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made some closing remarks in which
he related some important predictions
made and instructions given by the
prophet joseph smith in the early rise
of the church

the anthem
god of israel hear our prayer

was sung by the choir
benediction by eldorelder C W penrose
conference adjourned for six months

STOP THE WAR IN CUBA

washington april 11 the president
today sent the following message to
the congress of the united states

obedient to that precept of the con-
stitutionution which commands the presi-
dent to give from time to time thecongress information of the state of the
union and to recommend to their con-
sideration such measures as he shall
judge necessary and expedient it be-
comes my duty now to address your
body with regard to the grave condi-
tion that has arisen in the relation otof
the united states and spain by reason
of the warfare that for more than three
years has raged in the neighboring
island of cuba I1 do so because of the
intimate connection of the cuban ques-
tion with the state of our own union
and the grave relation the course
which is now incumbent upon the na-
tion to adopt must needs bear to the
traditional policy of our government
if it is to accord with the precepts laid

the founders or fhebe republic
and religiously observed by succeedingeding
administrations to the present day

the present revolution Is but the
successor of other similar insurrections
which have occurred in cuba 49against
the of spain atextendingbuding over
a of neadly hahbalf a century each
of0f ahia dUrI tIg itsift progress hasban sub-
jected tho anftunited ststatesLtdn to great
effort and ll11expensepenie ann enforc-
ing its neutralityity laiq caused
enormous IOB19 to attheP american trade
and4 e ccauseded I1 an-
noyance and disturbance among our
citizens and by thothe exercise of cruel
barbarousbil andn uncivilized practicesabes of
warfarefarp shocked00 d the sensibilities and7offendede a ttheli humane sympathies of
our0 peopleP ale

since the present revolution began
in february 1899 this country the
fertile domain at our threshold has
been ravaged by fire and sword in thisthe
course of a struggle unequalledunequal led in the
history qtof the island and rarely par-

ed as to the number of the com-
batants and the bitterness of the con-
test

n
modernby any rorevolution of modern

times where a dependent people striv-
ing to be free have been opposeopposedd by
thethe power of the sovereign state our0ur
people have beheld a once prosperous
community reduced to comparative
want its commerce virtually par-
alyzed its exceptional productiveness
diminished its fields laid waste its
mills in ruins and its people perishing
by tens of thousands from hunger anandd
destitutionwe have found ourselves constrained
in the observance of that strict neutral-
ity which our laws enjoin and which
the ladoflaw of nations commandocommand to poucepouca
our own waters and watch our own
seaports in prevention of any unlawful
act in gidaid of the cubans our trade
has suffered the capital livested lyby
our citizens I1inn cuba has been largely
lost and the temper and forbearance
of our people hare behieh so appely tried
haaa to alaca 1 in 1 1
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body politic a
stand in tha vay atAf that dose idersonon
to domestic advancement that bleeome
a aalf contested wha
primal maxim has been the avOldavoidanceco
of all foreign entanglementsentangle ments c all ahab

must needs awaken and has indeed
aroused the utmost concern on the
0off this government as well during my
predecessors term as my own

in april 1896 the evils from which
our country suffered through the cu-
ban war became so onerous that nay
predecessor made an effort to bring
about a peace through the mediation
of this governmentovern ment in any way that
might tend to an honorable adjustment
of the contest between spain and her
revolting colony on the basis of soumsome
effective scheme of self government
for cuba under the flag and sovereign
ty of spain it failed through the re
fudalfasal of the spanish government then
in power to consider any form otof neme
dladia tion or indeed any plan of
ment which did not begin with the ac-
tual submission of the insurgentsIns urgente to
the mother country and then onlyponon
such terms as spain herself might 46ee
fit to grant the war continued un-
abated the resistance of the insur-gents was in no wise diminished

the efforts of spain were increased
both by the dispatchdissath of fresh levies to
cuba and by the addition to the borrowhoimes
of the strife the new and inhuman
phase happily unprecedented i in otheiha

modern history of civilizedcivilisedcivilised Christchristianlan
people the policy of devastdevastationatlon andnd
concentration inaugurated by the owaap
tain generals bando of octaoctober 21
1896 in the province of pinarinar del rio
was thence extended to embrace adlof
the island to which the power of ahethespanish arms was able to fah tyby
occupation or by military

the peasantry includingluding dav1l 11

inings in the openojen agricultural I1ft or
driven into the garrison tW 01

isolated places held by I1 the
the raising dtdf provisions ofielof all
was Interdicted yields were laid i
dwellings unroofed and 11anredid Is
destroyed and in short even
that could ddesolate thetee land andi or

unfit for huminhuman habithabitationatida or teb
port was commanded by ongone pr the6
01oth r 00 the bleb
executed by all thetha powers at vior
disposal

by the tameatme the present
tion totookok office a year ago
lionsotion so called had been ofereer
the better part of the four central and
western provinces santa clarq ma-
tanzas havana and pinar del rioafro
the agricultural population to the
timatea number of or thommoire
herded within the towns and their
mediate vicinity deprived of the
of support rendered destitute of0 shel-
ter left poorly clad and exposed to the
most unsatisfactory conditions As
the scarcity of food increased with thehe
devastation of the de populated of
production destdestitution and wanabewant be-
came misery and starvation

month by month the death reterate in-
creased in alarming ratio by march
1897 according to conservative esti-
mates

att
from official spanish

the mortality among the
dodos9 from starvation and the diseasealsoe
thereto incident exceededed fifty prpor

of the total number no aaker t
relief was accorded to thofh

tute the overburdened towns al-
ready suffering from the general
dearth could give no aid so eaber
zones of cultivation establish
within the finimmediatemediate area of
effecteffectiveJve military cont

1 abat
thehi cities and fortled campa
tadroved as a remedy far ttaee
axaffe i thehe lyn 0rtWf1
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