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EDITORIALS: | e eston il ifs periods and
o ' m— | POse, mnother comes forth by
THE WORLD

!Creatur’ﬂ works never cease, but as

pur-
the
wer of the Almighty, whose spirit

"y C
TION AND THEL

SHORTLY after  the lectures deliver-
ed in this city by Mr. Proctor, the
eminent i astronomer, we offered!

some evidences of the Divine Hand
in the order and government of the
stellar universe, and of the necessity
of revelation as a guide to science:
We also touched on the formation of
worlds from a scriptural standpoint,
and promised to return to the sub-

Echtfrl:nmm ly in relation to their }

According to the theory of the
best -asfronomers including Mr.
Proctor, the worlds, like their inhab-
itants; are creatures of time and na-
ture; subject todecayand death, and
d : in their changes, from
short-lived humanity ehiefly by the
periods in which they pass to their |
doom. ~While a few decades com-
prehend the brief earreer of a mortal
many millions of ages roll away be-
fore the living globes become defunct
and ineapable of supporting animal
or vegetable organisms. But the
same - event ° hap to al ‘in
their season, and the=ndeath
of a world as the decease
of a human being is but a question
of time. :

The moon is described as a dead
world, destitute of water, without
an atmosphere and animated by no
living thing. Mars isi believed to
be in the stage of itude, ad-
vancing towards its end, but still

able to support life, and with many | there are many

A - i

conditions somewhat similar
those of our globe. Venus' is still
nearer in likeness to Earth,and other
planets are in their earlier stages,
while the Sun, though older than all
of; our system in yvears, is yetin its
infantile condition, its immense size
requiring a vastly ' longer period for
the cooling process than any of its
circling family of planets and their
satellites. 1 W
Science, : 8o called, makes such
grievous mistakes, the established
theories of one age being often dis-

proved in another, that the question

I

in and through them all, and who

discern them all to their inmost
‘depths, every atom being clear to his
omniscient gaze; that.a man quick-
ened by this spirit can measurably
behold them on the divine principle;
that the worlds are peopled with tne
ofispring ‘ of Deity In their vari-
ous stages of progress towards divine

ection..

“The infinitude of stars which mod-
ern discoverers by mieans of improved
telescopes has brought into nofice,
and which writers and lecturers try
so hard to bring to some extent wi: h-
in the eomprehension of the multi-
‘tude, is graphieally described in a
few words by Enoch, who lived in
the earliest times known to the Ad-
amie race. /' When gazing upon the
numberless ‘orbs in the vast domains
of the Eternal he exclaimed:

*“And ‘were it ible that man
could number the part:icles of the
earth, vea and millions of earthslike
this, it would not be a beginning to
the number of thy creations; and
thy eurtains are stretched out still.”

'These grand ideas were made
known through the Prophet Joseph
Smith, who has been proclaimed an
ignoramus by learned divines, Yet
there are truths proclaimed in the
revelations he brought forth, and
that too at 8 time and in a region
when the recent discoveries of as-
tronomical science were not diffused,
which arein advance of the learning
of his age and will give a key to the
unlocking of many mysteries of
creation. According to his doctrine
worlds that have
passed away by the word of God’s
power, having filled their mission in
the universe. Some uf them de-
stroyed by fire, may have formed
fragmentary portions of newly
organized globes, and have no doubt
been a puzzle to the geologists
in their computation of the ages re-
quired to effect the conditions exist-
ing ' when examined But the earth
on which wedwell i8 6ne of the'orbs
that will not perish. It will pass
through the ordeals set for the
worlds, and will survive. The fiery
trial will not destrcy it; but prepare

naturally arises in the midst of, its | it for higher econditions and for a

calculations, and deductions,and al-
Jeged demonstrations, what are the
facts in regard to the worlds? 1Is it
true that any of them die? And if
80, do they perish for ever? Here is.
shown the need of something more

than human research and natural
reason.  One look at the material

universe in the light of eternal

ife, and with the eyes of the im-

mortal spirit quickened by the rays

from the Eternal Sun, will disclose

more than all the monster telescopes

of modern fimes, and unfold more

than all the stuadies of ages. But is

there any such revealing power, and

has any mortal ever been =0 blessed
as to receive sach manifestations?
Yes, the power exists and all beings
are more or less susceptible to its in-

fluences; but some are naturally of
easier impression than others, while
a few have been filled with the di-
vine illumination and have gazed

upon the creatious of God in their

immensity, variety and beauty, be-
holding not only their surfaces, but
descrying the very particles of which

they are com as well as their

inhabitants, and their motions, and

their glory.

Among those favored persons were
Enoch, Abraham and Moses. It
was by the spirit of revelation that
Moses wrote the account we have
on record concerning the beginning
of this earth. By 1he same spirit
Abraham obtained his knowledge of
the heavenly bodies which history
says he taught to the Egy% 3
And by that eternal essence Enoch
saw the innumerable hosts of
stars, and suns, and systems, which
glitter in the firmament and move
in their immensity in the boundless
regions of = without a discord
or a jar. The record of the manifes-
tations to those ancient worthies
was lost to mankind, but has been
measurably restored through that
great Seer and Prophet of the latter
times, Joseph Smith, and a portion
of it can be found in *“The Pearl of
Great Price. ,

From this we learn that the
worlds, created by the power of God,
through faith acting on matter, do
have their  times and seasons and
then some of them pass away; that
they are governed by fixed !aws;
that one system revolves round
another, the higher governing the
lower, and all sustaining reiation-

~ships to each other as to the tiues of
their revolutions, the periods of their
continuance and their. general con-

higher order of inhabitants, The
astronomers’ doctrine of the death
of worlds'is true, in the main, if not
in all its details. But the death
which to them is the end of men as
well as worlds is not a real  finality.
There is something after death, it
is the resurrection. Here again we
are indebted to revelation for an un-
derstanding of that which is beyond
the grasp of science. And it s
modern reveiation too, that makes
this matter plain. We quote from
the Doctrine and Covenants:

heaven and the earth shall be e¢on-

shall be a new heaven and a new
earth.” p. 134.

“And nl say unto you, the
earth abideth the Iaw of a celestial
kingdom, for it filleth the measure
of its creation and transgresseth not
the law.’ Wherefore, it shal be
sanctified; yea notwithstanding it
shall die it shall be quickened again,
and shall abide the power by which
it is quickened, and the righteous
shall inherit it. For notwithstand-
ing they die, they also shall rise
again a spiritual body.” p. 281.

It is quite likely, when the glori-
filed and
come forth in the effulgence of its
own glory, its latent light all de-
velo into such lusire that there
will be no need for the rays of sun
or moon or twinkling star, nor of
any artificial illumination, that the
learned astronomers of some lower
planet, if able to see the celestialized
earth, blazmg like a sea of glass
mingiéd with fire, will coneclude
that its condition is such that no
human -beings could inhabit it.
There are states of being that are
not dreamed of in the philosophy of
modern scientists, and worlds fitted
for these various stages of personal
existence—spiritual, earthly, disem-
bedied, resurrected, celestial, terres-
trial, telestial, etc., ete., and none of
the species but one can be under-
stood from comparison wiln the
earth on which we dwell.

From all this it ap that a lit-
tle revelation is a splendid addition
to the sum of scientific knowledgze,
and a balance wheel to the ma-
chinery of philczophical hypothesis.
Blessed 18 he whose soul is sensitive
to the vibrations of the. syirit| of
frath! Heis in communion with
the light and life of the worlds, He
is on the path thal leads to ti.efal-
ness of intelligence. And if he so

dition; that they are numbered unto
(God but innumerable to man; thatthe

order his life and so train his. whole
being that it will be responsiwge to the
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whisperings of that divine emana-
tion, he shall emerge from the dark-
ness of human ignorance into  the
Sunlight of Eternal Glory, and see
as he jsseen and know as he is
known. He shall be guided into all
truth, step by step aud day by day,
till changed, quickened, celestializ-
ed, he shall stand on the plane of
the Gods, his eyes gha ierce
to the essences of all things, spiritual
and physical, and all eternity shall
be open to his immortal vision.

—etl A l——

GOD IN TEMPORAL AFFAIRS.

——

A7 an annual meeting of Methodist
ministers held recently in Spring-
field, Massachusetts, a lively debate
occupied considerable time over the
question of healings through faith.

The idea was advancel that prayer
was effectual for the healing of the
sick, some cases, reports of which
have ap d in the newspa
being cited in proof. The Rev.
Frederick Woods was one of the
speakers in opposition to the doc-
trine, and he is reported as saying
that “it would be as sensible for
him to ask God for $50,000 as for a
sick man to pray for restoration to
health. His theory was that God
did not interfere in temporal matters
at all, but only in things concern-
in% the soul.”

he Woods theory is the popular
one. But is it not a little singular
that a professing Methodist should
avow such a belief, It is notonly a
distinct contradiction of the Bibl
but of Methodist prineciples an
teachings. Both the Old and the
New Testaments are a record of

God’s dealings with mankind
in  relation  to their tfemporal
affairs, much more being

said in the sacred record concerning
them than about those things gener-
ally denominated spiritual. If “God
does not interfere in temporal mat-
- fers,” then the Bible is false, and so
also is Methodism which teaches be-
lief in the Bible and in special pro-
vidences in all things,

All the healings effected under
the personal administration of the
Savior were the result of faith. “Go

thy way, thy faith had made thee
whole!” was his repeated declara-
tion to the restored and rejoicing af-
flicted ones. ‘“The prayer of faith
shall save the sick, and the Lord
shall raise him up,” 8 the promise
of the ing;;ir&d Apostle. t was
through faith and prayer that the
Divine power was manifested in the
temporal affairs of the House of Is-
rael, and of the early Christians,and
those who repudiate the interference
of God in human affairs might as
well throw aside the Bible at once

——

and, jeining the ranks of the boldest
infidels, pronounce the holy Book a

“And the end shall come, and the | fable.

That there are many infidels in

sumed and pass away, and there| the ranks of the orthodox ministry

there is little doubt. The loavesand

| the fishes are the objects of their |

devotion. They labor EiIﬂﬁ]y for a
living, not for the love of the truth
or the faith of the gospel. But they
generally m to cover up their
disbelief in a closer manner than
Mr. Woods has done, and instead of
denying that God governs and di-
recis in hun-an affairs, they make
out that such Divine interferences as
are related in the scriptures belong-
ed to former ages and are now ‘“no
lopger needed.” _

The Rev. Frederick Woods be-

regenerated earth shall|longs to a very numerous class of

modern thinkers, and has a perfect
right to believeas he does, and to
avow his belief, or rather unbelief,
but we cannot see what place he can
consistently occupy in any Christian
church, and particularly within the
Methodist communion.

The truth is that the world—
“Christians’” included, have been
drifting so long and so far away from
God that living and active faith in
Him has almost expired. “When
the Son of Man cometh shall he find
faith on the earth?” might well be
asked by Jesus of Nazareth, while
yet in the flesh., The Latter-day
Saints are denounced even by pro-
fessing Christians for their belief
that God does and should guide and
governin all things. People who
Erofma to pin their faith to the Bi-

ley denounce us for holding to one
of the plainest and most essential of
Bible doetrines. If God does not
hear and answer prayer, and if His
poweris not exercised in the over-
ruling of, tem poral matters asa con-

ence of faith and prayer, then is

doetrine but a delusion and a snare.

But we have great satisfaction in
knowing and bearing testimony that
the Woods idea is false and the

Bible doctrine is true. Inthe
restored to the Latter-day

=& u
eﬂ)]e history but a myth, and Bible!

iy

o

there is the requiremenft that we
‘“‘acknowledge the hand of God in
all things.” And that Divine Hand
has been manifé¥t so many times
that we should be blind indeed if we
could not discern it. Not only in heal-
 ings and gifts and spiritual manifes-
tations has the Lord demonstrated
his existence and in
His people, but in their whole his-
tory and travels, trials and success-
es, the persecutions they have suf-
fered and the wvictories thhy have
won. It has all worked together for
their good and His glory, and dove-
tailed into His plans, and the worst
and -vilest schemes and apparent
triumphs of their enemies, have all
been turned for blessing and benefit
and tended to the accomplishment
| of God’s purposes.

And as the Lord lives and reigns
in the heavens above, the time is
not fardistant when He will demon-
strate to all people that He also rules
in the earth neath, that kings
and princes, and presidents and
governors are in His hands, and that
all their little doings will but con-
tribute in the end to the accomplish-
ment of His great designs!

i
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THE LIQUOR BUSINESS.

WHrILE the Federal power in Utah
is being used to foster the sale of in-
toxicants, public
East as well as in Utah is strongly

in favor of legislation to curtail and
prevent the traffic. The American
says:

“In several of the State Legisla-
tures, the gquestion of the proper re-
gulation of the liquor t ¢ is un-
der consideration.
chusetts contemplates a return to
| the prohibitory law which was in
force a few years ago. That of Ohio
has before it a measure whose gen-
eral character is expressed by the
statement of its authors that they
mean fo ‘tax the business into re-
spectability orout of existence.””

In the Nebraska Legislature a new
license law has been enacted, of
which the following are the chief
features: ‘

“Section 1. The county board of
each county may grant license for
the sale of malt, spirituous and vi-
nous liquors, if deemed expedient,
upon the application by petition of
thirty ent freeholders of the
township er precinct, stating that
the applicant is ofa respectable char-
| acter, he paying into the county trea-
sury nol less than $500. No power to
grant license in or within two miles
of a city or village. Must publish
notice two weeks; if no newspaper,
post up notice — when objector,
board granta hearing; allevidence to
be preserved in writing; and on ap-
peal to district cour$, said evidence
{ alone to be used. - Applicant must
| give bond for $500, approved by the
board, that he will pay all
penalties, etc. Forfeits, $25 for sell-
ing to minors; prohibited on general
election days and Sunday. Forfeits,
$50 for selling or giving to Indiansor
habitual drunkards. Selling or ‘giv-
ing without a license, guilty of mis-
demeanor, imprisonment for thirty
days, or fine $100 to $500, and liable
for all damages. Cities and villages
shall have power to grantVillages and
cities Jess than 1,000, $500; first-class
| cities $1,000. Petition must be sign-
ed by thirty freeholders of the ward;
also may grant permits to druggists
with heavy es for vielation.
{ Married wun{:ien can tbﬁfn snits for

dama? and support of children ine
jured by sale.” Rt

This was a House bill introduced
bﬁIMr. Slocambe. In the Senate a
bill was introduced by Mr. Perkins
which passed and has become a law,
to prevent treating or offering to
treat to any intoxicating beverage in
a saloon or other public place
where the same is kept for sale.
Either treated or treatee is guilty of
a misd ‘meanor. Penalty $10 fine,
or imprisonment in i]]afil,, or both,
and the defendant shall pay to the
court $16,to be paid to attorney pros-
ecuting the same; if no attorney, to
be paid toschool fund.

tah would establish rules and
regulations to prevent the spread of
the g eat evils that curse the centres
of civilization, but the local author-
ities are prevemted by the force of
Federal authority. And if is open-
Iy advocated by those who want to
overturn the “Mormon” system of
social life,-that brothels, saloons,and

1

encouraged,protected and multiplied
as & mrrecti?ﬂ of the morals of those
who believe in the doctrine of ex-
tended m . Is not this a truly
“Christian” argument and a ““eiviliz-
ed” condition of public affairs?
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immortality and eternity

OUR POSITION ON A
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IN & recent issue the

of itslong columns to a disense.
e

.

“to study - the wvarious
Mormonism from - the stang
an un
course the views and sta
any writer who does not joiny
intemperate attacks u :
by titese who treat of the
ueslion, do not obtain
m editors who float »
stream of public opinion.
It is the" fashion to de
“Mormonism?” in the most ve
style, to repeat baseless and
stantiated assertions about
mon?* doetrines and -
call for the most coercive my
possible under the strongest
overnment. But the
imes co ndent treats §
ject in a rational manner, puj
some strong and irrefutabl
for general econsideration,
stains from invoking summsg
geance upon a people who g
ing—however mistaken the

Ii lomﬂbonviftionﬂ.jiﬂ 9 -'

e do no l'%mo*nk o
quote the polng 1ade by thej
writer, nor to follow the Ha
its attempt to reply to the
merely to correct the Hergl
gard to the ﬂﬂﬂﬂ:ﬂd 1s8erti i_‘-
we clip from the editorial refe

““Generally = speaking, fh
nclit;m-; are l‘lhﬂrmunlgr |
urch sanctions po gany, |
away polygamy and the
N aliaiol -t
VEWS; official organ of the!
has frankly confessed.”

We challenge the Clevelan
ald to produce any statement
DESERET NEWS to the abovg
The trouble with nearly allt
fors who attempt to discus

uestion is, that they do

me or trouble to obtain com
formation about it. They thint
know gll about it—theirss
intelligence being rumorar th
ful falsehoods of persons wh#
in misrepresenting Wi
do pay any attention :
or arguments on the "\
side, they give them butap
glance and jump at their m
clusions, '

The very reverse of the Bk
statement is true in regand:
reasons why converts are m
the “Mormon” Church. !

who become convinced o
fruth of its first
ciples become ¢
gpite of the fact that “’thu%
sanctions polygamy.” This
has been the case with ne
g{l its adberents. Stronglyp
against any marriage
that in which they have bea
ed, and incensed particuls
“Mormon” marriage in
of public rumor, men and
searching after truth, hear
Ee] preached by the Elden
“hurch and are struck ¥
beauty, simplicity and force
compare what they Lear ¥
Seriptures and find them tok
ize in every respect. Eng
the marriage part of our @
sults in the same way. The
struggle between %rej udices
viction, between the opinior
world and the force of tnf
with the honest-hearted s¢
and conviction gain the vi®

Baptism into the Ch
quent upon faith and true?
ance, is followed by the o

of the Holy Spirit in suh!
that the rlgcipigint' is establ®
the doctrine, and is rouﬂ. :
testimony that nothing hul’ﬂ!
shake or remove. This infle
every place and every ui
the invariable effect of o
the ﬁrstfp}'inﬁiplﬁ of our
so0 peaceful, happifying, pus
ing and powerfulpthat %‘Pﬁ
sively convincing to the®
By its light the revelation!
concerning marriage are st
prayed over, and in apitﬁ:ﬂ
tion, training, custom &
world’s opposing, prejudie
way and celestial marrwﬁ.*
ing plurality of wives, with
lasting covenants, its 33‘;

promises, and exaltation
reaching beyondt he gnw’ﬂ‘?

th h and .
e joys, hopes an  becs
creed wh¥

part of the believer’s

| mortal power can remove frop
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