmith,
and is dated July 12, 1843, Thereis
no quesiion among the SBaintaabont
this, It is 80 well known that Joseph
Smith the Prophet introduced this
ayetem of marrinze and practized it
himeelf, that the statement made
sometimes by ignorant or mntrath-
ful peraons chat Brigham Youn
originated it, Js treated with the
contempt it deserves.

public apeaker. There never has
Gecn ARy controveray in the Church
on this point, and the attempt mnnde
in early timses of the Qhurch to cor-
nect Bidney Higdon with the origin
of the Bovk of Mormon—which,
most like)y the Firies-Star editor has
in his mind-—(ell to the ground not
only for lack of evldence in its sup-
port, but for ita complete refutation
by well established facts.

Then the ZTimecs-Siar has falien
into another errror: Brigham Young
bas Do kon Joseph living. The persun
meant is doubilesa the son of the
Prophet Jopeph Smith.; But he does
not *rejact as atuft the vislons and
dreams and prophecy, gift of
tongues,” ete. He tries to make it
appear that his father dld not prac-
tice plural marriage, and when con-
fronted with proofs stronger tnau
foly writ that he 18 wrony, resoris
to sophiaty and subterfuge. Bat he
is not a member of this Ghurch. He
has no conneotion with it whatever.
He is the head of asect which has
galned some little notoriety because
of ita supposed relationship to this
Church,and without which it woaid
scarceiy be noticed, but it is no
more & part of 1t than the South-
cottians or Muggletonians or
hakers are a part ol the Episcopal
Charch.

We do not care how much the
Times-Star may ventilate %Mor-
monism,” either in a friendly or
antagonistic spirit. But we object
to the misinformation which it oe-
casionaily gives to the public on this
subject. Ir *Mormonism?” is worth
talking zbout at ali, it is worth treat-
ing upon intelligently and with some
regard 1o the facts.

But the average easfern editor
thinks himzelf competent to dilate
upon it without taking any trouble
whatever Lo post himself, and 8o ex-
hibits the most deplorable ignorance
and at the samo time decelvesa
great number of hls readers. And
when his object is to suppress or
prevent the srread of ¥ Mormonism®
ne fails completely, becanse he is
shooting at the wrong mark. And
we can afford to Jaugh at his folly,
whiie those whom he may have
temporarily deceived, find out on

investigation that he nas been mak-
ing & fuol of himeself aud dupes of
them,

Read up, editors, from authentio
works,and find out something aboat
this matter before you aittempt to
wiite about it (or publication.
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“MORMON” MISBIONARIES.

QUITE & number of New York
papers notice the arrlval at the
Girand Central Hotel on April 16th
-of pixty “Mormon® Elders and five
ladiea from Utsh on thelr way to
Europe, and give falr descriptions
of them and the object of their jour-
ney. Information obialned from
Elder Jemes H. Hart, the Charch
agent at New York, is given to the
gub]ic pretty accurstely. The la-

lea are, of course, objscts of inter-

eat to the reporters, and are thus
described In Zruth:

“Thero are Mrs, Pixton, s widow,
and her daughter, Miss Sasan A,
Pixton, who go to England to_ visit
friende; Mre. H. L, James; Mrs. E,
Robinson, a woman 60 years old,
who goes to England to nurse her
husband until he recovers, and then
accompany him to Utah, and Mrs,
Middleton, who was sent there by
her husband from England to secer-
tain what life fn the Mormon rettle-
ment really is.”

An ‘interview being requested
with Mra. Middleton, It was grant-
ed, and following s the report:

“The Iady, who is a pleasant
featured woman of about :’R) FesTs,
eaid: *My husband is s well-to-do
mechanic in England,. We became
interested in the doctrines of the
Mormon Church some time ago,and
last pummer my hushand sent me
to this country toascertain the facts
of the matter from practical experi-
ence, 58 he did not wish to give up
his position until folly assured of
the truth of the statements made
by the missionaries. I have lived in
Balt Lizke City ever since my arrival
here, and Am DoW o My way home

Ag tor Sidney Rigdon, he was once
apromigent man in the Church,bat
was out off many years ago for his
tranegressions, indeed Almo3t im-
mediaiely alter the martyrdom of
Joseph and Hyrum Bmithk, He has
never been recognized as the origin.
ator of anything oconnected with
“Mormonism,” gut was elmply a
spokeamtan or explainer, defander
and preacher of the doctrines reveal-

to report the result of my investi-
gations to my husband, and to bring
him back with ma,” Mrs, Middle-

“ONE DAY IN UTAH.”

ViICoMTE  d"HAURIONVILLE, &
French nobleman, recently pabiiah-
ed In Paris 8 book entitled, A
Travers les Etats Unis,” (acrosa the
United States”) which contains au
account of this country and particu-
lars of hia meeting with a %Mor-
mon’ Elder on the train, by whom
he was invited to spend the night in
Ogden and make a trip to Balt Lake
City. The Elder was a' young mis-
sionary, Lorenzo Farr, just return:
ing from England. The Vicomte
stald over night, with another gen-
tleman, aft the residence of Hon.
Lorin F. Farr, where he was intro-
duced to the family and held an in-
teresting conversation with Judge
Aaron IFarr. He came to the city,
conversed with prominent ¢ Mor-
mons,” and also & Federal Judge
and other “Gentiles,”” and has writ-
ten an aocount of what hesaw and
heard and bis Impressions. His re-
iatlons of fact are malnly correot,
some unimportant inaccuricles oc-
curring, and his description an
views are well worth reading, Tha
part of his work has been franslated
by Leo Haefell, Esq., of the Ogden
Herald, and I8 now published In
amphlet form with the above title,
}i‘he work of tranalaiion is done in
most excellent style, the pamphlet
contains forty-one pages of reading
matter, and can be had at the office
of the Ogden Herald for 25 centa.
It 1a good; get it and send it abroad.

A FEN LEBEON FOR THE
UNITED STATES.

M. EUGENE BIMON has just pube~

Now It is well known that wiy,
the French dot custom does y
prevail in the United States qp,
French methods df family Yimjyy,
tion are being widely adopteq i
this country, and the motives th
prompt these measures are of
lowest character. Belflahness ia f,
moving cause. And it s in refiny
and educated circles that the j
famous and unnatoral cos
chiefly obtains, Right in the ve
heart of religious communiy
where immense sums are colecly
for the purpose of sending Bioj
‘and preachers to the heathen, y
called QOhriatian women practy
tois horrible and ungediy thing a
their husbands connive at it, whi
the professed minlsters of the gu
pel wink at or condone it. &g
these are they who would stamp g
‘“Mormon” plural marriage, by ti
rough-shod heels of violence or ty,
unylelding provisions of arbitmy,
law. It they do not urge thm
sterner measures, they afleot g
concern for the zouls of the benigy
ed $Mormone,” and deasire tocy
vert them to the **Christian civi

tlon” which pe:mits these evils,
We would jike them to know ty
the “Mormon™ womwen whom the
look down upon, or pretend £o ity
‘would rather sufler any frinl ¢
mind or body than get down fo tiy
level of their degradation. Beitr
to drudge and toll in bonorable labgy
for the dear little ones that are g
once the oflepring of natural afle
tion and precious gifts from th
Eternal Father, than to revel s
luxury and fritier tlme sway Inid
ness and practice the loathsomey
of French and Amserican high-tox
society. When our pure-mind
wives and mothers with thelra
meroue progeny ptand ia ihe pre

lshed in La Nouvelle Revue an ar-

ticleentltled *“La Famille Chinoise,”
based on his ten years’ experience

us & French Consdl in China. He
finda that im many respects ¥rance
s more in need of misslonaries than
tbe Celestial Empire. He especi-
ajly mades a atrong polnt against
infanticide, which is a0 wery much
commoner in Franee than in Chins;
and he finds that children saa rule
are better locked after among the
Chinese than among the French,
while the murders, saifcldes, and
“aocidental’” deaths are less In pro-
portion.

{ho Boston Hergld remarks,
#This is a comfortable nut to crack.”
We think it would be a rather un-
comfortable “nut for the molars of
French social sclentists, and still
more 80 for the religious and morai
reformers and heathen-converters of
ths United Btates. France finda it
necessary to encourage family in-
crease by legislation. It is proposed to

ence of the Hgly Ounes, they wll
shine fairer and brighter than ik
angels, and Joln with Hara and Re
becca and Deborah and Hannah and
the honored women of old, whik
the tainted and epotted creature
who have sinned sgainst God znd
their own bodies, denuded of paing
and powder, fashion’s fripperies azs
art’s hypocrisies, Will be .
whelmed with shame and o
tempt.

Both France and the Uniis
States had far better look to U
weakness and rottenness lurking
under the thin polish of their sochl
systems, than to yearn after heath-
en conversiona or burn (o smite otk
er people for daring to Intreduce In-
novations aod to depart from the
ways of an eftete clvilization.
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SAHARA AND PANAMA.
CounT DE LEssers, the successls

rewsard the parentsof given numbers
of childreu in this way. Everyhead
of a family who Las more than four
children siall be entitied to a reduc-
tion of 15 per cent. in his annual
taxes and to an aaditionsl reduction
of 5 per cent. (oreach child in excess
of filve. In case the head of the
tamily paye no taxes, or if his taxes
4o not exceed 100 francs a year, then
he shail be entitled to a premium of
200 franca for his fifth child and fo
another premlum, in each ¢ase larg.-
er by 100 francs than the preceding,
for each additional child he may
have.

The reason offered by M. Pleyre,
the anthor of the measure,which he
introduced Into the Chamber of
Deputies, is that the population or
Frauce 1e at a standetill if not actu-
ally diminishing, According to au-
thentic statements, the pernicious
example of limiting the number of
ohiidren 1a set by the upper classes
of soclety, Among the wealthy and
midgle c¢lasses jarge families are
looked upon as misfortunes—not mso
rouch ou acconnt of the immedjate
expense attendant upon the birth,
supportand education of children, as
on account of the necessity of making
the provisions for taeir future that
toe social customs of this nation en-
force. Two, or at moet three, children
are admiesible, and there are very
few families in esny circumstances
that exceed that number, Bo deep-
Iy has this feeling become rooted jn
the social life of the natiom that
patents who have Jarge families are
locked npon as being culpably and
indecently improvident.

It is the custom In France for par-
enta to set azide a certain eum an-
nually to provide a dot or dowry for

ton expressed harself as befng highly
pleased with Mormon life and cus-
toms, and said she expected to re-
turn to her friends In Balt Lske
City In the coarse of a few months
at most.”” ~

The company was $o8ail in the
Bteamer Wiscondin on the 17th of

tion Dr. Newton’s right to preach

ed to the Propbet, as he was an able

each giri, as withont it there js diffi
¢uily in finding a husbaad for her,
and it is alsc necessary to make pro-
vision for the boys, to give them a
gtart in business. Lt 18 therefore &
question of economy whether ji 1»
oasier to pinch and save for & num-
ber of children or take means to pro-

engineer, s In earnest apparentiy, b
the two gigantlc enterprires with
which his name has been recently
Identifled. He has personally -ex
plored the country over which a

canal 18 proposed to be buili,to carry
the watersof the MedlIterranean in-
to the great desert of Sahara, and
expresses no doubt as to its 8l-
bility. It has been rtated that tode
this he would have toaccomplish the
difficult feat of mmaking water ranap
hiz). But he deries thie and propoees
to cut & channel through the namr
neck of land which separate; the
salt marshes south of Tunk fiem
the Gulf of Gabes, and thus poursa
ocean inte the vast basin of smnd
whose farther rim is the border of
the Scudan—a Jand “of the riches of
India and the popuilstfon of the
United Btates.””

He waute a hundred machine
equal in digging power toa hundred
thousand men, aad the amount re-

uired for the work is $15,000,000

hia ja bul a trifle when the object
to be achieved 13 viewed in its fall
magnitude, It i@ no lees than the
creation or restoration of a vast in.
lsnd ses, and the consequent im-
mente ald to the civilization of &
continent whose capabillites are yut
undeveloped and whose people as
without the Hght of religion and
of vllization.

The Panamsa Cana), o join fto
gether .the Aflantic snd ™ Paclfs
orceans, he iy equally sanguine abont
Work is really progressing on thi
important profect, The tctal length
of the panel will be 78 kilometres,
'and for about 50 Ekilomeires the
depth of the cate reguired will be
moderate, ranging from 5 to 1§
metres only; but for a distance of 20
kilometres the cuts must be from
30 to 110 metres jin depth
Cuts 110 metres inm depth wil
be 120 metres wide at the o
A French metre is 39.37 EngHa%
foches, and a kilometre is & thea-
sand metres, M. Lesseps estimates

Aprll, for Liverpool,

vent increase.

the coat at $120,000,000 and fixes the



