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DISCOURSE

By PrasipexT BricHa Youse, Tabernacle, June
3rd, 1855,

REFPORTED BY G. D. WATT.

The blessings bestowed upon the Saints are in
many instances congidered sacrifices, and for this

reason I have concluded to say a few words upon | E°

the law of consecration, surplus property, and tith-

ing.

ql‘l.'a-.t law of consecration was revealed previous
to the brethren’s going to Jackson County, or
about the time they went; after they left Juckson
County and went to Caldwell, inasmuch ns the
people did not understand why they should be
called upon to consecrate, for if a man possessed
more than he needed, the Lord was welcome to
it anyhow, but if a man did not possess
than he really thought he needed, they concluded
there should be no such law as the law of con-
secration, or the law of tithing, and in conse-
quence of inany questions being asked npon the
subject, a revelation was given after the Prophet
had cried unto the Lord gaying, “ O Lord show
unto thy servant how much of the pro
thy people thou dost 1equire for tithing.”

This revelation was given in February, 1831,
and I will read a part of it, commencing ut the Bth
para h. “If thou lovest me, thou shalt serve
me and keep all my commandments: And be-
hold thou wilt remember the poor, and consecrate

- of thy properti r thei rt, thut which riors,
Mg . b on ot Rt ‘have received anything we now have in our pos-

]- session.

thou hast to impart unto them, with a covenant
and a deed which eannot bYe broken, and inasmuch
as ye impart of your substance unto the poor, ye
will do it unto me, and they shall be laid before
the bishop of my Church and his Councillors,
two of the Elders, or High Priests, such as he
shall or has appointed and set apart for that pur-
rnaﬂ. 9. and it shall come to pass that after they are
aid before the bishop of my Church, and after
that he has received these testimonies coneerning
the cousecration of the properties of my Church,
that they canuot be taken from the Church, agree-
ably to my commandments, every man shall be
made accountable unto me, a steward over his
oewn property, or that which he has received by
congecration, inasmuch as is sufficient for himsell
and family.”

It is hardly worth while for me to say anything

about the disposition of the people, still, when a
person can realize that men do not know

selves, we counsider it proper to tell them who they

are, whut they are, and how they feel, It would
not be worth while for me, or for any other per-
son to talk about their dispositions, the nature of
their intentions, their attachments to the world,
their sympathies, pussions, or any thing of the
kind, were it not that people ara often blinded in
their minds, and do not kuow themselves: hence
it is proper enough to muke a few remarks about
thamselves.

[ will read another revelation given in April,
1832. #Verily thus saith the Lord, in adddition to
the laws of the Church coneerning women and
children, those who belong to the Church, who
have lost their husbands or fathers ; wonien have
clagim on their husbands for their maintenance un-
tiﬂ their hmsbands are taken, and if they are not
found transgressors, they shall have fellowship in
the church; and if they are not faithlful, they
shall not have fellowship in the church, yet they
may remain upon their inheritances according to
the laws of the 'and.

Paragragh 2. ~ All children bave claim upon
their parents for their maintenance until they are
of age : and after that they have claim upon the
charch, or, in other words, upon the Lord’s store
honse, if their parents have not wherewith to give
them inheritances. (And the store house shall be
kept' by the consecrations of the church, and
widows and orphans shall be provided for, us also
the poor: Amen.” |

There is another revelatisn still prior to this
time, staling thatit is the daty of all people who
0 to Zlon to consecrata ull th=ir property to the
Chureh of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saings.
This revelation was referred to #t the April Con-
ference in 1554, It was oue of the first com-
mandments, or revelations given to this people
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we seem to possess. It includes all the elements
in whatever shape, form, or condition, and where-
ever they are situated, whether in the native state,
or in a slate of organization for the comfort and
benefit of man.

The ability which we have to bring them to-
ther we have received of the Lord, by his free
gift, and he has made us capable of performing
many things for his glory, for bis wisdom, and for
the exaltution of those creatures he has brought
forth and made. Has he not endowed mankind
with inteligence 7 He has created them but a little

'lower than theangels. They havereceived wisdom,

knowledge, and understanding, and are organized
to receive power, glory and honor. If they are
industrions, prudent, and fitled with understanding
to know irom where these favors emanate, of
course they will attribute, all the power and good-
ness to the honor, and glory of the being who be-
stowed them.

As 1 have uireadg observed the people are ignor-
ant ; they do not know themselves, do not un-
derstand their own organization, or from whence
they are, il they did there would be no necessity
of ta'king to the people upon these points. We
are here on the earth, we live, and find ourselves
endowed with wonderfal powers, and it seems as
though we, as individuals, were perfectly indepen-
dent of every creature or being throughout the

immensity of space. We cannot see our supe-
and we do not fully realize from whence we

This is in consequence of our short
sightedness, of our want of understanding, and of
-our lack of theknowledge of eternal beings  Herein
is where mankind fail, lacking that which we
might have in our possesion, viz : the light of the
revelations of Jesus Christ, the light of the Holy
Spirit, the light of beaven. This is the privilege
of the Latter-Day Saints, but they do not enjoy
it as much as they might ; consequently it is right

1o talk about these matters, and to instruct the
jpenpln.

. If we could perceive and fully understand that
'all theability and knowledge we Liave, every good we
 possess, every bright idea, every pure affoction
and every good vision of mind from our infancy
‘tq the present time, are ull the free
Lord ; and that we of ourselves have nothing origi-
‘nal, we should be much better prepared and far

them- more ready to act fzithfully and wisely under all

‘cireumstances. Every good thing is in his'hands,
'is subject to his power, belongs to him, and is
'only handed over to us for the time being to see
 what use we will make of jt.

. If we will improve, be fuithful and diligent in
'all the Llessings bestowed upon us, we then have
the principle of increase, and this is the great
blessing given to man, and was the promise
‘which Abraham received at the hands of the
Lord. Abrabam was fearful he would not in-
crease and multiply his posterity on the earth,
' though he might increase in power, wisdom and
knowledge himself, and reflected, I have no
children, or even prospect of them, to rise upand
bless me, or to honor and revere my name in
coming generations.” The Lord, however, gave
' him this promise, “You have been faithful, and
lgaiued wisdom and knowledge in every blessing

have bestowed upon yon; and now I will give | here last sabbath, the earthisverygood in and of
'you a nromise that you shall yet have a posterity, | ilself and has abided a celestial law, consequently

and it shall multiply upon the face of the ecarth,|we should not despise it, nor desire to leuve it,

‘and fin: lly, the end of the number thereof ne man | but rather desire and strive to obey the same law

can tell, for vour seed shall be as numerous as

the sands upon the sea shore, or the stars in the

firmament, und to their increase there shall be no
end.” The same blessing was promised fo the
Lord Jesus Christ. It was the privilege of Abra-
ham to receive knowledge, wisdom, and under-
stunding, but this did not satisfy him, he wanted
to see his chikdren multiply. When Abreham has
passed a eertain ordeal and proved himself faith-
' ful, he will receive honor, power, glory, and exal-
 tation, which he is mude us capuableof altaiuing in
' the future ns those were who acted previous to
hisday. Were not this the case, the iutelligence,
 the power of the mind, the spirit that is placed in
‘the body, and ali that pertaing to life in this stage
L of action, or prior to our coming into the world,

 saying, “I have sacrificed a great deal for this
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after they had the privilege of organizing them- | ure not made honorable; and if they are not hon-
selves as n chureh, os abody, as the kingdom of | ored by the creature, by ftle principle that is
vad on the earth : I observed then, and I now placed in him, that organization is liable to de-
think that it will bs one of the last rvevelations | compose. Can you understand this? Foriu-
which the people will receive into their hearts and stance, let a man or woman who hus received
nnderstandings, of their own [ree will and choice, much of the power of God, vidions and revela-
and etteem it as a pleasure, u privilege, and a/tions,forn away from the holy commandmentsof
blessing unto them to observe and keep most' the Lords ang it seems that their senses are taken
Loly. from them, their understanding and judgment in

It is time the prinlege of consseraiing their righteouness are taken away, they go iuto dark-
property was given to ihe people, it is the will of | ness, and become like a blind persou “'!30 gropes
the Lord they ghould enjuy this blessing nnd privie by the wall.  Many of yon witness this almost
lega, thosa who choose to hand ever their proper- daily. Snch will continue to go on the retrogide

tv, to whom ? to Him who has given them everye path until they are decomposed; while these who |

thing they possess ; He owrns all they possess, | who are faithful will continue foincrease, and
and they bave no property, more or less, only | this is the grest blessing the Lord has given to, or
that which actually belongs to the Iord, and he placed within the reach of the children of man,
deals it out and bestows it where it seemeth bim | even to be capable of receiving eternal lives.
goad. ; ' To have such a promise so sealed upon our
[t i3 not for me to rize up and sav that I can heacs, which no power on earth, in heaven, or be-
give to thie Lord, for inreality I have nothing to ! neath the earth can take it from us, to be sealed
give. I seem tohuve something, why ? Decause up 1o the davy of TE*.‘EHI'I‘.IFT‘]GH and have the prom-
the Lord Fes reen fit to bring me forti. and Yas | ise of eternal lives, is the greatestgift of all. "T'he
blessed my efforts in gathering things whizh nare!people do not fully understund fhese things and
desirable, and which are termed property. tTe | have them not in full wsmn_hefurﬁ lht'::r minds, il
lias institufed a plan and order, has organized thic | they did I will tell you, plinly and in hovesty,
planet, und peopled it by his wisdom aud power., that there is not a triud which the saints are culled
[I» has given me my being upon this earth which | 30 pitaa through that they would not realize and
iz his, for ¢ The earth is the Lord’s” and a!l that ' acknowledge to be their greatest blessing.
pertaineth to it, all the elements, no matter how I will give you my reasons for this; il Adam
they are organized, no inatter what element itis, had pot s nned, and if his posterity had continued
it is the element the Lovd hus broaght together to | npon the earth they could not have known sin, or
compose the earth.  Was it his in the beginning 7 the bitter from the eweet, neither would they
It was. Did he cause the atoms of elements to | have known rizhfeousness, for the plain and sim-
conw together to organize the earth? He did. He ! ple resson that every effeet can ouly be fally
did Lring forth the earth, and formed and crgzun- | manifested by its opposite. 1f the saints could
izadit us it was in the beginning und made it perfect, | realize things as they aye when they are called to
pare ana holy. 'pass throvgh trinls, and to safivr what they call
To whom do thesa elements belong now ! To | sacrifices, they  wonld acknowledge them to be
tha eama heing who owned them in the beginning. the greatest blessings that could be bestowed upon
1"va anrth izstill hie, aud its f'lness, and (hat in- | them.  Dut put them io possession of trye prin-
clnd»a each tne of us * end ulso iveludes all that einl's and true erjoyments, without the oppesite,
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know the power that gave it, or the mode of its
coming? Vegetation and animals in great variety,
teem upon the face of the earth, but are manking
familiar with the secret springs of their growth
and existenice? Men ovnght, in the first place, to
find out how these things came, and who pro-
duced them. They will acknowledge at once
that there never was a house which was no! built.
and understand the principles of human art, but
do not fully understand the operations of nature.
though they proceed upon simple and naturai
principles.

Hence they see the mountains and de not
know how they are made, the grass, but de not
know upon what priuciple it grows ; the eattle
come and go, but they do not kunow their firs!
origin. Mankind spread abroad upen the earth,
but do not kuow how they came here, and are not
familiar with the workings of the power that sus-
tains them. This the people ought to find out in
the first place, and then they will know that the
earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness thereof, an
that there is an eternity of matter vet to be organ-
ized When the saints find ont the trath as it ie,
tsey will learn that they have nothing to conse-
crate in reality, that they have nothing to give to
the Lord, because they hold nothing but what al-
ready belongs to him. We seem to possess much,
and if we are faithful and endure to the end will
be erowned, and then the Lord will say it is e-
nough, you have proved yourselves faithfu!.
Comparatively speaking, he will talk with them
as a father does with his children. T'o one son
he says, “go and improve that farm, though Ido
not deed it to vou ;*’ to another he says, *“take
that farm,” and to a third, *‘take this,’” and all upon
the same conditions, “and I will see what you
will do with these my farms.”” They think the
farms are already theirs, but they are mistaken,
for the fatber did wnot deed the farms to them.
The eldest son fences, plows, and improves i,
bailds a house and a good barn upon it, plants an
orchurd, ruices cattle, nnd mukes the possession
much more valuahle than whea the father put it
into his hands. “Now John,” says the father,
“you have proved yourself a wise and faithful
steward, I will now give vou a deed of this pro-
perty which I have owned so long, that,it may be
yoir property.” He says to William, “hew is it
with your farm 7'* “Well, father it is much the
same as wheu you gave it to me toimprove; Ihave
not done mueh ; I raised a little wheat and corn.”’
“Where is your house William 7 O I was not gure
that the land was mine, and I did not build one.”
“Why did you not build abarn 1’ “*Well I did not
know that [ was going to possess it, so ¥ did not
put mysell to that trouble, as for an orchard, |
was Dot going to set one out for you te give to
some other of the boys.”” “You are an unfaithfu!
steward, and you can go now and get you a farm,
and I will take this that you might have improved
and possessed for an everlasting inheritance, and
give it to John, for he has been fuithful.” The
parable delivered by Jesus Christ is a fit illustra-
tion of this vrin€iple, wherein he likens the king-
of heaven to a man fravelling into a far country,
" who ealled his own servants, and delivered unto
them his goods ; “‘and unto one hejguve five talents,
to another two, and to another one” &e. The
one who received the one talent hid itup; he
was unfaithful and unprofitable, and so his master
took away from him the one talent, and gave to
him that had ten. So it i with the Lord in «ll
things. If men are faithful, the time will come
when they will possess the power and the know-
lege to oltain, orpanize, bring into existence, und
own. What of themselves, independent of their
creator ? No. But they and their creator will
aslways be one, they will always be of one heua:t
and of one mind, working and operating together ;
for whatsoever the Father doeth so doeth the son,
and o they eontinue thronghout all their opera-
tions to all eternitv. John will be counted worthy
to receive his inheritance, but William will bLe
disinherited, and that which he seemed to have
will be taken from him, and given to the faithlu!
steward. What have we that is'really ourown (o
consecrate 7 Nothing atall. What is our duty ?
It is our duty o imrrove upon every blessing the
Lord gives to us. If he gives us land, improve
it; if he gives us the privilege of building houses,
improve it : if he pives us wives and ehildren, try
and teach them the ways of the Lord, and exalt
them above the dark, degraded, and sunken stute
of mankind, &ec., if he gives us the privilege of
gathering together, let ns sanctify ourselves. In
hiz providenes he has ealled the Listter-day Saints
from the world, has gathered them from other
nations, and given them a place upon the earth.
Is this a blessing ? Yes one of the greatest the
pecple ean enjoy, to be frea from the wickedness
of the wicked, from the ealamities and clamor of
the world. By this blessing we can show to cur
Father in Heaven that we are faithful stewards :
and more, it is a blessing to have the privilege of
handing buck to him that which he has pot in
our possession, and not say it isours vntil he
| shail say it from the heavens. Then it ia plain
that what I seem to have I do vot in reality own,
‘and I will band it back to the Lord when hie calls
forit; it belongs to him,and it is his all the time.
persuaded to think that the Lord has called upen [T do not own it, I never did. He has called npon
them to consecrate, to give up something which  the -people to consecrate their property, to see
they cousider their MEH but iui reagly is m;_i.,ﬂtm wlu:‘thher t};?;]mmf u'ngie-rsh‘!ind L% fimpla ?_th:;xg
sornebody that never own it, Some of the  as this. en they bow down to warship the
people !'ez:l thus. and it is in conseqnence of the | Lord, they acknowledge that the earth is hiz, and
wickedness that is on the earth. TI]H‘Lﬂl‘ff Lias | the ca'u!e upon a thousand hills ; and _fn!l the Lord
not called for one farthing’s worth whi_r:h is “.'fl there is no sacrifice lhf"f- are not willmg_ 1o makne
h!is m;rl:!. ]'I'iw ];t‘ﬂp!ﬁ cﬂuI{E not own lft '?mII{;f! for ti;e sinka of the rel'trf:iﬂn of f‘e:::ﬂ?;::i; ! ']:::
they did, have they power to preserve it: . people were erying this conti y .~ -
Eugthey preserve {hgir hﬁildingshfmm the raging ch:ilrri.lhe; u:;en tlﬂe hﬁnk n:; .I;Ium;‘un nam?_ fnr:':l.
elements of fire? No. Have they power over and the Lord spoke throngh Joseph, revealing the
their grain to keep il from monld, to preserve it law of consecration, to see whether they we's
from blicht, and from the ravages of insects ? No. willing to do 2s they said in their prayers in
Have they power to preserve their animalsin life ? | their weekly mestings they have told bow the
No. Can they do these things ind{pend]mlt nl'iLnrd has blessed lhET!:'Io ar;d forlnit:n &1?; sins,
the power of the Lord Almighty 2 No. It is a'what glorions visiops they have had, a ve de-
vaiupand foolish thonght furg mj;n to think thev clared that the Lord wes. present, and that thev
own anything of themselves, for they do not. It had ungels to visit them, and they filt =0 rocd
is here fu_our possession, but how came. it &0 7 that they would give all for Christ, Said the Lovi
They domot kvow. Life is here, Lut do theyito Joseph, “seo if they will pive their [snws to

and they could not know enjoyment, they could
not realize happiness. They could not tell light
from darkness, because they have no knowled

of darkness, and consequently are destitute of a
realizing sense of light: If they should not taste
the bitter, how could they realize the sweet?—
They could not. They would be like a machine,
and could not aproximate to the standard of the
present enjoyment of the brute, and probably not
even to that of the vegetable kingdom. Toknow
the bitter they must taste it; they must be made
acquainted with the evil there is in existence, or
they cannot realize the good. If the people could
see and understand things as they are, instead of

kingdom,” they would understund that they bad
made no sacrifices at all. Thtg have received the
blessing of the knowledge of God, to know and
understend things as they are, thut they may con-
trast between the evil and the good, between the
light and the darkness, between that which is of
(God, and that which is not of God, between that
which is caleulated to exult and glorify the people,
and that which is calculated to carry them down
to destruction aud wauste them away, until they
would be no more.

1t isacurious idea,but one in favor of which there
is much testimony, that when people take the
downward road, one that is calculuted to destroy
them, they will actually in every sense of the
word be destroyed. Will they be, what is termed
aunihilated? No,there is no such thing as annihila-
tion, for you cannet destroy the elements of
which things are made. But Jesus will take the
kingdom, and reizn uuntil he has destroyed death,
and him that hath the power of death, which is
the devil. The people think that many of the
revelations of the Lord are hard, and say, “the
Lord has given this revelation totry me, to try the
strength of my faith.” It is the Lord’s design that
his people should have an experience; hence I will
not dispute for one moment but what it was the
will of the Lord that we shounld be made acquainted
with darkness, and subjected to vanity.

In my fullest belief, it was the design of the
Lord thut Adam should pa-take of the forbidden
frait, and I believe that Adam knew all about it
before he came to this earth. I believe there was |
no other way leading to thrones and dominioys
only for him to transgress, or take that position
which transgression alone could place man in, to
descend below all things that they might sscend
to thrones, principalities, and powers ; for they
could not ascend to that eminence withoul first
descending, nor upon any other prineiple,

I do not dispute but what you and I, naturally,
should love the world; this I verily believe,
I believe the Lord has designed from ages imme-
morial, {hat we ghould b* in darkness and ignor-
ance, and at the same time I believe 1t is his will
that weshould receive light and inteliigence in order
thet we may understand true priuciple, and the
true position which the saints should take to con-
trast continnally between the evil and the good.
I believe all this, just as much as I believe any-
thing else pertaining to mankind. Tt is then the
desirn of the Lord that mankind should be pleced
in this dark, ignorant, and selfish state, that we
shouldnaturally clingto the earth; for, asit wassuid

that the earth abides, und abide it as honorably as
does the earth.

If we do abide this law thus faithfully. we are
gnre to get our resnrection and exaltaticn, for
then we can see and understand things as they
are. Then instead of eoncluding that the Lord
has drawn vs inte difficulties, and compeiled us to
do that which is unplessaut to our feelings, and
to suffer saerifice upon sacrifice to no purpose, we
shall understand thit he has designed =ll this to

repare us to dwell in his presence, 1o, possess
[:iﬂ spirit, which s right and intelligent, for no-
thing but purity and holiness can dwell where he
is. He has so ordained it thut by the natural
mind we cannot see and understand the things of
God. therefore we must then seek unto the Lord,
and get his spirit and the light thereof, to under-
stand his will.  And when he is culling us to pass
through that which we eall afflictions, trials. temp-
tations, and difficulties, did we possess the light of
the spirit, we would consider this the greatest,
blessing that eonld be bestowed upon us. 1

When the Lord gave the revelation instroeting
vs in our duty #s to eonsecrating what we huve,
if the people then conld have understood things;
precisely as they are, and had obeyed that revela-
tion, it wonld have been neither more nor less
than vielding wp that which is not their own, to
him whom it belongs. And so it is now. Bat
what vain and foolish principles and idess have
crept into the warld, and have occupied the minds
of the people ! They are far from the true prin-
ciples of salvation, and godliness ; and the world
as sunk so far in wickedness, wretchedness,
misunderstanding, and every kind of ignorance,
and every species of wickedness which can be de-
vised #nd introduced by the devil and the people
combined, that even some of the saints are almost




