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{)ioneers looked for the announcenient
hat the antigipated purchase of land
had been finally concluded. Indeed,
a8 If to add to their suspense, the an-
nouncement was made almost every
week, and as often gontradicted, Many
had left their former homes with little
property, and now found themselves in
a new country where a laboring man
could earn but f{ifty or seventy-five
cents a day and all other means of sup-
port, except manual labor, ex hausted.
And 50 passed the entire summer of
1885. Many becames discouraged and
turned back. It was, in fact, In June
of 1886, before any permanent settle-
ment was made. , A purchase had by
this time, however, been made; and
corporation was afterward formed un-
der the laws of the Btate of Colorado,
with the name of the Mexican Agri-
eultural and Colonization Company,
organized for the purpose of holding
title to the laud purchased and o con-
duct the business of colonizatlon in
Mexico.

"With the sanction of the executive
of the nation, A, F. McDonald, on Feb.
26, 1886, at the City of Mexico, bar-
gained with Br., Paricic GQomez del
Campo for 20,000 acres of land where
Diaz ie now situated, some 49,400 acres
at the present site of Juarez, and about
60,000 ncres, gnneisting in great part of

»timber Jand, in the mountains ai Pa-
checo. As soon as the surveye bad
heen made, the tents and wagons that
bad all chis time in most cases served
the colonists for bomes, were removed
to the chosen sites of Juarez and Diaz,
and the work of redeeming the desert
commenced.

Under the regulations of the Mexican
Colonization and Agticultural Com-

. pany, the towns were lald out in blocks
abouktwenty-four rods square, and on
the outer edge of the platted town
farming lots were surveyed, varying
from five to twelve acres, and colonists
were permitted to c¢hoose ns they
pleased, whether a lot or a hlock in
town or a farming iot, or both. For
social and polltical reasons it has
been thought best by the corporators
not to divest themeelves of the
title to the land in favor of any
of the colonists, but rather to
give them a practically perpetual lease
on what they wish to make useof; and,
to aveid having the little pass from the
company by proscription, a nominal
rental of fifty oreeventy-five cents per
annum Js charged for each lot. Ifa
colonist wishes at apy time to leave, he
may sell his leage, or, if he transgress
the rules of the company, he may be
obliged to vacate the premises, nfter
receiving A fair price, to be determined
upon by arbitration, for his improve-
ments, © A number of the settlers at
Diaz express some dissatisfuction at not
being able to obtain titles to their
homes, but it is believed that a ma-
Jjority of the colonleis preier the present
arrapgemenk to any other. There is,
however, plenty of land pear any of
the settlements to which a clear title
may be obizined for the purchasjing;
dnd, in the settlement of Dublan, the
title to all the land will, it is expected,
be held by the individual settlers, as
will also be the case at the proposed
settlements on the Boca Grande tract
notth of Diaz, and at Palomas, In
fact, it ls expected that all the land

will be disposed of by his agent, Wm.
Derby Johnson, Jr., at regular, sale to
gettlers. Furthermore, the ecslonists
making homes on the lands at present
owned by Hon, John W. Young, will
regeive privileges from the Mexican
government in the way of land and
customs dues. But to accomplish the
object in view, and, in doing eo, to
bring the corporation under the laws
of the hacienda of Mexico,the Mexican
Colonization and Agricultural com-
pany relinquished the donations of the
special contract, and, by this means,
agnn offset thereto, have the rightto
pass upon the moral status of all set-
tlers admitied to their lands. Being
parcipitated in by the settlers them-
pelves, this right will always remain
a great inducement for colonists to
make homes In the company?’s terri-
tory.

B)ince their organization in 1888,
Diaz and Juarez bhave made steady
progress, and to their number has been
added Pachego, surveyed in 1888, and
Dublan, I1aid out for settlement in 1390
by George M. Brown, An idea of the
rapidity with which Mexico is being
settled by the Mormons may be gained
from the fact that though the other
colonles have received considerable
nccessions of new comers, the popula-
tion of Dublan, nearly all of whom
have artived in the last eight months,
will now number about three hundred
and seventy-five souls.

It in expected that the settlement of
Palomas, which has been laid out for
gsome time, will be made the supply
point for all the Mormon settlements in
Mexico; and the graders on the Mexij-
can Northern Pacific Railway as well.
The manufacture at this point of shoes
and boots and of leather is aleo in con-
templation.

The prospeQa are that in ten years
from today the colony so nobly planted
in 1885 will linve grown to be a prosper-
ous commonwesith, in the enjo) ment
of all the blessings the soil can yield or
liberty bestow.

However, one may consider {t,
Mexico is an interesting country.
W hether the topic is the people or the
government, there is something about
it altogether unique.

Though Mexico has not occupled an
envialle position in the current opinion
of the United Btates since the war of
1848, the masterly way in which the
lines of ber policy have been drawn
since the death of the Emperor Maxi-
milian, is fast placing her in tbe race
for the preferments of political great-
ness againet all the world. It will be
an interesting study for the sociologist
of the future to note the difference be-
tween the treatment the native races
have received, in this country and our
own. Incorporated into the polity of
the nation, and sometimes at the fore
front of the government, the Indian
race of Mexico has produced a number
of men who will take rank among the
first statesmen of the earth.

With the knowledge that in what-
ever the nation has done for iudepen-
dence and improvement, the part oi the
aborigines ls conepicuous, it needs
only to glance over the records of
M xico’s achievements, to be fully
couvinoed of this.- The statecraft
manifested by the Mexican govern-

owned by Hon. John W, }.’oung, com- ; ment in the construction of its rail-
prising nbearly three millione of acres, | ronds, glves one something of an idea

—_—

of the genlus of the people, g
study of the methodppugu:ad'nodnl:o::aa
get an insight into the distributiop oyf
power under thejr constitution

The first railroad of Mezico the
Mexican, connecting the City of ,Mex~
ico with the eastern seabgarg af Versy’
Cruz, wag completed on Jan,uary 17
1873, and since that time the railroag
building of the country hag for the
most part been carried on ip Accord-
ance with a predetermined plan, under
the lead of the government. ’It was
considered necessary by (he leadin
minds of the nation that,ip order t%
givethe country the proper outlets for
the purposes of commerce ang to con-
nect the population centers that troops
could be sent to the seat of any poagiblfe
insurrection without delay, there
should be nine systems of r'ai]wa 8
distributed over the country  eere
much as we find them today. y

Thg dexican rallwa vi
capital connection y'wﬂhmg :22
world, being at that time al-
ready completed, subeidy cop-
cession was made in 1880 for the
building of the Mexican Central trunk
system traversing the middle country
from the capital north to E| Paso)
Texas, with branches to the ses em:
hracing the country on either gide In
the year following, three subsidy gon-
Cegsione were made, one to the Mexi-
can National Railway, passing alon
the eastern side of the plateay ang
vonnecting Loredo, Texas, with the
City of Mexico; another to the Inter-
national and interoceanic Railway
croseing the isthmus of Tehuanbepec’
a distance of one hundred ang fort_;'
miles, from ocean to ocean: apd a third
was obtained by Genera)] drant ‘for the
Mexican Southern, from Pu,ebl() to
Oaxaca, SErving 88 a contipuation of
the Mexican Central along the middle
country to the south. The rgad next
in order subsidized crosses the country
from the harhor at Aecapulco, on the
Pacific, to Vera Cruz, on the A tlantic,
through the capital, and iz known as
the*Interocennic. From Benson, A ri-
zona, to Guaymas on the western sed-
board, the Sonora Railway gives eapy
access to the Pacific cousfon the north-
| weat, while the Monterey & Gulf Rail-
way covers the coast on the Atlantie
aside, from the northeast tg Alvavado,
south of Vera Cruz. Ip order to come-
plete a grand natiopa] aystem, or net-
work of railways, crossing the country
at convenient distances from sea to gea,
east and west, and with lines running
parallel with and pear the coast on
either side, one in the mlddle of tbe
country, and oDe on each side at either
edge of the table land, it ig only neces-
sary tocomplete the line along the
western edge of the plateau; and that
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is the work now being dopne by Hon.
John W, Young, Th% new roaﬂ comm-
mences at Deming, New Mexico, aD
passes along the western edge of the
Mexiean table land for six hundred
miles, when it descends to the Pacific
| Coast at Topolobampo Bay, thence
paraileling the coast to (fuaymas.
Each of these roads receives a con-
siderable subsidy from the government;
but, when the contract for building the
Mexican Northern Pacific Railway
was entered into, the executive de-
clared that no more railroads should

be subsidized in  the Republiec.
The entire Mexican railway sys-
tem was completed. There are



