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it is pleas ant to eray an opportunity of
as we dodol from time to time

4 taf the words of eternal truth as they
flowfloseffromicim the lipalips of the servans of god and
especially as they havebare been communicated
moounto us during the conference that is past
weve have allail of us bebeenenveryvery nuchmuch interestedinte ested
and and the only abir for us to do

totr seek to improve by those teachings
that atee have received that they may not be
lost upon us but against the time that ano-
ther conference comes round let us bebeableabl to
feel that we have very much progressed in the
things of god the work of god is one of
continued proprogressgressgrese it habbaa been from the time
of its omucomilemu ence nentent until tlttetetlee present alt-
hough we improve we have not always been
enabled to discdiscoverdi ver the handland of god in regard
to bisbig wilhwilb the human family yet
at the present time there is nothing more
clear visible endand easy to counrelcomprehendcomp reLendend some
yeatseais ago we used to preach about the usher-
ing in of the k egdom of god upon the earth
we used to talk about god having reveals
himself from the beheavensaveris and that behe hadbad re

a pure religion as it badhad existed in
r tinclent daday a with apostles prophets teachers
evangelists gifts beaheahealingslings aridand administering
ange 9 ndrid the power ofor the holy ghost
through metiie priestboibol d we felt happy and re
joicey in the things communicated unto us
and which we gladly made known to others
we rejoiced to be participatorsparticipatory in hose things
that god habhas revrevealedaled for the salvation of
fa ientenlenmanman we at the samepame time had our
minds ininspired by thehe spirit of god and the
eldreldir a that made known unto ttalia things that
would transpire in the vater aadays toldtoaloa usu ot01
judgments to come upon thetle wicked and of
salvationnovation to be extendedexten dedJed to the ri
that god had undertaken to manage thethi affairs
of his people and of the and that he
would bless kiisitis followers Inasiinasmuchnuch as they
would walk in obedienceobedie ncenee to bisbig lawsfans and higbis
precepta ntzit only with the blessings of thiathis
world but with salvation in the celestialce estial
kingdomkingdoT of god we can now see that at
that lin-eli-

nt
re we beheld only in part the glory of

the latter day beginning to dawn and as theabe
vision oeof our mind began to be enlarged and
expanded we were enabled to look forward
into the future and 14wee now r joice in the
bright prospect that is being developed from
timelime to time in the brginning of thithis work
our minds were and eenexen now are contracted
moreinore or less but yet we have a more general
view of the events that have been spoken of
concerning the last days these events that
were foretk id by the prophets ardad beersseers of
past agesagea are row transpiring updpn n the earth
aandridiid abbesobeas he last ten fifteen or twenty years
baelate passed those events have rolled along
utwithh accelerated speed and we have seentien the
visible band of god the persecutions that
we have from to time havebare shown us
theibe feeling andarid pintspirit of the religiousreligions word
but out ol01 all tutelute tribulations the almighty
hashaa delivered usils andarid notwithstanding tt e
orpooppositionon that we have had to0 o combat behe
has now brobroughttight us to a position that we can
command some respect in this and other na-
tions of the earth for the people not only look
apollusupon us as a religionsrelrei gions community but as a
great people politicpoliticallyallysailys occupying a des rable
position upon thisthia ctcontinentnent it is true when
we bave the spirit upon us we look forward
to the time when we shall have the literal

doindoln otof god established and when we
khailkhali exerciseexercice rule andarid dominiondom nion and behheh

vewe bhaiobalsha increase and so continue until the
kingdokingdomsins of chis world shall become the king-
doms otk bourour god and otof hisbis christ these
feelings occupied our breast in our infancy in
the churik but somebome ideas of the reality of
the vast unborn future wereacre more or less con-
fused it was very difficult fortor us to havebave just
conceptions of godsgod dealingdealings with vas and
mithuh the nations of the earth it wagwas thought

by many tt at whennhen joseph smith offered himhun
felttelft fekasewaseltelf as a candidate fortor president of tbtthe U cited

states that it walswaiswagwab dangerous amiawlanani 1 foolish
policy and in fact it was quite einioiHi cult for
many to bring their feeling up to that point

we have been struggling against the powponpowerseraeia
otof darkness so tarfar as relireligionion is concerconcert neilreil
from tilethe 3 ear 1830 asa we tavedavenave increased in
lumbersnumbers wec haehave naturaly assumed a social
andend lolicilclinicalcli status and have been obliged to
organize a government and make lalamlaw a n ac-
cordancecordancedarice withw ith of that nation withw ith which
we s ii we arearc now struggling and
expect to have to struggle for our religious
cecial and political rights

many intelligent men have long understood
thathati t there was bothin in the religious sys-
tems of mermet we haehavebae comprehended them
weighed them in the balances ardabdand found them
wantiwantwantingirpirrrg the general feeling has brei for a
loiklolklooe tunetime that there waswes no argument that
auld be brought in a religious point otof view

that could stand beforebecore our elderseldera there
are very few of our elders that would fear
combating the doctrines of the ministers of
thehe world they all feel that the kaowknowledgeledge

which god has communicated unto them is
superior to everything else they feel to rely

i upon the almighty and ask no odds of any of
the wicked anfnin thehe world thebethree have been
the fedinfeelingsgs of tle eiderselders of tuis church for
years

I1 in a political point of view we have hadbad
doubts whether some systems were not agas
goodnood as ours and whether we had not batter
be governed by the powers 0 the world than
listen to the teachingteachings of god however as
we have gressedprogressedro the mist has been re-
moved Mand in relation t thes mattematternl ththee
elders of israel bbeginegin to understand thatthat they
have somtomsomethingom ething to do with the world politi-
cally as well as religiouslyreligiouslyp that it isi as much
their duty to study correct political principlesenowEinowas weilwell as relreireligiousi ious and to seek 0 ci knownow and
comprehend ththe social and political interests
of man and to lear i and be able to teach that
which would be best calculatedcalculated t promote
theth interests of the arll As president

1

young says frequentlyfrequents we haibaihaiehalee made ad-
vancementvan cement and nnow0 v begin to compiecompicomprehendellendhend
many things of which we were belorebefore igno-
rant

1

we have been striving to a certain
degree to get correct information in relation
to all matters necesary for our future ad-
vancementvancement and understanding of things in
connection with the sains of god we have
been endeavor ing to promote the righteous-
ness the putting away and overcomingrin of
in equity and the hand of god hashai been wwithith
us guiding and directdirectionincinzin us it is not neces-
sary to go over the details of ou history but
suffice it to say that many circumstances that

I1 of a critical character and trying for
the time being have til ned out to0 o be for our
best good ndrid to our future advantage many
of0 ukeute thoughtthouubon it wabwas difficultdieudicu and try

I1 ing to leave nauvoo but should we like to go
back thethere nounow there is not a man but
woudwould 9sayy that behe is betterbelter orfoff than behe would
have been itt he haahart remained in the state of
Illisols yet asan one of the roeva has said

god movesmaves in a wawayy
his wonwondersI1ferslers to performpe form

ilehe plantplants his footsteps in the sea
andardand rides upon the a orm

deep in unfathomable mines
orof never failing skill

ilehe treasures tipup bL a bright designs
and works his sovereign will

ye fearful stints fresh courage take
the clouds ye so much drad

are bieblebi with mercy and shallrhall break
in blessings on jouryour head

judge not the lord by febbe sense
but trust him for bibbis grace

bhbob ridnd a rrowningfrowning providence
ilehe hides a smiling fac

hirhib purposessesaes will ripen fast
unfolding every hour

the bud may have a billerbitter tast
byll BV will be the flower 11

we havebare proven that theghe handband of gogod has
directed us and by it we are sustained as we
now find ourselves here on the present occa-
sion well now if the lord has blessed us
as liehe has done what reason have we to fear
for the fulfuturetu e some people ask what will
be the result of our acts at th present time
I1 dont care god has dictated andanti irit is his
business to dictate those that guide us and
direct our enaireariesen rlesrieslesies ifit you hlihiveillvalveive got a reli-
gion that is different from chatot other
wont they persecute you yesyf butbilt what of
that we dare to have a religion of our own
years ago we dared to have faith for or0 r
selves alidand to come forth amongst the con-
tumely of the world ard to baysay we were
saintesaints aridanil that we bad taken upon us the
aarrenarre of jesus christ and were resolved to
fulfillfulfil the obligations which the church of
chiistchrist bad inimposedrosed upon us this we felt
years and years ago did we experience U

certainlycertainty men would persecute uaus laugh at
us and deprive us of our happiness itif they
could A great many influences wereere brought
to bear against us wellWelwellowbellowlows city is it consist
ent thauthat allali the churches that are spoken of
in the book of mormonnormon as well as in the bible
that have been and that still are belaibeing built
up to get gain and for khethe purpose ofor keep-
ing hoihothaideadesidea it men living upon the beope in
comparative idleness I1 ask is itreasonablereason bieble
that all these systems and organizations of
men will glgivei ve up without a struggle I1 tell
you nay iff such be the position of the re i
bious world I1 would further ask is it reason-
able that the political powers of the earth
wllwil give up giboutvilkii hout a strubstruLstruggleglegie it would be
at variance with history withith scripture antan
prophecy and human nature and contrarycontrare to
anything we ever beardheard of the questquestion
may le asked then what shall we do yieldmato tiletiiethe rrprejudice andarid diction of menineri or to lleliethe

godsod theile bayssaye do what i

right let the consequence follow 1 l this i
the city of the latter day saints in their at
tempts and endeavors to bield up zion andam
not to ak any ques ions as to what men maymaj
think of us or our acts that we as a people
this nation and the world are in the handsbands oiof
god it is for us to do our duty and fear ncno
conconsequencesces the results of our acts and thosespencesof 0othert er men and nations the almighty will
control but let us seek that wisdom whah ch
chomth from above and let us pursue that
course that will keefus under the hifluenceinfluence ol01

I1 the spirit of god in all of our doings before
thebe great etrheim are you0 u not afraid oattrat
the president of the united statesslatestates will operate
against ustib and send an army hert no I1
amain not for god has the control of him and
all armiesarmlee but I1 do expect th t influence upon
influence and stratagem upon stratagem will
be bro gh tto0 bear untilunil this kingdom becomes
the kingdom of our god an i of his christ and
the saints take it and possess it forever and
forever

we have been talking for years about the rule
and government of the kingdom of god and its
ginalfinal establishment upon the earth in peace
and righteousness and also about the time
when every creature which is in the beav in
and on the earth and under the earth a d
sucheuch as are in the sea and all that are in
them will be heard saying blessing antlanil
honorbonor aldandaid glory and power be unto him that

upon thethearonebronehrone and untocl the lamb
for ever and ever ay we have been talking
aboutabou thesethere things but there is much to be
done in the intermediate space between the
present and that impenetrable period in the
great future it is no all a matter of faith
but there is bomesome action required it is a thi g
that we have got to engage in ourselves in
divi ballylually and collectively as a and
it is a matter of no small concern

this cause and kingdom is13 attracting the
latattention of al good men upon the earth aaas
of prophets and saints that havenave passpasa d be-
hind the veil apostlesApo atiesatles and prophetsPropoetspoeta have
desired to see the d ayiy that we a e and to par i

iici pate in atie blessingsblebblea singa that wee enjoy but
11havea v died without tilethe sighteight they used to
talktaik of the kingdom that should be established
thetheyy also talked of the t me when thetle powers
of darkness should be destroyed and when
godgott would organize hisbia kingdom upon the
earth control illsbis peoplepopie and become the ruler
and dictator of the world ilehe ivill then rally
deliver themthein from thehe mmistssto and darkness
with which they hive btbenban n enveloped and
give light difexlifeilfe wisdom and power to all the
obedieobedientint of the human family then all shall
be taught of god and understand correct prin-
ciple and every saint bavehave a living monitor
within to quaife them to understand the
great blessings with which they are endowed
the saints of former daysdas looked forward
with joy to the time when thehe pi inci ples of
truth should be established throughout the
world and soto do we

these were things that the ancients looked
forward to but they iutdid not bavehave twethe privilege
to lookodi axat bemluemhem aaas we do and they died with-
out havin thill hiyi e e of enjoyenjoyingnig the bless-
ingsings91 promised

the world haghas been full of darkness and
wickedness anantanit has not he risings
of god but many of the past- as well as the
presentpreset generationgenerationss have been full of blood-
thirstinessthirstiness flaud and oppression without aadyanyily
correct principles without the spirit of the
lo10 d to direct them it is eoso now and hence
the warsware and that at present exist
in these united states a war of brother
aga list brother to destroy each other and to10
bring each other into bondage thaaba is the
condition of things aaas they exist in this coun-
try at th pres nt tim amiand this state of
things will increase throughout the whole
world and a I1 ththe inhabitants thereof will
participate in the very things that are now
transpiring in this rationnation laIs there no balm
in gilead is there no physician there there
seems indeed to be eryverycry little hope we talk
about cconquests and victories but we talk
without god his decrees mustroust be accom-
plishedplispilliedshed I1la gods work to stand still no
for the salvat on of the people depends upon
its progress established this
kingdom wi h order aridand laws and every thing
pertaining thereto that we migu un ersland
his will and operate in his kingdom that we
might be taught of god and understand cor-
rect principles that when the nations sshallball
be convulsed we may tandfiand forth as sasayloraalors
and dojo that which will be best calculated totg
produce the well being of the human family
and fifinallyailyally redeem a ruined world not only
in a religious but in a political point 0
view

we have commenced in this important
workwork we have laboredlabiab oretioreil dill- edille aly with a
hardbardhardheartedhearted andarilantialti stiff necked
many of us have striven for years to do mail-

i

man-
i kindlind nood an It what have we to fear in rela-
tion to the resultsreresusiltssuitsts of thetile calisecause in which we9

are engaged11 or the result of our labors for
the salvationtim 1 ofrf men we are y

I1 we did notnut start it JsIs there any of us capa-
ble of originating histhislis work or of gidding it
afar it has commenced no only terse tbtthaltare set apart inspired aridand dictated by the al
mich y and nhowhonwhobo iely upon thetiie arm of fehd

1 and who by their humility fatfach11 and
edieedle c cailcalicall down the Vesbegb elsingasings f the lordestetttueu t heree are those ihobo ae capable of un-

derstandingder standingridi g political principles lo10 sometome ex-
tent btb t even that is very nitleliitle indeed whenwhid
we consider government aaas viewed by mammau
and then as revealed by the Aalmighty1migy brthe testimony of jesujesus which isJ the spirit of
prophecy and the fostering care of our father
iniii heaven we getpet an understanding of c
principles and in spite of all the povpoi is 0
darkness that maybe brought in array
us veeviee can carry out the of our heav-
enly father in aiding in the establishestablishingilg of
righteousness upon be earthbartl what are e
looking for to establish the kingkingdomdoindoln of
god upon the earth according to the predie
tlonationa of all the prophets that have spoken
since thefile world began

we are a very small company of people
here but god is with usits and if he were not
it would be very little use asking or thinking
of doing anything for the amelioration of theth
condition of the luman amilyf mily there isto one
of two things true we are either laboring
tinderunder one of the greatest delusions that ever
afflicted the fiumanhuman race or we are under the
diree ion of the great god there is no half-
way business about it I1 have said to niennier
where I1 have benbeen preaching whenubenA henben they pro-
fessed to believe me to be honest but de-
ceived I1 di I1 not want them to selset me down
BOso for I1 was either t ight or I1 was a hyp ocrie
and a deceiver we know that we hasetave eziezedr
b aced the principles of ete nal truth anda nd vveivew
alstalse know that ueweu e cannot ge rid ifit them
I1 theiait e thoroughly at the commence-
mentnt if I1 could have overthrown them by
truth I1 hotd tut I1 could not an I1 I1 had
either to embrace mormonismor acknowledgeledga
myselfseifself dishondishonestat I1 believed obeyed and re-
joiced in the gospel since I1 received and
obeyed the trait

I1

I1 have never seen anyanythingthirig
to cause me lo10 waveave I1 have exam bodbed our
religion closely and lavhawhav found rilricnothingthing to
cause me to doubt netherneinel her hahabhas anything
crossed my mind in regard to tbthe saints ac
comp ashing the purposes of the almighty
upon the arthearth or that baahaa caused me to fear
and tremble but I1 havehae ever felt strong in
the lord god ofdf israel and I1 feel todayto day suair
I1 have felt for the latla t twenty years

now as to the great future whatabat shall we
say why a little stone has been cut out ofot
the mountains without hands and this little
stone is becoming a great nation and it willwih
eventually hilnil the whole earth how will it
fill ityltvit religiously yes and politicalpolitically too
for it will have the rule the power tilethe au-
thoritytho rity the dominion in its own hand thi i
is the position that we are destinadestinedd to occupy
we need no borowbo rowtow trouble or be aftafraid bftl
cause we baahaa a little fuss with our respecttd
uncle sam a short time ago we could notrothero tLethelep
it weH e dil not originate it it was forced
us but god delivered us suppose wevie should
have a difficultyditriculty similar to the oneoce which weve

I1 then hadbad should we have nothing to do but to
sing otioil selves away to everlasting blissbilas yepiyemyec
we should dindand plenty to do asB we did then 1

expect one nation after another to rise agmg anat
us i they will all be I1 to pieces we

nothingsny things to accomplish wevie need
not think that we have n business 0 o attfeild
to or that the world has gone through its I1 e

gei era tion for it has got to be birustrugglegulegele after
s ruggle andaud power atterafter power willstill beb st-
rayed against us and then ifit we have hhocboc
learned it we shall learn that god is ounour
strength and that in him only can we trust
if we think wearewe are going to get through
probationrobation with the little difficulty we have
badhadiadlad we might as we I1 give it up now I1
thlikthirk k that i will beabe a strugglegigle all the timetimstiailu
how hardbard it is for uau to give uptip our feelings
to resign our willi how hard it is tc do right
by ourselves by our familes by our neigh-
bors and friendfriends and to do right by the church
and kingdom of god to do lighttight by god andacil
be h ne st with him and all men and howboff
difficult it seems to have our hearts right aldald

purged from iniquity andPH slibil 1 wolve bavedave a
continued struggle to manage our awnown ittleittieI1 tiletiie
s ives dont you believe that it will bab

harder to combat the awersp aers of he corliT orli I1
thi k it will howilow many things are transtraps
ppringrinnringw arnaangrigria us asis saints howbow manycany haidhard
speeches contentions and strafes therothere are
ada d hov touchmuch we are desdea rous of enorelor cirgclig

upon other men ourotin own views andard feeling
and perhaps we have a very imperfect con
conception of0 what is rightlight and what is13

ourselves
thisthib is what thehe world bava been after soeo

long now I1 do not want that no I1 want t
know the will of god I1 would be like arfaa
lorddord f would eaysay search meome 0 godanagod and
knoislinor my heart try meroe and knewknow inymy
thoughts anian i see if there be any wicked way
infit me and lead me lii the ting
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