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A BEAUTIFUL MUDDLE

THE City Attorney advises the City
Council that in his opinion the action
takvn with a view to erecting the joint
eity and county building on Washlng-
ton Square, and selling the ground al-
ready devoted to that public puapose,
ig illegal. That makes no difference to
the headstrong and masterful jincom-
petenta who are attempting to exercise
sovereign power in thiz munieipality.
The general opinion remains that the
majurity of the Councll are pleaged at
thethought that the project will be
stopped, their proceedings be enjoined
and the whole matter he brought to a
standstill, because that is what they
chiefly desire. Thisseems also to bethe
opinjon of some members of the City
Council. '

We do not see hyw the projectors of
the movement to change the gite,
supposicg they are in earnest, will get
around the objections of the City At-
torney. First, that the squave had been
set apart for other purposes than for
the erection ofa public building, and a
partof it could not be deeiled legally to
the county. Becond, that the county
having obtained a balf interest in the
ground chosen as the site for the build-
ing on condition that it should be used
for that spocific purpose, the county
could not now sell that interest mor
use it for any other purpose than the
object for which it was eonveyed.

The City Masters are getting up a
beautiful muddle for lawyers to quarrel
over and to create more expense for the
taxpayers to liquidate. Meanwhile the
peeded public building is likely to
languish and remain simply a very
costly and useless hole 1o the ground.

——

PRIVATE VIEWS NOT CHURCH
AUTHORITY.

TuE disreputable Tridune tries to
wiggle out of its falsehoods in relation
to an isolated extract from anp article
that appeared many years ago in the
Millennal Star, which it declared was
delivered by an Apostle in the Taber-
cle. But it will notdo, Iis object in
manufacturing thie new version of an
old story, which it has told in several
different ways, was to make it appear
that the sentence was current, autheri-
tative and pfficial. After failing to ex~
plain its reason for lying in this way,
it dodges the question in characteristic
fashion and says:

t'We presume that the NEews takes
Elder J. W. Cummings as an aunthority
that expresses its opinion.”

it then goes on to make a purported
quotation from alleged remarks of the
gentleman named, who has been dead
for many years.

To this we reply, the Tribune “‘pre-

sumes’’ a great deal. Indeed pre-
sumption, assumption and wilful
falsehood make up the sum
total  of its fanatical nasaults
on the ¢“Mormon’’ people. We do not

kpnow whether the gentleman named
ever made the remarks attributed to
him or not, and we do not care. We
expresaa doubt on the matter because
we know the Tribune is given to the
trick of putting words into men’s
mouths that they never uttered, and
intentionally misquoting the language
of its opponents. But whether the
gontleman made the remarks attributed
to him or not, the Nuws does not take
him or his alleged words ‘‘as an
authority that expresses fis opinion.””
His views were his own. They are
no authority for the NEwa. The
opinfon of this paper ie that which it
expresses in its own columus. When
the NEwsS refers to any establisbed
doctrine or regulation of the Church it
quotes from the recognized standanis,
and not from the personal utterances of
individuals who ventllate their own
views and are alone respongible for
them.

When the 7ribune cuillé from old
discourses and articles sentences
which, when eut away from the con-
text, it thinks suitable to aid it in
misinterpreting the belief of the Liatter-
Way Baints, and ignores the authorized
declarations of principle and practice
which the Church has accepted and
which are contrary {o the individual
notions thus made prominent, it is
doing dirty work, suited to its pages
and congenial to its writers. But
every reagonable person who examines
it will see, that it is & very poor cause
which depends upon such unauthor-
ized utterances of old time individual
opinion as the basis of its contention,
and refuse to notice the present
authoritiative declarationsof faith on
which alone fair atgumentin reference
to the question can be founded.

The viewa of public speakers and
writers on questions of theory are one
thing, the adopted creed and discipline
of the Church are another thing. And
when the two come in confllct the
former is without force and the latter
stands as the end of controveray,

It is time that opponeuts of ‘Mor-
monism’’ come down to living iesues
and existing conditions, and leave the
dead past to its place in ancient his-
tory. And if they wish to obtain any
hold on public respect, they will cease
fhe kind of work of which the 7ribune
makes a apecialty and which renders it
nec¢essary for us to make an occasional
exposure of its meanness and menda-
clty.

——

Motala has electric lights.
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WYOMING AND THE “MORMONS.”

BENATOR WARREN, of Wyoming,
while in New York recently, was in-
terviewed by a reporter of the 7imes of
that city. He stated that the people
of his Btate were not so radical in their
ideas on silver ecinage as many west-
ern folks, that the McKinley bhill was
jn the mmain satisfactory to them, and
that they were not troubled with the
Farmers’ Albance movement. In re-
sponse to a question about the ‘Mor-
mons’” he sald:

‘““When Idaho adopted Its constitution,
which contained the test oath disfranchis-
ing Mormons, thero were stories afloat
that the Latter-day Saints would move
out of that new Siate and come to live
with us. When the Sugreme Court de-
clared that part of the Idaho constitution
valid the storles were again afloat. ButI

believe they were circulated for rsome
political effect. There has been no move-

ment toward our State. We hbave,
along the western strip of Wyo-
ming many Mormons. They are
not, however, polygamists, and

when our Constitution was adopted it
was not thought necessary to insert a test
oath or any other provision to disfran-
chise them. Should they come from
Idaho or Utah and Interfere in politics or
make themselves obnoxions by practic-
ing pelygamy, they could be shut out as
they have been from Idabo. The Mor-
mons in Wyomling are a quiet, law-
abiding people.”

Wyouming has never had any trouble
with the ‘‘Mormons’? because they
have been treated like other citizens.
Therefore there is no ‘““Mormon ques-
tion’’ thereto be salved. They are not
discriminated against, nor oppressed,
therefore there is no need for them to
band together for vigorous self-defense.
They are Republieans or Democrats, as
their convictions and preferences may
lead, and they support at the polls
such candidates as they believe will
best subserve the public interest. The
‘‘Mormons*’are nowherethe aggressovs.
Bui they are usually ready to contend
for their rights when assalled, and
that is all there is of conflict, when-
ever it arises, in which they fee!
compelled to take an active part.

COMPLEXION OF THE NEXT CONGRESS

Ixn the Fifty-second Congress the
number of Benators are 88. Of these,
47 are Republicans, 32 Democrats aud
2 Independents. The latter sre Pefter
of Kansas, and Kyle of Bouth Dakota.
They were elected, however, by the
Farmers’ Alliance, as were GorJdon of
Georgia, and Isby of Bouth Carolina,
But these BouthernBenators are classed
ag Democrats, Xven, if the Indepen-
dents vote with the Demoerats there
would be 41 Senators all told.

Pettigrew of North Dakota, Plumh
of Kuagpas, and Paddock of Nebraska
are in the Republican roll, but they
voted against the McKinley hill. They
are pledged to tariff reform and to a




