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gerved, but never more eso than at
present.

All Christian people join this day
in praise of that wouderfal advent
which made this the day of days to
earth and the inhabitants thereof-—an
event walted for nearly 4000 years by
those to whom the promise was made,
and whish they looked forward to with
a living faith, that He who sheuld
come was anointed to be their Re-
deemer, and that He would bave
power toeave ail those who would be-
lieve oo Him. -

From the day of Adam’s transgres-
sion the biood of aulwals was shed and
pacrifice offered as typical of and to
preserve In memory the sacrifice to
be made of Him whose blood should
cleanse from allsin. The promise of &
8avior was made to many worthies
who lived in earlydays; and the blood
sprinkled upon the door” posta of the
children of Israel while in bondage
was a signof their faith. Their deliv-
erance from death was typical of that
Ohirist whose blood should deliver them
from the bopdage of sin and death. It
was again typified in that serpeunt
lifted up upon the cross on which all
of the children of Israel might
look and live. Agsain it was
econfirmed by that hLoly angel who
anpounced o Mary that she
should bear a son who should rule over
the house of Jacob forever; and when
born and presented in the Temple as
the divine infant, he was pronounced
to be the light of nativns and the glory
of Israe). All these looked with an eye
of faith to the time of His coming, and
the miraculous manifestations of His
power,

HSince then history and many wit-
nessea not only declare His coming,
put 1ell of Hls life, His cruei death,
His resurrection from the dead and
His nascenslon into beaven from
whence He came, to the home and
glory of the Father, whose only begot-
ten Bon among men He was,

Let imagination for a moment con-
template the character of that divine
mission which so grandly achieved a
triumoph over death, and demonstrated
the fact, by actusa] personal experience,
that man may come 1o earth, fll his
mission, and despite of death break
its bands and return ib person from
whence He came, And further still
we may query, what must have been
the emotivns of His spirit while con-
templatiog the mission appointed to
Him during those four thousand years
from the time He was chosen and or-
dmined; for it is written of Him that
He was ae a lamb slaln before the foun-
dation of the worly, And, viewlng
His appointment with human eyes, we
can only conclude that His love was
anflicient to cast out all fear, or we
would say, love and fear must have al-
ternated, and at times made terrible
the contemplation of suffering
more than mah can suffer,
be tempted more than man was ever
tempted; and finally to suffer the roost
{gnvminious deatb, invade the regions
of the dead to set captives, bound
there, free, and proclaito iiberty to the
entize race of man. QOniy by the power
of divine love could such a mission he
contemplated without ehrinking from
the fearful ordeal to be emlured.

He to whom hud been given all
power both in beaven at d on earth

power and infiuence of love; that love
that constitutes the charity that never

faileth; tbat charity, with fith
and hope, whiech constitutes the
element in which dwell all
spiritual, intelligent beings. We

cannot view Him there in thelight of
humanity; must not compare that
atate with our frall human existence;

but we may contemplate from a knowl- |

edge of His career the royal grandeur
of ihose sublime virtues which we may
acquire by passing through the like
ordeal, endure but feebly as He eu-
dured, and overcome ag He overcame,
in fighting for that crown of glory,
which He secured and is laid upfor ahi
those who shall rise trlumpbant by

virtue of His redeeming love.

It is His character, the virtues of His
(Godlike career that weshould seek
emulate, as Hesacrificed His happiness
and glory, and suffeied for our good to
become & Bavior; so let ua cherish the
exalting virtues of love and charity in
the acte of onr lives, that we may be
entitied to like honors and participants
of like glory.

‘Phis day which commemorates the
advent, lite and enrthly eareer of Him
who ' was the Messiah, God with
man, s a day to be bonored hy every
professed Christian, apd affords evi-
Jdence of that honor and esteem of His
charagter by doing as he did} by
Beatowing some gilt as token of Hislove
for another that shall be a blessing tuv
whe recelver —the giver to kestow the
gift by virtue o some sacrifice on hls
part that shnll he evidence of Christ-
Lhke charity. Let us all put on thie
day the mantle of charity, never to be
again disrobed of it, ever remembering
that self-denial and willing sacrifice
are necessary virtues of s Bavier
and Redeemer of our fellow man.
@ncrifice alone puts this power within
the reaech of all. The one tbat givex
the least by sacrifice gives more than
the one that gives most - out
of His abundant riches, HBuch was
the judgment rendered by this sume
Christ, whose judgment is just; that
the widow?’s mite, which was her all,
her living, wus tore than the abund-
ance which had been contributed hy
those whose wealth of riches prevented
the possibility of any sacrifice to them,
of any personal enjoyment whatever.

f,ove is commendable in all, but let
1t be evidencved by some generous act,
or by some kindly word that shall
be Chrietlike in purity of motive
and shall serve to awsken that
sympathy that shal) elevate hursanity,
by blessing the needy, comforting the
afflicted, and by making bappy all who
are willing to come under the influ-
ence of a Bavior’s love, and enjoy His
divipe favor,

Circumstances and conditions which
attend ng in this life are often of an
adverse or afflicting character, though
they may be for ouir purification, if
rightly appreciated. For instance,
many of our homeg are beteft of loveu
ones with whom we shared the happy
hours anh merritpent of last Christ-
mas. Our spirits still yearn for thelr
society, evidencing the. strength of

that eternal bond which mem-
ory claims ehould npot be broken;
but they are gone, and who

of us that remain have thie assur-
anch that we shall ever witness another
in time? We may look forward to the

. was pledged to use it only .under the ! future In our anticipations, ae we are
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compelled tothink of the past from our
reslizations; and would that it might
be otherwise. Here is a mighty lesson
to learn, discovering,as we do, that His
ways are not as our waye, ner His
thoughts as our thoughts, To
acquiesce in those dealings and
providences which seem to safHict
and give us sorrow, and in them to dis-
cover the merits of an allwise and
eternal plan, is our . lesson of life to
learn. When learned, we may look
upon the most beartrending scenes
life with like composure aa Christ did
when awaijting His appointed time for
the trying test of His career, and know
thata far more exceeding and eterna}
weight of glory is the reward of our en-
durance.

Merry be the Christmas and happy
the New Year to all who love ouy
Lord, the Christ!
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BEAR LAKE STAKE.
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Editor Deseret News:

On Monday, Bept, 7, 1881, 1 left Sal¢
Lake City by team bound tor the Bear
Lake Btake of Zion and returned on
the 20th of October following, aftep
traveling 639 miles, visiting twenty.
pine settlements of the Sainte in the
interest of Church history, and preach-
ing thirty-six times. Of the settle.
ments visited twenty-seven were in
the Bear Lake Btake, and two, namely
Almy and Evasston, Wpyoming, in
the Smimmit Stuke, Almost without ex.
ception I was well received and cared
forby the presiding officers andlead.
ing meu of the Jifferent eettlements,
who tnearly all seemed te undersiaungd
the importance of improviog the
method of keeplng ward records, and
promited toact wpon the suggestions:
given in this regard.

Among the places visited were Star
Valley and 8Salt River Valley,
Most readers of t NEWS un-
doubted]y know something about Stap
Valley, Wyoming, where five fluur.
ishing settlements of the Baiuta consti-
tute an important part of the Bear
Lake Stake of Zion; hutihere are per-
baps many who have ;never heard
much of Balt River Valley, lying im-
mediately north of the furmer, partiy
in Wyoming and partly in ldabo. In
order to reach this valley from Auy-
burn, or Grover, the lraveler passcs
through a ecanyou following the
course of Salt river, which heris ls both
deep and wide in places, end has to he
forded twice. Formerly the road
crossed the mountain. Emergiong from
this canyon,a hroad and attractive val.
ley greets the gaze’of the traveler, and
on the different streame which Ut inte
Ralt river from the sunow-Gsapped
mountains on the east, a Dumber
of ranches and farmes, recentiy opened,
convinces the stranger that he 18 sti]]
on the horders of civillzation. These
scattered settlers co: stitute the newly
organized Glencoe ward, vver Which
John W. Tiioneor prexides as Bishop'
with Hans J. Eromert and Sidney Al
lem as counselors, The numerigal
strength of this ward, which waa firat
orgamized Juue 17, 1881, js 83 famniies
or 170 souls. The ceutre of the ward;
or the poirt where the méeting house
stands, in section 23, ownship 34 vorth
of range 119 weal, la on the easl mide of
Balt river, avout elghieen miies north:
west of Afton, in Btar Vailey,




