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He who ia the Father of all be a Paront
and Protector In your declining yeara
‘Wilth deepest aflection,
Your Brethren and Slaters,
ToE TEACEERS AND STUDENTS OF THE
LATTER-DAY SaINT3 COLLEGE.

A beautifu! silver mounted cane was
presented by the Temple workers.

The annlversaly exarcises were at-
tended by several persons wbo WeTe
beptized by Presldent Woodruft tn
@Great Britain nearly elxiy years ago,
while he was flline 8 mierlon there
which lasted from 1837 to'1841, There
were alro Bome prerent wWno accom-
panied Presluent Woodruff home from
Grent Britaio jo the yvear 1841, ocrvssiog
the een ib the ship Rochesier,

NEAR TME GATE.

To Frealdent Wilford Wo.drnfl, on
1in Ninetirth Birthday, Murch
Ast, 1807,

‘Thon' favorcd Prophet of the Lord most highb,
80 near Lthou standest Lo the Holy Gate,
Which entrance to Lho Greal Tribunal teads,
‘Where pit in conncll, 0’er the world's affajrs—
And things respesting worlds innnmerable—
The Etobeim,. Jehovah, God nud Ohrlst,

That as we look on thee, our thougbis revert
To Moses, when, npon Monnk Binal,

He talked with God, and than Lo Isfaal,

1¥e llsten for thy voice {0 speak God’s word
DUnto His cbosen sons and dangbters now,
As Mosos spake Lo Jacob's children then,

Not out of Egypt, but from every Iand

1a 1srael gathered In thia Jatter time;

Ngt unto Canaan, but o Leserel,

A lapd of promise and s home of poace

To ril who love and serve tho onc true God;
And thousands still are gatbering year by
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But ait 100 much ko anclent Israe?,
Hinrd-heatteduess and stabbornness of will
Of: bold us from receiving pracious gifie
And hiessings which the Lord would fain

bestow
Tench ms, theu friend of God, to better know
And nnderstand and serve and worship Him.
Tench us bumility; snd plead for us.
That ali gur bearis may goftened be, and puxs;
That we may tollow closely afier thee,
And with thee stand, at laak, inslde the gate,

As Moser® bande were stoadied and npbeld

.B; Aaron and by Hur npon the ruount,

While Iarael prevalled against her foes,

Bu mry thy counselors, George and Joseph,
stand

Forever firm, as they have ever been,

Buetaining thee, whbile Iarael ot today

8hall triuinph gver all opposing poWwers.

And may thy days and years be lengilbenod
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To lead the Balnts from wnderneath each ban,

Which now curtals their efforts and their
A:ms,*

To vlcl.ary.and booot, full and free,

When they are humbled, parifled and ¢loansed

From all their pride, self-will and coveitous-
ness.

And may they beilar learn to prize tby worth,

To cmulate thy moskness and thy faith,

To fully trust and truly venarsie

The man who stands so near the Heavenly
Gate. L. GREENE RICHRARDS.

CONSOLIDATING SCHOOLS.

BT. GeorGE, Feb, 15th, 1897,

On the school questlon agein I ven-
fure lo a8k » portion of your valuable
epace, and asball take as & hasis
excerpts (rom the Governor?s late meas-
eage 1o tbe Lieglslature on that subject.

Afier relerriog to the vhal impor-
tapce a! eduocation in determining Ibe
infiueuce and charsoter of .the puople
of this Btate, his excelieooy naye: *¢It
shomid be the alm to Joorease con-
stanily the efMolency of Lhe schools,
yet there should bs manifest a wuole.
sone regatd for the rights ot the
oltizen Lo see that the burden of texa.
tlon are oot greater thanp bhe can bear
and to spend his money with puch

diecrimination that the beat poseible
resuits may he attaiped,’”

Further ouv, lno relation to radical
chenges suggested by the Btale super-
inteadent of public inetruction, he
remarkes, that the most importeat of
these is hin recommendstion that the
present echool distrlet organizatiou of
counly echools he coneolidated into s
slugle dlatrict in esch counly to he
coutrolled by the county hoard of
vducation, and saye, if it shall be found
npon Investiga fon that the change, i
made, would increase the efficlency
of the diatriot ecuools and st the same
timne diminleb the spgroegale expense,
it shoula be adopted,??

Not having the privilege of perusing
the BState paper of the soperintendent
of public instruoction it is impoesihle to
wisely question the general grounds of
his argument, bat I will precent a few
reagona Jof my uelleving **ibe most
important change! would not **lncrease
the efficiency?? or **decresse the aggre-
gote expense of the dietrict echoole,”?

The present county achool erganiza-
tion ¢ooneists in B ¢.uoly eaperictend-
ent with three trustees In eacb school
distriot, ‘The former & the ohoice of
the mejority of the couoty as menlifest
throagh the electlve franchiee; the
latter too, bat ap the manlfest ehslce of
the oltizens of the school JistPicts lo
which they severally act,

These servants of the people gener-
ally bave been unceaelogly Interested
in the causs of educatlon, providing,as
best they counld, secommeodations and
convenjences In and around the achool
roome; have been at hand patiently to
neal tne complalote of pareats, teach.
ers and echolars when requireu—
anAwering sppeals and upderstanding-
iy sdjosting differences that have ex-
isted, The county superintencent and
coualy court or board of commisslon-
ers uleo attending to theirduties in thls
connecting,

Lo years pasl,the county saperinten.
dJent recelved s emsll compensatlion,
put Inter a fatr salary e ygiven for
survioes rendered,. None of the school
truetees in Lhesv parts, sa¥e perbaps in
two of three districts, have received a
monetary consideration for their la-
vols in this direction, and thoee
rfeceiving have been milewed only s
nominel scknowle igment,

Lo the change propored, It 1n pre-
suwed that the office work of the
county euoerintendent will devolve on
the county bourd of edugstioo, com-
prieing turee of mofe personme. At
will be lmpoeslble by correspondence
to tulfiil their vutles. They could not
travel toperform Lhe service essentiaito
the proper estabilshing and conducting
of the pubiic schools of this and ke
vounties sl the eame expense am u
superintendent does, If at one time
one member of the hoatd of education
only eball travel to sel the schools fo
order, how much bhetter may that ooe
be thap s ¢uvnnty superintendent?

Bo far as euggesting plaos for carry-
ing out the purposes of the common
sonool in the resfective loostione, sny
three of the trustees wiih the county
superintevdent, and his teowiving
from Ume Lo time Wise smyggesiione
from the Blule board, iImight
more than equsl the ecombloeu
connly hoard 1o understanding
the Varted ibteTents of each
distriot, tor it seems If the cbange
lukes place that the sald hoard would
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and should be resldents of onme Jocal-
ity, Berldes, in case of simultanous
caile being made by two rohools, say
firty or » hundred miles apart, one or
both of the schools must remaln de-
moralized, awaiting actlon of the
bard when perbaps it was only a
trivial diearrangement that could bhe
set rlght in a few minates” if the
trusteées, a3 now, wete on the apot.

Agaln, jenlousles are jlab e to, and
do, sriee In counoties begause all
of lhe grest majority of the officers
are of one locallty. Lo consequence
of tbe exlatence nowadays, of rings
and cligues, thle fesling is sometim es
justly aroused 1o men fully as o>m pe-
tent ahd naot Jese ambitious to be yse-
ful in certalo lines,

Further, 1t bas been the prevalling
custom, per force of circpmetances
which In a very grest measure atill
exist, that when It becamo pecessary
tu build echpol houses or improve them,
they were balit, ¢lo,, by volantary
subscriptioo, or if A0 Aseesamant was
iostitated, it wae collected not iu casb
altogether but in produce and labor
that would ae well subserve thelr pur-
pose without orealing hardship to any
ope, By this mesns every small
viilage was able Lo provide reasonahly
sultable schoolhonses. The school
board suggested woultd scalgely sube-
it to thie Drocudnl’a, and conmequent-
iy bulldioge would lioger from yeat
to yenr nnfinlehed, exeept pome wlee,
legal provision was made Lo gbviate it,
becapee forscoth the necessalry cash
cannot be found in the distriet,

For these and otber ressonms, the
ground s tsken thatl the effiplency of
the sald sghools would not be inoreased
or the aggregate exXpenses decreaded.

JosErr ORToN.

Written for this Papef

THE GREEKS OF TODAY,

(Copyrightad 1i%¢ by Frank G. Carpenter).
WASHINGTON, D. C. February 24th, 1897-

']HE trouble be-
itween the Greeks
land Turks may
end in the dis-
memberment of
the Curkish em-
| pire.’ Theloss of

2 3 Crete, it has again
and againo been prophesied, would be
the begioning of the end. Crete is Lhe
key to the Dardenelles and the

Bosphorus. Fortifications here could
easily commandj the entrance to_ the
Black sea, and if the Greeks hold Crete
itis a question whether they will not
hold it for the Russians. This is what
the English feared when they prevented
Greece from taking the island in 1869,
This was shortly alter the marriage of
King George to a Russian princess, and
the Englisli were afraid that his wife
would turn his feelings toward Russia,
This danger exists today., Queen Olga
is a Russian of the Russians. She is,
you know, the cousin ot the present
czar. She was the niece of Alexander
11, and her daughter not long sioce
married a Russian prince. Ispent some
time in Athens just before the Princess
Alexandra was married, and during my
stay had a chance to learn much about
the royal family. I had ap ioterview



