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of error and folly of the ages, and|time, as the circumstances of the|when It was not on the earth, as to.

made bare the rocks of truth, on which
to found anew the Gospel of the Son
of God and the Church of Christ. There
is to me something splendid in this; a
conception far above the daring of
man; a thing which of itself smacks
of heaven. Yet this message to man-
kind comes with no new Gospel, It
comes merely proclaiming a restora-
tion of the old faith, and ministering
the old ordinances of salvation. It
conies with the same Church organ-
zatlon, and with the same means gf sal-
vation for the children of men. It com-
mande the worship of no new Ged; it
presents no new Redeemer; for it is
written, and truly {s it said, that there
is no name given among men whereby
we may be saved, but the name of
Jegus Chriat. There is no other Gospel
by which men may be saved. Paul sajid:
‘“Though we or an angel from heaven
preach any other Gospel unto yvou than
that whieh we have preached unto you,
let him be accursed.” .

No new Gospet then 18 to be pro-
claimed even by an angel from heaven.
And if Joseph 8mith had come teach-
Ing another Gospel, or a new Re-
deemer. his message would have heen
vain, for all men would have known
it to be untrue. But men departed from
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. They
Etrayed from It8 ordinances, and taught
for doctrine the ecommandments of
men; they lost the divine authority
which gave them the right and power
to speak and act In the name of God,
and henece there waR A necessity for
these things to be restored to the chil-
dren of men, and this first vision of
Jomseph S8mith'sR was the commencement
of the restoration of the Gospel, That
1a, 1t was the first atep in that direc-
tion; it prepared the way.

This revelation which I have just re-
ferred to waa followed by & number of
others, by whieh the authority to bap-
tize men for the remisslon of sins was
restored; by which the Holy Apostle.
ship was conferred unon Joseph Smith
and others through the personal minjs-
try of Peter. James and John, the three
who in the lifetime of the S8on of God
posseszed a peculiar distinction from
the rest of the Apastles, being more
Immediately the companions of the
Lord Jesus Christ, and upon whom He
conferred the keyns of the kingdom, the
power to act for Him and to teach His
truth—they came, I say, and restored
the Holy Apostleship. The resatoration
of that Apostleship empowered the
men receiving it to teach the Gospel

and to establish the Church of Christ|

in all the world. The Church received
revelation upon revelation, precept upon
precept, here a little and there a little,
according as the Saints were strong
enough to reeelve it, and the result is,
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints possesses all the ordinancea
of salvation; all the meanm of grace
whieh God gives to men; all the means
of panctity: and possesses every mark

and characteristic essential to the
Church of Chriat.
Does the Church of Christ requlire

that it shall have the mark ¢f Onenesa?
Behold it In this Church. One Church.
one head! Though there are churches
established in the islands of the sea, In
Europe.in the various states of America.
in Iceland, anywhere, yvet are they not
geparate and distinet churches, but
branches and parts of this one church.
Twice each year, In this Tabernacle,
the honts of Israel assemble, and with
uplifted hands we witness to each oth-
er that we sustain before the heavens
and the earth the Prophet. Seer, the
Revelator, and President of the Church
of Jesua Chriat of Latter-day Bainta
in all the world. And there 13 no
branch of the Church s¢ remote but
what his asuthority Is8 acknowledged
there; and from all parts of the earth
the eves of the Saints are turned here
for the word of God, and from time to

4 universal Chureh, extendlng the =wide

Church have needed it, the word of
God hath been given. All Israel ac-
cepts that word. When It comes, the
end of controversy 18 reached—all ques-
tions are settled. If anywhere the wa-
ters have bheen troubled, at the word
of the Lord through the Prophet, be-
hold, the tumult subsldes, and peace
relgns. One! One in spirit, One In
the fact that no part of it considers
itself detached from the body of Christ,
and no part eonsiders itself beyond the
reach of the influence and authorfty of
the great Head of the Chureh which God
hath establlshed. For He has com-
manded His Church to recelve the
word of His mouthpiece as His own
word, and promises that this shall be
the sheet-anchor of the Church's safety,
and the means by and through whieh
she shall arise superior to all difficulties
and shall be established in the earth,
Buch is the Oneness of the Church of
Christ.

Is Holinesa demanded a8 a mark of
the true Church of Christ? If so, find
it In the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Sainta in the fact that she
teaches a holy doctrine; in the fact
that she holds the meana by which
holiness is Iimparted, through the
ordinances of the Gospel, to the mem-
bers of the Church. Such is her Holi-
ness.

Is Universality a mark of the true
Chureh of Christ? Yes, 80 we learn.
Then behold it here In the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, a

world over, and excluding all others to
the eclaim of being the Church of
Christ, everywhere extending, and her
authority universal. So that she por-
gesseth this characteristic of the Church
of Christ, and in a larger degree than
any other church—for this reason:. The
Gospel she teaches and the aunthority
she elaims not only pertains to the gen-
.eration now living, but to the past and
to the future generations of men. The
Chureh of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Baints stands here in the dispensation
of the fullness of timeg, in the which
God has decreed that He would gather
together all things In one, both in
heaiven and on earth, even in Him,
Christ Jesus. Were there pecullar pow-
ers and keys of authority held in the
days of the Patrlarchs? Yes. The
great personages that held those pow-
ers came to the Prophet who stands
at the head of this dispensation, Joseph
Smith, and hestowed those keys of au-
[thOrity and powers upon him. Did
Moses possess the keys of the gather-
ing of Israel and the restoration of the
tribes of Isrmel to their lands? Yes;
and he came to the Temple of Ged in
Kirtland and yielded up his keys of
power and authorlty, so that the great
head of the Chureh teday holds in his
hands thig power once possessed by
that mighty servant of God, and we
are working to aecomplish the gather-
ing of Israel, the restoration of Israel
to the lands prem!sed unto the fathers.

Did the Prophet Elijah hold pecullar
kevys of power In his day? Yes;
keys by which the hearts of the chil-
dren are turned to the fathers, and the
hearts of the fathers turned to the ¢hil-
dren., And the Lord promised before
the great and terrible day of His
judgment shonld eomeé He would send
the Prophet Elijah, and the object of
his misslon should be the turning of
the hearts of the fathers to the children
and of the children to the fathers,
lest the whole earth should be amitten
with a curse at the glorloua coming of
Malachi IV: 5-8. And

the Lord.

those keys were bestowed * upon
Joseph Smith, and are now
held by the great head of the

Church, Wilford Woodruff, his legal sue-
cessor, Beho!d the power restored
which shall make the Gospel of the Son

of God effective to all the generations
of men as well to those who have lieved

those living when divine authority was.
on the earth, and the merey of God
by thls means shall be extended unto
all men—that is, the opportunities g’
recelving the Gospel shall be extend..
ed unto all men, whether they have
lived In former ages or now, 2

This restored Gospel also looks into
the tuture. It anticipates the coming
of the Sgn of God In glory, and to the
Church has been given the work of
preparing the inhabitants of the earth
for the glorious coming of Jesus Chrisf
As the ocean uitimately recelves into its
bosom all the streams of earth. so thip:
diapensation of the fullness of times
opened through the revelatlons of God
to Joseph Smith, receives from all form-
er dispensations, keys of power and au-
thority by which all things ghall be
gathered together in this dispensation.
of the fullness of tlmes. A uynivers
Church, this Church of Jesys Christ of
Latter-day Saints, most truly! ‘

Do the terms which deperibe thé
Church of Christ demand that she shall
be Apostolic—that is, that she shall re-
celve organization from Apostolie au-
thority? If so, then behold the Church:
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saintaj
the mosat Apostolic of all the churches,
that exist; for the reason that §t was .
Peter, James and John who conferred
the holy Apostleship upon the head of
the Prophet Joseph, and he upon oth-
erg: so that this power is here, and.
the keys thereof, and the authority td
establish the Chureh of Christ by di-
rect Apostolic authority is restdent fn
the Prophet of God who wag ealled to
this work

Here then stande the Chureh of.
Chriat. with these powers, with thig
commiersion to preach the Gospel in all *
the world. To me, my brethren an
sisters. her claims are conslstent, her: ‘
strength resistless, her future glorious,
and her triumph shall yet be splendid.
There 1a no question in my mind as to
where the Church of Christ . T fnd.
her, the bride of the Lamb of God, here,
and I find her atrength tottomed in
the declarations of God: that Ye, thé '
Righteous Judge of the whole earth,
hath declared Himeelf concerning the °
contending =seets that exiat In the,
world, that they are not His Chureh *
or Kingdom—that they teach for doc-:
trine the eommandmentz of men. But
God hae restored His Gospel. re-estab-
lished ITis Church, and given to men
divine authority to speak and admin-
ister in Hiz name. And who shall pre-
vail againgt the Church of God that
He hath thus established and founded’
in the truth?

But. notwithstanding our own as-
syrance of the truth of these mattera, .
we very naturally turn te such faets® °
of history or prophecy that will ald us
in presenting these truths to our fel-,
Jow men; for to this end have they
been glven to us, that i8 to teach them
to our fellow men, We stand, ar a ¢coOm-,
munity, in the same position that the
Apostle Pnul stood in as an fndividual.
He said, “Woe I8 me, If I preach not the
Gospel of Christ!” So with us: Woe
be unto us iIf we preach not these glad:
tidings of the Gorpel of the Bon of God
restorerd! The responsibllity of bear-
ing witnegs to the truth rests upon us;
and we eannot walt untl! we become,
as a community, learned in the philos-
ophles of the world. or skllled orators.
The affairs of God ery haste. and
apeed must answer them, And as in
former times, a8 I rerd at the opening
of my remarks. In the Seripture. God
took the weak things of the earth With
which to accomplish Hir purposes. so
now He has chosen the weak things of?
the world; men whore preaching and
whose wordse stand nut in the wisdom
that the knowleder of the world teach-
es, but stand In the power of God. He
must uphold His word; He must sus-
tajn His servants, else they shall never
be able to perform the task before

“



