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er sent him to tetabllih a book busi-
ness In California, in which he was
successful. The death of Mr. Der-
by made a change in the business
and In 1856 the firm of H. H. Ban-
croft & Co., book sellers and pub-
lisher?, on Montgomery Street, neat
Merchant, In Ban Francisco, was
eminently successful.
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the lame amount of interesting ma
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of the country which was apparent-
ly unhtededJ Instinctively he be-

gan to gather and preserve it. A
uucleus of 75 volumes was obtained
from his shelves at once. Then he
began in earnest to collect a Pacific
Coast library, which should contain
every ihng obtainable relating In
any way to that portion of North
America lying west of the Rocky
Mountains, from the Isthmus of
Panama to Behrintr Btrait.
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worthy of careful study, particu-
larly the earliest portions of the
Mexican press, and the first books
printed in California.

; When Mr. Bancroft jgave to the
world the first fruits of his literary
toil, the magnitude of the under-
taking, and the great labor of which
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lumbia he obtained about all that
were in existence. Ttieu he went
east and to Kurope to &ee whatcould
be gathered there'; and this be did
many times, and with much dili-
gence.. From the Andrade sale, la
Leipsic, of the Mexican collection
intended by Maximilian ss the
foundation of an Imperial library,
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world; ana noc oniy - tnis, ou tne
author's faithful research, fair treat-
ment of other writers cited, modest
pretensions, and graceful, vigorous
literary style won for him the
warmest praise from scholars on
every side. No work of Its solid
class In the past fifty years has been
so extensively and so favorably re-

viewed by the critics at home and
abroad..':
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It is clearly evident , to every In-

telligent person that the creation of
this Library was an Important event
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went on with tho History of the
Pacific &tafc,carrylng It to success-
ful compilation." This indeed, is a
series of full and complete histories,
from: the coming of Europeans to
the present time, and comprises
Central America, Mexico, New
Mexico and Arizona, California,
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thing appioaching it in oilginalily,
value and magnitude has ever been
accomplished in America, even by
a State, a government or a society.
Bath business and Library having
assumed considerable proportions,
in 1869 Mr. Bancroft erected a Urge
building- - on Market Street, and
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nned, are mostly written, ana wm
appear after the "History" has been
put forth, and all at the rate of
three or four volumes a year. '
I Now we ask in all earnestness and
honesty, ought not these literary
undertakings of Mr. Bancroft to
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ed about 16,000 volumes, gathered at
Immense labor and expense from all
parts cf , the world, and in all lan-gauge- s.

Many original manuscripts
with copies in existence. Many
ve;y valuable and interesting books

Jewels of literature, so nearly lost
in the debris of revolutions.

But, after all, valuable as this ma-
terial might be in itself, and for gen
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erations to come, it could be of pres-ent practical benefit to but compara-
tively few In its original crude con-
dition. It was not until after several
years ,bad elapsed from the begin-
ning of the collecting, nor until the
Library numbered over 12.000 vol
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umes tnat Mr. Bancroft entertained
serious thoughts of authorship. But
during the process of collecting
there had arisen in him a strong de-
sire for production. He wished da-

ring his lifetime to see his collection
utilized. By the year 1803 this desire
became so strong in him that he de-
termined to place in Ms brother s
hands the active management of
the mercantile business, retaining
his interest in it nevertheless and
to devote the remainder of his life
to literary pursuits.It seemea due to science, to history
and to philosophy, that information
concerning a new and rapidly de
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