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who assemble to be taught every
man in the church of god on the
earth should be able to speak as he
is kovei upon by the holy ghost
then his words are the word of the
lord the mind of the lord the
will of the lord and they are
scripture

ofall people that have ever lived
the latter day saints have the
greatestgreatest reason to be thankful to the
lordC ord we possess the falnessfulness of the
gospel and are members of the
church of jesus christ we oc-
cupy a place in that land which
was given to joseph by his father
the land of america we have re-
ceived the organization of the great
kingdom of our god that king-
dom which was spoken of by adam
by daniel and by avall the ancient
prophets whose eyes have been upon
this age of the world we are
building up zion iuin the very place
and on the very continent which
the lord designed therefore why
should we not be happy why
should we not be contented why
should we not be united together to
carry out the purposes of the lord
we should be there M no man
who has received this gospel and
enjoys the holy ghost but can re-
joice and be thankful and be wil-
lingit ng to pass through whatever trials
or afflictions he may be called upon
to endure for the gospels sake I1
feel to rejoice myself at this timetime
that we have the privilegeleae of meet-
ing together in peace when I1 con-
templatein our pospositionon as lat
terr dayda saints aejand the re
s bilities that we are under

feel that our hearts and our souls
should be drawn out in thanksgiv-
ing to god we should labor for
the buildingbuild up of the kingdom ofbuildinggod and foror the establishment of
his work for we have been called
of god and appointed to take this
kingdom in the latter days and bear
it off we have promises given
unto us that no other dispensation
or generation of men ever had it
has been promised us that we snailshall
possess the kingdom and the great-
ness of the kingdom and it will
never be overthrown but will re-
main until jesus christ the great
lawgiver to israel comes to reign
over his peoplemple therefore we
need not think that we have noth-
ing to do we have a grea
before us and it will require all our
exertions and all our talents and
ability to perform it we must seek
for the spirit of god to assist us
for without this spirit we can ac-
complishcom but very little

there is a subject pressing upon
my mind at the present time which
I1 want to speak upon I1 refer to the
treatment of animals my soul has
been pained a great deal by the
treatment which man extends to the
beasts of the field before thothe
railroad was built across this conti-
nent I1 crossed the plains several
times and the abuse of animals
which I1 then witnessed gave me
great painI1n the lord has given
unto us horses and cattle and other
animals for our benefit not one of
these animateanimals can talk to us and I1
therefore look upon their ill treat
ment ssas a great evil and a sin this
is a matter which the world consider

of small consequence for the presi-
dent of a church to talk about I1
have not done it heretofore but I1
am going to do it now

we all admire a fine horse it is
one of the noblest of animals it is
also one of the most useful of ani-
mals the treatment that we ex-
tend to horses in many instances is
unjust and unrighteous I1 have seen
men take a young horse that hadbad
never had a harness on they have
harnessed it and they have taken
a blacksnakeblack snake whip and before it

I1 was ever put to a wagon or any-
thing of the kind they have whipped
it almost to death I1 have seen
young men in these valleys do that
does that horse know why he is thus
abused the man who does this
commits a sin when you harness
a young horse for the first time he
knows nothing about it and does not
know what to do
be treated kindkindllynoyuo matter whether
he kicks or jumps or bites he
dont understand why that harness
is put on him and the man who has
any kindness about him will treat
that animal kindly if you do this
the horse will very soon learn what
you want of dimandhim and when he learns
that he will do it treat your ani-
mals kindly and they will treat you
kindly they will do all you ask of
them

here is a young heifer she has
a calf A young maninan goes to milk
her she has never been milked
before she kicks and wont standstand
still what toesdoes that
do he gets a club or something of
the kind and goes to thrashing her
now whoever does thair ought to
be thrashed himself treat that
animal kindly in a little while
she will understand what is wanted
of her and will then act all right

I1 want to see a change especially
with the latter day saints in their
treatment of the beastsbeaste of the field
they have been given to us for our
use they are a great blessing to
us and we should treat them gent-
ly aridadd with consideration it isia
wrong to exercise tyranny over
anything when I1 was a boy and
went to school the schoolmaster
used to come with a bundle of sticks
about eight feet long and one of the
first things we expected was to get a
whipping for anythingefm that
waswae not pleasing to him we
would getet a terrible thrashing
what mrwhippingTipping I1 got then did not
domedo me any good I1 have alwaysalways

I felt that ill treatment eitherelthor of chil
dren or animals is all wrong kind-
ness gentleness and mercy are bet-
ter every way I1 would like this
principle hiinstilledstilled into the minds of
our young men that they may
carry it out in all their acts in life
tyranny is not good wwhetherbether it be
exercised by kings by presidents
or by thtaft servants of godtod kinakind
words are far better than harsh
words if when we have diffi-
culties one with another we would
be kind and affable to each other we
would save ourselves a great deal of
trouble

I1 wonder if there is a man here
whoeverwho ever gained anything by scold-
ing or beating his wife or his chil-
dren I1 never saw any good result
from it you go into a family wherewhen

a man treats his wife and children
kindly and you will find that they
will treat him in the same way
complaints reach me of the treatstreat
ment of men to their wives they
do not provide for them they
do not treat them kindly all this
pains me these things should not
ainsbee here is a man who has a wife
or wives they have been given
unto him of the lord they have
placed themselves under his direc-
tion this manisman is held responsible
by his creator for the course which
he pursues toward these women
he should be kind to them and in
their affliction hebe should not tyran-
nize over them or acom them or
pain their hearts we should be
kind to one another do good to one
another and labor to promote the
welfare the interest and the happi-
ness of each other especially those
of obrownour own households the man
stands at the head of the family
he is the patriarch of his house-
hold I1 meetings in
this church where onoone man has had
almost a congregation of sons and
daughters there is no more beauti-
ful sight on earth than to see a
man stand at the head of his family
and teach them righteous principles
and give them good counsel these
children honor their father and
theyaey take consolation and joy in
having a father who is a righteous
man

our sisters also have their duties
to perform to their husbands they
should consider his position and his
circumstances many of our breth
ren have gone to prison for the gos
peps sake this has created a degree
of trial affliction and sorrow in their
families As a general thing as
brother george Q cannon has said
it has a tendency to draw their
wives and their children closerclosser to
them every wife should be kind
to her husband she should com-
fort him and do what good she can
for him under all circumstances inila
life when all the family are united
together they enjoy a heavenly
spirit here on the earth this is
how it should be for when a man
in this church takes unto himself a
wife he expects to remain with lier
through all time and eternity in
the morning of the first resurrection
he expects to have that wife and his
children with him in a family or-
ganization to remain in that condi-
tion forever and forever what a
glorious thought that is I1 have felt
if when I1 get through this world
where I1 have passed through many
tribulations and afflictions with my
wives and children I1 can only have
them with me in the next world in
their immortal bodies to stand with
me in the presence of god and odtheof the
savior and odthe old patriarchs and
prophetsropbets it will pay me for all my
laborslabors if I1 should live to be as old as

aleh and I1 have no doubt
that all of you feel the same

there is another thing I1 wish to
refer to here I1 have heard that in
zion there aream some men who enter-
tain the idea that they inherit the
body and spirit of mostmose or abra-
ham or david or noah or some-
body other than themselves I1 hope
none of you here indulge in any-
thing of this kind because it toIs a


