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jtit prophet joseph

smith the oneane man selected from
among all the of the
age inln which we live that had the
power the authority and the wis-
domobaofa to organize consecutively and
according to the divine programme

Alyine system of the ancient
timesthides nowyow he may have been
despised for this bejue may not havellave
met with much lionilonlionoror he may have
beenbedri bejrejectedacted by thothousandsuganda and tens
of thousands but that does not up-
setet the fact or destroy the results
which havebaveavd grown from his labors
because were that argument goodjtdtatwouldwould be just as applicable to the
divinadivine founder inA the meridian of
timeume jesus waswash not universally ac-
cepted therthe gospelel was not univer-
sally ydesa y received the early christians
wewererepotnot amonoamongamong the most popular of
thetheirlr age and timetyme the new tes-
tamentcament tells us that they were men
who were everywhere spoken
against that jesusjeus was not looked
upon as a veryV ery good repriserepresentative
of the human family that he was
charged with faults on the right
handchud and on thethelerteleftlertleft that the com-
pany heie kept was not of the highest
order that he consortconsortededwithwithkith pub
ilean5 andnd sinners that he cast
out devils bybs the power of beezee
bub ththee piprinceince of devils that he
was Aa wine bibber and that his
followers were gseditious men that
theythem were opposed to the govern-
ment kinder which they livedjived andarid
that they intended to overthrow itsts
institutions that he was theithe king
of the jews and when liisills disci-
ples traveled from place to place it
was saidsaldd of them these that have
turned the world upside down have
come hither also they were not
among the most popular of men in
their time they were subject to
maltreatment their names were
cast out as evil they were whipped
and scourgedurged in almost every city
they visitedbaited so that the reception
which men meet with in regard to
tilttiit which they primulpromulgateageace is not
atde all times to be taken asaas a test and
touchstone of the truth thesuesthe ques-
tion naturally is did joseph smith

the ancient orderorders didjidiidild
he reveal t did hesivegive to youjou and
me and to the tens ofor thousands of
this territory the samesarna system which
jesus gave to his followers thelatter day saints say he did and
they appeal to the lawlawi and to0 the
testimony they cite you to the
scriptures to the institutions which
they record arndarid to thetiie practices
which they exhibit from time to
time and theythey saysat to0 men noware not these the facsimile ofaof jhbe
ancient order can you say aliatthat
wewe wavehave not in this church the an-
cient

i

clecien organization the organization
that the new testament refers to
where ik says god hath set somebomesame
inin ththe3 church they were not set
there by the councils ofdf men first
apostles secondarily prophets third-
ly teateachersheishers after that miracles then
gittlita of heabeahealingslings
diversifieslverIversipessires ofor tontonguestieslies for the workworxwor
ozitheof the tuministryhAstryIF these were of
divindivine e origin they possessed divine
authority and if you find an organ-
izationizaiza tionioaloa religious in its charactercharac tewtex

does not profess to bavohave these
officers4 is not that prima facie evi
denapN0 and to sayingsayni
blat that organization isjs nothot ofof di-
vinevine origin and on thetho other handband
if jouaouyou findnind an organization runtmat isis in
these respects a facsimile ofbf the an-
cientelentclent order ishs not that a TveryvenyI1

Q good
reason for stopping to cobcohconsidersider how
tthai organization originated whether
it originated in thip mindigind of moanroan 0joror
whetheritberit was not againbeahl the product
of divine intentionla and ofor the divine
mind

but the churchurchbh of jesus christcliffie ofor
daydwy Saintsisis not only in jaiusits

organization similar to thothe ancient
Cf but curiously enough it
possesses all the ancient ordinances
and it calk for the same manifestaman omaoka
tibne ittit believes in having faltfaitfaithfalth in14
god andRilandriiand naithfaithth in jesus not a dead
buthbut a jiving faith a faith whichic ex-
pands through teaching which ac-
cepts the divine order ofaf govern-
ment and the ordinancesOrliflances which arearp
so intimately interwoven that
divinedivide onderorder in baptism by immer-
sion for tiothe of sinsins which
jesusjasus arndarid the bLpostlesapostles and earlyearl
christians believed inln and iniii the
laying on of handshanda 11 and thathe signs
following the believer and in14 soeo
faxfar asvAhilhiiallhll other religious organiza-
tiontion may havelilva only a part of these
things this divine order so far
wll theyiley fallfail to receive thetho blessings
that are connected avith the true
system wellweilwellinnownovQ isis it not strangege
isiritit notnt curiouscurios that the 11prophet
joseph and his lmimmediatemediate successors
should have incorporatedIncorporatedinin this or-
ganizationgt alltall the ancient ordordinordinancesananewancesancog
jaU it not ststraatranagefage that of all other

they should follow fliegnthe an

clent method Is it not strange
that the same result should follow
their practices as followed the prac-
tices of those ancients whose memo-
ry we profess to revere Is it not
strange we would ask the stranger
we would ask the religious organiza-
tions

organiza-
tions among mankind we putit the
quistquestionlonion to our friends and to those
organizations withith which we have
been identified for thousands of us
have come from Wesleyanthe ALmeth-
odist from the baptist episcopalian
presbyterianpreshyPresbylerlanierlan and other churches
is it not strange that we as believ-
ers in the ancient record should
have rejected all other institutions
and accepted this facsimile or repro-
duction of the old thetha sacred order
although it may have come through
a man despised rejected and ulti-
mately martyredmartyred for this cause Is
it any disgrace or discredit to have
accepted this order even though its
originorigin may in the estimation of our
friends be questionable in its char-
acter certainlycertain y not weve llaveleave ac-
cepted thistins gospel in its entirety we
have submitted to the influence
which has gathered together the
thousands of this territory and
which will continue to gather its
thousands from the nations of the
earth blending them into one ac-
cording to the power whichehltchitit pos-
sesses by virtue of its origin it isgod given in its character god given
in its influence god given in its
power and god given in its resultsnow a great many of our friends
pass through thisthis territoryoryx and
they wonder at what they observe
among this people how many of
them will take the trouble to ancon-
trast our ideas with their own hownow
many of them will take the trouble
to compare our institutions with the
institutions that are portrayed in
that ancient history which they pro-
fess to revere how many of them
willwili take the trouble to enquire of
those who are its exponents as to the
peculiarities which they are said to
believe and accept or how many
are there who profess to acceptantaccept tandand
who really and truly do accept from
foreign and corrupt sources their
ideas in regard to the people who
dwell in these mountains howilow
many are there who take their cue
and form their opinion from what is
said by those who are the enemies
OFof this people were such a conclu-
sionsionslon legitimate in our day it would
hayehave been legitimate in ancient

limesandtimesand the thousands of mankind
who have passed away would have
been justified in rejecting christian-
ity tthee savior and the apostles be-
cause of the popular verdict which
went against both it and them

but in this day we profess to bebeii

lieve that the ancients were culpable
when they rejected the son of
man and the method of salvation
which he offeredered are men any
less culpable now in our day if these
conclusions are correct kono the
same conclusions are good now if
they were good then

the litterlatter day saints all through
this territory and through all the
nations of the earth wherever they
are met no matter how much they
may be condemned and despised
no matter how low deep the world
may think they are supersti-
tion I1 believe that thelast majority
of them are able to give an intelligent

reason for the hopehpe that is with-
in them an intelligent answer for
thetile faith they have accepted they
can show the harmony of ghegothe gospelpel
they can testify of its power they
know that it is of god they have
rereceivedele ved of 1itsts sspiritpI1rit they hhaveave felt
its influence and they seek to carry
aut in their lives the purposes which
it was designed to accomplish

the true gospel godsgoers gospel
carries with it this testimony carries
with it its own demonstrative pow-
er just the same as all other truthscarpycarry with them the ability to dem-
onstrateonstrate themselves just the same
as science chemistry philosophy
and mathematics carry within
themselves the power to demon-
strate their truth their power in the
several directions in which they act
upon human interests and human
welfare so also the gospel being of
the same origin as all true
science of all those conclu-
sions which menmon accept by
virtue of their experience and by
virtue of that which they lavedehave de-
monstratedrated goso also the gospel the
divine science of life that which
ministers to the highest attributes of
lifelire carries with it the power to de-
monstratenate itself and if men want to
demonstrate the truth of the gospel
they must accept jtit and puhput it into
practice and when they have done
this they will prove and know for
themselves that the gospel is not a
cunningly devised fable that it

was not the product of the great
revelator of the day and age in

which we live that it did not origi-
nate in the mind of joseph smith
that it was not the product of the
first elders of this church that it is
not now controlledoled bymen who design
to take advantage of the credulity or
the ignoranceignorance of the human family
but that it is the work of god I1

well I1 pray that we may seek to
comprehend this truth because it
will bebe for our advantage in this life
and that which is to come it will
work to our interest in time and
eternity it will develop all those
higher attributes within uslis and
make us more and more like our
father which is in heaven like his
son jesus christ like those ancient
apostles whose memory we profess
to cherish and like them we shall
be able to endure all things for the
excellency of thetile knowledge of
christ jesus our lord it will do
this forfer men in every nation for
men of every color condition and
grade of society for men
of every phase and development of
intellect and sure I1 am that thous-
ands and tens of thousands of the
human family will yet receive the
ggospel0 el in the love thereof they willpitput it into practice they will gather
from the nations of theibe earth to
dwell with the latter day saints
they will recognize in them the best
organized community on the face of
the earth because they will find
that their business and aim is to ex-
emplify in their lives the power of
tlethe gospel and to work out the di-
vine will and purpose of god upon the
earth

may god bless both saint and
stranger in the name of jesus
christ amen
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over two years ago I1 was called
to fill a mission to my native land
norway where I1 labored principally
in brammanDramman until the of june
last when I1 was honorably released
to return home I1 improved the
opportunity ol01 visiting my biflifsav

relations for two weeks in dendenmark
came across the sea with 19 return-
ing missionaries on the steamer
wisconsin and over 00 emigrants to
utah parted withith the company at
chicago to pay a visit in wisconsin
to my relatives held three public

meetings in racinebacine county and fulfut
dane county tooktools traintrain to ottaoitaolta
wa lasalleasalleIi county where I1 with
my parents first lived whencewhen we came
from norway 4341 years ago when I1
was eight years of age found some
of my old schoolschoolmatesmateAmates living 12
miles east of ottawa near a narvienorwe-
gian settlement where I1 held a
meeting and took train for carthacarthagee
whereherebore I1 visited the jail in whichwhick
joseph and hyrum smith were
martyredmartyred I1 was shown the iollolupstairs through the door of which
hyrum was slotshot the bullet hole
was plainly to be seen in the door
and trietriothe bullets in the ceilingeeeeailing warewere
yet visible the blood on the moifloor
was plain to be seen though tha
woman that was living there saidsald she
had washed the floor many times
for the last ten years but it could
not be washed off there was d

1very expensive carpet on thetho floor
a piano loungest chairs and stands
and many ornornamentsamentsagents and pictures
the furniture in that oneope room
would amount to over mr
browning is now thetiie owner of the
building and lot it is occupied as n
dwelling house I1 had the privilege
of dining in the lowerlowen part of the
housebousi they are a very kind dearvheart-
ed family and took very great painspaini
to show me all round and avotwo of
their daughters played several tunes
on the piano carthage is said to bewe
a dull place although it haslii eight
different churches 20 lawyers uniand
22 doctors I1 visitedd nauvoo wilhwa
on the ground where the templetempie
stood butout all was levelledbevelledlevel led inbi an or-
chard and a vineyard was growing
there I1 drank water out ot thetiie
well that was there near the templetemp
35 years ago I1 stopped all nignightht
with mr bidamon who married
emma smith hebe is now married
again I1 visited my aunt onSon sugarlikar
creek and held meeting in albethoa metho-
dist meeting house that was builtbulltontanon
the farm that tostoy I1 father owned
whenwh en we leftinleft in 1846 took train to
independenceinde endencedenee jackson county
missouri0uriurl where I1 stopped several
days held one meeting saw he0
temple ground three different timestimed
had peculiar feelings in viewing the
centre stake of zion Took train tb
richmond and saw davidDavidWhitwhitmermor
one of the three witnesses of the
book of lormon he boreaboreboro a faith-
ful testimony of the things he had
seen and heard
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