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OHRISTMAS, 1878.

ONCE more we approach the day
celebrated in the foremost nations
as the anniversary of the Redeém-~
er’s birth. By a doubtful chronolo-
gy, Christmas day is established on
she 25th of December. But so far
as Lhe event commemorated is eon-
eerned, the actual day of its occur-
rence is net so important as the
faot 1tself. Jesus of Nazareth was
barn into the world, and his advent
was signalized by the melody of

— s

to lay bands on many persons
in suceession., That one Elder could
administer to over four hundred

- | souls, all affieted with that loath-
X, is cer- | tian ministers ;, and

some disease, the small-po

_{tainly an event out of the common

way, and an evidence that more
than mortal power sustained him
during the tryiog ordeal. Let the
glory be ascribed to God, and may
faith increase among the Saints of
every tribe and tongue!
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OUR ' “QOHRISTIAN REGENER-
ATORS.”

THE Rocky Mountain Christian
Advecate for December, eontains

| an article, entitled “Utah’s Great

Need,” and the report of a sermon
on **“The Perversion of Religion,”

| The latter is merely a peg on which
| to hang misrepresentations of the

Latter-day Saints, and excuses for
atfacks upon their leading menjthe

sagels. The star of his nativily former is a disguised plea for the
shone brightly in the heavens and editor’s staple industry—the collec-

guided thé Magi to the place of his

birth., It would be well if the ex-|
| discourse are entirely unwarranted

siet date of our Lord’s entrance into
"mertal scenes could be positively

tion of money.
The statements advanced in the

by any reliable evidence, and some

demonstrated, but the month and | of them are in direct opposition to

the day are a secondary
tion In view of the grand results of
H1s homble appearing.

No rpemun
the face of
saeh a record, or left sach indeli-
ble marks upon the pages of its
history as Jesus, the Son of Mary,
who opened his eyes upon this
loewer world in a stable. When
wes econsider that his active minis-
terial laboers were comprehended in

the brief space of about three and a
Ralf years,and then view the infla-

considera- | faots now well known in this com-

munity, They are presented for

born of a woman upon outside Eﬂﬁt, and to kmp up the
this planet bas made | erroneous impressions which exist

abroad in relation to the peopie of
this Territory. . They ar¢ so sur-
rounded with professions of piety
and good will as to convey the idea,
to superficial readers, ‘that the
preacher was imbued  with

a mest Christian spirit. But when
the cant of the sermon is com

efioe of his name and teachingsupon ['with itg malice, the animus and

the ring races of the earth,
after the elapse of nearly nineteen

eenturies, we are led to marvel
shd, apart from the light of divine
revelation, to say,surely this Being
was something more than man,
But view him'as men may—as
Beity incorporated, or as an exalt-
ed type of refined mortality, we
may all rejoice that he lived and, |
throwing to the wintry winds our
different minor epinions, upite in

a peneral celebration of the glori-
our event, and in the exercise or

e e

that charity which he taught by
example and by precept.

I.et peace and good will abound.
Liet brotherly Kkindness prevail
poor be fed and comforted.
Let the storms of passion be calmed |
at 'his whisper, and the waves nfl
wrath “be still.” Forgive the er-
ring, receive thé penitent, advance
to grasp the hand of reconciliatien,
drop petty strifes into the depths
¢t oblivion. “ Whatsoever ye would
that ‘men should do to you, dc ye
even ‘so to them.,” And sensing
the great, Christ-taught trath thac
God is the Father of our race,

view all mankind as brethren.
" We cordially extend to our read-
ers in general, and our §patrons in
particular, the usual complimen
of the seasopn, and hope that, in the
fullest sense of the words,Lhey may
afl enjoy a merry Christmas, and
have abundant reasons for the com-
mencement of a prosperous and
happy New Year.

A CASE UNPARALLELED.

ts | tion of the

l

lot is cast among a peculiar peo
who claim to Le saints, par excel- | of their own mouths they may be

however

arent. For

hypocrisy are clearly a
immﬁe,‘ take the ,aml:gted quota-

tions;

“Let our motto be, Good will to
the people, but en-ending hostilisy
to the despotic and erroneous sys-
tem that degrades them.”

Contrast this with the following
extracte:

“In the

vidence of God our
ple

w-dior viadog v fiavo 1 yormunoL

ligion is Lhe only

their leaders; their patience under
repeated indiguities, including the
provocations and bodily sufferings

 ioflicted  upon them by *'Chris-
¢Christian’
mobs; their Iindustry, fortitude,
faith in God, and trust in the over-
ruling hand of Providence; are
standing evidence of the falsity of
their accusers. . . SRS PR

Now it will be observed that the
above pious attacks are all made

ltl.in.alé r?h:i “Bﬂn%”; t;nd not
agains nciples. Yet the speak-
er . prgfusaﬁ good will to

the people, and hostility only
to the system, He cites nothing
from our recognized standards of
faith, but heaps slander upon indi-
viduals., He does it all too, in the
position of a “Christian” i A
Is not this “‘perversion of religion?”
If there is anything more startling
than the inconszistency and shame-
less mendacity of some of these
pretended champions 0 the cross,
it is their unblushing impudence.
They come into a Territory for the
express purpose of attacking the
people who settled it and built it
up, and then complain of *“‘a war-
fare thrust upon them*” They have
met with the utmost toleration,and
in instances pecuniary as-
sistance from the people whom
they assail, and_yel they have the
hardihood to talk. of a warfare
thrust upon them. Ifa few **Mor-
mon” wmissionaries were to push
their way into a community com-
pused of Methodists or Presbyteri-
ans and make repeated personal at-
tacks on their lives, character and
doetrines, would the intruders meet
with anything like the courtesy,
forbearance and charity which the
“Mormons’’have manifested to their
avowed enemies? We think not.
We have oot forgoiten the times
when howling mobs of armed fa-
natics, led by Methodist and Pres-
byterian preachers, fired our houses
and barns, laid waste our grain-
fields, ravished helpless women
whipped, tortured and murd
our brethren and ht to “*propa-
gate'! their ““religion” and destroy
ours by brute force.. And we recog-
nize the same spirit which prompt-
ed those SBatanic outrages, in the
malicious attacks of similar preach-
ers without the power to take simi-
lar action. Their oily professions
amount to nothing but a fraud. Out
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T
direet from Godj and that their re- | we refer may be taken as a sample
true religion. | of pretended ‘‘good will” and ac-

And yel you canuot name a crime, | tual malice. Is not our last guota~-

atrocious and bloody,

tion from the er's discourse

which has not been committed in | singularly applicable to his own

the name of this religion, and by | case? _

the sanetion, if not by the explieit
direction of those who oceupy

The article on “Utah’s Great

the | Need,” refers to education. The

highest positions in this pecaiiar | meaning of it all is rather difficult

ﬁhurﬂh.'-l ' i .

‘‘But a warfare is positively thrust | ‘**“mountains
upon us by Mormon officials, who | Utah,
rate an- | to
barbarism, and overthrow | tor
and religion, | ignerance existing

are striving
cient
liberty, morality
while all the time appropriating to

themselves the name of *‘saints.”’
%* » % 8 ancll #

to reinauga

to discover, except that there are
. of ignorance” in
and’ money is wanted
remove them. The edi-
gives the best proof of the
ithere in o::
quarter, by his own remarkable p
duction. = Mis-spelled, disjointed,
ridiculously punctuated, and: so

‘““Furthermore, a eareful observa- | badly arranged that much of it is

proceedings of the

wonsense, it is a censpicuous speci-

courts in this Territory reveals the
startling fact that when his own

interest is involved, the average | come
Mormon has no regard whatever | deery

for the sacred obli

men of the ignorance and assump-
tion of the c¢lass of men who

here to  villify and
us, belittle our eflorts to edu-

gation of an oath. | cate all classes of the community,

Heuce, if they should ever obtaiu | and who, while giving themselves

control of the courts of this Terri-

tory, what chance would a non-
Mormon have of receiving his judi-
cial and legal rights?”

To account for this assumed de-

WE publish in this issue of the | pravity, he says:

NEws an account of a most re-

““It i3 still possible for men to sell

markable experience among the|themselves to do the work of the
Zuni Indians. We do not think it | devil, and then have the aundacity

bas a paraliel, either among the
Apcient or medern records of the
power of ‘faith.  The" prophet

to call their diabolism by the name
of “religion.” . ) &
AN this abuse of the ‘members

Joseph administered to great num- | and officials of a Church whose

bers of the sick in the early days§of

Nauvoo, going from house to house
-and bidding the fevered patients

arise ‘‘in the name of the Lord.” |

Scores of them were healed at his
word or bis touch and arose in
beaith and wigor, giving thanks
and to Jehovah.” Astonish-
ing tokens of the divine blessing
through the.] on'of the hands
of the Elders vthen: witnessed
in every land where they have
presched the ‘*gospel of the king-
dom.” But we have never seen or
heard of so great

administered to by one man in a|above extracts,

single day and with

| such almost
uniform wesults. :

Those who have been accuatnﬁbd ly re

F

doctrine and spirit he evidently
Enows nothing about, is hurled at.
them in a sermon sn ““The Perver-
sien of Religion.” The preacher
glvm as one of his propesitions, *‘It
perverted when men ‘Undertake
to propogate it by force.” We will
suggest an other for hisown private
consideration, and that of his eol-
leagues who make the ‘¢ Mormons™
the constant target for their arrows
of untruth: ‘It is perverted when

meR undertake to propagate it b
falsehood,” There is l::‘ truth ii

numbers being | any of the asertions made in the |

All the reliable
evidence shows to the contrary of
these accusations. They are mere-
petitions of groundless slander.

~4{o attending to theordinance of the | The recordsof the courts disprove

—

' i?: |
the tail

< ’ the patie
haw d ﬁatingi :

for the siek, know how )them,
bes.oul” of a man when |;*Mormonism’ are op

The letter; and spirit of
posed to the

 is great,and | crimes alleged against its followers.
0 the system | The lives of the ‘““Mormens’ and |

ridiculous  airs of superiority over
the ‘‘uneducated Mormons,”. are
themselves destitute of anything
but a smattering of surface learn-
ing. Any school bop fifteen, years
old who could not produce better
compositions than the editorials in
the R. M. Chrisiian .Advocafe,
would be considered below medio-

crity in many of our common dis

triet schools.

We advise the preacher who pre-
tends good will to the Saints.and
preves it by attacking them with
gross untruth and bitter attempts
at sarcasm, to obtain, if, poﬁhla,
a little of the spirit oi the Naza-
rene, before exhibiting himself as a
teacher of His religion, and the
subscription-gathering editor to go
to a might school for & while, or, as
he puts it, ‘‘cast about for the faci-
lities of a highber education’ before
charging otbers with igporance
and essaying again to write on the
subject of education as ‘‘the great
w‘ﬂt ﬂf Utﬂhl”

—‘--—-—*—-ﬂ-*

REVELATION AND THE GREAT
- PYRAMID.

WE direct attention to an arlicle
in this issue, on the Great Pyramid
of Upper Egypt. -Although this
subject is familiar toa certain class
of scientists and philesophers, and

v vy

{ valaable  little

much has been written upon it dur-
ing the last 20 years, comparatively
few ot the general public have
even heard of the theories which
are classed under the title of Pyra-
midal Religion. = To the brief his-
tory of the rise of the religion of
the pyramids contained in the arti-
¢le referred to, we add that, In 1859
Mr. John Taylor, publisher, of
Gower BStzeét, London, wrote a
book, entitled,*“The Greatl Pyramid,
Why it was Built,"and 'Who Built
It?”" This work contaiced an epi-
tome of the various investigations
and measurements that bhad been
made, the aunthor deducing there-
from several conclusions worthy of
consideration, ameng them beéing
the theory that the height of the
Pyramid was intended to bear te
double the” length of the base, the
exact ratio of the diameter to the
circumference of a circle; that the
length of the base side was equal in

pyramid inches to the nuwmber of
days in a solar year; that the pyra-
mid inch was the one-ten-mil-
Jonth part of the semi-polar di-
ameter of the earth; that the pyra-
mid cubit was the same as the
sacred cubit of the -Hebrews; that
the height of 'the pyramid repre-
sented the distance of the sun from
ube earth; and that the structure
was the work of a man under the
influence of the same inspiration as
moved upou the Biblieal prophets.

The researches of Professor Smyth
were prompted by Mr. Taylor's
book, that gentleman at his death
having bequeathed his work to the
Professor, who spent several
months at the Great Pyramid, in
1864-5, making careful measure-
ments. He received a letter which
suggested some farther ideas thau
were advanced by Mr. Taylor. An
Istaelite named Menpzies, writing
from Bocotland, argued that if the
Pymmid was the work of Divine
insp _representing certain
epochs in the past and future his-
tory of the world, there should be
some line or mark, to establish the
theory, and 2170 B. C. being the
date fixed for the construction of the
Pyramid, 2,170 pyramid inches
back from the Grand Galiery, ;n.id

that line or mark ought to be fnuunzf
Professor Smyth renewed his mea-
surements and

| was astounded and
awe-struck by the discovery of two
fine linfs onm the stone, made as he
says, ‘““by a master h&nd." He
published . the work referred to in
the article several years before the
date there given, and fgllowed it in
1867 with his beok, "Our Inherit-
ance in the Great Pyramid,” which
went through three editions, the
latest being published in 1876, It
isin this that the prophetic char-
acter of the strugture is urged with
the greatest foree. A summary of
these investigations and the dedue-

tions therefromm has been written

Ly Dr. Joseph Seiss, with some ad-
ditional eviden of the sacred
character of the Pyramid, under the
title of ‘A Miracle in Stone,” and
published, we believe, by FPorler
and Coates of FPhiladelpbia. Bo
much in addition to the article,
concerning the rise and progress of
pyramidal religion. We now pto-
ceed to make a few remarks on the
probable origin of the pyramid, the
ideas which prevail concernicg

elchisedec, and other conclusions
of writers on this subject.

The Latter-day Saints are some-
what acquaioted with -a partisl
translation of the ¢The Book
of .- Abraham,” centained in a
w published
at this office, ca the Pearl of
Great Price.” I
certain revelations from God teo
Abraham concersing the origin ef
the earth, the governing planets of

the universe, and various astrono- _:j ntel e Sl o
jections to Lh ter would apply
|equally to the former. P-The mys-

mical and metrical facts unknown
to mankind at that time and nnI!
imperfectly understood at present.
The papyrus from which these
transiations were made was taken
from a mummy  brought frﬂﬁn
Egypt and exhibited M. H.
Cnandler in various parts of the
United 8 and ultimately sold
to.Joseph Smith, the Prophet.

It is an established fact that Abra-
ham went into pt, and was
treated there with great distinctioa.
“Profane’’ history corroborates sa-
cred history on that point. We
learn from this work that the as-
trouomical communications made
te Abraham through the Urim and
Thummim, were given to him of
the Lord before he went into pt
that- he might (‘declare all these

and that the time of the dispe

In this we learn of | visit. to

worde,”” It is maintained by many
learned writers on the religions of
ancient nations that theEgy ptians,
amidstall their idolatry ;showed ac-
aintance with the monotheistic

u '
goctﬁne, which became the distin-

guishing feature of Judaism. We
take the follo from an article
on “Moses and Monuments*

translated by E. A, Washburne,
for the January Sunday A /ternoon,
from the German ot Henrich
Brugsch: W e,
“*The religions monuments of the
old Egyptians, whether on. répords
of rock or {rail papyrus-leaf, give
us the ntmTt teSstimony that the
sublime truth of the unity of God

‘was well known to the masters of
{:riagtlx; Jearning; and that their
ich, ma world of deities in

animal form was only the covering
or the distortion of this doctrine,
origioally pure, and afterward pre-
served in the mysteries, ' The doc-
trineef one God was revealed only
to the initiated, and in the obscure
office of*the dead was placed in s
written roll. within the tomb, as a
last passport. The name of the one
God is not mentioned within these
rolls, but enly circumscribed in the
deep worde: ‘Nuk pu nuk, ‘I am
that Iam.” Whoe oot here
recall at once the e words in
Exod. iil,, 14, in which God names
himself to Moses and tim_n children
of; Israel; words which in their
Hebrew form Jahveh, and aceord-
ing to the misunderstood expres-
sion, Jehovah, have the same
meaging as that sentence, Nuk pu
nuk, ‘I am that I am?’”

For turther information on this
subtject read the article
“*Toe Book of Abraham” by Elder
George Reynolds, now being pub-
lisbed in chapters in this paper,

We are firmly of the opinion that
the original architect of the Great
Pyramid was no less a person than

raham, the ‘‘father of the faith-
ful’’ and *“the friend of God.” He
it was who planted in the FEgyptian
mind correct ideas concerning the
truae God. He it was who communi-
nicated te them the principles of
time measurement, the astral and
solar distances and relations,and the
perlods of the great epochs of the
world. Reference to the fac-simile
of the oircular hieroglyphical cut,
and other portions ef the Pear] of
Great Price will support this view

of the case. . We make one quota-
tlon cnerefrom,--in regard to the
cubic prineiple of time measure-
ment, which was adopted by the
bnilders of the Pyramid:

“¥ig. 1l.—XKolob, signifying the
first creation, nearest to {hagmlue-
tial, or residence of God.  First ip
government, the last pertaining to
tbe measurement of time. The
measurement according to celestial
time, which celestial time signifies
one day to a cubit.  One day in
Kolob 18 equal toa thousand years,
aceording to the measurement of
Lhis earth, which is called by the

Egyptians Jah-oh-eh.”

Objection might be made to our

view of this matter, Vecause the
date of the building of the Pyramid
is set down at B, C, 2,170, while
uhe present Bible chronology gives
B. C. 1,921 as the time when Abra-
ham weat into Egypt. But it will
be observed. that this chromology
does mot claim absolute accuracy,
. ; r-ion
frem the Tower of Babel is placed
by pyramidal measurement at B,
C. 2,628,and in the Bible, the build-
ing of the Tower at B, C. 2,247,
Making allowance for the time be-
tw?an t.l:lnzI builld;i_ng_ and the scat-
tering, the discrepancy will be
about the same as in the other in-
stance. The pyramid dates being
more probably ,mﬂf than the
doubtful chronology inserted in the
Seriptu the date of Abrabham’s
ptigoverned, thereby,
would coincide w th the time of the

mencement of the Pyramid.
elchisedec and Abraham were
rary. . Chronological ob-

afy that surrounds the personage
of Melchisedec arises from imper-
fections in the wording of the re-
ﬁ{f“ to him in the lé.:splﬁla tothe
Hebrews. The words . “witbout
father, without mthg;l;'ewlzhuut
descent, having neither beginning
of days nor end of life,” étc,, apply
pot to the man but to the priest-
hood he held. He was sinply
the King of Salem and a High
Priest . after .the . order of
the Som of G;d,__-.hyt eﬂh is

everlasting or ot depen-
?lnﬁtupon deﬂceut,ei'ika the Levi-
tical priesthood was .in olden
times, and he who held it “abideth

a priest continually.” The. shep-

“herd prince mentioned by Herodo-

on -




