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and miniaster to the sick and afflicted,
pouting the healing halm of consola-
tlon into the wounded heart. Tle
soclety orzanization is 8o complete as
to extend it ramifioations throughout
the entire Church, while its services
are not necessarily confined to it, but
apply ts all people within reach of its
benign operations.

The mission of the society is God-

glven and beautiful. It was appropri-
ately conferred as a special domain,
upob the wisters of the Church. They
are better adapted by nature for 1§ than
the sterner sex. They are constitu-
tionxlly mote refined; their tender
ciotions are more Intense, and conse-
quently more readily awakened. This
susceptibility is essential to the practi-
cal application of charity dispensed in
detuil, where the minister haa to come
In immediate coutact with the recip-
fent of the exercise of benevolence.
The bestowal of charity requires a del-
fcaoy which woman possesses in a
much higher Jegree than man., It
constitutes oneof her most conspicu-
ous charms. It is easy, by a want of
this epsential accompaniment of phil.
anthropy, to Infligt pain upon the feel-
fuge of the sensitive poor ihal almost
overbalances the value of n gift.
- Apgalready stated the field of useful-
ness of the Rellef Society wldens as
time passes and the conditions of the
communitv echange There are sogial
features now In existence that are
threateninyg In their character, We
refer especially to the develoment of
pride, class distinetiopa, departures
from even the semtlance of a serious
view of the object of the present li‘e
and other indications of the times
equally important, They are opposed
to the genius of the Gospe!,and direetly
80 to the spirit and intent of the Relief
Society. This can be ohserved ai a
glance. This organization, abave all
others, can wield a potent corrsctive
influence upon certain unpromising
tendencier whioh are fraught with dan-
ger tothe Buints,

Recently the venerable and respected
head of the Reliet Bociety—Sister
Zina D. Young—made an exhortative
allusion to an approaching event
that jllustrated the necessity of
a reformatory action againat worldli-

nees. Referring to the anticipated de-
dlention, {n the near future, of
the Temple in this city, she

B8poke of the necessity of the people
purifying themselves as a preparatory
process, that God might accept that
noble struc'ure. There are ceriain
drifts that are not in unison with the
Spirit of Christ, and are certainly not
of a nature to elicit the plessure of the
Lord. Hence the need of active in-
fluences being exercised against the
conditions that threaten to divide in
blace of cementing the community.
This |abor comes wilhin the pale of the
Relief Bocloty asa help In the govern-
ment of Lhe ecolesinstical body.

The public celebration of Thursday
was an extengive affair. It was pro.
bably parifelpated in by the Saints
in every part of the world where there
exisls a branch of the Church of any
magnitude, ageaoch of these divisions
bave, as a rule, o Relief Society con-
nected with [t. As “anticipation for-
ward points the view,” the min!
naturally peeks to reach ahead .and
endeavor to grasp the condilions that
will prevail when the centennial an-

niversary nf the Society shall be cele-
brated! The posibilities are, however,
too“great for present human compre-
hension.

PRESIDENT DIAZ.

‘THE fact that there is a colony of
Latter-day Baints, embraging a pum-
ber of thriving settlements in Mex oo,
will lend somewhat of a Jocal interest

to the following sketch, taken from un
exchange, of the present President of
that Republie:

The president of Mexico is guito well
kpown in this country. For musny years
past Gen. Porfirio Diaz bas been the fore-
most citizen of Mexico, His popularity
at home and the fame be enjoys abroad
have mude his name famiiiar in the
United States as the regenerator (“‘regen-
erador”) of u country which by its won-
derful natural resources is entitled to a
hlghb place among the family of nations.

Anyene acquainted with the condition
of Meoxico fifteen years ago and with the
present state of affairs eannot but
acknowledge the great progress
achieved by Mexico during the inter-
vening years and give credit to Presi-
dent Diaz, above all others, for the estah-
lisbment and maintenance of that peace
and order which bave enabled the country
to reach its present state of prosperity.
Gen, Diaz, suys the New York Tvibune,
is regarded by his countrymen as the
best president that Mexico has ever had.
When, in 1887, he assumed the govern-
ment for the first time, the country was
bankrupt; mining and agriculture were
almost paralyzed; revolutions and dis-
ordera jeapardizing thelives and properly
of peaceful citizens were of frequent oc-
currence; in a word, all was chnos and
confusion. He ataried by appiviog en-
ergetiec remedies to all these e\-ﬁs, pun-
ishing the promotors of revolutions
wherever tbey appeared, and in a fow
years aucceeded in ecompletely crusbing
the luwless spirit in Mexleo, "Once this
accomplished be turned his altention to
the economical and commereial interests
of bis country.

The carser of President Diaz
markable. At theage of ecightecn, after
securing A common school educaion, the
began 1he study of law, but when almost
ready to bo admitted to the bar enlisted
in the national goard of Oaxaca,and went
to the front to oppose Lhe tyrannical gov-
ernment of ibe dictator, Santa AnDna,
From the beginning bis military record
was spotless. To this he-added a series
of very lucky and successful victories
ngainst the enemies of the liberty and
integrity of bis country. During the
war with France, which led to the crown-
Ing of Maximilian of Austria as emperor
of Mexico, be distinguished hinself and
became one of the leading generals of
the republican army and the most re-
speated by the soldiers of Napoleon I11.

When the republic was resiored o re-
tirod to private 1lifein his country resi-
dence of ‘‘La Noria,” Dear the city of
QOaxaca, refusing all the honors which
the government of Juarez was anxious
Lo confer upon him. Neoverthsless, dur-
ing bis retirement his name was twice
brougbt before the Mexican people as a
Presideniial candidate, but was defeated
both times by Juarez nnd by Lerdo de
Tejada. In I887 the people, who longed
to reward the inan who had done more
than anybody else 1o erush the empire
ol Maximilian,elected General Diaz presi-
dent by a big mujority; but after some
jugeling ol votes he was deprived of the
trust conferred on him by the people, and
Lerdo de Tejnda was declnreg re-electad
by the parilean Mexican congross then
assembled. This led Lo a popnlar revolu-

is re-

tion, which, proving snccessful, placed
General Diaz in the presidential chair.
Up to that time bo was known as a sue-
cesaful soldier. Nobody dreamed that he
sbould develop into astatesman of the
modern type. Sucb proved to be the
case. The energy and executive ability
which be displayed during bis first presi-
dential term reflect much oeredit upon hiim
as a statesman and s patriot,

fn 1880 he relired to private life to
give way:to his suceessor, Gen. Mannel
Gonzales. He did not remain a private
citizen very long, us a year after he left
the presidency his Dative Siate of
Oaxaca unanimously elecled him gover-
nor, which office  be held until culled
agnfu by the people to serve a mecond
presidential term, from '8¢ to '88. The
constitution of Mexico prohibited the
immediate ro-vlection lo the presidency,
but the Mexican congress in PBS‘?, think-
ing tbe continnance of President Disz in
power almost a necessity, repealed that
clause and pearmitted him io hold a
second cobsecutive term. 'This action of
the Mexican congress met with the fail
approval of the peopls, becanas the ques-
tion ot reiaining Gen. Diaz and the dis-
tinguisbed men wbhom be bad called to
sarve as bis cabinet was of vital impor-
tance to the whole country for ita contin-
ued peace and prosperily.

PERILS- OF THE REPUBLIC.

Evvnis H. RoBeER18, Assistaut Treas-
urer of the United Btates, haa written
aL article on that subject. He says
that the spectres of diraster which ap-
peared before Washingtou in his fare.
well address have entirely taded from

view at the present time. Then the
dread of a_military dictator was nat.
ural, but in our day there is po man

big enough “to stand astrive thia
eonntinent.””  Ceaar, Cromwall and
Napolfeow, with our environmeut,

would Bink inlo n mere petty Jack the
viunt-killer. The protest against a
tirird term for General Grant rested on
the popular reluciance to change na-
tional traditions, and not on a fear of
his sword and military prowess,

Daunger froin  excess of parly strife
was apprehended even in Wasbington?’s
time, but Mr. Roberts aseerta that “‘ear
ygeneration has little to fear from t{hat
sonrce.’’ Btrife we have, but not the
flerca poiitical wurfare of the Federal-
sts and their opponents,

Blavery, whioh at the inception of
the Union displayed its malignant
front, has been burled in carnage and
desolation. Seclionalism, the ally of
alavery, though disappearing in name,
exists in raee prejudice, aou “makes
fraud its weapon against constitution,
laws, ballot, manhood, justice.’* This
tor will disappear as did the fear of
militaryism 1u the beginniug, ua did
the fear of results from ihe bitter re-
criminations of Adams aud Jefferson,
ap did slavery anpd the fear of a Grant
djotalorship.

Mr. Roberts states that the immedi-
ate peril of the republic ia “militarism
In politics.”” He ciles Richard
(Croker’s article in the North Amertean
Heview, in which it is stated that a
party organizition kbould rest on
military discipline, with abaolute dla-
triet leaders subject to an unquestioned
ceatral authority, and with rewards to
vood mi.d fajthful workers, Tais is
simply an argument for arbitraty
gnvernment in general, and should the
system obtain in political parties, where



