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Ilhavanaivana cuba march return-
ing to havana from a mile quest
of09 information concerning the culture of
sagarugar cane I1 find an ominous quiet
brooding over the capital it the still
amess that pressages a storm as when
a west india cyclone is at hand betsbeasts
and birds flee to their covertsconverts and all
nature seems in a so unnatural
an the silence one alarming fact is the
sudden cessation of insults to ameri-
cans the hated race are no longer
toutedflouted in public places and the tafa
chillar shouts of bueroneron losloo amertameri
eano tsis no more heard the spanish
residents from the highest officials of
the government to the newest importa-
tions from spain at all times polite-
ness personified are now almost ob

in their deportment towards
the scions of uncle sam not that
theyey love us any better oh no the
true spaniard Is most dangerous when
moat polite so isin the duellistduellist when he

alvesSglyea or accepts the challenge so whowas
wylerweyler in his bloodiest humor the
spanish brigand says Par donez me
senor with utmost courtesy while
thrusting a dagger between your ribs
and the courtly hidalgo like shakes
peares hero may smile when he mur-
ders and murder when he smiles

rumors are afloat in havana thatcongressCongreas Is making up his I1mind for
13presidentresident mckinley in the line of do
ing something at last for suffering
cuba and that history stands with up-
lifted pen about to record happenings
of gravest consequence but we really
know little of what tois going on in the
outside world and least of all in wash-
ingtonington

of course the local papers under the
present reign of noth
ing adverse to spain it is no longer
possible to get united states journals
in the regular aayay through the post
office they are simply destroyed in the
lumpjump or dumped into the bay and that
toIs the last of them so far as their
cuban subscribers are concerned our
only chance of seeing american news-
papers at all is through private means
such as an occasional copy brought by
some seaman and to
ashore to be secretly circulated from
kuuse to house and from hand to hand
as pla precious but dangerous possession
I1 fancy I1 hear one exclaim do you
uanmean to say it is actually dangerous
to have a newspaper in the house
indeed I1 do A copy of the news

the warlikewar like matters in
it which the last issue I1 saw contained
It found lying today on ones table in
havana would be sufficient to send the
whole1e family to prison itif not to a
dowoker fate spanish spies axeare every-
where in all manner of guises from the
ryantage in the kitchen the beggar at
the window the huckster at the door
to oe priest in the confessional and the
professed bosomy friend nowadays
the most talkative people have little to
wiyisay on any subject families discuss
their plans in secret behind locked
doors and admit no outsiders
toito thothe smallest confidence the
Mroyalay al spanish mallmail steamship onn her
last trip to the mother country carried
ninemine hapless prisoners of state d-
ewed for that terrible fortress in

Parbarcelonacelona which has been made in
in recent yearsyeast by the crueltiescruel ties

coMItcommittedcomittedted within its walls in wellersWey lers
time that same royal mail seldom
gnade a trip without conveying cubans
to perpetual imprisonment in the penal

of africa or condemned to
bains for life in spanish prisons the
elfr vtof deportation was the al

of rebellion but roostmost of
thanathi tf wereere at least put through a

trial the victims of the other
day under the new regime of autono-
my with its promise that the rights
of all persons should be sacredly re-
spected had not even the form of a
trial without a word of warning or
chancechance to arrange their affairs or say
farewell to their families they were
dragged from their homes or place of
business hurried aboard ship and away
to some mysterious punishment people
shudder at the mention of the barce-
lona military prison blood cridling
tales are whispered of tortures that
would shame the inquisition of the
lash the branding ironsiron and slow star-
vation of dungeon cells which are
flooded with water at regular intervals
when the wretched prisoner tois com-
pelled to swim torfor his life and cling to
projections in the slimy walls until the
tide decadesdec edes and at last worn out
with sufferina his strength deserts him
and he drowns like a rat in a hole theinsurgent general rutzruiz riveria a gen-
tleman of culture and once of wealth
was sent to that fortress a few months
ago after his refusal to accept freedom
from blanco on conditions of his sup-
porting autonomy and there he is now

if yet alive undergoing what horrors
who can say within the last fortnight
more than thirty persons within my
own knowledge have been arrested on
the indefinite charge of conspiracy i

they were respectable law abiding clialt
eizens most of them of means and
position but all were cubans sus i

pecked of favoring the cause of theircountrymen in the field just where
thethey are now nobody knows not a
word has been heard of the evidence
against them or of their defense some
unknown statement of the police to the
authorities led to their arrest and on
this showing with no opportunity of I1

of defending themselves they
may be deported god knows where or
to meet what horrible fate this I1is13 no
fancy picture but absolute facts TUthe
deportations are made in the name of
the new autonomy cabinet and under
its authority I1

do you wonder that the cubans de-
cline

I1

to trust in its tender or
to pin their faith on any more spanish i

promises
the of senator proctor

thurston gallinger and others in the
united states congress have just
reached here in part or entire and
their most thrilling sentences are being
circulated privately from mouth to
mouth for in these days nobody in
cuba dares to openly read or repeat
seditious language if the grateful cu
banar ever do gain independence
through the intervention of the unitedstates they will look upon these gentle-
men and a few bold journalists as their
actual saviors fancy representativeamos G cummings of senator thurs-ton glasses an all or any modern
newspaper man posed as a patronpathorPat
saint because of vague rumors of
impending conflict between and
uncle samuel trunks are packed in
hundreds of homes and arrangements
secretly completed so far as possible
for immediate flitting according to the
usage of civilized warfare should the
city be bombarded by the united states
battleships due notice would be given
the american citizens and means for
their transportation to other points pro-
vided with war vessels in front insur-
gents pouring in from the rear and
desperate spaniards at their last gasp
in theithe midst a hot time in the oldtogtown would fefeebleble exarexpressqs the situa-
tion in doomed habanaHa just now the
one predominating element Is the millmilitary the streets are literally lined
with men and boyiboya toin blue
cotton uniforms hotels are packed

with officers and the quietest pedestri-
an Is jostled on the streets by soldiers I1

and halted at every cornercomer after night
fall by the click of the musket and thethasternstem query quien vive the average spanish soldier Is not an object toinspire terror or even respect he laisundersized often manifestly underfedslouching in gait and hangdoghang dog in gen-
eral appearance about as wide a conas can well be imagined to thewest point out which is the amer-
ican standard of what a warrior shouldbe these may understand the theo-ry and practice of war all right butsomehow the true martial ardor does
not seem to extend down into theirbackbone and legs but do not imagine that america will have anyeasy walkoverwalk over itif she comes down hereto settle the cuban question by forceof arms these slouchy looking fel-lows fight like crazy fiends under ex-
citementcitement and the spaniards axeare certainto do wild things when the crisis comes
the tragedy of the maine in a time oftranquility is a faint shadowingforeshadowingfore
of what may be expected in the expir-ing throes of outraged national hon-
or fifteen thousand new recruitsrecruithave recently arrived from spain fresh
and well equipped the hungry armyhas been havlir extra rations of latolateand plainly show the bracing qualities
of a few square meals and the halthalfstarved horses of the cavalry have beenreplaced by well fed ones stolen fromcuban hachaciendas the uniforms ofoe
officers and men are evidently cut from
the same piece coat and trousers ofblue and white striped denim no-body can accuse any of them of wearingcorsets as do some of our fledglings inthe military service but why in heav-ens niame will somebody tell us why

do army tailors the wide world overput the seatat of the trousers near thecurve of the knee joints and the waistsof the jackets midway to the armpitsarm pitsythe officers wear a few gilt stars ontheir coat sleeves and a white canvashat while the enlisted men wear hatohataof panama straw turned up on one sideand fastened with a rosette the volun corresponding to our nationalguard act as adjuncts to the city po-
lice their guard mounting and in-spectionspection everievery morning in the prado is9worth coming far to see it seems tobe sort nf go as you please arrange
ment each man choosingchoo eIng his own carte
and deportment talking in theat all times and even cigarette smok-ing is allowed at inspection the aenmenbecome silent and immovable onlywhen the officer approaches them andrelax into the instant hisbaekback is turned there is no assorting
of sizes perhaps a five foot boy be-tween men six or eight inches tallerhaphazard down the line some haveleggingslegging some have not some haveshoes some sandals some are bare-
footed and like the urchin of the story
are glad to come off so in shortthey look like a job lot of misfits ofmixed sizes and colors and conditionercondit ioneiono
between the ages of fifteen and fiftythe rank and file of the regulars
have had the worst time of it amatsummer fully fifty percent of themsickened and died and the hospital dedasan ambrosioAmbr oelo tois crowded with theirliving skeletons until latey it waswa
no uncommon sight to wesee soldiers beg-
ging on the streets asail they have not
received a cent of pay in six months
the mounted police of habana arearbvery much in evidence they axearedistinguished by suits of dark
blue denim with crimson bands
around the hatebets and down the trousers
legs they generally hunt in couples
so to waysay two at every street crossing
ataa the door of everyeawy public house at
frequent intervals around the plaza
patrollingpetro Hing every nook and cornercomer
around the city it Is they who de-
mand who goes there as you pempaw
along the strstreetsetiL and who insist upon


