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bishops and presidents, they should be
utterly destroyed;’’ but they were required
to leaye the State and that in a; very short
time, whichthey did, leaving all their pro-
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DISCOURSE.

By President GEORGE A. SMITH,

prohibited in the gospel, and the same re-
mt will follow if mﬁn’uqﬂ. If he allow
himself to take the name of the Lord in
vain, and continue in it, the spirit of the

2. . 3 Lord will withdraw from him. If he allow . It is yery well known that some
delivered “ t?a_c Nm Tabernacle, himself to be gnilty of dishonesty, corrup- mhundl‘nd and eighteen thousand dol-

Salt Lake City, Sunday, { tion, licentiousaess or anything that is pro- | lars were pal by the Latter-day Saints for

August 13, 1871 hibited in the pel of peace, perad- |land in the State of Missouri, and that very

¥ vl ST 3 venture, his mind becomes darkened., He, | fow if any of them, éver got a ollar for

B - to-day, might bear testimony thathe knew | that land, and it belongs to them to this
REPORTED BY DAVID W, EVAXS. this to be the work of God; and he might, dl:mnnd when the great and glorious day
—— by neglect of duty, in time become so dark- | s come that the Constitution of the

IN the providence of our nly Father | ened, that he would conclude he hardly did | United States shall become amlmlﬂ the
we are permitted once 1 to assemblé | know it, and finally, that he did not know | supremé law of the land, uaranteeing to
for the purpose of partaking of the sacra-|it, These are the results of losing the light | all men the right of life, li and pro-
ment of our Lord and Savior, Itappears| of the Holy Spirit, hence the exhortation | perty, the Saints can inherit t land and
that on the night previeas to His He | that every man who partakes of the sacra- | live and enjoy their faith there as well as

gave to His disciples this ordimance, 1t
was in a manner instituting anew the ordi-
nance that Israel had observed from the
time of leaving Egypt,—namely the feast
of the Passover. hen we assemble for
the purpose of partaking of this ordinance
it is very important for us to realize and
appreciate the position which we take, for
we witness to our Father who is in hea«
ven, by the partaking of the bread and
the water, that we do remember Him; and
while we take the bread from the same
plate we should not hold within our hearts

mentshonld be careful, and make it a time
of reckoning,~bringing our minds up to
thohatanﬂard and.  knowing that we are
right.

notice in the observance of the Word
of Wisdom, & manifestation of the Holy
Spirit connected with it. Whenever a per-
son has failed to observe it, and becomes a
slave to his appetite in these simple things,
he gradusally grows cold in his religion;
hence I constantly feel to exhort my breth-
ren and sisters, both by precept and exam-
ple, to observe the Word of Wisdom. We

anywhere else, All these things bad oc-
curred and the hand of persecution did not
stay until, in 1844, it had slain the Pro-
pheéts and, in 1845-6 bad driven the people,
and robbed and peeled them ot the property
they had accamulated in Illinois, and in
1847 the pioneers’ advanced guard, led by
President Young, succeeded in making a
road, and founding a colony in this valley.

In 1843 the law on celestial marriage was
written but not published, and was Known

sons. 1t was written from the dictation of

only to perhaps one or two hundred per- |
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Joseph and Hyrum Smith, thought they
also were dnin? God service, although they
were guilty of the most brutal and dis-
graceful murders ever perpetrated on the

There is one thing very peculiar in re-
lation to us. I have noticed it from the
fact that I have been a student, to some ex-

tent, of the history of the puritan fathers
who settled H?‘W ing! L“;? is very
well known that they escaped fi« _

in their ber mnﬁr{;
pressed there in their religions faitk
views were of a different kind to those of
the established churech; and it wasin con-
sequence of oppression of this kind that
they sought a home in the wilds of Ameri-
ea; and in almost every instance as soon as
they had established a bome they com-
menced making rules and proscribing
everybody who differed in opinion with
themselves. You will nctice this, especi-
ally if you read the early -history of
Massachusetts. The colonists of that State
were very stringent in particular items of
faith an ractice. I have alwaya felt a
little proud of the noble heart of my fourth
ﬁreat- grandfather Zaccheus Gould, becanse

e actually bad the courage fo kKeep the
Quakers at his farm, the very night after

Jozeph Smith, by Elder William Clayton,
his private secretary —who is now in this
city. This revelation was published in 1852,
read to ageneral conferance, and accepted as
a portion of the faith of the chureh,

feelings or sentiments other than what
are right., To use the e xpression of the
Savior, in the ever memorable sermon on
the mount: ‘*When thou bringest thy
ift to the altar, consider whether thy

should not be thoughtless, careless nor
ngglaetful in the observance of its precepts.
“Why, it can not do any hurt,” says one,
‘“fotake a glass of ale” ! [ recollect seeing
a man, once in England, who said to me:

%rﬂt.har hath aught against thee,” Every
manpelw%n mnelvaad bﬂoy Pﬂt.ixmplsi of the
gospel of peace and obeys the ordinances
of %iniﬂatigl:i :::fio the mﬂoh under obli-
gations a straightforward, meral
and upright lﬁktn deal justly, to love
mercy ard to ‘humbly in observance
of the ciples which he has reeceived.
To neg these things, to suffer ourselves
to stray trom —t0 become forgetful
of the principles and ordinances of the gos-
pel, under all circumstances, should be
avoided. If we love each other, as we
should do, we should never be found
speaking evil of each other. In almost all
communities, so far as my knowledge of
history extends, one of the great banes of
society is a disposition to tattle,—to speak
evil one of another; and I have noticed
that this habit has not always been forsak-
en by those who are ed Latter-day
saints; but at times there seems to be a
feeling of willingness to retail scandal,
When we come to partakeof the sacrament
if we have injured our brother, sister or
neighbor, it is our duty to make these
things right, and to come wisely, prudent-~
1{ and conscientiously. If we harbor evil
thoughts or are the slaves of evil passions,
when we stretch forth our hand to partake
of the sacrament, we may be m, rad-
yventure, of fulfilling that “Fo posi-
tion, referred to by the apostle,~*‘he that
eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and
drinketh damnation to his own soul,”
There are certain principles which God
has revealed, by the observance of which
we are entitled to his Holy Spirit; but when
Latter-day Saints neglect their duties and
fail to observe these principles and defile
their bodies they cease to become fit tem-
ples for the Holy Spirit to dwell in, and
the light that is in them becomes darkness,
1t seems that at the iast supper Peter was
so sanguine, 50 fully determined and set

in his faith that he declared to the Savior,

tho he should die with Him yet would
henotdeny Him;and yetin a very fewhours
Iy the Nigingelbets mud mtidigey; snd
e high-pr an y and
Jnggod away, and a crown of thorns plac-
ed T his , hedenied Him. When
hinﬂgha:ﬁ ;r[ni.ﬁx. ﬂrﬁt mkﬂnniatar was ready
to e was like a great
Latter-day Saints I have seen,—the wonlg
much rather fight for their religion |
to live it, It was so at that time with Peter,
He drew his sword and was ready to cut
and slay, but his Master said to him, *““Put
up thy sword,” and He healed the wounded
servant., Peter did not understand that; it
did not look like the temporal dominion he
ex to see Jesus possess; and when he
was accused of being one of ﬁi‘. les,
he answered, I know nof what thon say-
est,”’ denying Him, to whom, but a few
hours before, he had expressed such strong
attachment. When IFeter went out the
cock m? and then he remembered the

words of Jesus and he wept bitterly. It is
said of this Apostie that when he to
the end of his earthly career, wh was

erucifixion by the hands of his en ,
he requested that he might be crucified
with his feet upwards; because he had de-
nied his Master he was unwilling to be put
on the cross in the same position,

This weakness exists in the breasts of all
human beings, more or less: all have their
times of trial, and their days of temptation
and suffering. 'We remember, in the days
of our Prophet Joseph Smith, whom God
sent us in these last days with thedispensa-
tion of the fullness of times, and the restor-
ation of thé gospeland priesthood, that
many, who stood by him and professed to
be his most warm and ardent friends, not
only turned away at his death, but in many
instances became Dbitter enemies. This

eak mess exists, and there arereasonsg why

Noxisfa 1n she Kumeil feart. For itistanco,
E&E

reguires - His children to pray; but
’ W yusiness and care t;h{j
fail to fulfil the requirement eith
R hves G te
uence of this neglect the spirit

wamﬂ them, and th
forget whatthey once knew. You let
man among the Saints indulge in arny habit

diF try

¢Mr. émith, how can it be possible that it
can injure a man to drink the matter of
half a pint of ale ?”’ He had had so much
that he could not stand without leaning
a a fence, and yet he could not see
how it could injure a man to take a half
pint; but if he not taken the first half
glgﬂ. he could have stood as well as any-
. It may as well be said, and no
doubt often is, How can it hurt a man to
2hew tobacco or to drink tea? It injures,
peeause it creates a disturbanee in the hu-
man organization, and that distuarbance, if
continued, creates an appetite to which its
possessor becomes a slave, and it shortens
his days; and while living his condition is
such that he ¢an not as efliciently perform
the duties devolying upon him as he other-
wise could, oy
We have eyvery reason to be thamkful
that God has preserved us from the wrath
of our enemies, He has led us by the'in-
spired hand of his servant Brigham into
the valleys beyond the Rocky Mountains,
in the Great Basin; and He has blessed the
desert land, that with the labor and toil of
twenty or twenty-four years, has me
manifest in stretching forth the curtain of
the habitations of Zion. Wae have every
reason to be thankiul for these blessings,
for previous to that time we are all well
aware that we did not taste of but very lit-
tle of what might becalled religious liber-
. for the very moment that the church of
esus Christ of Iatter-day Seints was or-
ganized by Joseph Smith, with six mem-
bers, the hand of persecution and oppres-
sion was raised to desfroy it, . 1t notenly
extended to scandal and abuse, but to per-
sonal violence and to along-cotiinued snc.
cession of vexatious lawsuits; /- the tear-
ing down of houses, daubing - n with ta:
and feathers and driving froi: place to
place. I have heard the scand:| broaght
up occasionally that the Moruions were
driven from Jackson County, Missouri, tor
stealing horses. Now the facts of the case
are that there is not, nor can be found en
record in the county of Jackson a solitary
syllable in any docket or record of any
court the account of any crime or charge
of crime against any individual helunflng
to the church of the Latter-day Saints,
From the time they settled there until the
expulsion, amongst them it was one
straightforward scene of good behavior.
The ¢ on which they were driven
were S] ed, published and signed by a
1 number of distinguished individuals,
m:g these were that they (the Mormons)
“quffer from us in religion;”” and that they
also “anoint the sick with holy oil,” and
“They openly blaspheme the most high
God, and cast contempt on His holy re
ion by pretending to receive revelations
direct from heaven, by pretending to speak
upknown _ tongues, by direct inspiration,
and by diverse pretences derogatory of
God and religion and to the utter subversion
of human reason;’ ‘that the ‘Mormons’
tampered with the slaves,” &c. It is very
true that the Mormons in Jackson Counnty,
Missouri, were not slave-holders; but the
laws of the Em;oi on that subject, were so

very rigid, that it required no mob power

to enforce them; and as every ¢ in
the State, both civil and mili , was held
by men not ‘‘Mormons,” and es y
in the county of Jackson, it is not likely
that there wounld have been any difficulty
to enforee the law. The declaration on
whieh the mob was organized, and which
was signed by clergymen and other gentle-
men was, ‘‘the aw does not afford us a

tee against this people,” which was,
as much as to say, they were a law-at;idizl g
ural-

sople, Well, but di Jnu practice
ty of wives? Not at all, the principle was
known in the church: it had not been
ry man and woman in the
, tball intents and puir-
gamists, ' In 1838-9 tgue

e- | did God service, and i

Elder Orson Pratt went to Washington and
there published a work called the *‘Seer,”
in which this revelation was printed, and a
series of articles showing forth the law of
God in relation to marriage. From that
time to the present the power of the en-
emies of the Latter-day Saints, to persecute
them seems to have been broken; for sinee
then we have never been compelled to for-
sake our inheritances. The press and the
pulpit have, of course, been called into re-
quisition more or less, and a great amount
of lies and secandal has been published, and
liticians bave endeavored to make cap-
Ptoal and money out of exterminatin 8
é«Mormons,” and fortunes out of **Mor-
mon’’ blood, and more or less difficulty
has qéourmd; but during that period the
Saints have been able to proceed along with
their work., They have laid out a hundred
and fifty towns and cities and built them
up to a grealer or less extent, extending
their settlements five hundred miles
through this great desert, They have also
been able to hold in check the savage
tribes of Indians and to gain influence over
them; and with a few interruptions, arising
from the reckless character and conduet ot
transients, have been enabled to maintain
towards them a peace hitherto unknown'in
any State ‘or Territory in the midstof an
Indian population. -

It required faith and energy to seitl
stich a conntry, For the first three years
after the settlement commenced hardly any
person dared to eat as much food as his ap-
petite craved: so, scarce were provisions
that it was necessary to economize and eke
outavery little snpply to its greatest pos-
sible extent, A great many became dis-
couraged and . dishearténed, having  the
idea that the country could never be re-
-claimed; many went away, but generally
returned after awhile, quite surprised at
the progress made during their absence.
OQur visi'ors look at our city and say *‘what
| & beanzial place! bow did you
lovely » place?” I can answer, When we
reached here it was$ a naked sage plain,
bearing very little sage, the land heéing too
poor; but industry nnd‘ & wise and
application of the water to'the soil has pro-
duced the vegetation here to be seen. For
awhile after we came here we could ocea-
sionally hear of rejoicing from pulpit and
press that ‘“‘Joseph Smith, the arch impos-
tor,”’ as they called him; was dead, and that
the ‘“Mormons’’ were driven into the wil-
derness, where they would all perish, and
they should never bear an

| for them to discover that this
yet alive, and that they were livingin the
exercise of their faith, and making them-
selves felt, known, realized and under-
stood inthewarld. Now, inasmuch as God
has thus bl ?g;-i? md?t:t!anaed l?ﬁlu
mady great privileges, S very
tant :;cha.t "éeﬁ should abide in the
wheréin Christ has made us free; and live
in the exereise of that religion, and mot by
any méans sufl r ourselves to: fall l%t'u
‘snares, temptation, wickedness or evil. We
have every reason to be thankful to our
Heavenly Father for his many blessin
Our organization as a church differs widely
from almost every other. For instance, al-
most every denomination has, in its organ-
ization, a plan for the supportof a minister,
—a salaried gentleman. When we com-
menced to preach the gospelto the world
without purse or scrip, without money or
ce, these ministérs were generally the
t to raise a hue and cry, to tar fea-
ther, and throw rotten eggs at us; to
drive us  from our homes and tear
down. our habitations; and in every mob
from the commencementto the close ufth&
‘persecutions, were to be found mien pro.
essing to be ministers of the gospel; and
although the denominations to which they
beélonged might not be disposed to perse-
eute, yet they disgraced them by takino
part in'.mchrafommﬂinu.t It issaid th
the men who slew the Savier aved the

the Prophet and Patriarch of the Ohure

to setile in

find so

careful

| _ g more
about them. Yet it only took a few years
ple were

they had been proscribed by the colonial
%uvarnmant and expelled from Salem, and
or this and suppcll; ng them with the com-
mon necessaries of life and then allowing
them to proceed on their way iu the morn

ing, he was fined and compeélled to stand up
;in,;'ha church, and hear hisiéonfession read.
‘But I am proud of the feelings and senti-
ments of the man that, although a Puritan,
he had so much humanity in &

- 1 notice in looking over the history of
‘New . England that our Puritan fathers
'lacked an understanding of “'the power of
‘principle., If & man preached s sermon
‘that did not please them he must leave the
colony; he could not retire to his farm, lot
‘or inheritance, and there attend, to his own
business; no, they would frequently : tear
'down his house, put him aboard a ship and
send him away. Numbers of insztances of
this kind are on record ; and tha sect most
noted for its prineciple of non-resistence to
e et e s o
tarr :athered, and some 01 taem pu
to death 3 and numbers of them were ex-

pelled from the colony, and tha$ too g
men who, we can not, doubt, '
their own hearts, that they acted from good
motives. They did thesé from a
determination that they would the
people. Still, affer awhile, this feeling
wore away. - '
I notice from the very commendement of
our settlement  of thgaavﬂggjs_ m
never has been 5 law enacted or:i ion
made but what would affect the inferests of
all  societies. and denominations alike,
There have been no special acts on this ac-
count. As a matter jof conrse, persons
have been gut off the church, but their
civil rights, and their privileges under the
laws havegnot been in any way abridg
Had our fathers,in New England, y
digfellowshipped Mr. Williams as a mém-
ber of iheir church, and allowed him leo
| baptizc dpeo;ﬂp by immersion if he choose,
.it. would haye been an entirely different
thing from compelling him fo leave the
colony. [ “f iy pi~4p
This spirit o - intolerance is yielding fo
1 march of enlightenment, in our own
ay-and age, but still we as a people have
suifered severely from, its effects, for that
alone compelled us to seek a home in these
deserts.  But it is [gggf Lj:%g to reflect that
we have not nour | that spirit of perse-
u::ilon in t:ur hmta‘;efgr mlil;l wﬂ that
emigrants commenced passing WAy
to the present, ministers of ajvery_dﬂi:grgﬁ
nation, men of repute among theéir own
_pegpla, have been called upon and invited,
g e md  Jh Fan e o o
h e priv ¥0 our con-
gragatiml; ln?h&vap held meetings and
organized churches in our cities t.hc:g;
interruption. These facts are before.
::ﬂdo {hﬂl’? artgizﬂnraa dl:f _mmutfrs ;*'hn
ve spoken in stand, many of whom
have declared to the public that they never
O e e Tores &, Dt . Do
~ S0 a
lives; - but when quamqg:} Saint
ﬂﬁi f]m' thmuaqvﬂnm £ t pméﬂ;‘
or the pri o
their answer has hme%: effect: “Why,
no, 1 l_l:’a? taIright t-otprmh inm; 1 lo
tem ut I cannot open my temple £0 a
hu&m!“ - Such men dare not trust their
congregations to hear the truth, or per
venture, to hear error. = We have here
some of the most eloquent preachers, I be-
lieve, of the present age; and we were de-
lighted that they should display their elo-
quence in onr midst. K And il they have
.anything better than we have we wank it;
and we think it is quite right forthe young-
er portions of our community, who .oﬂm
not had the privilege of hearing the religi-
ons of the day preached in the world, to
hear them here; and the more of it the bet-

ter if they desire it, But the elden portion
of those whe profess our f?&h have gener-
ally belonged to or been associated with dif-

ferent religious denominations; for as our
Elders have preached abroad have
mher«l from @ bundie and ol every
‘kind; and that po unuruuﬁo&:m 88
thoro racquainted with - v -
-ons, and the religious tenets taught e
esent day as any people can. be, But it

not se with the younger maéej
d¢hurchy; hénee when we had
here, President

plollmd especially to the young fo go sad




