THE DESERET WEEEKLY.

405

ra 7 "t .|

and able repreeentstives of the vatlous
organizations presented the boat with
pome heantiful and usefnl presente, as
ap sockpnwledgment of the honor con-
ferred by the eecretary of the navy ip
naming the great ehlp the “Texss?
The silver service prerented to the
battleship Texia, i# composed o1 five
handsomely englaved pleges, atl hear-
ing memeutos of early Texan hietory.
Enpgraved on the Jlarge server la the
Alsmn, the rulos of & building which
stands in the clty of 8an A ntonlo, ang

In whigh Davy Qrockett avnd other

hetves were kllled in delence of Ameri:
oaD gitizens on what wae then MexXica:
soll, On the large platter, is bhand-
womely engraved the capitol bailding.
One of tie pieges iz a candiestick with
five tops sod the olhers are in keeploy
with the ahove nameu,

A heautlinl Texass flag for the mast
hesd war given hy the womien o
Texae. A amailer pilver service was
presenied hy Lhe historical hhbrary of
the state,as aiso ilfesized porizaits cf
Austio and Houstor, iwo of Texas’s
pioneers and ableat ~defenders, lor
whom ate named the oapital and the
segond eity in TuXas,

Captain Qisss respofided to 1he
varione speechies, and jo the oourse of
hle remarks eald that representing the
honotable seoretary of the navy be
accepied theee Denutiful gifts from (he
citizens of TeXxas to the firal baltleship
commissioned in our na¥y, The history
of the ship lteelf since ehe was put in
commission for service in Anguoa!,1885,
i8 most Interesting, and ai tioaes bas
been explling. ‘The Texps was the
fire; batileship boilt in this coontlry;
and while some mistakea opeurred,
all have been entirely corfecteu
and eshe 18 loday one of Lbe
ronndeet, moet reaworthy and ¢fMolent
war vessels under gur flag, or apy
other in the wor|d. Bhe bas arieen
spove all her mishape, which wonly
bave ruized many other ships, resolt:
ing in many jmprovements each time.
Bhe posscoses 1u & marked degree, the
¢aptain continued, the esgentlal quail-
ties in marine battle whipe of eleadl.
ness of maneuvering and high speeu,
Bhucsn make mofe than nlneteen
koots an bour. Lo the trip from New
York to Galveslon she aversged 12%
knots the entire dieta:ce,and at the
end of her journey ahe was in excellent
condllion 1or fighting. The powerlnl
baitery of tne Texas and great armas-
ment of hea¥y urmor eshe oCarries
makes tel & f(ormidable opponent for
sny ship now sfoat.

Elyer Daliey sccompanied me, and

al w0on as  we sel loot on Jeok
took up a earefal inveetigs.
tlon of all interesting polbits.

Shu plowe shoat 13 feet of water, and
stande shont Lwlce as higr; is about
70 feet wide snu over 300 feel loug.
The greatcet gun Is about 32 feet long,
witn 12-lueb hore, onfrles ashot 12
miler t0 do damuge, welghs 46 lons,
takes 500 pounde of powder lo cnarge
4, ot aocost of $1,000 eech shot. A
smaller gized gun carfies slx miles, the
loaded ehell weighing 150 pounds,
Rapging from “these lon-er guns may
seen wl) 8jzes 1o vome 0P In the m-st
not much longer than a rifle in lengtb
but having a bore of ak least ene Inch.
Thege guoe are stationed all overthe
host, trom the masthead to the secony
deck. The large one revoives on Lthe
npper duck and can be sdjusted 10 any

range, lg covered with a revolving
bouse of skeet steel sixIbobes thick—
in fact, all the ship s stes]l except the
captaln’s cabin, and that looks ae
though it was Intended to he
swept away svmetime. The most re:
metkahle weapoo of all ia the torpedo
gun, whigb being charged with com-
preased air, aldeu with a few ounces o
powder, tosses the dangercus torpedo
Into the water, Tue torpedo is about
the shaps oI a large fAsh, ia about three
fect in dlameter, folly fonrteen feet
Inpg, head rounding like that of the
nose ol & fleh, while the 1all tapera ofl
to & little wheel whlch, wheu In opels-
tion, propels the lorpedo in s elmilar
mannel to thal of the screw moving &
hoat, The ceoter divieion i& flted
with compressed alr so it will not
slnk, the front uJivielon is charged
with the most powerful explosives,
The gun isetationed at the how of the
ehip, where an iron door opens oul

jnst above the aurfsce of the
water. When disoharged this
Jangerous weapon of war darte
o the waler, goes upder wsnd

travele tn a horizooial line shont &ix
leet below the aurface, It will travel
this way shout 600 yards ajming at ihe
voder side of a ship, the mument i1
ntrikes s reslstipg object it explodes,
when it tears everything hefore-ii,
The mariner explained how to avold
buving the enemy pick these shelis up
and Bse them again. They have mw
arrangement wbereby Lhey tskeina
itt)e water so that they sink. Durlng
the time of practice they are sllowed
to float by ald of the compressed alr
and are ploked np again, every time a
torpedo s fired and lest, it costs $2,600
to the governmeut,

There are two llitleengioes for gener-
ating elecirleoity, which oot only lighte
op the big baltle anlp Lot sapply tonr
iarge eealch lluhte on deck, with &
strength of searching fully Ave miler
Four hollers of 150 horee power each
turnish etesm, aud two large uprigbt
engines of 600 horse power each move
the great machinery, The wooal
stoker did not knvw just how much
coal wae needed dally, but eald they
used ahont 850 tons Irom New York to
thies harbor,

All the doore In the ship are plsied
stee]l and are made water tight so that
in case 0! an aceldent tu one part the
water can he kept from the other
rooms,

Once more on the ferryboat belng
walled to ehore we coulld pee the hroa
side of the great vessel, it being all
white except a few simple decoratione,
and gn ber eide near the top waa fu-
soribed U, 8, 8. Texae,

ANDBREW KIMBALL.

RESERVOIRS AND LAWS.

KENsINGTON, Piate County, Utab,
Feb. 28th, 1897.

The amount of snow that fell ou the
mobpialue and bille, makes me think
of the neceseily on the partl of the
youog generation of looking to the
ways and means of saving that houu-
teous gift of nature, which the Arabe
aplly oelia Aatee Allak! I e, the
gilt of God, and not let 1t ran to waste
more then we can belp. In the years
ol plenty let ue provide for years ol
aparoity.

There hae been 8 good deal of reser-
volr talke 1hese few years past. Bjime

bave heen made, eome are heing bullt,
and I belleve a good muby more are
on the tapis,

If I should not he deemed Inoppor-
tune, [ shonld like to ofter soms idean
abont thls subject in addition to what I
wrote in the DESERET NEwS several:
FOArs 8g0.

It eecmnd to me that many people are
a Httle 100 hasty in flling the ressr-
volts. They nught to give the dams
time tn sellle down, and ree whelber
they will not orack. Even ruvck or
masonty dams will settle dow n rome,
although not 50 much ap earth-made
ones. Many times I bave reen eolid
walls of masonry eetitle down axnd
ofack or hulge out elther ope way of
the other.

Ap many reservoirs will be built in.
tne creeks or rivers abuve towns or
seltlements, it wonld be well for the
nallders to be carefol and walchiml
for much valuabte properly anJd «ven
bumun lile may be endauvgered or jost
throngh & iittie osrelessnese in the
puilding of the repervoirs. And they

u:ht not to bhe fAlled more ihaa one-

fourth of one-third the capaciiy iD the
first year in rthe caee of those dammed
with earth and timher, while those
vullt of maeonry could be filed up to
oot over half, Then it cAn be seen
whether they wlll stany; and It the y
ehrald bappen (o break lhe damages
would not he so great nor the hreak ep
costly Lo meny,

Moderation Ja good in all things,and
especially so in the filling of reaervoira,
It may aieo bappen that some soinble
element would belnthe banke on eltber
side of the dame,and bencethe washoub
might heppen tnere. Eterual vigilance
iathe price ¢f estety aa well ae ol lib.
erty. And aa buman iife might be in
Jangel below maoy reservolrs, (10 say
vothlng o! valushle property), such
reeervolre ehould be  constantly
..alpheu; and [ lhink it would pay to
beave s buuse bullt nesr, so a walcher
coald 1}ve there uall the time to watch
the dam and the water, anu sl the Hrst
danger shut oot the evpply and mend
the hreak. ‘A etlitob la time saves
pine,’”” It & garden or emall ferm could
be added to the house so much tne
bettet, as it wonld lessen the poat of
birlng the keeper.

The reservoira conld be turned Into
flsh * ponds and thus udd to the
revecne; and the keepers wounld be
tbere to watob that the fian be not
etolen by those nol bhaving a Fight
to it

I teel sorty that onr legislators do-
Bol eev fit lo add the tmx oh inberit-
ances audl the inoce lax to the lawa.
of Utab, I belleve it to bhe shoris
sighted polioy not to enact sugh laws,
How long will the poor have 10 sland
tive barden of being taxed to belp Lthe
wenlthy to live loxurioas lives, while
the poor have barely to live irom hand_
Lo moull!

We in the country are Jooking for a.
law protecting ue {rom hig ¢attle and
sheep droves [fom eating oot all feed
1roc onr cowe and working borses in
the nelghborbood of our selilements
and town#,

I apa eorry aleo that the Legislature
cannol originate e law that will enable
certaln eeltlements (o sepsrate [rom
certaln countice and join themselvee-
wlih WwWhom they wguid have mole
power and benefit in common. 1 can.
1naiance the town of Coyoto, in Grand



