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DISCOURSE Those who have heard the pree- shnsld go forth the law. What|you now to the 4th chapter of Isa- ﬁ%ﬂ?t&rﬂmﬂg ;.he hEnd “?ar ,g‘gm t.h::;

By Elder ORSON PRATT, De-
livered in the New Tabernacle,
Salt Lake City, Sunday After-
noon, June 15th, 1873.

REPORTED BY DAVID W. EVANS,

I wiLL call your atfention to the
first two lines in the first hymn
that was sung this afternoon,

—&¢ A pige, O glorious Zion,
Thou joy of latter days.”

In connection with these two
lines I will cite the attention of the
congregation to the first verse of
the 60th chapter of Isaiah—

¢t Arise,ghine, for thy light i& come, and
the glory of the Lord has risen upon thee.”

The passage which I have quoted
from Isaiah has reference to the lat-
ter day. Zion, about which the
choir sang ‘at the opening of the
ineeting. That there may be no
misunderstanding about the people,
to whom the prophet had reference
I will read some other passages con-
nected with ‘it: ““And the Redee-
mer shall come to Zion, and unto
them that turn from transgression
in Jacob, saith the Lord.” The
Zion that is here spoken of is called
upon to ‘‘arise and shine, for the
glory of the Lord is risen upeon
thee.” There is no one thing. mere
fully revealed in the Seriptures of
eternal truth than the rise of the
Zion of our God in the latter
days, clothed wupon with the
glory of God from the heavens—a
Zion that will attract the attention
of all thenations and Kindreds of the
whole earth. It willnot be some-
thing that takes place in a corner on
some distant island of the sea, or
away among some obscure people;
but it will be something that wi
call forth the attention of all people
and nations upon the face of the
whole earth. The rise of Zion, the
latter day Zion! What are we to
understand by the meaning of Zion?

What I understand and what the

Scriptures have protrayed in regard
to the meaning of Zion is a people
who shall receive the Iaw of God,
and who shall be agknowledged of
the Lord as'his people— a people
who shall be gathered together
from the nations of the earth and
build a house to the mame of the
Lord in the latter days. A people
who shall have their abiding place
in the mountains, and who.shall
build a city that shall be called
Zion. All these things are clearly
pertrayed in prophecy. The people
of God must be a people who give
the most diligent heed to his word;
they wili be guided by revelation
from him, and among them his
power will be made conspicuously
manifest.  These are characteris-
tics: concerning this latter-day
Zion, spoken of by the ancient
E\'ﬂphebﬂ which, if the Spirit of the

ord wili enable me to clearly com-

- prehend the subject, I will endea-

vor, this afternoon, in my simple
language and in my simple man-
ner, to lay before this congregation.
e find, in the 40th chapter of

the prophecies of Isaiah, that the
people of Zion are to be raised up
preparatory to the &econd advent
of the Sou of God. Isaiah uses an
exclamation something like this—
€O Zion, that bringest %{md tidings,
get thee up into the high moun-
tain.” It seems by this, that the
people called Zion, wherever they
might be, were to be removed from
the regions they' originally inhab-
ited, and were to be located in a
high mountain, or ina very eleva-
ted region. If you wish to know
the time which this prophetic ex-
hortation to the people of Zion had
reference to, read the whole of the
40th chapter of Isaiah, and you will
find that, at that period, the glory
of God is to be revealed and all
flesh is to see it together, evidently
referring to the great day when the
Son of God shall come in his glory,
when every eye shall see him, and
they also who pierced him, and all
ople, nations and tongues under
eaven, who are spared unto that
day, shall behold him descend in
{mwer and majesty to this earth.
.In his 40th chapter, the Prophet
Isaiah has told us that then the
- mountains shall be broken down,
the wvalleys exalted, the rough
places made smooth, the glory of
the Lord revealed and all flesh see
it together. Then the iniquities of
ancient Israel will have been suili-
ciently panished, for the I.ord will
have rewarded them double for all
their sins When that time arrives
the people called Zion will be re-
quired to go into the high moun-
tains, and they shall bring good
tidings unto the inhabitants of the
earth.

Almighty and his holy angels to go

lamation of the Latter-day Saints,
can judge whether we havebrought

d tidings to this generation or
not. 'We were called upon by the

forth and declare to the nations of
thé earth “that God had again:
spoken from the heavens, and that
by holy angels sent down from,
heaven, he had again revealed the
everlasting gospel inr all its fullness,
and for' forty years past we have
declared this to. the world. We
have also. testified that many of
the servants of God “have been or-
dained hy, holy angels and sent
forth to 'Puhfis‘h .these tidings
among the inhabitants of the earth
and that others have been nrda.iueci
by those who received their ordin-|
ation from heavenly messengers.

What greater or more glorious
tidings could be proclaimed to the
fallen sons and daughters of men
than the everlasting gospel—the
same gospel that was proclaimed
anciently by Jesus-and his apostles?
In the sixth verse of the 14th chap-
ter of the revelations of St. John
we read of the gospel being reveal-
ed by an angel, and that, after it
was revealed; it should be published
to all "people, nations and tongues
under the wiole heavens, saying
that the bour of God’s judgment
was come, showing clearly that the
day in which the angel should be
sent forth with the everlasting gos-
pel should be specially characterized
by terrible jadgments poured out
upon the nationsof the wicked.

When the prophet said, O Zion,
thou that bringest good tidings, get
thee up into the high mountain, he
no doubt beheld in vision the great
work of gathering the children of
Zion from the variousnationsof the
earth into a mountainous or eleva-
ted region upon our, globe.

Prior to the death of the Prophet
Joseph Smith the Lord predicted
through him that this people should
be gathered out from all the nations
under heaven, and should be estab-
lish in the -mountains or elevated
regions of this continent; and two
or three years after his death—
twenty-six years ago, this coming
season—this prediction began to
be fulfilled, for in the year 1847 the
pioneers made a journey of 1400
miles from the Mississippi river,
and, by the inspiration of the Spirit
of the living God, they rested upon

this mountainous, and then wild
and desolate region. -They- com-
menced a settlement where the site
of this city now stands, and since
that time this people, gathered
from every nation by the preaching

of the everlasting g " revealed
in thesé” latterf ﬂys“‘grﬁ%&gh the
have extended

Prophet Joseph

their borders, almi hawve buailttown

and cities overan a¥ea many “huns
dredmile .iha;tan?. In obedience
to the'cor ﬁ]aidﬁoﬂ the Almighty,
this people left ‘their native coun-
tries and the graves of their ances-
tors, and came forth by thousands
each fucceeding year, and peopled
this high and -elevated reégion of
our country. = We came, herg be-
cause modern prophets opened their |
months by the' spirit of revelation
and declared these mountains to be
the abiding place of the latter-day
Zion. We came to fulfil modern
prophecies as well as the predictions
of theancient prophets. Have you
not read, Lafter-day Saints and
strangers, in this good old book, a
prediction, nttered some twenty-
five - hundred years. ago, by the
mouth of Isaiah, concerning the

built in the latter days in the tops
of the mountains? I presume that
you have read it many a time, in-
deed I have heard Christian denom-
inations of almost every sect, in
their. psalms and. anthems, refer to
this prophecy. ' They have spoken
of the .meuntain of the house ¢
the Liord that should be establishe
in the latter days upon the meun-
tains.

Let me now refer .you to that
prophecy, which is recorded in the
second chapter of Isaiab, and which
reads thus—*‘*And it shall come to
pass in the last days that the
mountain of the Liord’s house shall
be established in the top of the
mountains and shall be exalted
above the hills, and all nations
shall flow unto it; and many peo-

le shall go and say, ‘Come ye, and
et us go up to the mountain of the

of Jacob, and he will teach us of
his ways, ‘and we will walk.in his
paths, for-outof Zion shall go-forth
the law, and the word of the L.ord
from Jerusalem:” * | :

It seems, then, that the people
who would build this house of God
in the latter days in the mountains

prietors, while _he

house of the Liord that was to bes

Lord and to the house of the Godfan offering at the hands of his

& very pure people, or he would not

law? Does this mean the civil law
of the euuntr;yl'l, to govern all peo-
le? No. he people of this
merican republie, by their repre-
sentatives in Congress, have enact-
ed civil lJaws and formed a great
and free government-upon the face
of this continent, by which the
people in a civil capacity are gov-
erned. This, therefore, must have
reference to the law of the gospel
that God would reveal in the latter
days unto Zion. From “Zion shall
go forth the law, says the prophet,
and then, to show more fully the
nature of this great latter-day work,
he exelaims in the next verse—
““And he shall judge the nations
and shall rebuke many people, and
they shall beat their swords into
ploughshares and their spears into
pruninghooks; nation shall not Jift
uﬁ sword against nation, neither
shall they learn war any more.”

It is very evident from this last
prediction which I have read that
a very great and important work
should be done in the last days up-
on the mountains. The Lord has|
to prepare or build a bouse in the
mountains. Will it not be a mar-
vellous work and a wonder for the
Lord to have a house in the latter
days upon the earth? I think it
will, especially when we remember
that the earth has been without
a house of God for a %reat many

enefations. If there had always

een a house of God on the earth
the prophet would never have ut-
tered this prophecy; but for the last
1,600 years we might have gone
from east to west, and from north
to south in the four quarteis of the
earth, angd then into the islands of
the sea, seeking for a house of God,
and we could not have found one.
What I mean by a house of God is
one which God himself commanded
to be built. I know that there are
many houses built in all the great
cities of this republie, as well as in
Europe, by the different religious
sects, many of them superb build-
ings, and you will find written up-
on them 'generaliy’ ““The house of
the Lord,” ““The house of -God,”
““Phe church of Jesus,” the house
of God called “*St. Paul’s church,”
the house of God called “St. Peter’s
church,” or “8t. John’s church.”
We can find plenty of them in New
York and in all the great cities and
towns of our nation, also in Great
Britain and all the Christian na-
tions of Europe, very grand, superb
edifices, which have cost an im-
mense amount of money. Did God
command the building of any of
these houses? If he did mnot, then
they are not his houses, and they
are nicknamed houses of  the
Lord by the builders or pro-
W really, has
nothing to do with t’_hem_. Did he
ever send an angel into any of these
houses? No. When did he ever
appear in his glory in these houses?
Never. Did he ever say to the peo-
ple, “You have built them accord-
ing to the pattern whichlgave un-
to youyand I now acecept them?”’
No such declaration was ever heard
among all these Christian nations.
The ﬁij has had no house on the
earth for a great many centuries,
and for that very reason the prophet
Isaiah was wrought upon by the
Spirit of revelation to declare that
such a great event as the Lord hav-
ing a house on the earth in the lat-
ter days should be accomplished,
and its lecation should be in the
mountains.  From this we may
draw the conclusion that it must be
in a very elevated region when
compared with the general level or
surface of the country whereon it
will be built. . . |

There is one thing that will char-
agferize the Zion of the latter days:
its people will not only be com-
manded to get up into the high
mountain, but they will also be
commanded to build unto the Lord
a house in the mountains, the pat-
tern of that house being given by
inspiration, everything pertaining
to it being dictated by the power of

rophecy by the servants of the

fost High God; and when the
house is built, if no unclean thing
is suffered to enter therein to defile
it, God will come into his taberna-
cle; but if there be any unclean
thing come into that house and de-
file it, he will not enter, for he
dwells not in unholy temples, and
he will not accept such a house as

-T

Saints. But we read that in the
latter days God will accept the
house thatshall be built, and not |
only, tl:e house erected to his name,
but also the dwelling.houses of his
people, showing that they must bes

accept of their private dwellings. |

iah. There we read—‘“And the
Lord will create upon every dwel-
ling place in Mount Zion, and up-
on her assemblies, a cloud *and
smoke by day and the shining of a
flaming fire by night, and upon all
the glory shall for a defence.
And there shall be a tabernacle in
the day time for a shade from the
heat and for a place of refuge, and
for a covert from storm and from
rain.” I believe this building is
called a tabernacle, and it will aec-
commodate from twelve thousand to
fifteen thousand persons, and it is a
tolerably cool place for the people
in the heat of summer, especially
to be ashade in the day time from
the heat, and for a place of refuge
and a covert from storm and
from rain and tempest. I do not
think that storms or tempests
would affect a ﬂun?agatiun that
might be assembled in the Lord’s
tabernacle; but I wish particular]
to call your attention to the preced-
ing verse—“The Lord shall create
u{mn every dwelling place of Mount
Zion and upon all her assemblies a
cloud and smoke by day ‘and the
shining of a flame or pillar of fire
by night.” I do not see any cloud
covering this house, or the congre-|
gations that is before me. Whatis
the reason? The time has not yet
come. The time is to come when
God will meet with all the congre-
gation of his Saints, and to show
his approval, and that he does love
them, he will work a miracleb
covering them in the cloud of his
glory. I do not mean something
that is invisible, but I mean that
same order of things which once
existed on the earth so far as the
tabernacle of Moses was concerned,
which was carried in the midst of the
children of Israel as they journeyed
in the wilderness. Did God manifest
himself in that tabernacle that was
built according to the pattern which
he gave unto his servant Moses?
He did. In what way? In the
day time a cloud filled that taber-
nacle. The Lord intended his peo- |
ple to be covered with the cloud
continually, and he intended to
reveal himself unto them, and to
show forth his glory more fully
amongst them; but they sinned
s0 much in his sight that he declar-
ed—“My presence shall not go up
with this people, lest I should break
forth upon them in my fury and
consume them in a moment.” Be-
cause of their wickedness he with-
drew his presence, and his glory in
a great measure was taken from
them: but still Moses was permitied

hold the glory of God, and it is
said that he talked with the Lord
face to face—a blessing which God
did intend to bestow upon all Is-
rael had they kept his law and had
not hardened their hearts against
him. But in the latter days there

will be a people 8o pure in Mount
Zion, with a house established upon
the tops of the mountains, that God

will manifest himself, not only in
their temple and upon all their as-
semblies, with a visible cloud
during the day, but when  the
night shall come, if they shall be
assembled for worship God will
meet with them by his pillar of fire;
and when they retite to their habi-
tations behold each habitation will
be lighted up by the glory of God—
a pillar of flaming fire by night.

id you ever hear of any city that was
thus favored and blessed since the day
that Isaiah delivered this propheey? ' No,
it is a latter-day work, one that God must
consummaste in .Lthe latter times when he
beging to reveal himself, and show forth
his power. among the mnations. This s
what the words of our text mean, the first
verse of the 60th chapter of Isaiah—
“Arise and shine, for thy light is come,
:nd E-hﬂ glory of the Lord is risen upon

hee.”’

Now, to show you that this is pot rome
gpiritual thing, something that will be in-
vicible to and not discerned by the Silnts
of the latter days, or by the inhabitants
of the earth generally, let me refer you
further to the 60th chapter of Isaiah.
The prophet in the first verse uses the
waords of our texi, ‘‘Arise, shine, for thy
light is come and the glory of the Lord i
risen wupon thee; and in the following
verse he says—*‘For, behold, the darkness
shall cover the eaxth, and gross darkness
the people; but the Lord shall-arise upon
thee, and his glory sbhall be seen uprn
thee.” It'will be something that will he
discernible. And now, to show that it
will te discernible by all people on the
earth when they come to visit Zion, read
the next verse—'“And the Gentiles shall
come to thy licht, and kings to the bright-
ness of thy rising,” showing clearly and
plainly that the Gentiles, and even the
kines of the earth, will in that day be ex-
cited by the glory of God that will shine
forth upon Zion, which will be as a city
sct on & hill whose light cannot be hid.

We will o back again t0 thesecond verse
of the second chapterof Isaiah. When the

to enter the tabernacie;, and to be-|¥

will walk in his paths!” What causes this
great excitement a the nations of the
earth of that day? T wiil hear of the
giory and power o y 88 manifested
among his ts in Zion. The Lord for a
score or two of rs has been working in
orderto establish amnong men, facilities for-
uunrajiughmw}adm 10 the uttermost cor-
ners of the earth. Within the memory of’
many now living the discovery of the elec--
tric telegraph has been made, by means of’
which news of the doings of men in any
country can be sent round the earth in less
than twenty-four hours, and, if there was
no intervention the electric fluid wou
carry news from any one point to the most.
distant nations in one second of time, and
now, the earth is almost covered with a
great network of wire to faciliate expedi-
tious communication among the various na-
tions. What is all this for? Is itsimply to
gatisfy the greed of men in their com-
me afairs? No, the Lord had a
grander object in wview. Men use
the telegraph for purpose I have.
named, and in many res it
iz used to good advantage, and it been
the means of h.ringlmf the nations into
much closer rela ionship than formerly,
and of extending among them a know-
ledge of the arts and sciences; but the
great object which the Lord had in view
when this great invention or d was
brought foith was to enable knowl to.
be sent from the mountain tops, from the
midst of Zion, whben his glory should begin.
to be manifested in the midst of his le-
in the latterdays. The inquiry will then be,
among the distant natious, ‘“What news
from Zion,” ‘**What Isthe Lorddoln g among
that 'e?’ Do you suppose y will
hear with unconcern about a city which,
with every dwelling place it contains, will.
be lizh®™d up with a supernatural light?
No; this {8 one of the t which will
mak?‘ ﬁg: people ﬂttaiiuﬂ‘ anh%heir kiogs,
BAY, us go up to Zion," * us go up
mythe mountain of the Lord, to the house
of the God of Jacob." What for? - “That
he may teach us of his ways, that we
may walk in bis paths.” They will begin to
discern the difference then between God's
houge and houses made br men, between
that which God is doing in the earth and
that which will be done by the wisdom of
men. |
Some people have supposed that the man-
ifestation of the glory of God in the latter-
days would not take place until Jesus
comes in the ¢ .ouds of heaven; but that is a
mistake, it will take place before that time.
Before the second advent of the Redeemer
the people uf Zion will be acknowledged by
Golas the great latter-day church that
will be ﬁrepared for his coming, and they
will hold the keys of power to man-
T oF e mite Ko Rt G
the t O p :
Isajah, “‘Behold 11:’153 darkness shall cover
the earth, and gross darkness the people.”
That will be the distinction between Zio
and the rest of the nations. The Lord will
arige upon Zio 1 and his glory shall be seen
in her midet, and Isaiah says—*The Gen-
tileschall come to thy light and kings tothe
brightness of thy rising. Lift up thine
eves around about and see: all they gather
themselves, they come to thee: thy sons
shalt come from f+r, and th;’ daughters
chall be nursed at thy side.” “Who are
these that fly as a cloud, and as doves to
their windows?” /Sure enough we come
with great speed. As Isajah has said in the
firth chapter—the Lord should hiss unto

thee from the ends of the earth, he should

lift up an en~ign for the nations, and
shiould come with speed swiftly; just as
emigrants do when you get on boa
these railoads, when, instead of being nine-
tv ora hundred days com.ng tothiselevated
region, us was the case for several
OO e AT s i
come w ths 8 » 8 8 up
au engign from ﬂiﬂh‘r Not in Pa
whee the prophet was delivering bis %ira-
dietion, that would have been near by. Not
anvnsign that was to be raised up in Jeru-
salem, or anywhere in that land; but God
was to n the great ay work afar
off from Jerusalem. This ensign is spoken
of in the 15th .chapter of Isaiah, which I
will now refer to. The third ,verse of that
chapter s “All ye inhabitants of the
world and dwellers on the earth, see ye
when he lifts up an ensign on the moun-
tains, and when he bloweth a trumpet hear
ye.” That was not a proclamation to a few
thousand people assembled on some small
tract of country, butall ye inhabitants of
the earth. Nobody escapes this proclama-
tion, but all ye inhabitants of the earth seeo
ve when he lifts up an ensign. Where?
on the moun There i8 the place
ere Zion ig to be reared when the stand-
ard of truth is revealed from heaven in the
last days.

As this engign was to be lifted from afar,
as is predicted in the 51h chapter of Isaiah's
E ecy, let us inquire now where it is to

¢ located, and what kind of a country it is
in which itis to be reared. It is a land
afar off from Jerusalem recollect, and in
order to ascertain something about the
character of the coununtry we will read the
first verse of the 18th chapter—**Woe to the

they
of

n
’

land shado with wings which is heyond
the riversof Ethi " Where are the
fivers of Ethiopia? Seuth-west of Pales-

tine, where [saiagh delivered th:s prophecy,
B@Mng that vou had the map of No
aud South America and of the le world
spread out beiore you, and then imagine
yourself alongside the propliet in Palestine
when he said, **Woe to the land shadowing
with wings, which is ond the rivers of
Ethiopia.” and you should cast your eyes, if
you had power do do so, ond the rivers
of Ethiopia, what kind of a land would you
behold, if you could grasp in your vision
the land of North and Sonth America?
You would see a land that looked like the
twn wings of a bird. I seldom look at it, as
laid down on our maps, without belnﬁ re-
minded «f the two wiogs of a great- bhird.
A land shadowing with wings—in other
words, h.ving the appearance of
A land afar off, away beyond the riverg of
Ethiopia, there in that Jand, shall the en-
g'gn be riaised for the natious; not for a
fewdiﬁdigaﬂua%aﬁabut fnrtn!] n:;t:dom. I]:c:
wonder that prophet said the proc
mation should be universal—*‘‘All ye in-
babitants of the world, all ye dwellers
upon the earth, see ye when he lifteth up
this ensign.” ' ;
That the Lord intends it to be for the
benefit of the Gentiles as well as of Israel,
let me refer you to the 22nd verse of the
40th chapter of Isaiah. ““Thus saith the
Lord, behold, I will Jift up mine hand to the
Gentiles, and I witl set up my standard to
the peapje, and they shall brine thy sons
in their arms and thelr daughters shall be
carried on their shoulders, and kings shall
be thy nursing fathers, and their queens
thy nursing mothers," &oq. |

Lord shall fulfill the words that the prophet
his spoken, by causing & house to be buil

are called Zion, and  from them

X

In order to prove this I will refer

tgl me i the tops ol the mounta hief
SRR

ye [et imgo up ioto the mo

This i= a great latter-day work also for
the gathering of tho house of Israel—a
work which gball commence among the

‘ . To apcient days the Lowd com-
meneézd his work anlgng iricel.  The king-




