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A knock aithat tiletiiee oeran eager come in from ththe esquiresquire

to whom any outside diversion is an
inestimable boon hohe having just
reached thauthat uncomfortable htaptageigee of
masculinemasoulineonline when alfo be-
comes a burden not only to the so called

patient himself but also to those un-
lucky whose duty
it isii 0to officiate eswaswhisahls ministering
angels aw

mary thetho servant came in
please mr hosley theres a wo-

man down stairs who says she must see
youyon ashes been here before since youyou
were sick and now she wont takotake no
for an answer

show her right up mary said the
squire alertly brightening bpfan visibly
like the warhorsewar horse who scents the bat-
tle afar off not 11 the cozy comfort of
his surroundings the Bleesleesteeplyply hollow-
ness of his easyenss chairshair the pleasant
picpiepicturesturee on thetho walwai the wood fire
which now that the wintry twilight
was settling down over the bit of gray
sky left visible by the curtains heavy
folds danced and flashed allnil over thet
room in rosy shadows could reconcile
the ulrysquire to hishia enforced segbegseclusionlusion
secretsecretlyy liehel pined for hibhis dingydinh olddiff den
of an 0officece and chafeechafed at the doctors
restrictrestrictionsons which aa forbade all
thoughtthought efof business but now the
moral police force represented by his
wife and daughter being luckily off
duty there was nothing to prevent his

client 4A ifI1shogherShowhenher uaup marymaty saidkid ghesquirethesquire
cheerfully straightening himself and
assuming as much oflegal dignity as
dressing gown and slippery permitted

marmary disappeared presently the door
opened again why nabby said
thetwe squire is it you howvowhowrow do you do

sayebyes squireaire its me baldsaid nabby
dropping adown with a heavy
a CchairchainI1aier mandI1and I1 dont ddocivery wellweli tv

nabby was a short squarely built wo-
man of fifty with considerable gray in
the coarse black hair drawn stiffly
and uncompromisingly back under a
bonnet about five years out of date shebhe
had sharp black eyes and fta resolute
go ahead manner evidently aahardhard-
working woman yet in looking at her
youyon could not help the conviction that
something more than hard work had
plowed the deep wrinkles which ran
across and across her forehead and
threatened to lift her eyebrows up to
her hair I1

wabbynabby livid wit wethe
a squiredy

motherkotlier fifteen years14 from0 fhe
when mrs hosley took her ioin a ten
year old orphan who was as the good
old lady sometimes expressed it 11 more
aflagueplague than prontapronto grew into
thehe steady and reliable handmaiden
who finally with everyevely ones good
wishes married young josiah gould
and tocton herself oldmrs hobleyhosley had long since gone to
her reward but the family still kept up
a friendly interest inn nabby and her for-
tunes the squire in particular being her

guide philosopher and friend 11 in all
the emergencies of life

why the matter now
nabbynobby saidpaid the 4 naturedrea
ly are you bleksick T

yes I1 am said nabbynabbya em-
phatically with a snap of her black
eyesoyes nnaimpra sick to death of josiah I1cant stanyetan it any dongir
to tall with youyon about gittin a divorceyouyon see hebhes ben a browin worse and
worse no vaw for a good while ivelve kepkepl
it to myscalf pretty much because I1 was
ashamed ont and then ibea hopin
hed do better ave talked and talked
to him and said and done every thing
a woman could butant it seemed as if the

the worse he grewgrow
the squire looked at rather

sharp hard face and perhaps was hard-
lyI1 eo surprised as nabby expected thatmoslahjosiah bad not been reformed by the

talking to he had undoubt-
edly received fhe grew mordimorri and
more shiftless and good for bothin 11

continued nabby tilltilitill finally he didat
domucz buthut betset around the kitchen
liro ohalf boozy if there any thing I1hate 11 burst out nabby atsa man
forever round the house under-
foot and there I1 was a jnin

and a blavinslavin early and late
to be kinder decent and aregrerehhandedended
and him no batternbettern a dead man on my
hands so far as helcia any was con

and id him time andsendo
agaid
to keep in drink ee knew he

rit an of my money for that
idalaB ahwokwoaboodbathatit till abosho

ago id been hard all day
heiphelpL la13 arber kt
enleaseemedsi as if every bone in my body
ached I1 was BOso tired I1 came along
cofie mahinmakin how good myt

1 d90fteates

4 taste Tthehe first thing I1 see whenrhe I1
obopenedenedatheedithethe kitchen door was old hank
biasinslaterer settinbettinettlettin there in my chairchali
ilehe and josiah werewore both drunk as aaas
noaaoa 11 said nabby slandering an
inocentinnocentIi animal to suit her taste for a
I1

simile k
11 allail
clean floors the cookin stove was
jammed fullfall of wood boarin like all
possessedassessedOss essed I1 wonderr theyEburned the house up before I1 got there
and got my best teatenteapotpot out to
heat bomesome watervater 1 and the water idd all
blied therthe bottom came out
but the worst was seemymy husbandhustand
a confortin with buth seumscum of the
earth as that miserable low lived hank
slateslater I1 tell you squire I1 was madnad
I1 just flung that kitchen door wide
opopelandenand aez I1

11 laifgiboutout 070 this house josiah gouldgouid
and donatdont never lehme seeseb ybur face
inside ont again

aez hemetek as moses where shall
igoI1 go to nabby k

I1aezbez I1 eidoneldon1I dontt care where YOU gogg to
so0 longs you dont cocomeme nearneal me ive
always benaben a respectable woman and I1
dont want none of hank slaters
friends round my house 1 11

well queried the squire as nab
bys narration came to a pause

well 11 said wabbynabby in rather a sub-
dued tone he went on and he fainthaind
come back and I1 want a divorcedivor

1edwhow11 habbylabby lf remonstrated awimelimam1mammal
squire ayyouau dondontk want a divorce I1
know you better than thattheft yon are
not the woman to give josiah up and
idtlet him go to the badibad without a strug-
gle

strag-
gle youfes a little vexed withnf ith him
naw J i dont voutappp
hard veeryr hardbatrutBut you knewt
took him for betterbetler or worse do you
think yourself it is guieb right to break
your contconicontracttracttraci becausebebau5 lipeaves the
worse0r e for you bbecausebecause you aroare thearir0 one and he the weak one of the
ttwo that dont strike meamer as good
biblebibie doctrine nabby we that are
strong ought to bear the infirmities
of thetho weakpak and nonot torto
delves 4 you know r

I1 welli dunno saidbald nabby
thethe corner of her shawl dubiously 1Ithought conf in that light I1
mustmua teaybaysay its so tc have
such a manfor besides I1
dunno shed come back now ifI1 want-
ed him to 51

rho been backbac ka alla
yebyes he did comecomer onceonoe for a

falkof pantaloons bof t ake
no notice of him

ginownow may depend upon
it it thehe pantapintapantaloonsloons iei e9 was aftlr if yooyou
relent ithe coiaboatingcora again zazea0 o a little
pleasant to him audandx ill vy arant hebe
will stayatay givediv him noheboht T chancochance
nabby josiah the in
ththee world by dbyanyany hiahig1 A

redeeming traits afteraftel all Ibeliave
he will do betlej iffryoulouwillyou will try to help
himulm you know josiahjoanah is one that
bears a goodtoodgood dealdeai oidf encouragement
nabby

1 n ititanyaanyhowR iavyd1 0oobleneoblege L ttyp oti V
talktaik so bortersorteri comfortcamforbifilh tecletlctact a tb0
monrre your motmothersherlis own son julijulljust
the same good heart would you
beablebo ableabie to ceasr some I1KOat jyflay cheese

a I1squire
try me and see nabby said the

squireaure smiling not impervious tolo
abbas compliments nabby made
bherer exit just as mrs hosley rushed iainy
lullfull of wifely indignation that th e
squire to sebsee jy

home was averover at- the cor-
ners lk11 three milesmilea from the village
she walked rapidly along in thetho fast
thickening darkness wIth the steady
strong gait becoming the self reliant
woman ithacthat she was yet everneveir herlherl

nature was roonoo
against the dedepressinginfluencejnfluenceinfluence of ttheibefi-e
chilly raw november evening the
wind whistled through the bare tree
branches which creaked and groaned
mournfully and waved wildly up and
down in the dim tightmightlight overhead the
wind seemed to ccherisherah a special spite
against nabbyivrabby itluc blecherblew herber bonnet off
and her hair into her eyes struggled
madly with her for her shawl took her
breath away and firmly restatedresisted her
every step finally it began to send

ordoiddold rain draps I1ina hiherer
oaceosce rain that seemedseamed freeze
bi I1it fell
i josiah used to come after me with
umbrellannsu when I1 was caught out in
jtherain thought nabby 1 he wabwasW
always real kind and good to me after
all I1 ever a cross
word in hiahla life 14evenen whenhui hed ben
drinkinarinkin 11

i here thetho driving asleetybeety raliralo and
e

nabby with renewed fierceness hushns1 t funfan khitit it

fling her madly around luin fiendfiendishish glee
an awful night to be hhomelyomel eabgab

29nabbyabby something seemseemeded to saybay
all1 dont care said nabby totoe herself

beginning to feel crosscroas again and
generally IIIill used as she grew wetter
and colder it serves hamrighthim right hes
handemade his bedbad and he can ilelie IIIin itathat the cornersconners the light stream-
ing

i cheerfully out inintot0 tthais night from
otherothahomes made cabrysab y little househou48
look gloomygI1 and unin-
viting bumbfumbledred under the matmut
for thetho door key fumbled with stiffen
ea fingers for the keyholekey hole and finally
stleneedededea in drilockunlockingfilk the doorabor felt
her way in through the bittle entry

therethera Is always soniponisomethingething alunagunun-
canny about going alone at night inaina
dark and shut up boubebouse eveneyen people
ocot the best regulated minds experience
a vague suspicion of something bellindbehind
them a sense of possible ghostly hands
about to clutch them in the darkness
nabby waswap a womandomant like mrk

with I1 no nonsense
aboutaboul hher but nevertheless a cheer
ful tale aebheshe had read only yesterday inill
the chronicle about a burglar and a
longwomanloneione woman kept coming into her
head and she carefully avoided the
thick blackness of and the
pantry door as shebhe groped around the
kitchen fornor a candlecandled of coursel the
fire hadhwd gone outoui

two heads are better than oilollone ifaneone is a cheeps headheads nabby might
have been heardclieafd mutteringmutter jangjing out in the
woodhousewood housebouse as sheehe stooped painfully
down picking up chips by which
omaofaoracularcularoular utterance I1 suspect she was
thinking whathat a good supply of kind
lings josiah always kept ox h gr

much mommow cccomfortablelit
apswas inlh the old times ccoming0ming home to a
househoube bright with light and barifftu
arndarid Josjahalaha welcome

eorfor josiah cherished the mostmoat propre
found admiration for nabby ah ad-
mirationnilmiration notnog unmingled with awe hethought her a most wonderful wonwomanlalliati
she was just as beautiful to him now as
iqig theoldthe oldoid courting days before the
brightness and quickness of the black
eyes had degenerated into sharpnessbeesheeg be-
fore the smilsmilingilig mouth hadbad acquired itsts
hardhardii firmly set expression before there
were any wrinkles in the smooth fore-
head people thought nabby haldonehad done
well in marrying josiah gouldagould a
pleasant good natured young fellow
that every youngsoung mechanic
notmot very rich yetyeti it washishes true but withwite
a good0ad trade and such a wifewre as nabbywebbyehgthereere seemed nothing to prevent hishia
fikfiguringu as one of kurfirstouroun first ccitizensnj 11

any body eancan be somebody in this
country if abeyaheyheyardheyareare only determined
I1antt tuituuthatt vwasveivii exactly jhb difficulty withitiliihraha hohe never wawaswag determined
about eanybay thing he felifellfellantointo the habit
of dalr ing because he lacked sufficientclent
strengstrong t of0 will to avoid it thenthednabbygabba 4 sharp wordsads nandfind his own
aisene semubentsont jedofof memeanness and self
conte mthmtr of utter discouragement and
despair drove him lower and lowerlowertand heI1 sanksauk down supinely intoIniothethe
eloughslough of despond without effort or
hoe0

pyy a beautiful dispensation of provi-
dence jr apa poorgorgot shiftless good
fornforufor u nothingathing into ourdur world
bomesome active go ahead little woman is
invariably fastened to him to tow him
along through and hkeepkeepheep hibhis head above
water its for the best of course

would become of the poor fellow
without her at tthehe samebame time bheshe
sometimes finds it a little hard

nabby was ambitious and proud
spiritedsI willing edw to bawsave
to do ieriier part bogetgebget aninon inthethe

adaand stand weilwelli
among the neigh

borsbora theth nadfad graduallygradually realized hat
i hherhenr bhrabanhpabarabanbaud1l she had no helpheip no
e onionlyvaa dragdraw alidarid burden and
f daily a disgrace had been a4

I1 her whole nina-
t ire mohaveto have a husband that no olieone
respected that even the boys around
town calledbaldea bl gould was dreadful
tti nabby perhapsi it waswaa hardly
strange ththatat she grew hard and bitbittertirtin

meanwhile nabby had succeeded in
starting the fire and having changed
6berherer dress sat down to dry gerfeet until
the teakettletea kettle boiled but even the
ruddyjuddy light andabd warmth with which
hethe kitchen now glowed could romendnofennoten icT
ffiff the dreariness of the night the
ain oitatappedp d with ghostly flufiufingenfingerfingertipgergen tip

ubonulbeon the 11 and the wind
andAMA walledwailed around thai house

ike thetha of the lost betie
taken back into hutnanhunan ilfelife

nd warmth suchbuch a wIdd istAs in
iveneven the happiest heart a vague beneante i f
losefoes of change of allfill thatthab roesgoes to make
up the abda of lifeilfe dead

forth from theirthili graven
n buob andnd stalk up and down
he echoing chambardcham bars ofdf the heartEgart etlelli

nabby could not help wondering
where JOBjoa 1 ah was tonightto night itltvwasyas so
lonely bitting there with no ansone to
speak to listening to the moaning wind
the creaking of the blinds taetao loud
ticking of the clock

al and thanksgiving a comlus I1

thought nabby A pretty thammthana
givin I1 shall have I1

the wind walled and wailedwaited and
anbyabby thought and thought the very
fact havingof freed heriherlminuin I1 to the
squire badhad relieved berherher long pentpont up in-
dignationdignation and now she feittfelt morgmong sadbad
than angry up before her seemed to
rise a lidildIIdpictureture ofotherhoghor lilifefethethe youthful
dreams and hopes the changes and
appointmentsdisappointmentsdi the love turned into

she even thought ofjoanah
withgith pity forpor the first time she put
herself in misplacehlahia place and realized how
almost impossibleim it was forfon oknoofekofelof hs

ttoq resist unaided the
which will cost a14 strongereironger

wilfaii eifford I1

1 im afraid iveryo beenbensen a little tootoc
sharp withith Josljosijosiahalialf thought she
ive sorterborter took it for was a

saint and hehs a sinner and scolded him
right along down hllhilhillhlll A nice saint I1
ami As proud and high strung as
lucifer himselfhimselfl oh dear sighed
nabby igaIla pretty mebamess ive made of
living if we could only go brckback arddarid
begin over again seems to0 me things
wouldvygogolbetteretterbetter 11 2 ivl 4t

lustlast thien there waswad a faint noibenoise likeilke
the clicking ofcio the door latch
startedstaffed nhaaha looked round aitwitaltasalt as stilt
again hono one visible yet wabbysabbynabbywebby
could not rid herself of thetho niprobionroslon
that somei dileone waswaa hnearneandar her thatOdddodd
sepsel wea have ofothersan individuality
near us though not present i ae

theres some one round
here I1 know lilill saldbald jineelie ttooheobeherself

nabby yasvas onerangix whovrho always met
things half vavvay accordingly bhesheeh
waleedwalkedleed to the outside door and open
angfiig it quickly peered out into tthethowe dark
nesshess therethene stood josiah wetwt sheepWeep 1

ishlob sorry onoeonce he had startstartede to0 ggo
in butlut his courage fallingfailing he anlingeredgered
infix dubious hesitation on the doorgoordoorstepstep

why doridoti you come inyinsin josiahJosiahalah
baidbaldsaid nabby i crfilall1 dont knows want memb
nabby replied josiah with all thathe
meeknessmeeknessnesa becoming a returnreturareturninging pro
digal

want you of course I1 doldoado saidsald
nabbyabby heartily J come rightnight along in
lin11xin goin tpp havehava griddle cakescakos for bupsu anzarr and yau must tend lemem while t aelacl
taethe table griddle cakes were one nfifJosiahs favorite heakne
khowknewitzit

josiah camedarne in if he ever geta into
heaverdhe aVeri pYoprobablybablybabiy his sensations will
nat be one whit more delightful thantthair
ttheyey were mownowlow RSas from the blackneey o
and aldom afbathethetho night the forlornnessforlornnees
ofil his wretched wanderings ho came
into the cozy brightness of the kitchen
andadd feidleiffelt that ho was home onceoneo mmoreofairp
how good thetho teaten smelled taetaa firefineairet
adareroaredd and snapped the teaketeakettletea kekettlekettieatieatle
boiled andandi bubbled and bubbled its lid
up and down and from the griddle the
sasavoryvory odor of the cakes ascended like
a homely incense JojosianaJosisiahsshaaha facefacohofmeirshining wwithth mingled heat and happlhappi
ilessnebs As he turned the griddle cakes
was something worth seeingeyeing

nabbytabby stepped briskly around gewget
fingfloging auppersupper ready it seemed so pleas-
ant to laet the table for two again to
hivehave somesomme one to pralpraiseseandand appreciateoppreclataciata
herliar cooking the november wind
might howl its worst now its holdhoid on
nabby wahwas gone in place of all the
bitter sadness that had hung heavily
around her heart was a warm neelingfeeling of
happiness of comfort and hope

all the explanation they had wis ea
was this josiahjobiahjosiJostahdrewdrew forth from under
his shabbyy coat an exceedingly awk-
ward and knobby bundle

ive bought something foe you
nabby 21 said he

the something undone proved to
be a very handsome Britbrittanietanin teatsateapotpotliot
that teapottea pot must have knownknovait waslwast
peace offering with such preternatural
brightness did it shine and glisten
something in nabbia oyei ahonephone and
glistened too although shoeho winked
hardhand and scorned the weakness of a

61 thank you josiah she said its
a jeregulargillar beauty and 3f shall setbetet loiaiota byPY
ilit

which sobe long as they understood
each otherothetwaslwaswasi perhaps as well as if
jobiahjosiah had madomade a longjong worded
ofif repentance and reformation1 and
nabby another of forgiveness rV fP

I1 wish I1 could saytay that nabbsabbynabby never
scolded josiah again butbat 7I1 cant
howeverHoweverieverl she drew it mild and
herehero was a general understanding bbs

iween thethem1li taht vaivanwawai only bf
madomade neceaneceebaryeary by ft


