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the blebieblemingssings bestowed upon the saints are in
many instances considered sacrifices and for this
reareasonsoil I1 have concluded to say a few words upon
the law of consecration surplus property and tith-
ing

the law of consecration was revealed previous
to the brethbrithrens going to jackson county or
about the time they went after they left jackson
county andprid went to caldwell inasmuch usPs the
people did not understand why they should be
called upon to conseconsecratecratecrute for ifit a man possessed
more than he needed thetha lord was welcome to
it anyhow but if a man did not possess more
than helie really thought7 liehe needed they concluded
there should be no such law as the law of con-
secrationse or the law of tithing and inili conse-
quence of many questions being asked uponupon the
subject a revelation was given after the prophet
had cried unto the lord abingaying Is 0 lord show
unto thy servant how much ofdf the property of
thy people thoulion dost require for tithing

this revelation was given in I1february 1831
and I1 will read apartapart otof it commencing at thetile atheill
paraparagraphraph if thouthoa lovest me thou shat serve
me andad keep all my commandments and be-
hold thou wilt remember the poor and conseconsecratecrat
of thy properties for their support thatthit which
thou hast to impart unto them with a covenant
and a deed which cannot be broken and inasmuch
ssas yeyo impart of your substance unto the poor ye
willwiil do it unto me and they shall be laid before
the bishop of mytiry church and hlahia councillors
two of the elders or high priests such as hobe
shall or has appointed and set apart for thattint pur-
pose
E

ose 9 and it shall come to pass that after they are
lidid beffie the bishop of my church and after
that liehe haslias received these testimonies concerning
the consecration of the properties of my church
that they aamot be taken from the church agree-
ably to my commandments evaryevery man shall be
made accountable unto me a steward over his
own property or that which he has received lyby
consecration inasmuch as is sufficient for himself
and family

it is hardlyhandly worth while for me to say anything
about tiiethe disposition of tilethe people still when a
pronperon can realize that men do not know them-
selves we consider it proper to tell them who they
are whataliat they aresire and how they feel it would
not be worth while for me or for any other per-
son to talk about their dispositions the nature of
meirweir intentions their attachments to tho world
their sympathies passions or any thing of tiletiie
kind were it not watoat people areCM often blinded in
th ir minds and do notnut know themselves hence
itt is proper enough to make a few remarks about
ih melvesm elves

I1 wwillill read another reverevelationlaton given in april
1812 verily jliusilius saith the lord in add dilion to
tiletiie laws of the church concerning women and
children those who belong7 to the church who
have lost thir husbands or fathers women have
claimI1 im on their husbands for their maintenance un
tiel thertheir husbandshns bands are taken and ifir they are not
found transgressors they shall have fellowship in
thetha church and if they are not faithful they
shallshail not have fellowship in the church yet they
may remainromain upon their inheritances according to
ineina laws of the landand

paragraph 2 A 11II children have claimchim upon
pitparentsrents for tintir ir maintenance until they are

of aag and aftabt r thatthit they hav claici upon the
chumchat i or in oilier words upon tilethe lords store
boihii ip ilit their parents harehave not to divgiveI1 a
ahm s andnd the store househonse shall be

hotkotk ot by the consecrations of thetha church and
widows and ororphansplans shall iee provided for asits also
t purr amenami n

Ttipratieraarormarmm is awannarneroer n still pi lor to thistilis
lyneirnetime li tatingtung tl atlut it isis tilellie duty of allal people whoaho
cogo to A on to c alstaise erateprato all theirthir property to tilillthe

i lyoirpi i of jesus of latterlitter davday saints
tmtit rvri v Ilation w iss retrel to ett tieiliatletio april con
forence in 1854 ft waswaiw oneoue of the first corncom

ar reverevorevellationsirions divgian n to this people
a tertartarththyth y hid cvi pip ii ligerineil gcge of oranorinoonanizinginiins them-
selves a a churci s ai boda wia tietletie kingdom ol01

toiyoitojnj on thethotiotie eart I1 observed tti 11i aniandalid I1 now
v unitmilt that it villwill babe oneona of the hlii
wh cd the04 people willvi it receive inteinto ti ir hearts and

of theirtapir own free wi I1 and choice
andvad esteem it an a pleapleasureure a and i

bl unto terutuen to 01olobserveserveserre aadauld kerpherp most
holyloylovhov

iiIL is timo the of cotscoicor serafspritcraffcraft g their
p was given to0 lleileahelie people it iiM theilia will of

lieuie1 ie lord they should enjoy tho g ind priti
1I gr closefiose who choose to hand over geirweir proper-
ty to whom T totor hunhim who hasfins given them every
til iliff teytiley possess ilehe 0ov ns nilniiallill chevt levley possess
adoa lioiio they have no properpropertytv more or less only

nt soachwh actually belongs to I1 rP lordjordj ord and liehe

ii s it outoat and bestbestowsbestonsoli s it chero it him

1ti i1 noltno for me to riseri se up and si that I1 cmcan
v VBve to siwhie loro for in reality I1 have nothing to

v I1 seem I1ti hophobin P0 something why
i

I1 decbec ittseise
P tard lyeslies feenseraF n fit to bring in- foHIPnip foranartt and las

1 ny effortefforts in g things are
1 l hibirsir audand h will11ii are termtermeded property I1cje
i ii 1 a plp n and order has orgaorganisedorganizedniedredsed thithis

idiia tindmid beoo d it by hisim wisdom and power
II11 harbarh i gisengiveniven n pe mv beibelheinehelnen rr upon this earth which
i t s C r the erthc irth is11 thetiie lords and all that

i1 c in to it all the elelementsments no matar liowilowlow
v arean organizedtedled no matter what element it isis
th piment thetile lord has brought together tnin

faiaai oseoie t iwlit earth was it his inla tha beginning
t w did llelie cause the atoms of elements to0 o

rwn M t sethergether to organizeorg inize the earth 7 ileha did he
11i nilenug forth the earth and formed and oreanorgan

it as etwas in the beginning and made it perfect
fai1111 mandtand hnisholy

to ahm do0 these lementelements 8 belong now f to
ih i sm beinebeinabein who ownedoward them in atie beginning

tiTini ooth instilliti still fitiiii and itsils hillies 4 analav ilatliat itin
cluciu I1 caci lleilevilelie of usits andend 10aidlo lincii v udes athatiH that

we seem to possess it includes allnil the elements
in whatever shape form or condition and where
ever they are situated whether inlit theilia native stateslate
or in a blateelate of organization for the comfort aud
benefit of man

tilethe ability which we have to bring them to-
gether we have received of thetiie lord by his free
gift and lielialiashasbas made us capable of performperforminginZ
many things for his glory for hisills wisdom and for
the exaltation of those creatures he liashas brought
forth and made has he not endowed mankind
with intelligenceInteligence 7 ilehe has created them but a little
lower than the angels they havhave received wisdom
knowledge and understanding and are organized
to receive power glory and honor if they are
industrious prudent and fried with understanding
to knote fromirom cherp these favors emanate of
course they will attribute all thetile power and good-
ness to the hohonoralor and glory of thehebelhetelbeingng who be-
stowed them

As I1 have already observed the people are ignor-
ant they do not know themselves do not un-
derstandderders standland their own organization or from whence
they are if they did there would be no necessity
of talking to the people upon thesethess points we
afeaheare here oilon the eartherth we live and find ourselves
endowed with wonderful powers and it seems as
though we as individuals wereivere perfectly 1

I1

dent of every creature or being throughout the i

immensity of space we cannot see our supe-
riors and we do not fully realize from whence we

I1 have received anything weWO now have in our pos-
session this is in conseconsequencequence of our short
sighfigh edness of our want of understanding and of

the knowledge ofeternal beings herein
is13 where mankind fail lacking that which we
might have iliin our possepossessionpos sionsiou vzviz the light of the
revelations of jesus christ the lihtlight of the holy
spirit the light of heaven this iiH theilia privilege
of the latter day saints but they do not enjoy

1 it as much as they might consequently it is right
to talk aboutabout these matters and to instruct the
people

if we could perceive and fully understand that
all the abilityand knowledge we have every good we
possesspossess every bright ideameal every pure affection
and every good vision of mind from our infancy

present timelime are nilall the free girtgift of tiletiie
lord and of ourselves have bothinothingn origi-
nal we should babe much better prepared andad far
more ready totp aciact faithfully and wisely under all

i circumstances every good thing is in his hands
1 is subject to his power belongs tobiato him and is
only handed over to us for thethoth time being to see
what useusa we will make ofaf it

if we will improve babe faithful and dildiligentlyent in
all the ulesbles upon us we then have
heile principle ofor increase andarid this is tilethe great

blessing given to mailman and was the brornpromisese
1 which abraham received at theilia hands of the
lord Ababraham was fearful liehe would not in-

i
fit-

i
in-

crease
I1

and multiply his pstposterityerity on the earth
thoughu h liehe might increase ittlitin power wisdom ind
knowledge0 ll ledge himself and reflectedreflectid 1 I have nodo
children or even prospect of thep to rise
bless me or to honor andana revere my name ininma
coming generations the lord hovhoihowevereever gave
him this promise you have been faithful and

I1
gained wisdom and knowledge in every blessing
I1 have bestowed upon you nd now I1 will give
you a promise that you shall yet have a posterity
and it hallshall multiply upon the face of the earth

I1 and fintfinllyilylly the end odthe number thereof no man
I1 callcan tell for your seed shall te as numerous usAs

tilethe sands upon the sea shore or ilia stars iuill the
firmament and to their increase there shall be no
end the same blessing was promised to the
lod jesus chrit it was tilethe privilege of abra
lralin1 im to receive knowledge wisdom and under
st anding but this did not satisfy him helie wanted
to see his children multiply when abraham has
passed a certain ordeal and proved himself faith-
ful he will receive honor power glory and exal
t tion which helyp is made as capably attaining in
the future ns those wereworewr ro who acted previous to
bisins davdiv were not tilisthis thetho case taebe
thlip power of the mind the spirit that is placed in
ilitil body andandaliallali that pertains to tifafird in tillsthis stage
of action or prior to our coming into the world
tirelire not made honorable and if they are not hon-
ored bvliy thetile creature by thellie principle that is
placed in him that organization is liable to de-
compose can you understand this for in-
stance let a mantwin or woman who has received
murilmurli of thetiie power of god and revela-
tions turn autv from thetha holy
the lordi atiqalig i t seems that their senses are taken
fromirom them their undemanding and judgment in
righteousness likenviken away they go into dark
ness and become like a baiad who gropes
avb thecie wallwill lanymany orof yon witness this almost
daiydaivdalyd alvaly such will continue totoabgo on the reiroide
path until they are decomposed winiewhile who
who are faithful willvill continue to I1increase and
this is thetile great blessing the lord has given to or
placedd within theilia reach of tilethe children of man
even to be capable of receiving eternal livesfives

to have such a promise so scaled upon our
beacie which no power oilon earth in heaven or be-
neathi the barth cancall tikelike it from usits to be sealed

1 iiiilllyup to the day of redemption and have the prom-
ise of eternal lives is the greatest gift of all thetile
people do not fully understand aliese things and
have them not in full vision before their minds if

i they did I1 wiilwill tell you plI1 finly andiidlid in honesty
that there isy not ait titlitgritlif alclicwhichapejpetheasaiasalsaintslits arareara called
to pissrass through that they

I1

would not realize andam
acknowledge to bobe their greatestjamest blessing

I1 wig sivegivelveive you my reasons for thisabis icit adam
hadhid gotvotnot s inidnned a-idaydandani if hhbli posterity had continued
upon the earth they cuhl not have known sin or
thetile titterwitter fronfrom thetire sweet neitherreither would they

I1 have known forlor tilethe plain and sim-
pleI1 reason that every effect calican only babe fully
manifested by its opposite if thetile saints could

as they eboivo when ibeythey are called to
passpans through trials and to sufisafi tir what they call
sacrifices they would acknowledge them to be
thetile greatest blessings that could be bestowed upon
themtheir nutbut put themthom inILI possessionposse bioti of true prin
ailseipl s audand true is without thefile crporpoppositeosIte

and they could not know enjoyment they could
not realize happiness they could not tell light
from darkness because they have no hknowledge
of darkness and consequently are destitute of a
realizing sense of light if they should not taste
the bitter how could they realize the sweet
they could not they would be like a machine
and could not approximate to tilethe standard of the
present enjoyment otof theilia brute and probably not
even to that of thetho vegetable kingdom to know
the bitter they must taste it they must be made
acquainted with the evil there is inili existence or
they cannot realize thetiie good if the people could
see and understand things as they are instead of
saying iliill1 I havellave sacrificed a great deal for tillsthis
kikingdomna 0 sacrifices

5 they would underunderstands tandland that they had
mademada no sacrifices at all they havellave received the
blessing of the knowledge of god to know and i

understand things as iliilltheyey are that they mavmaymay con-
trast between the evil and the good between the
light and the darkdarknessns between that which is of
god and that which is not of god between that
which is calculated to exaltexult and glorify lie people
and that which is calculated to carry them down
to destruction and waste them away until they
would be no more

it isisa curious ide abut one in favor of which there
is much testimony that whennhen peoplepeople take the
downward road one that is calculatedcalculate to destdestroyroy
them they will actually in everyevery sense of the
word be destroyed will they bebewhamwhat is termed
annihilated no there is no such thing as annihila-
tion for you cannot destroy the elements of
which things are made but jesus will take the
kingdom and reinreig ti until liehe has destroyed death
and limaimin that hath tilethe power of death which is
theilia devil the people think that many of thetiie
revelations of tilethe lord are hard and say the
lord has given this revelation to try me to try the
strength of my faith it is the lords design that
his people should have an experience hence I1 will
not dispute for one moment but what it was the
will ortheof the lord that we should be made acquainted
with darkness and subjected to vanity

in my fullest belief it was the designI1 of the
lord that adam should of the forbidden
fruit and I1 believe that adam knew all about it
before becamehe came to this earth ia1I bejijybeline there was
no other way leading to thrones and dominidominions
only for him to transgress or take that position
whichchich transgression alonealobe could place manmail inili to
descend below all things that they might

1
ascend

to thrones principalprincipalitiesaties aandnd powers I fofoi they
couldcou d not ascend to that eminence wittiwithoutgut ferstfirst
descending nor upon any other principle

I1 donotdo notcot dispute but what you and 1I naturally
should love the world this I1 verily believe
I1 believe the lord has designed from ages imme-
morial that we should b in darkness and ignor-
ance and at the same time I1 believe it is I1liisilislisils will
that weshoud receive light and in order
that we may understand true principle and the
true position which the saints should take to con-
trast contincontinuallynally betweeniloween the evil and tilethe good
I1 believe all this just as much as I1 believe any-
thing else pertainpertainingincinz to mankind it is then the
design of the lord that mankind should be piecedplaced
in this dark ignorant and selfish state aliat we
should naturally clington the earth for asitBS it was said
here last sabbath the earth is very good a and of
itself allailandend has abided a celestial law consequently
we should not despise it nor desire to leave it
but rather desire and strive to obey the same law
that the earth abides and abide it as honorably as
does the hartli

ifit wea do abide tbthiss law thus faithfully we are
surebure to get our resurrectionresu and exaltation for
then wpwe can fee and understand things as thythey
are then instead of concluding that the lordtord
has drawn us into difficulties and compelled us to
do that which is unpleasant to our feelings and
to sacrifice upon sacrifice to no purpose we
shall understand thatthit halie has designed allell ahito

us to dwell in ililiillisliiss presence to possess
prepare

isis spirit which is right and intelligent for no-
thing buthut purity ard holiness caucan dwell where I1he

Iss heile has so ordained it that by thetile ilaiianaturaltural
dimindnind weive connotcannot see and understand thetile things of
sodgod thereforeherofore we must thentheneekis ek unto the lord
andind get bishish spirit and timtiie lightfight therthereofeor to under-
stand hisliis will and when he is cailcallcallingng us I1to0 pass
through that which we call afflictions trials temp-

tationstations andaad difficulties did we possess tilethe light of
thetho spirit we would consider this the greatest

that could beba bestowed Luponpon us
when the lord gave the revelation instructing

nsus in our duty uss to consecrating what we havellave
iff the deoppeople then could have understood things
preelredielychelybely as they tireare tandand had obeyed that cevela
wonionlon it would havehase been neither more nor less
hanthanban yielding up that which is not their own to
him whom it belong and so it is now but
what vain and foolish principles and ideas have
crept into thetile world and havellave occupied the minds

i of the people they are far from the true prin-
ciples of salvation and godliness and thehe world
feasbeas stinksunk so0o far in wickedness wretchedness
misunderstanding and every kind of ignorance
and every species of wickedness which lican be de-
vised and introduced by the devil and the people
combined that even some of the almost
persuaded to think that the lord liashas called upon
them to consecrate to give up something which
they consider their own but in reality is not I1to0
somebody that never did own I1itL some of the
people feel thus and it is iuin consequence of the
wickedness that Is on the earth thetile lord las
not called for othon farthingsfarthings worth which hN not
his own tilethe peoplee 0 I1 couldid not own it and if
they did havellave sllslitheythoyeypilpowerowclucour to preepreserveprea it 7 no
calican they preserve their buildings from the raging
elelementsemerts of fire 7 no have they power over
their grain to keep it from mould to preserve it
from blight and from thetho ravages of insectinsects no

I1 have they power to preserve their animals in life

no calican they do these things independent of
the power of the lord almighty no it is a
vain and foolish thought for men to think theytily

own anyanythingting of themselves for they do not itA
I1is here inlit our pospossessionassion but how camocattle it so

I1 they do not enowknow life iais here lut do t y

know the power that gave it or or
coming vegetation and animals in
teem upon tiiethe face of the earth but ar anund
familiar with thetile secret springs of their growth
and existence men ought in the first place to
find out how these things came and
deuced them they will acknowledge at Wuneeancedeedea
that there never was a housebouse which was alitailt
and understand the principles of human arlbet
do not fully understand the operations of nature
though theytiley proceed upon simple andinilural
principles la11

hence they see thetile mountains and ddoucot0 to
knowknew how theytiley are made the grassgras4 butu t d t
know upon what principleucile it grows the itleitielttierle
come and go but theytiley do0 not know st
origin mankind spread abroad upon the 9 h
but do not know how they came here and ariotarlot
fainfamiliarlilarillar with the workings of the power that erustinsus
bains them this the people ought to find duelm
thetholh first place and then they will know that thetha
earth is the lords aandad the fullness thereof andnd
that there is13 an eternity of matter vettoyettovet to bobe organ-
ized when thetho saints find ontout theile truth as it is
tieyti ey will learn that thetherthey have nothing to0 o conse-
crate inili reality that they have nothing to give to
tiletha lord because they hehold1 d nothnothing1 ng but wwhathat al-
ready belongs to him we seem to possess much
and if we ararea faithful and endure to thetile endenabendwillenadwillwill
be crowned and then the lord will sayfay itt Is e
douglidough you have proved yourselves faithful
comparatively speaking he will talk
as a father does with I1liisillslisits

I1 children to one son
lie says go and improve that farm though ido
not deed it to you to another he sayssay take
that farmfarmandand toaloato a third take this f and bilall upon
the same conditions audsaudlaudand I1 will see whatvoupowjowyou
will do with these my farms they
farms are already theirs but mistaken
for thetile father ddidid not deed thetho farms to themtrem
the eldest son fences plowplows and irnlinimprovesproves itity
bubuildslids a house and a good barn upon it plants an
orchard raises cattle andtind makes tiletila possession
much more valavaluableahleable than when the father put it
into his hands now john says the father

you have proved yourself a wise and ffaithfulr withful

steward I1 will nowdow give vouvonyou a deed of alili
I1 perty which I1 have owned so ICmg chatithat may be
byoir 11 liehe sayspays to william
with your farm 11 1117wilwllnilell father itat is much tilethe
same as when you gave it tometo me tomto improveprove I1 have
not done much I1 raised a little wheat and corn
where is your house williamwiiiiam 0 1I

that tiletilo land was mine and I1 did not build oneohe 11

why did you not build a barn 7 wellowell I1 didilltiltid notmot
know that I1 was going to possess it so I1 didiotdia not
put myself to that trouble as for an I1
was not going to set one out for you to0o giveivdive to
some other of the boys 19 you adreianare an
steward and youyonon can go now and get you a darmfarm
and I1 will take this that you might have impimprovedrovedA

and possessed for an everlasting inheritanceinheritances and
give it to john for liehe has been faithful the
parable delivereddeliverfd by jesus christ isa fit illustra-
tion of thistilis prInprincipleVille wherein lie likens hethe kingkang
of heaven to a man travellingtravelling into a far country
taho called liishis own servantservanselvaneervansvanetp and delivered unto
them his goods llaniland unto one behave6
to another two and to another otlo mieithe
one who received the one talent hidbid at allf hobe
was unfaithful and unprofitable andaud so hisliis maslermailer
took away from him thetiie one talent and glioglie to
himjilin tintthat had tentell so it isis with tilethe lormdorm niloil
things if men are faithful the time will come
when they will possess the power antlanil the know4powdow
hlegega to obtain onort anize bring into

i own what of themselves independent of their
creator no but they and their creatorcreaton will
always be on theytiley will always be of one heart
and ofor one mindrhind workingy and operating togetogetherlher i

for whatsoever the falcerfather boeth so boeth thefhe son
and so thethoY continue throughout all theintheir opera-
tions to dau eternity john willivill be countedworthy
to receive hishia inheritance but will hebe
disinherited and that which he seemed lo10 havebave
will be taken from him and gigivenve n to the faithful
steward what havehove we that h to
consecrate kotbinNot liinbin atallat oilill what is our alty I1

it is our duty to improve upon every mesag the
lord gives to us if hebe elvesgives uaw land trove
it inie gives us the privilege uheute houseshouse

I1 improveimprove it icheif he gives us wives and childrentrytry
and teachtearh themibm the ways of the lord and aalt
themtimm eboreabove the dark degraded and sunken state
of mankind ac if hebe gives us the of
gathering tozethertogether let us sancelsanctifyry oursdiverive iliin
bighis providence he has called the latter

1 from tiloilia world has gathered them framfrao kotlier
nations and given tarmth ni a place upontipon aba earth
Is this a blessing 7 yesYs one of tilethe greawreagreatestlest the
people can enjoy to be free from the wickwickednessedne
of the wicked from the calamities and clamar ofor
the world by this blessing we can show tato cur
father heavenhearenin that yewe aretire falthfaithfaithfulfulfui itstewardsewards
and more it iah a blessing to have tiiethe privilege ft
handing back to him that which lie insbas P tl illlilin
our possession and not say it 14i ourscars lleilelie
shallshan say it from the heavensbeavens aben it aih plain
that what I1 seem to have I1 do notinot in realireality own
and I1 wiilwill liandband it back to the lord whenwhan alii bealis
for it it belongs to dimandhiim and it iais avsb s all meine time
I1 do not own it I1 never did he liaslibs calleia upon

I1 ibeibo people 0too consecrate their propproperiopropererivtv swlo seewe
J whether they could uunderstand so simple a thing
i asPs this when they bow down lo10
I1 lord they led that the earth is illiii and nd
I1 the cattle upon a hllhilhillslis and telllell thalthai lyd
there is nodo sacrifice they are not willing to kiik

for the sake of the religion of jesus christ tte
people werewera crying this continually BtnoBl aleilie
churcherchurches whenrhen theilia book cfof mormon canlecaule prill

1 andabd the lord spoke through joseph the
law of consecration to feelseelf eela whwhetherellier they at wo
willing to do ssus they saidsald in their prayers jnn
their weekly meetingsmeefmeet ings they have told howbow illeilie

I1 lord liashas blessed themthera andana forgiven nipsrips
1 what glorious vivisionslongiong they bavehave had ardand hairebaire
cared that the lord was present and abatthat limy

I1 had angas la visit them andalid they faltorlto poadocd
that would give all for chrichrtt saullie letilett

itoto joseph seaelseosee if they will giregiveve their faixursirs tuto


