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plax culture

the operations of0 the war inhibitingb the
obtaining of cotton from the growers otof that
staple of commerce at the south by theahe peo-
ple otof the north they are diligently seeking
for substitutes for that article aside from
ththe movements that have been and are beinbeing
made to introduce cotton culture into illinois
indiana and other western states to supply
the demand for lint and fabrefibre that has been
and will be created by a continuance of hosbos

between the contending factions a re-
turn to flax growing which has for years been
mmeasurablyessuisubably abandoned or neglected in the
eastern and middlemiddie states has been and con-
tinues to be strongly urged by agriculturists
andalid others interested in the matter

at a fatelateate meeting of the american institute
farmersarmorsfaryarmerbmers club new york the subject of flax
growingbrowingrowin 0 was taken upup and lengthily discuss-
ed tetoe following is a synopsis of the re
mr

I1

ke made by the speakers on that occa-
sionision

mr carpenter gave his opinion that this
was oneon of the most important questions that
have ever been brought before the club
faxF ax should be sown about the loh10 ah of may
onorwellwellweli prepared soileoll about halfahaifa hushel an
acieacleacre flax fiber mixed with cotton unprovenUnproves
both it does not require a very stronstrong soil
to grow1 row flax nor do a it exhaust the landlad any
more than other crcropsandgand hebe wanted to see the
cultivation greatly extended and hoped that
the club would lend its influence to promote
this object

prof nash said flax is grown at the west
torforor the asedaedbeded alone when I1 was a boy every
family used to grow flax to make cloth
for domestic use all over new england it
requires a stronsr heavy soil and is very ex-
haustinghau sting so much so that grass did not take
well itif sown for seed or to use the fiber for
coarse cloth halfbalf a bushel per acre is enough
for very fine fabrics a bushel and a halohaio per
acre Is sown plow about mayhlay 1 and make
the surface very smooth before sowingsowing atiait is
pulled as soon as a part of the seed is13 ripe
and dried and the seedbeed beaten oiloff and then
spread on grass to rot so that it cancall be dress-
ed flax will grow of course on stony land
but the sollsoil must be good the reason that
flax culture ceased so far in this country is
because that cotton could be produced so
much cheapercheapen the mere act of swininglingswillingsw 0 ling
occupied a man allali day to dress 16 pounds
and the culture of flax will neier be extended
in this country until we can prepare the fiber
at a cheap rate by somebome of the processes
that have been tried either by steam aracidor add
or alkali I1 have no doubt flax is more
healthy for garments than cotton and it may
be produced to any extent desired if it can be
cheaplytrizepreparedpre ared for use

dr tumble said that the culture of flax
has been abandoned in a great measure by
the pennsylvania farmers who used to grow
enougheno u for all family use but cheap cotton
has drivenarlyen out flax because the labor waawaswassoso
great it could not compete with cotton itII
will not be revived unless the great labor of0
itsita preparation can be done by machinerymTchinery atal
a cheap rate that is the great difficulty in
the way of inducing6 farmers to extend the
flax culture

dr jarvis in his remarks said that cottan
was not as healthy as flax if flay is dirty
at first in its preparation cotton is always so
through all its wear it is giving off fine par-
ticles of dust that fill theuie air of our housesbouses
and injure theabe beaithheaithalth of all who use cotton
cloth he thought in every sense of the word
cotton has been a curse to the world it isin
novinov as healthy as flax for any kind of cloth-
ing particularly bedding and he thought the
world would be greatly bene fitted bbj the use
of alaxflax to as great anaa extentextent as it now uses
cotton

mr henry 1I had supposed that rottingtotting
and breaking and sw ingling and hatbatebeling
flax were among the antediluvian notion of
uhethe world As to flax exhausting the boilsoiloil
any more than any other crop 1lontdont believebelleve
it and certainly withelith the improved machinery
of the age there isia no difficulty in preparing
the gibereiber for use

mr gale said there is still a great deal of
saxfeax raised in pennsylvania and in the interior
of this state it is now prepared by machin-
ery that obviates the most disagreeable hand
labor of the old time farmers are content
to raisetaise flix at about 12 centscenta a pou d there
is no trouble about growing flax the only
questionqutationestion is about being able to produce it as
cheaply as any other fiber whether cotton or
blikbilk alitheallali the business of dressing flax is very
dirty and disagreeable when done by band
and most farmers prefer to raise other crops
and have subs titu es for linen cloth

mr lancaster formerly of new hamp-
shireshire stated that with r-cerdad to flax seedbeedbeel it
dependsde ends upon what the crop tois to be used for
it arfor seedbeed alone three pecks prpor acmacca will do
jtit forfoi seed and fiber a bushebushel or a bushel and
a peck indand it should be sawn asaa early as i4
couldgould be after the froit is out of the ground
it la13 a very exhausting and laboriolaborios3 crop

A handband wiliwill rlnotcipullpullpuli over a quarter of an acre
a day when dry the seed la19 beaten off it is
then spread and

i
not turned till it is rotted suff-

iciently A mamann in new hampshire where I1
used to work among flax co ild dreisdregs from 25

pounds a day andanti as to the use otof
linen there is no end to its use and there is
no cloth applied to so many uses as that of
flax weiye can grow pounds per acresacre and
used to count it a good crop at per pound
for the flax and 1 to ibo1 50 a bushel for the
seed as an acre would produce 25 bushels

the flax question is one of great import
ance to the country because itif we can prere
prepple ththee lint cheacheaplyly1 all parts of the
country can produce a bettere ater fiber than cotton
sufficientglentclent forfur the use of the inhabitants at less
than the average pice of cotton and the
fabric will be more valuable aldaidaed its more
healthy I1

the people of deseret are doubly interest-
ed in the colure of flax they need the lint
for many purposes paper making not among
the least and without the seed oil for paint-
ing cannot be produced an article in great
demand and will continue so to be and its
use wil soon be increased an hundred fold
above what it is now or ever has been in
these valleys if manufactured here farmersfarmer
should turn their attention to the subject more
ththanantheythey have heretofore in preference to
growing so much wheat for should they not
in the end of the year realize as much profit
from an acre ofcf flax as from an acre of wheat
according to the amount of labor expended in
the culture at established prices it will be
more advantageous to them eventually as timLIMtimee
will prove
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about keeping goats
many persons who cannot conveniently

keep a cwcow would find it profitable to keep
one or two common goats they require but
little care may be suported at small cost and
yield a good supply of milk of superior quai ty
A goat well kept will yield from three pints
to two quarts of milk daily for a large part of
the year the quantity diminishing in the cold
weather as the time of kidding approaches
it is much cheaper to keep a goat in town
than to pay a milkman and fact labiab every-
where will find the milk very nutritive and
wholesome and especially good for children
in most cases ah english writer estimates
that two goats are equal to a small shetland
cow

goats may be very cheaply supported itif
picketted in a pasture in warm weather or
allowed to be at large they will pick up their
own living eating read ly almost every sort of
green thing Grasgrass weeds twigs of bushes
vegetables fruits nearly everythingevereyerevert thinghing that grovgroygrows3
will suit their taste they are fond of dry
leaves cornstalkscornstalks horse chestnuts and even
eat poisonous plants with impunity itif con-
fined in a yard or in closer q jararters they will
take the scraps and waste of the kitchen
some personspersona allow them to feed out of the
swill pallpail but this practice cannot be comcorm
mendedminded cobbett says in his cottage econ-
omy

11 when I1 was in the army in new blung
wick where be it observed the snow lies antheanthe
ground seven months in the yearyears there were
many goats that belonged to the regiment
arldabd that went about with it on shipboard and
everyeverywherewhere else some of them hadbad gone
the whole of the american war we never
fed them in summer they picked about
wherever they could find grass and in winter
they lived on cabbage leave potato peelings
and oiherother things flung out of the a idlers
rooms and hutshuta one of these goats belonged
to me and on an average throngthroughouthout the yyearear
she gave me more than three halthalf p ants of
mi k a day I1 used to have the kid killedkilled
when a few days od and for some time the
goat would give nearly or quite two quarts of
milk a day she was seldom dry more than
three weeks in the year

the samebame writer addsadd that goats will pick
peelingspeelings out of the kennel and eat them they
will eat mouldybouldy bread or bu uit fusty hay
and rotten straw furze bushes heathbeath whistlesthistles
and indeed whathatbat wilwll they not eat when
they will make a hearty mealon pape
or whitewhites printed on or not printed on and
give milk all the while

imarmaI1 maycaddadd to bobbettaCob betta list of odd delica-
cies by stating that my own goats have
gnawed smooth the rough sides of myrny pile of
bh bark and have cleaned out all the
powder post from the sills of the wood

but goats like most other anealsan maismals ertererferpr ferter
clean food and will not devour all the above
mentioned things if a supbup y of moremort desira-
ble edibles are at handband anfnin the winter it is
well to lay in a few hundred pounds of bay
second crop is preferable a few carrots and
some fine feed indian meal is sometimes
given to them but it is too ddrying9 thethey
need water occasionally but tilldo not drillsdrink
much the goat is the most hardy olourof our do-
mestic animals enduring easily all extremes
of heat and cold it needs the shelter of a shed

in wintry lie anywhere
on the floor preferring a board to a bed its
natural actie ty and with
a capricious disposition fit this creature to
enjoy a state of freedom when roaming
wild on its native mountains it loves to climb
thetha most dangerous and inaccessible places
clinging on the vergervergee of preciprecipicesicesleeb by itsKB
wide spreading and ehrp edgetedged lfhoofs and

defying the pursuit ofcf the hunterbunter this in-
clinationcclicilnanationtion it manifests in domestic lilifeilfefebyby
scalingcoaling shedasheds wallswalla weed piles e c with
greatreat agility but the goat will bear con
cement extreme y well continuing in good
health and yielding the usual quantity of
milk on shiploadshipboad it is healthier than any
other domestic animal and is hb ably valued
on accountacco rintlint of its sportivenesssportive nebs its familiarity
and its ability to give milk upon such waste
food as is there obtainable

the milk of the female goat is sweet rich
and nourishing it hasbas the body and smooth
ness of cream is viscid and astrengthening I1

little product ve of oil bit abundant in the I1

matter of cheese in tea and coffee it is far i

superior to cowscowa milk and will go at least
as far again in imparting color and flavor I1

in all kinds of cooking it is equally excellent I1

it has no peculiar or unpleasant taste and is
not affected by what theibe creature eats onion
tops have been given to the fern leplexie by way of
experiment without imparting an on lony
taste to the milk I1 corcotconsidersider two pints orof
goatsboata milk to be as go d in a family in every
vayay as three pints of cows milk

iborihor most feeble and sickly children as well I1i

as those in health it is invaluable it does
not tend to form curds in the stornatom chcb as
cows milk does and is therefore frequently
prescribed by physicians in cases of extremeex

i

weakness it is sold for the purpose in salem
at twenty firetire cents a quart invalids abroad
often resort to the mountainous districts of
ireland and scotland to derive benefit from
the uieuleuse of article which is there known
as goats whey mr colman noticed that
the irish mountaineers about the lake of kil-
larney kept from one to thirty goats apiece
for the sake of the tourists to that delightful
rregion in spain and portugal goats are J

abundantant and in lisbon their idiak is more I1

commonly used than hitthit of cows theulie 1

goats in those countries are driven into the
citiescilles in the morning andanil milked at the doors i

of the houses the dibar ttct in france mostmoat
celebrated forforggoatsoatsoata is the canton montblont dor I1

where in a space not exceeding two leagues 1

six miles in dadiameterdameiermeter upwards of eleven
thousand are kept chiefly to supply the city of
lyomlyons with cheese there arears several other
interesting particulars relating to the goat
which I1 will give in another pappaperer

G L STREETER

liver complaint in sheep

A correspondent of the michluichimichiganan farmer
in a communication in relation to that disease
in sheep says

it isi a fact that sheep are liable to an
affection of the liver as well as men or other
animals many of the nicest sheep in the
country have died of itsit and after taking off
theirheir pelts farmers have thrown their carcass

ss to the hoggbogg without an effeffortorttoto ascertain
the cause or find a remedy for it if known
the most prominent and dargdaigdangerouserous type of
diseased liver in sheep which aaschas come0maunderunder
my notice is adhesion to the side or s de and
bowels the symptoms are loss of appetite
and an inclination to occupy some corner of
tbthee fence alone and often the animal will
be found dead next morning sometime a they
will linger severalbeveral days and in spite of all
the usual modes of nurnursingbinsin they leave their
pelts titf pay their doctors bilibill A friend
off mine has disc vered a remedy and as hebe0does not design to patent it I1 will itif you
please give it to your readers ilehe builds a
scaffold in some convenient place about five
or six feet high leaving the center open with
a space as wide as a man can easily span
with his feet then by the help of an as

tant be catches the sheep mounts the
scaffold and placing hisbis feet on the planks
the assistant passes the hind feet of the sheep
up to him between the planks when he

churns it up and down as he calls it for
five or ten minutes which disengages tbthee ad-
hesionhesion and the sheep getsgeta well without fur-
ther trouble but I1 would suggest the feed-
ing of them on plenty of green pine hemlock
or tamarack boughs as a preventive which
will doubtless be better than the churninchurchurning6process asan a remedy

about cotton the hartford
on the authority otof a gentleman enaenengageda gedgod I1in
the manufacture of cotton that the seasiaso island
isiii valued for the length of its fabrefibre not itsita
finenesshinenbinen essitit beinbeing9 the coarsest cotton grown
for market the common varieties vary in
lengthlengieng from one half to three fourths of an
inch five eights being a fair average while
the sea island is from an inch and three eighths
to an inch and three fourths in lengths and
is sought by the british spinners for thread
and embroideringembroidering cottons requiring machin-
ery expressly for its manufacture

improvement in candlescandies steep the cotton
wick in water in which has been dissolveddissovedoyed a
consideratile quantity of nitrate of potassa
chlorate of potassa answers still better but it
is too expensive for common practice by
this means a purer flame and superior light
are secured a m re perfect combustion is in-
sured and snuffling isia rendered nearly asae
superfluous as in wax candiescandles the wicks
must be thoroughly dried before the tallow is
put to themteem scientific american

regiment has a rule that any man
who utters an oath shall read a chapter in the
bible several have got nearly through the
old testament

tilthe whiteat sparrow

P wromTROU THEE GERMAN

slopsleep to1 the worst of thievesthieve
nolie atisti halthait our llelives inI1

in most parts of germany there passes cur-
rent among the people this proverb

ghoguo6 llelie thatthai would
must the while sparrow seebee

the meaning of the proverb is not atai first
sighteight so apparent as that of some others that
circulate among us such as early habits
make the man andantl honesty Is thetletielie best
rolleypolicy ac but the moral it isia
intended to convey is not the less truirutrueartbardbandeardandard
important I1 will therefore here relate ofleafre
storyatory connected with its origin even as vikviere-
ceived it myself from the lips of an old aiardaldaidd
valued friend

there was an old farmer with whom every
thing appeared to grow worse from year to
year his cattle died one by one and tiietile pro-
duce

it

of his land was not balfbait that it ought to
be in fact all hisbis property wasaas to use a veryti
familiar expression going to the dogal lifin
short scarcely a week passed by that
the tax gatherer or the pawnbroker did rotI1 of 1

come to his window and addressing limlla withnith
a courteouscourte oui bow said I1 I1

1I am really very sorry herr
be compelled to put you to inconvenience but
I1 am obliged to do my duty 21

the old friends of herr Ruckwart also tried
to do their duty to him they advised they
entreatentreatededs and they helped him but all in
vain and so one atteralter another gave him up in
desdespainpaltpali declaring with a sigh that as for poor
Ruckwart there was no use in trying to heiphelphelp
him he was past being helped

ilehe had one friend howeverhowbow ever whose heart
was in the right place and tahomho was not only
a goodfood man but a very clear si cited one this
friend thought hebe w uld not give herr ruck
wwartwarlautart up altogether without mak n one more
aattempt tto0 save him so one day hebe led the
conversation as though accidentally fo0 thetile
subject of0 sparrowstvs relating many anecdotes
of these birds and observing how greatly
they had multiplied of late and how very cun-
ning and voracious they hathai become

herr R shook his heddhead granay in
answer to this observation and saidsald

they most destructive treaereacreaturestures
for my part I1 have not the slightest doutt
that it is mainly owing to0 o their depredations
that my harvest has of late yyearsears been so linun
productive

to this conjecture his old friend made no
rejoinder b it after a moments pause contin-
ued the conversation by another interroga-
tory

neighbor have you ever seen a white
sparsparrowromrou

no replied Ruckwart the sparrows
that alight in my fields are all the common
91gayay sort

1 that is veryvert probable too rejoined hishig
friend the habits tff the white sparrow arearc
peculiar to itself ojuneonly one comes into the
worldwor deveryevery year and beineing so different from
hisbis fellows other sparrows take a dislike to
itI1 and peck at it whenitchen it appears amongamon them
for this reason it seeksbeeks its food early in the
morn ng before the rest of the tribe ilieklieareaie astir
and then goes back to iPss nest whee it re-
mainsM ains for the rest of the day

that is very strange I1 exclaimed ruck
wart 1 I must reannreali try and get a sighteight at
that sparrow and if possible I1 will catch it
too

on the morning following this
the farmer rose withith the sun and sallied forth
into hisbis field he walked around his farm
searched hisbis farmyardfarmyardjard in every coconerner exam-
ined the roofs of hishi garn ra and the trees of
bishis orchards to see whether hebe could discover
any traces of the beautiful white sparrow
but the white sparrow to the great disap-
pointmentpoointment of the farmer would not bhoj 4
itsitselfeiteif or stir from its imaginary nest

what vexed the farmer however still more
was that altaitarikanikalthoughhouggough the sun stood high in the
heavens by the time hebe hadbad completed highis
round not eonewone of the farm la borers was astir
theyI1 too seemed resolved notriot to leave their
nests meanwhilemean hilebile the cattle were bellochbellowingbello g
in their stalls with hunger arldarid not a soul wagwas
near to feed them

herr was reflecting on the
this state rfcf thingsL when suddenly

he perceived a lad coming out of the houbehouse
carrying a sack of wheat on hishla shoulders
he seemedto be in great hastehasta to get out of
the precincts of the farm and herr Ruckwart
soon perceived that hhis1 stepsit Ps were not bent
lotowardswArds the mill but totowardsads a public househoube
where caspar had unhappily a long e to
pay ilehe hasbashastenedened after tiietile astonished yautti
who belfredbel ered hibbib master to be still in tilethe en-
joyment of lliellis morning nap and quickly re-
lieved him of his burden

the farmer next bent his steps to the cow
housebouse and peeping to see whether the
sparrow bad p taken refuge there be
discovered tollisto his dismay that the milkmaidmilk maldmaid
was banding a liberal portion of the milk
through the window to her neighbor to10 mix
with herer morning cup of coffee

A pretty sort orof housekeeping thibthis is
thouthoughtht the farmer to himself as he hastened
to nisdish s cifes apartment and roused her from
her slumberblumber As sure as my name is ruck
wart he exclaimed in an angry tone there
must be an end to these lazy habits every-
thing isia going wrong for the want ofet some-
body to look atterafter them so far as I1 am
concerned thought the good farmer to ahlmhim-
self 1 I will rise everyday at the same hour
I1 rose this thiathis morning and then I1 shall get
my farm cleared of those who do not intend to


