Deoemb_er Y
NABEY’S HUSBAND,
A knock at the squire’s doer.

An eager ‘‘come in’’ from the squire, | He and Josiah 'were both drunk as—as

to whom any outside diversion 1s an
inestimable . bmn I:E ?ing just
r

reached that

masculine m

comes a burden not only to tha au-callad
‘“‘patient’’ himself, but alau to those un-

Iuck Pminﬂn ves whose duty
thTt ” a is “*ministering
8.

Mn.ry, the aerﬂnt came iun.

‘‘Please, Mr. Hosley, there's & Wo-| biled away,and the .
man down stairs who au.ya she must see | Byt the worst wu _
you. She’s been here before since you | g.consortin’ with!'§

were sick, and now she won’t take ‘no’
for an nnawer.”
‘*{Show her right up, Mary,”” said the

gquire, alertly, brightening up wisibly, |

like the war-borse who scents the bat-
tle afar off. . Not all the cozy comfort of
his surroundings, the ‘“‘Bleeply Hollow-
ness’’ of his easy-ahmr the pleasant
picturea on the wall, the wood fire
which, now that the wintry twilight
was aettling down over the bit of gray
sky left visible by the curtains’ heavy
folds, danced and flashed . all oxwer the
:Eom inlru-a mahaduwar mud rmnieila

e Bquire enforced g on
Secretly he iﬁeg for his ding egl?den
of an umce and chafed at tha doctor’s
mut.rlntiunn ‘which as:yet. forbade all
thought bminm But now the
mera llm force, represented by his

wifa and danghtet,hbutng luekily off

ty, there was nothing to pravant hia

“eigewiedin 0.0

cheerfully, st ghto n himself, nnd
assuming as much nrlegal di nlty as
drming-fuwn and alip%gumitted

Mary disappeared. P the door
opened again, ‘“Why Nnhby," said
thﬂa ulra, "is it you? ‘Hnw du udn?

iy

Nnbb WaS nuhurt - nlral

built wo-
man of ﬂfty, with considerable gray in
the coarse, black hair, drawn stiffly
and unmmpmmlsingly back under a
bonnet about five years out of date. She
had sharp black eyes, and a resolute,
go-ahead munnar. Evidently a hard-
workin mqhn yet in looking at her
you could not help the conviction that
something more t.hm hard work had
plowed the deep wrinkles which ran
across and across her forehead, and
t.hmtenad to lift her ayabruwn up to

o el it o oquicad
*whan Mrs. Hosla took her in, a ten-
year-old orphan, whu was, as the good
old lady sometimes expressed it, ** more
Flagua thm profit,” untilsheé grew into
he stead J and reliable handmnidan,
who fin with every one’s good
wishes, marriud young Josziah Gould,
and u:lm in the wo:ld for hersell. Old
Mrs. Hnaley had long since gone to
her reward, but the fnml g still kept up
a friendly lntereat in Nabby and her for-
tunes tha nca uire in pa:t.inular being her
. gul&a, philosopher, and friend ’in all
the emergencies of life,

“thy’ what’s the matter now,.
Nabb gaid the squlm, gaoﬂ -ngtnred—
ly. "Ara ou sick?’

‘“Yes, am,’” gsald Nabby, em-
phltloal ly with a snap of her black
eyes. 'm sick to dn.th of Josiah, I

can’t etan” it any longer, and I’ve come
to tnlh with you about gittin’ a divorce.
You sec ha'a ben a-growin’ worse and
worse ncw for a good while, I’ve kep’
it to myselr P ty much, uze I was
uhlmed on’t, and then I ep’ hopin’
he’d do better. I’ve talked and ked
to him, and said and done every thing
8 Woms mnld it eeemed u 11 the
more I the worse he

Thaaquira looked at Nab ’a rathar
ahnrp, hard fm,mi&l Egrhnpu was hard-

£0 surprised as Nabby expected that
i iah had not been reformed by the

rcus “talking to’’ ke had undoubt-
eil y received. "“He grew more and
more shiftless and good for-nothin’,”’
continued Nabby “ttll finally, he didn’t
do much_ but set aronnd kitchen
fire; half boozy.  If there’s an ny thing Ila
hate,”” burst out Nabby, “‘it's .a wman
forever sittin’ round the house under-
foot. And there I was a-takin’ in
washin’, and a-slavin’ early and late,
to be kinder decent and brehandad
and him no better’n a dead man on my
hands, so far as helpin’ any was con-

cerned,  And RO 5& tlma andi
ke of

again. He wor ut" endtigh
to keep himeelf in drink. He Enew he
comldu’t git any of my munax for that.

“But T stood it t1] about'a fortnight'
ago. I'd been workin’ hard all dn
helpin' Mies Barber clean house, and it

seemed as if every bone in my body |

ached, I was so tired. I came along |
homee, thinkin’ how godd my ofip'ef tea

ntag& qt

t.'u m
b
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'd taste. The first thing I see, when I|tling her madly around in ﬂandish lee. |  Nabby could not help wondering

ned the kitohen door, was old Hank{ “‘An ‘awful night to be homeless, | where Josiah was to-night. It was so

Slater settin’ there in my rockin’ chair, thhg "' something seemed to say. lonely sitting there with no ons to
0

n't cm,” sald Nabby to hergelf, | speak to liatening to the moaning wind,

hogs,”” said Nabby, slandering an|be innlng tfo feel cross again an t @ crea of the blinds, tl:m lond
nnmnt animal to suit her taste for a gamnl] ill used as she graw wetter | ticking uf e clock,

.}and colder, ‘‘Itserves him right, He’s | *f And Thanksgivin’ a-comin’?”
y’d tracked thie mud all over my | made his bed, and he can lie 1n it.”” | thought Nabby. “ A prefty Thanle-
claan oors. The cookin’-stove was| At ‘““the Gun-r " the light stream-~ | givin’ I shall have!"’

jammed full nf wood, ° rnnrin’ like all |i E _.cheerfully gut I%g%tha night fmm The wind wailed and wailed, and
0

essed. I
urned th hnm up |

And the t my
heat unmj;p GwEotar ' ah

hadn’t er homes mads

ﬁ:.

tout to|viting. Nabby fum
;mt.

earth asthat miser 'ler, low-lived Hank{ There

’s little .house | Nabby thought and thought. Thavery
t.t.hua. loek particualarly Elunmy and unin- | facto )Javin?“fread her mind,’ to the
led under the mat | aquire had relieved her long pe'nt -ap in-
d all | f c:‘r the dmr-kay, fumbled with stiffen- | dignation, snd now she tell: more sad
ot fingers for the key-hole, and, finally | than sngry. (pberure her seemed to
0. Bee W hnaba ﬂﬁmdaﬂ in unlocking the door, feit|rise s picture o
h  scum of her way lithrm.gh the little entry,  |dreams and hopes, the changes and
s always something
Siater: I tell y you, squire, I was mad. {canny’ about going ‘alone at night in a | wrangling. She even thonght of Josiah

her life:'the youthful

“nn digappointments, the love turned into

I just flung that kiwhn ﬂoor wide | dark and .shut-up house.. Even. people: -With ity. For the first time ‘she **pnt

s ‘Giinnt. o’ this hou

| and don’t never letme gee" #m:lr face
inside on’ i again.’ *»
“‘Sez he,meek as Moses, ‘Wharn shall
I go to, Nubhj?” ' .
Y'Sez I ‘I don’t care’ whers you go to,

open,and sez I— . {of the best-regulated minds experience herself 'n nis place,” and realized how
1 Gould, | a vague suspicion of somethin bahtnd almost impossible it wasfor one of his

them, & sense of possible ghostly ands | weal®” natyre to résist, unaided, the

about to clutch them in the darkness, tem tatiornt’ which will cost a b“ﬁﬂger

Nabby . wss ‘& "woman, like “Mrs] |'will an effort.

Edmnnd‘ kler, with ““no mHonsense| [‘I'm sfraid I've bheen a liltla too

about her;’’ but, nwerthalaaﬂ a cheer: | sharp ' with * Josiah,” - thought she.

80 lung'a your don’t come near me, I've | ful tale aha hp{l read only yeaterdny in | “I've sorter took it for granted I was o
always ben & respectable woman, and I |the Chronicle, about a burglar and & |saintand he asinner and scolded him
don’t want none of Hank Elatar’a lone woman, kept coming into her|rightalonz down hili A nice saint I
friends round my house.'’ ' head, and she carefully avoided the |am! As proud and hi h-atmng &8

*Well?"’ queried the squire, as Nab- thick blackness of the corners andgthe | Lucifer himself! Oh dear!” gsighed

by’s narration came to a pause,

““Well,”” said Nabby, in rather a sub-
dned tona ‘“‘he went m!r And he hain’t | fire had gone ot

Mnd 1 want a moe!

aqufra. ‘you dun’ﬁ 'lrnnt a divorce. I

naiuushqe 's head,”’ Nabby

antry door as she gro around the | Nabby:i “a pretty mess I've m e of
Eltuhanefurn can E.pegf course, tl;m living! If we could only go bapk and

b n ﬁﬂr again, seems. tu e th!nga

eads are bettar thnn nna if ould be ter. L

mi J‘nnl: then there was a fnint nuiﬂa like

ave been heud muttaring out., %ha ‘the clicking of the door latch. Hlbh

know you betfer. thatf. . You are | wood-house as she stoope al.n.l'ullg started and loekéd round, "Altwas
bg whic

nol: tha woman to give Josiah up, and|down picking up tgh!pa,

again—no one visible. Yet Iiilbb

r.him go to the had»--withuutn. :8trag- | oracular ul ce 1 suspect she was aould not rid herself of the {mpressi

Yu n litt.lﬂ lvexawe
ﬂ mnc maraan
took him for bettur or wnraa S Dn you

ln tha d times coming h

ng whata good nupply of kind- that some one was near- her, that nﬂd-
ngﬂ J uainh alwa u kept o n ﬁ: sepse we have of nnothar’;!hﬂfﬂdnﬂy
amL

gar us though not present.
P“Tharaa some one hangia’ round

think,yourself, itiaquﬂ'u right to break | homse bright with ‘light and warnith | here, I know,!” sald 8he to herselr.

your contract b { ity jproves the | and Josiah's welcome. Nabby wvas nnmwho always mel;
worse for you—because yoa are the| For Josiah cherished the mnat things half Wwayd ~Accordingly,
strong one and he the wesk one of thﬂ found admiration for Nabby—an d- ‘walked to the outside door, an opan-
two? . That don’t strike me as t' ‘miration not unmingled wlt.h awe, | git. uickly d out into the dark-
Bible doctrine, Nabby. ‘We that are

thought her a most wonderful wumn ndau here stood Josiah—waet, 'sheep- -

strong ought fo bear tha infirmities | 8he wu just as beautiful to him now as sorry. Once he had nta.rm'l to go
:-:lih; , and no¢ toplease, our- lq the old courting. days, before the in 'Emt his courage failing, he lingered

Enow.

rightness and ness of th in dubi
“Wall I dunno,”’ lﬂtLthb twistin ﬂh.d de ,:I.M méﬂ,?mrpﬁ bl“k l;aaitntlon on the “?'3

" Y"Why don’t - you come in,

the corner of har shawl dublausl oy furnr the smiling mouth had uira& ts | #aid Hnb .
hadn’t thuﬂfht on't in that tht h’rd' firmly “t expression, mnrgﬁh;:‘ A RS S dnn& ‘Enow's you’d want m

must eay.
such a man“for &

ed him to.” £
 “Hasn't-he been-back at alipt fh]i?::a

oons, But I didn’t trade nnd such a wife as

Vs 80 tl% h“ﬂ mra nnmrinklu in the smooth' fore _N abby,’”’ replied Jesiah, with all the

ple thought Nabby had dong eekness’ becoming 8 reiurcing pro-
dunno’s he’d come back now ifI wnnt- wall in mﬂrying* Josiah Gould—a dlg
-&ati‘ilmd l;;u:‘:gﬁehmlw N ﬂl:ﬂ:i halrt “Co ight long in
‘ Jo c; mer alo .
& ’thvulha did come. once, fz,.k: notmy rieh. amt ':u true; but, with { I’ oin t}n s

Wnnt you! Of course I do,”’ said

riddle-cakes for sup-
;hb per, nn ou must nd 'em while [ set

no nutiﬂe of him,’ t,harﬂ seemed nothing to fm ?q; : thu tahla M Griddle-cakes were oneof
first citizens.””

you may dFDﬂﬂﬂ upon | figaring as ‘*‘one of r
it i?'mixﬂhlmﬂﬂ 19 was af-| EAﬂy y ¢an b&ﬂ:umah{,dy

Josiah’s favorite weaknesses and Nabby
in this | knew it.

tar., ;.‘%o} nt&d‘tosmi{ you wouldn’t countey if they, are only.determined, | Jnainh came in. If he ever getadnto

[JIMHG‘ to him, )
will stay. Give him ani
Nabby. Josiah isn’t the wors

s

in, Lom cittle | j:it that was ugct:y the difficulty with | hesven; probably his ﬁMtim will |
‘i‘ mrrlnt ‘he J sish,  He never was datqrminad not beone whit more delightful thaz
3 'tnbuut suy thing. He fell into the habit | they were now, as from the blackness

& Wors ﬁ 7 of drir - ing because he lacked suffieient | and glﬁom of the night, the forlornness
the world, by any means. Hé ha ',hls etremg '+ of will ‘to'. avoid -it.

“Then | of his wretched  wanderings, he came

radaemiug' traits, after all, veli=ve | Nabby s sharp . words, and his own |into the cozy brightness of the kitchen,
he will do bettex, ifpnu will try to help | miseraiuie sen-e anImEme and self-}and felt that he was homse onee more.
him, You knuw Josiah is ﬂl.'lﬁ ttw.t ﬁuutemptr of utter disecouragement and | How good the tea smelled! The fire

Hab

bears a good deal. of encouragement, gir drove him lower and lower, gmred and snapped, the tea-keftie
ha sank down.supinely into ‘the |

iled and bubbled and bubbled it 1id

au,,qc*li ﬂb%;ll*"tni K it ﬂ%lzmugh of Despond without effort or up and down, and from the griddle the

80 mrﬁr com ?ort“fh tu a bo

savory odor of the cakes naﬂandﬁd like

By a beautiful dispensation of Provi-{a homely incense, Josiah’s fm

Yﬂur’rﬂ your mother’s own son; just dancﬂ whenevor a poor, shiftless, good- | shining with mingled heat and b p;-

the same good heart. Wuuld you | forsp nthlng mey nt into our wnﬂdf ‘'neéss a8 he turned the griddl
be. mﬁ#‘a toceaty some ;of my  cheese, lsowne active, go-ahead little woman . is | was something worth seeing,
yariably fastened. to him to tow him]. INabby stepped briskly around get-

"Try me, and see, Nnbby,” said the ‘along thruu h, and keep his head above ting supperready, It seemed so plau-

gquire, nmillng not impervions to wnter. Ir.*u mr the best, of

course, { ant to set the table for two again

abby g comp l ments, abby 1made :xtmf would become of t,hn poor fellow | have-someone to praise and app minr.o

her e:til; just lu.l Mre. Hosley rushed iny.

full of wifely ﬂn ﬂl “the | sdmeti
equire had been alln%g sometimes finds it a little hard,

thout her?. At the same time, she htl‘ mking- The November wind

ht howl its worst now. Itahold on

see acllent.”” | Nabby was ambitious and proud | Nabby was gone, In place of all the

abby’s home was-over at “‘the (Cor- gptﬂted’ willitiy to " WorK hard, to save, bittar aadnm that had hung heavily

ners,’” thm miles - from the village,

to do her part——anm to get on. in the | around her heart was & warm féeeling of

he walked rapidly along in the fast- | worli' and stand well among the neigh- happiness, of comfort and hope
?hlom.ln darkness, with the steady, bors ‘The fac! gradually rEalimd psl . A 1 the explanation t—bi hnd wished

strong gait becoming .the self ralinnt

*oi:nm it she wWas., Yﬂt even hﬂr‘ w
“ m Ve nqt 0 n
againet the de rmt? g‘il:?' ence of the weiy , had been 3

chilly, raw November evening. The
wind whistled throuih the bare tree
branch¢s, which urea

mournfully, and. edwildly up and « - Perthaps it w

down in the dim light overhead. The n d
wind seemed to nharlah a special spite Haz:whnzhﬁmw E,'Jiumdﬂd in

her: husban | aho hm:l no hel was this: J iah drew furl; from under
b w drag and b:mp’md his shabby coat an exceedingly awk-

disap- | ward and knubby bundle.

; ' her whole ng—- “I've bought something for you,
re; To-hiave & husband (hatno one | Nabby, " H&id he,

Jupeql;e that even the boys around The '*something, '’ undone, proved to
ed and groaned wu m ed “‘Si Gould,” was dreadful |bea very handmum Brittanis fea=pot.

That tm-pat must have known if was s
W' ﬁ -0 arug with sach preternatural
ightne d’ it shine and glisten.

against Nabby., If blew her bonu ﬂ'im;-ﬂug the fire, and having changed Bomuthing in Nabby’s eye: shone and

and her hbair into her eyes, struggled |perd aat down h
madly with her for ber shawl, took harlm, tl::!kﬁtﬂa bﬁﬂ:ﬁ?ryﬂ

breath away, and firmly resisted her ruddy light and warmth

every step, Flnnll it began to send | ghe k“ch.ﬂn now glowed conl

apﬁd dashes of oold rain w‘pc ﬁ ::E] ff the dreariness of the n]g
(" n that seemed alm .1,1 “ta ped with hnutly

pa it fell, . mdw* ‘! " and
. “Josiah used to come after me with huwlen d willéd ‘around
sn.umbrella when I was caught vut in |like the spirita of the lost pl
the rain,” thought Naoby. ‘‘He ‘wa#|ouce more tnken back into h
always real kind and good to me, after|and warmth. Buch a wind
all, 1 dunno’s he ever give me a cross|even the happiest heart a vag
word in his life, even when he’d ben |loss, of change, of all that

”'3 wo - upon
Nnbby wﬁh rene %rmuag; l:l:uu-

.nnt,ﬂ listened too, although she winked
' Ea‘rd and scorned the weakness of a

'L'._.. imh‘ poc hhmdh&mhiﬁf.

end ]  * Thank you, Josiah,” she sald : *it's

> The | 8 ragular baauty, and I shall set fots by

sger-tip | ib."

wind | Which, so, lnng a8 they undersfood
‘house | each nthar was, perhaps, as well a8 if

ngto be | Josiah: had made a lnng-wnrded spesch

life | of . _repentance and reformation, sad
in | Nabby another of forgiveness,

sénge ¢f | T wish I could say that Nabby never
miake | goolded Josiah again. But I oan't.

driokin’.” up the Mtlafmtmmn life.” Dead However, she “duw it mild" and
Hara tha driving, sleety rain and orrows ereep forth from their graves | {here was a general understanding bu-
o such nights, and stalk up and down tween them that this was only hﬂt
he echoing chambars of the hlaﬂ- ¢xergise made necessary by




