244

THE DESERET WEEEKLY:

Prophet great assistance. Harris mort
gaged his farm for money to printthe
Book of Mormon, went to Onlo, lost all,
and c¢ame back a pocrer and a wiser
man. Mrs. Harris consigned a hundred
or more pages of the manuscript to the
fire, delayed the work, and finding her
hushand infatuated, left him. Converts
embracing the new faith, the first Mor-
mon conference was beld June 1st, 1830,
in the town of Fayetie, Seneca county,
New York. W. W. Phelps published
the anti-masonic paper in Canandaigua,
and Brigham Young is reported to have
been a teacher and a religious exhorter
in the same place.’

We nave made many good friends
since we canie here,and have distributed
over 700 tracts and held three meetings.

If any of your readers would like us
to call on any relatives or iriends they
might have in this section of the country,

we will be glad to doso. - We hope to’

do much towards enlighiening the peo-

ple and preparing them Jor the great

{uture. ‘Tugo. T. BurTon.
W. F. Brim,

THE GOSPEL IN TENNESSEE.

WaAVYNESBORO, Wajyne County, Tenn,
January gth, 18¢7.
I said good-bye 1o my venerahle
parents and niy iriends on the night of
the 27th of July 1895, and took the train
which swittly bore me oul of sight of
the beautilul city of my mativity, Salt
Lake City. There were eighteen of us

in the happy band who bade farewell to i

all that we held dear on earth, to fill a
mission in the Southern slates. We
were happy hecause we knew that we
had enlisied in a noble cause, and that
gave us courage to come torth and ban-
ish gloomy thoughts of leaving home.

e saw many wondertul sights on our
trip.

Ne metour worthy mission president,
Elder E.S. Kimbali on the morning of
the 3ist of the same month, at 1he Rass-
more botel, in Chattanooga, Tennessee,
and by hin | was assigned to labar in
the Middle Tennessee conference.

1 went to the metroplis of this state
the city of Nashville, where I labored
for two months, canvassing and holding
meeting in company with Elder O M.
Sanderson; thea our couference presi-
dent. My companions have been
Elders O. M. Sanderson, 1. W. West,
JIghn A. Wootton, O H. Hewleit, Wm

. Qgden, and . D. C. Young. The
latter is mow our conlerence president,
and is working hard for the spread ol
the Gospel seed among the people of
this conterence, and to systematize the
work of the Elders under him; last of
all, my present companion is Elder
Thomas A. Sheley who is fresh in the
work. Wge have all labored in perfect
harmony with each other and the longer
we travel together the stronger grow
the ties of allection. | have enjoyed
excellent health during my short stay in
the south.

Never have 1 engaged ion any labor
that has been the source oi such trye
pieasure and enjoynient lo us as that ol
my ministerial work of the past seven-
teen months. [ wasasigned lo faboras a
“*meteoric’’ Elder at our last conlerence
which convened June 27th 18¢6. |
spent the remainder of that year in that
work, during which time | walked 1,483
mtles, assisted in holding 184 meetings
and witnessed seven honest souls hapt-
ized into the fold of our loving.Savior.

I have traveled withoul purse and scrip
and can testify that God will raise up
friends to admimster to the necessities
of those who put their trust in Him.

Whi ¢ there is great joy in this work
we do not find it all bliss, neither can we
expect it, for “all who live gudly in
Christ Jesus suffer persecution.’’ Some-
times our minds grow gloomy and our
liearts lose courage when we have 10
plod ‘through the mud some stormy
nights until late, dark hours, soliciting
entertainment ifrom house to house only
to be refused; but there is always sun-
shine after rain. Soit is with this. God
always prepares a place for us that seems
to he hetler than any other; and the
glorious rays from the Son of righteous-
ness shioe through the windows of our
minds, and lighten our hearts and give
us faith to press on.

I must say, there cannot be too much
praise given to the southern people for
their hospitality and sociability, for
douht whether there can be found their
equal elsewhere. The true Gospel seeds
are being sown in many honest hearts
and in His ownduoe time the Lord will
rew the harvest. )

e are having a beantiful winter,mitd
and dryfor this country. [have not
seen two inchies of smow since I left the
Rocky Mountains.

Elder Sheley joins me in love with
greetings to Saints, relatives and friends
at llome and abroad.

GEORGE A. HUNTINGTON.

ARKANSAS TRAVELERS.

PicgoTT, Arkansas, January 18th, 18g7.
Our Arkansas conference closed last
pight. It was held in Headley schoopl
house in Clay county. We had asenes
of splendid meetings. OQur principal
priesthood meeting was held in the
woods, where we sat on the logs around
a huge bon-fire. With exception ot
short intervals, our meeting was almost
continuoiis from ten o’clock a. m. until
five p. m., during which time each of the
sixteen Elders present bore their testi-
monies. The spirt was poured out so
powerfuily upon us, that many were
melted to tears and those experienced,
spoke by the power of the Lord as if
they had heen in the field for months.

Following this we had a series of
Priesthood meetings together, using the
noon hour between public gathering, in
which we were spiritually fed. Most of
the time in these meetings was occupied
by our president, Elder Andrew Kim
ball, while each of us had sufficient op-
portunity of speaking as we were led.

Qur public meetings, commencibg
Friday night and ending Sunday night,
were well attended, exceeding one hun-
dred persons on an average

Saturday night, by way of change, the
Elders gave the people a iree concert.

During our puhlic meetings, our young
Elders were brought to the front, and
handled the first principles of the Gos-
pel in their order.

Elder James L. Niclson presides over
this conference and has laboring uader
his direction, ¢leven missionaries, Joseph
A Wright, Thomas H. Argyle, George
E. Brim, Thomas Gleason, Joseph H-
Peterson, James P. Anderson, Joseph J.
Larkin, Fredrick Cleverly, Frank
Copening, David Nelson and George N.
Atkinson Besldes those, and in com-
pany with President Kimball, we had a
visit ftom Secretary |ohn M. Knight,
who was instrumental in the bands of the

Lord, with his co laborers, in opening
up this fleld, from which he was called
to St. John, Kansas; 1o operate as sec-
retary and assistant president of the
Indian Territory mission. To make it
still more interesting, Elder Lorin C.
Woolley, en route 1o his old field. the
Cherokee nation, for a short mission,
added his testimony and gave us many
valuable items of experience.

Qur St. John Sunday school superin-
tendent and tenor singer, Elder Kirk-
man, with his guitar, came aloug to atd
in making it still more interesting, so
that our musical depariment was one of
no small interest 10 the people,

This is the second conference held in
this locality, with increasing interest. It
will be rememhered that in this partico-
lar neighborhood, seven years ago, El-
ders Holt and Shephard ol the Southern
States niission, who came over trom
Teunessee, were mobbed, but the fruits
of their labors are apparent today; in
the many warm-hearted friends to our
Elders. Some of those the two Elders
met during their short visit here

Following each meeting kind friends
waited for us. Notwithstanding the fact
that the people generally are poor, they
share their scanty lot and give us the
best they have. Special preparation
was made of course for our pleasure;
and the Mormon Elders coming in from
their various rounds know how to ap-
preciate these good things.

With the exception of a few unruly
boys, who no doubl wou!ld make it un-
pleasant for us, if not kept in restraint
by better element, the behavior of the
people towards us, is worlhy of special
commendation. Qur Elders, in coming
in from their various fields, report that
they traveled without purse or scrip,and
have received the best of treatment.
Elders Brim and Copening particularly
reported that they had put up at the
best hotels in the cities and ate their
Christmas dinner at a railroad ealing
house, getting al the latter, turkey, fresh
oyslers and a variely of tresh {ruits, elc.
While it seemed a hardship to start with,
some months ago, conditions have
changed so that our Elders very much
prefer the new method; and indeed it
would need a new dispensation of in-
structions to get them to go back to trav-
eling as formerly, with money with which
to pay their way. The work is being
done systematically. The state is divid-
ed into districts. Our Elders are unen-
cumbered with trunks, valises or extras.

While the work is yet new in this
state, under the present system ol the
rough canvassing and with the good lot
ol Elders, our president,Elder Kimball,
has no fear as to the result in a good
work to be accomplished during the
coming year. FRANK L. CoPENING,

Secretary Arkansas Conference.

RAWLINS ELECTED SENATOR,

TUESDAY’S VOTE.

It was generally expected that toter-
esting snd perhnps fioal Jevelopments
would vocur In the senatorinl oonteat
today Bl Lhe noon seesign of the joint
asaembly, and wille there were somé
ghanges, they did not bring the end
nearer tothe view than it haa been
from the beginnlog.

When the nsme of R. C, Chambere,
who Leretntore bad supported Rawline,
voted for Moses Thoatcher.

Bpeaker Perkiue, without maklng
apy explanation, also voled for Moses®




