faute before the people. 1 have wrltlen
loultwo of the papers hers, but they are
too one-pided foF ADY Use; Beemingly
they are afraid of the truth concerning
the Latter-day Bainte,

One of the “‘citizens’? of Harry
County, South Carollna, made Anal-
tack on “*Mormokism”’ in ‘the Harry
Herald, which ls misleading and the
cause of rem.wed persecutlon. I ut-
tempted to reply to the article whereln
the writer ncoused u vofi “;{r?ac,l:i‘t.jgf

to the peopie privale:y,” "0
ggﬁﬁ)ﬂ:‘o{;r con verts under iron bound
oaths?? and “swearlng them to eternal
secrecy,*’alsc *boldlng Lo our doctrines
that women have no soul,”” and the
“onty way she can avoid annihilation
is to ymmediately form o bond‘o! union
according to the Mormon Church;??
that those who have naccepted the
Guspel and emigrated, dure not gend a
Jetter home to friends without firet
submitting it to a vigilent commitiee
and all ocjectionable matter stricken
therefrom,”” that Wwe “Elders are
agents employed oD large salaries by
the Mormen Church mbp’l'ay t&nongr:i::

aspione of the ignorant,™ and &
Eenl ;)nore such gtuﬁ‘ as that whigh le
uiterly falee and tti]eyf huan;ref refused to
bli apyvthing in favor ol us.

" lt::ttal ianaycopy%f what [ eent to the
paisr pamed, but the edltor ins!ead of
Fublishing it, threw cut more insults
and lies about us.

“Editor of Heratd, Hurry Co,8.C,

I feel in duty bound to muke A reply
to a piece recenlly printed in your
paper on *Mormonism? and I trust to
yeur bonor as o gentleman that you
wili  ublish the eame; and “Render
therefore unto Cwsar the .things that
are Ceesar’s and unto God the things
that are God’s.??

This is a free counity; its- Constitu-
tlon wae framed by jnspired men, and
sealed with their blood; and why do
men who pretend to be Christians try
to probibit Lhe ¢xeicise of {freedom fin
religious matters? Why do they try
to iake from ue thut which our parents
§° nobly fought and dled fur? Qur par-
ents came from the «Jd _countries to
escape the hand of oppression,and here
fonnd lawe guarastesing the right to
everybody to. worship G.d according
to the dictates of consci¢nce; and thoge
who try to' prohibit people from that
exercige atd rebels unto the govern-
ment under which we ilve.

The accusations mude ngulpst the
“Mormons* are calumnlous and libel-
our, and it {8 nwot just on She part of
any person to judge and eondemn 8
man or o community without hearing
both sfdes. We do not preach any doc-
trine we are ushamed of, and I will
assure you we are willing to ‘‘pass
it around and berald the good
péws abroad.?” (dive aea chance and
we will herald it, and from us one can
gel the truth sboul the Mormonsa apd
their doctrines, but from our enemies
or from the enemies of auy people you
can expect but little truth, In receiv-
ing the history of Christ do you ac-
cept the'teslimony of the unbelieving
Juws ot the testimony of the beileving
ones and Hisfrienus? The testi-
mon¥ of the helieving ones or his fol-
lowers you accept, then why not ac-
cept the evidence given by our friende?

Yes, the United States did enact
laws probibiting the practice of poly-
gamy anywhere in the territory;?” apd
the *“Mormons,”” belng a law-ubiding

.
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people, abandoned that practice. The
**Mormone’? *‘belleve o befng subject
to kinga, presidents, rulers, and magia-
trates, in obeylng, honorfng aod sus-
tainiog the law.” When the law was
passed prohibiting polygamy, and
proven to be constitutional, rhe **Mor.
mons” aleo paseed lawe In  their
Church, 1 manifesto, which debarred:
its members from praciicing that prin-
ciple, therefore making it o Church
crime.

Why not glve the **“Mormone?? gredit
for what good they dv? If they are
not a good people, whry not take steps
to convert them from thelr evil ways
sud not kick them because they’re
down, but lend them a helping hand
God will forgive you your trespasges aa
you forgive those that trespass againe
you, “Mormons” do not preagh nor
teach polygamy in public or private,
but ho]‘:i itas a dead {ssue, and woulu
be willing for it to remain buried i
eircult riders and some Liberal (?) poli-
ticians would nat rake it up. More
than that, it is wnfalr to. condemn a
people for what a fow have done.

We do pot pulour‘‘converis under
an fron-bound oath,* and they ore ae
free to accept or reject the Gospel us
the people of any denomination on
earth. .There have been upwards of
seventy joiu the so called ‘“Mormons??
in this section of the vineyard whicn

have been baptized at public baptisme9

where bundreds of psople have wit-
%essed it and Do ‘‘swearing to eternal

secrecy?’ took place,
We do not olaim that the “good
women haven’t any soul,”” The

accusation s utterly false and without
foundation.

Women converls who have emi-
grated to Utah or other localitles are
free to write what they will to frlends
or relatives in any country, There are
hosts of people in Utah who are not
“Mormong,’” and I wish to say also
that Utah js in the United Stutes too, 1
have had people, who pretended o be
intelligent, ask me how many:doye [
wae on the water coming to Utah, and
some think the vessel only sails from
Utah abofit every six monthes.

We are Dot rent oul as *‘agents
employed by the ‘Mormon’ Chureh to
play upon the puassions of the ignor-

ant.?? We come .to preach the
(Goapel of Jesus Christ ‘unto the
people and warn the wicked of
their evil waye and do good to

out fellowmen, snd *[ can sssure you
we bear put own expenser and look to
the Lord for oar pay and not t¢ man,
The *‘Jdisgusting romances*’ publishea
on “Mormonism?®’ &re written by our
enemfies, and if you want the truth, go
to a friend and not to some narrow-
minded enemy.

We appeal to the world for justice
and fairness to be meted ocut to us, and
all other people In our great republic.
If we are a free people let us prove it
by our works. K ven here tn this **en-
lightened?? country people know but
little about the Latter-day Salnts out.
side of the exaggerations and misrep-
resentations of our opponenis. There-
fore 1 ask you to investigate ffom an
unprejudiced stapdpoint Ioflo the
“Mormon?’ question; for *‘Mormon-
lsm,*? as it is called, is actuully the
game [dentical Gospel that was taught
by Jesus Christ; exactly the same ns the
apostles were sent out Lo teach which
caured 80 much contention, strife and
opporltion, They were everywhere
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spoken evll of, whipped, imprisoned,
their names cast out 88 evil, and many
other outrages heaped upon them; al-
waye misunderstood by the majority,
yet they accomplished what the FTiord
sent them to do, and it should be a re-
minder for peopie today, that Chrle-
tians don’t persecute; but are the ones
+who receive the persecution, and i
they cali the “master of the house
Beelzebub, how much more shall they
call them of his householu???
HeNRY B. TANNER.
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THE INDIAN MISSION.

A wird from the Indian Territory
may be of jnterest 1o some of your
readers,

Bince the vieil of President Kimbd}
aod KElder Doiton the Elders have
labored energetically, endeavering to
present the trulhs of the Gospel to the
people. All have enjoyed goud health
up to the presenttime, with the excep-
tion of President Merril), who has had
a ehort speil of chills,

The work on the meeting house is
progressing favorably and ie now near-
ing completion. Much credit is'due to
Eider Rawline for his untiring energy,
especlally consldering the many diffi-
cufties he hug had to contend with,

The labors of the Elders during the
last six months have been prinoipally
in the Cherokee and Choctaw nations,
Many public school houses have been
built of ldte. To many of these the-
Elders have bad aceess, and opered
tbe way for usto hold public meetinge.
These have been well atiended on
nearly all oceasions, Thie principles of
the Guspel have thus been prerented to,
many persons whom it would other-
wise be difficult te reach during the
busy searon of the year.

The Eiders have been treated with
kdndness and hospitality. Much preju-
dice bas upioubledly bwen removed
from the minds of the peOple, many of
whom knew nothing of the trus status
of thé “Mormon?? people, their doe-
trines or motives, their minds having
been poisoned fromn what they hud
read ot heard previpusly. But when
truth is hrought to bear error fees
AWAY.

Reports from Eiders Alleu and Wood-
bury who recently reluroed to the
Chlckasaow nation, show thut the open-
ing made last winter is still invorable,
Many warm friends remsin tiue Lo
them, und are glad to welcome them
back again, They will visit the Herf
inole natjon and endeavor to make an
opening while there. Bome of the
Elders will also visit the Osages during
the summer, ..

The recent high- waters and floods
have done more or l-es drmage to
croj 8, more especlally to cotton. More
rain tell during one semson than the
oldest settlers ~ceuld remember belore.

The mlssion, generaliy, is In a pros-
perous condition, Beveral baptisms
have taken plage. The Elders are In
the enjoyment of good health, and are
unitedly laboring for the apread of truth
and the welfare of the mission,

The NEWS comes regulatly to hand,
and s gladly received, ‘hen we.
have read 1t, it is promptly mailed to
others. We thus find it a great =id to
usin our labore, nssistlnyg to remove-
the prejudice from the minde of the
people and to wow the seeds of truth.

0 P. H. PETERS.




