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LARGE AND SMALL

statesmanship is one of the
highest spheres in va aich the powers
of man can be exercised mere poli-
ticians exit in great abundance
statesmen are few antiand far between
whenever one orof the latter appears
he naturally draws upon him the
fire df0f smaller souls they cannot
understand him because he is as49 far
out of the reach of the self tseeker as
the ripe scholar Is beyond the corncom

of the novice the
smaller fry are as easily distinguish-
able though numerous from the
statesman as nearsightednear sighted men are
distinguishable from those whose
vision is of wider scope commoner
minds are always engaged in scruti-
nizing tste in close proximity to
themselves while the more compre-
hensive mentality sweeps the hori-
zon

so men called to legislate exhibit
their calibre by their processes mak
ing iti patent that they consider
themselves bound to employ moet of

their energies in turning every
beneficent stream toward the par
niculartic u ar spot of earth from which
they happen to hail losing sighteight of

the fact that their highest duty is to
operate for the benefit of the whole
and subordinatelyaub to protect the
proper interests of their own sec-
tion

hence the upward gradations of
statesmanship the gernigerm of self-
ishness is in the luindividual his
opera tiona barring the limitations
prescribed by the sphere in which
he moves will exhibit the extent
of his sympathies and manifest
the size of the man from the in-
dividual it may extend merely to
the family if he have one thence
to his special circle of friends town
county territory forstateor state nation and
finally the human race

the great mass of men are camped
all along the lilineDethethe aumlnum er reach-
ing the terminus being but a cor-
porals guard indeed there are
hosts who practically never leave
the threshold of their doors

small men have lots of elbow-
room because they do not occupy
much space laige men are jostled
because of these c editions being
reversed A statesman in the true
sense of the term will stand by
what is right and just he meets
with abuse he does not recede
from his position no matter as
to the character of the obstacle
his way may be impeded he ac
depth of the inevitable braces him-
self for a stay and waits another
inevitable arises if he is on the

right track the obstruction in time
will vanish and lieike will resume blisbie
march until another impediment
for a whileawhile insurmountable appears
and again lie bides his opportunity
which appears andabd onward he goes
toward the goal of his purpose while
self seekers and satellites linger on
the road flutteringfi butteri ng abouarouaroundnd a limitedlimi ted
area commenAcommensurate with their con-
tracted dimensions thereTherea areremenmen
and there are mice

REGARDING THE TEST OATH

DECISION

THE following accodaccountlat of an in-
terview with presidentent george qi
cannon and the annexed biographi-
cal sketch appeared in the st louis
robe demdemocratcorat of the lust
mr george Q cannon first coun-

selor to the president and one of the
highest dignitaries of the mormon
church talked freely and interestingly
today about the dedecisioncission

it is very sweeping in its cconclu-
sions he said and gives the framers
of the idaho test oath all they ask for
in their proposition to disfranchise our
people there is one point however
which the court ignored evidence
was presented theme case was tried
to10 show that this man who took the
oath and voted was not a polygamist
it was further set forth by testimony
that the mormon church is not at
the present time deacteachinghiag or encoencourag-
ing polygamy bishop budge of
idaho testified clearly on that but
his evidence was not given any con-
sideration in the lower court the
fact that the church had in the past
taught and abetted polygamy was
taken as sufficient in the supreme
courts decision the present attitude of
the church upon the subjectis ignored
although counsel were careful to
emphasize it in the atgiumentagumenta the
supreme court in its decision as-
sumes it as established thuthat mormon-
ism today meansmeans polygamy and on
that wrong premise declares that mor
mons can be franchiseddisfranchiseddis 19

what will your people do about
it

11T dont know what we can do
11 why the head of your

church the first presidency and the
twelve apostles issue an official dec-
larationla upon the subject why dont
you say as a church that polygamygamy
is no longer taught and is not encour-
aged by the church thatmeetmeet the decision of the supreme
court and enable your people to take
the testteat oath

64 some think it would and advise
suchuch a step be taken but a declara-
tion of that kind is open to objections
we have already declared and shown
our intention to obey the laws we
are trying to live in conformity with
the legislation enacted on the subject
of polygamy suppose the principalers almy
0officers of abethe church put forth the
official assertion athasit has been repeat-
edly charged that our people blindly
follow a few leaders will not such a
declaration be an admission on our
partart thata the charge is true that therewfew memenn control theme lives and con-
sciences of the mass of believers it
seems to mewe are in danger of
ing ourselves if we go further than we
have we bow to the law we obey
it outwardly surely we ought not to
be obliged to declare what we believe

or do not believe asaa the price of suf-
frage our consciences are at least our
own you must remember that the
doctrine of polygamy was accepted
many years ago as a revelation from
god ratthat revelation stands becanwe can-
not wiwipe it out bdby a declaration of
man Mwe can submit to the laws of
our country and that we are doing it
seems to me that is as much as can be
asked 90

do you think mr cannon that
mormonscormons can take the test oath hon-
estly without committing perjury T

AG most of them can doitdo it without
violation of constenceconacence only the
small minority of our people have
lived in polypolygamy those who havepolygamylamyplural wives livingiving are franchiseddisfranchiseddis
the others in the present attitude of
the church can truthfully subscribe
to the oath P

and say that they do not belong to
an organization which teachesteaches or ad-
vises polygamypolygamy roT

yestes there is no question in inmy
mind that we can take this tH oath
honestly I1 say we I1 mean our
people I1 do not include myself for I1
am one of the ultras there are two
views of this question of polygamy
taken by our people some of us be-
lieve that the revelation tois a command
from god to take plural wives I1 so
consider it I1 went into the church
when I1 was very young it hasbasalai
ways been my bellebelief that the revela-
tion commanded polygamy others
and they are in the majorimajority do not
regard the revelation as makmakingrng poly
gamy obligatory they consider it as
permissive I1 obey the law but I1 do
not acknowledgeknowledgeau that I1 did any wrong
in entering into polygamy before the
law waswan passed 1I provide for all of
mym childrentren and treat them preciselypre cisel
alikee since I1 came out of prison I1
have provided for my wives but I1
have not lived with any of them I1
am living the life of a bachelor and
sometimes it is pretty hard on an old
man like me for I1 navehave had a goodtamesdeal of sickness and there are times
when I1 need home care and attention 99

whatWhaCivillwill the idaho mormonscormons dot
will they ake the oath and try to
vote can they get this question of
the presentpresena position of the church be-
fore the supreme court

II11 doall knowknow what they will do
they can take the oath
ly but they will probably be prose-
cuted for perjury if they do whether
the idaho courts will continue to stand
on the position taken in the davisdavis case
I1 cant tell if it is assume by the
courts that to be FLa mormon is to be-
long to an organization that
ages polygamy then all of our peopleatiowho take the oath will render them

liable to punishment by the
territorial courts on the charge of per-
jury I1 dont know what our people
in idaho will do but I1 dont think
they will give up the fight they will
keep trying for their rights it Is not
characteristic of the mormonscormons to give
upup they will fight on in the courts
0of course

will ibethe admission of idaho fol-
low the deci piou sustaining the testteat
oath

1I cant tell but it looks probable
there seems to be a general feeling in
congress favorable to the admission of
new stalesstakes

any other or any stateslate
oncan by the adoptionadoptlon of a similar oath
disfranchise the mormonscormonsMor mons

yes the decision is sweepingakeepin
enough for any of them to stangstand
upon

IDdo you think the idaho precedent
will gybe optedadoptedy elsewhere

no it is not probable there are
some mormonscormons in wyoming colo


