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and minister to the sickock and afflicted
pouring the healing balm of consola-
tion into the wounded heart the
society organization isie so complete as
to extend its ramifications throughout
the entire church while its services
are not necessarily confined to it but
apply tcj all people within reach of its
benign operations

the mission of the society is god
given and beautiful it was appropri-
ately conferred as a special domain
upon the sisters of the church they
are better adapted by nature for it than
the sterner sex they are constitu-
tionallytionally more refined their tender
emotions are more intense and conse-
quently more readily awakened this
outsusceptibility isiseeesssentenVala to the practi-
cal application of charity dispensed in
detail where the minister has to come
in immediate contact with the recip-
ient of the exercise of benevolence
the bestowal of charity requires a del-
icacy which woman possesses in a
much higherbibber degree than man it
constitutes oneffone of her most conspicu-
ous charmscharm it is easy by a want of
this essential accompaniment of phil-
anthropyanth ropy to inflict pain upon the feel-
ings of the sensitive poor that almost
overbalancesover balances the value of a gift

As already stated thehe field of usefuseful-
ness

ul-
ness of the reliefbelief society widens as
time passes and thedie conditions of the
community change therethere are social
features now in existence that are
threatening in their character we
refer especially to the of
pride clawclass distinctions depardepartures
from even the semblance of a serious
view of the object of the present 1ifeI le
and other indications of the times
equally important they are opposed
to the genius of the Gosp eland diredirectlyetly
so80 to the spirit and intent of the reliefrallef
society this can be observed ai a
glance this organization abde all
others can wield a potent corrective

I1

influence upon certain unpromising
tendencies which are fraught with dan
ger to the saints

recently the venerable and respected
head of the relief society sister
zina A young made an exhortative
allusion to an approaching event
that illustrated the necessity of
a reformatory action against
ness referring to the anticipated de-
dicationdi in the near future of
the temple in this city she
spoke of the necessitynecee sity of the people
purifying themselves as a preparatory
process that god might accept that
noble structurecure there are certain
drifts that are not in unison with the
spirit of christ and are certainly not
of a nature to elicit the pleasure of the
lord hence the need of active in-
fluencesfluen ces being exercised against the
conditconditionsionn that threaten to divide in
place of the community
this labor comes within the pale of the
relief society aaaa help in the govern-
ment of the ecclesiastical body

the public celebration of thursday
was an extensiveexten elve affair it was pro-
bably participated in by the saints
in every part of the world where there
exists a branch of the church of any
magnitude as each of these divisions
have as a rule a relief society con-
nected with it As anticipation for-
ward points the view the miniminI1

naturally seeks to reach ahead anand
endeavor to grasp the conditions that
will prevail when the centennial an

nive roary of the societySolety shall be oelecele
the possibilities are however

too great for present human compre-
hension

PRESIDENT DIAZ

thimTHE fact that there is a colony of
latter day saints embracing a num-
ber of thriving settlements in mexico
will lend somewhat of a local interest
to the following sketch taken from an
exchange of the present president orof
that republic

the president of mexico is quite well
known in this country for many years
past gen porfilloPorfirlo diaz has been the fore-
most citizen of mexico his popularity
at home and the fame he enjoys abroad
have made hlahis name familiar in the
united states as the regenerator regen
aradorerador of a country which by its won-
derful natural resources is entitled to a
high place among the family of nationsanyone acquainted with the condition
of mexico fifteen years ago and with the
present state of affairs cannot but
acknowledge the great progress
achieved by mexico during the inter-
vening years and give credit to presi-
dent diaz above all others for the estab-
lishmentlishment and maintenance of that peace
and order which have enabled the country
to reach its present state of prosperitygen diaz says the new york tribune
is regarded by his countrymen aaa the
best president that mexico has ever had
when in 1887 he assumed the govern-
ment for the first time the country was
bankrupt mining and agriculture were
almost paralyzed revolutions and dis-
orders jeopardizing the lives and property
of peaceful citizens were of frequent oc-
currence in a word all was chaos and
confusion he started by applying en-
ergetic remedies to all these evils pun-
ishing the promoters of bevzrevolutionstlona
wherever they appeared and in a few
years succeeded in completely chushincrushing9
the lawless spirit in mexico once thisaccomplished he turned his attention to
the economical and commercial interests
of hisbis country

the career of president diaz is18 re-
markable at the age of eighteen after
securing a common school the
began the study of law but when almost
ready to be admitted to the bar enlisted
in the national guard of Oaxaca and went
to the front to oppose the tyrannical gov-
ernment of the dictator santa anna
from the beginning his military record
was spotless to this he added a series
of very lucky and successful victories
against the enemies of the liberty and
integrity of his country during the
war with france which led to the crown-
ing of maximilian of austria ass ememperoreror
of mexico he distinguished himselfhimself and
became one of the leading generals of
the republican army and the mostmoat re-
spected by the soldiers of napoleon III

when the republic was restored he re-
tired to private life in his country resi-
dence of ilala noria near the city of
oaxaca refusing all the honors which
heahe government of juarez was anxious

to confer upon him nevertheless dur-
ing his retirement his name was twice
brought before the mexican peopeopleae aa a
presidential candidate but was defeated
both times bsb juarez and by lerdo de
tejada in 1887 the people who longed
to reward the man who had done more
than anybody else to crush the empire
of Maximilian elected general diaz presi-
dent by a big majority but after some
juggling of votes he was deprived of the
trust conferred on him by the people and
lordolerdo de tejada was declared electedreelectedre
by the partisan mexican congress then
assembled this led to a4 popular revola

bionition which proving successful placed
general diaz in the presidential chairup to that time he was known as a suc-
cessful soldier nobody dreamed that he
should develop into a statesman of the
modern type suchstich proved to be thecase the energy and executive ability
which he displayed during his first presi-
dential term reflect much credit upon him
as a statesman and a patriotpatriot

in 1880 he retiresretired to private life to
giveawaygive his successor gen manuel
gonzales he did not remain a private
citizen very long as a year after he left
the presidency his native state ofoaxaca unanimously elected him gover-
nor which cehecelie held until called
again by the people to serve a second
presidential term from 84 to 88 theconstitution of mexico prohibited the
immediate reelectionelectionre to the presidency
but the mexican congress in 1887 think-
ing the continuance of president diaz in
power almost a necessity repealed that
clause and permitted him to bold a
second consecutive term this action of
thet e mexican congress met with the full
approval of f he people because the ques-
tion olof retaining gen diaz and the dis-tinguished men whom he hadbad called to
serve as his cabinet was of vital impor-
tance to the whole country for its contin
aed peace and prosperity y

PERILS OF THE REPUBLIC

ELUSELMS H ROBERTs assistant treas-
urer of the united states has written
atan articlearbicle on that subject he sayssaya
thatchat the spectresspec tres of disaster which I1 ap-
peared before washington in hishia fare-
well address have entirely faded from
view at the present time then the
oread of a military dictator was nat-
uralurn but in our day there is no man
mg enough to stand astride this
continent caviar cromwell and
napoleonNapo leoB with our environ
would sink into a mere petty jack the
gent killer the protest against a
third term for general grant rested on
the popular reluctance to change na-
tional traditions and not on a fear of
his sword and military prowess

danger from excess of party strife
was apprehended even in washington s
time but mr roberts asserts that our
generation has little to fear from that
source strife we have but not the
fierce political warfare of the federali-
sts and their opponents
slavery which at the inception of

theh 0 union displayed its malignant
front has been buried irlin carnage and
desolationJe sectionalism the ally of
minaveryaverypl though disappearing in name
exists in race prejudice anu makes
fraud its weapon against constitution
laws ballot manhood justice this
to will disappear as did the fear of

in the beginning as did
the fear of results from the bitter re-
criminationscrimi nations of adams and Jefrejefferson
as did slavery and the fear of a grant
dictatorship

mr roberts states that the immedi-
ate peril of the republic is militarism
in politics he cites richard
crokers article in the north american
teereviewview in which it is stated that a
party organicorganizationution rest on
military discipline with absolute dis-
trict

die-
trict leaders subject to an unquestioned
central authority and with rewards to
rood aid faithful workers toistale is
simply an argumentigent for arbitrary
government in general and should the
system obtain in political parties where


