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glum which ended in a guarrel,
last February one was held in Ly-
ons ,which has caused any amount
of dispute in that tamous *“City of
silk.”” At the close of this compe-
tition the prizes were nwarded to
two ladice whose faces, it is said,
wereso thickly painted that many
declare the prizes were given to Art
rather than to Nature, that bismuth
and carmine and ¢‘Circassian pow-
der? had been esteemed preferable to
harmony of features and natural
delicncy of complexion. What a
comment f8 all this on the degen-
eracy and folly of the times, when
thousands upon thousands of all
classos of soclety become excited
over the relative meritsof the paint-
e¢d countenances of disreputable
women,

Whevever one may go in literary
circles in Europe he will hear from
many only scorn nnd contempt for
those who nvoente feinnle sulirage.
And yet in France the influence of
women in politicais perhaps preater
than ln any ether count.r‘y. True,
n century ago the ¢Primrose
Lengue? of English women, under
the lendership of the Ducfu:ss of
Devonshire, hal a mighty influence
in the politics of that day. Woman,
then as now, is generally onthe side
of reform. iMliam Pitf, son of
the gweat Earl of Chathain, was
then a young man, nnd leader of
the Whig party in Parliament. For
some reason it was generully cun-
sldered by the Whigs that the elec-
tion of Pitt would Iiu'lmg not ouly

Htical privileges, but likcwise re-
'ormis in cookery and domestic com-
fort. Indeed some of the campaign
mottoes of thut day, such as ity
and plum pudding for ever,’’ sound
very strange to modern American
Gnrs.

At the present time the Counfess
de Paris 1s engaged in founding a
politieal association of women under
the title, La League de la Hose,
which will have evidently a great
influence on the general elections

which will take place in France|
within six months from the present |
There seems no reason to |

time.
doubt the movement will attain @
fair mensure of success. The or-
ganization of the ““‘League’? seems
to be complete, and the appesl of thu
Countess, who is the consort of the
heir tothe crown of France, will
not be without effuct. ““Women of
France, your dearest convictions
and the interests nnd future of your
chldren are atstale.”’ Most French-

men will know what is meant
these  wouds,
may resist the “League’ as|

an alliance between the womnen
and the priests, ngzainst which the
disclples of Voltaire have so long
contended. Egrolment in the liea-
gue of the Rose will mean to muny
more than mere assent to monarehy;
it will im})ly an embarassing con-
nection with the Catholic party.

Wifely ingenuity may triumph | them nn
Btlil, 1t ords
will not do for the lady Leaguers of | that
Tht: | but it was not until four years after- | mining
nll'wnrds that the Angel of the Lord|the work had gone on, even un
Inced these records in his hands. | the present doy.
hese records were written by the | verts, as soon us they

over mrital reluetance.

the Rose to be too sanguine.
power of womnn is great in
civilized countries, nnd the means
ndopted are undoultedly the niost
offeetive that could be emﬁlnyed for
enlisting that power in the service

nnd | of the monarchy. Thebadge of the

league is certalnly a beautiful one.

France should be sufficiently strong,
| for no nation is more fond of parade
or ornament. J. H. WaRD.
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A FAIR PRESENTATION.

The following appearcd in the
Neweastle Daily Chroniele of March
18th:

During the last week or two, a
Mormon Hlder from Salt Lalke City,
Utali, U. 8. A., has been conduct-
ing scrvices in Newcastle, in the
Eldon Hall, Ciayton Street. On
Sunday evening last, Elder A. W.
Rankin delivered his Inst lecture in
this city, his subject Leing “The
Diwine Mission of Joseph Smith.”
Although an “Elder,”” Mr. Rankin
is gtill @ young man. Hls discouise
to the score or more of people who
were gathered together in the Eldon
Hall was thoroughly earnest, and he
spoke of the life nnd character of
the founder of “the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints” elo-
quently and well.

He prefaced his lecture, however,
by numeroug arguments, drawn
chiefly from Holy Writ, with the
purpose of demonstrating that Mor-
monism was the true Etlth of the
present generation.  'The people, hie
gaid, bad departed from the lnwe
of the Gospel, and their salvation
was pre-ordained to be brought
nbout according to the revelation of
St. Johnthe Divine, who prophesied
in the following verses:

““And I saw another angel fly in
the midst of heaven, having the
everlasting Gospel to preach unto
them that dwell on the earth, and
to every nation, and klndred,, and
tongue, wnd people, suyipg with o

loud voice, Fear God and give glory
to him; for the bour of his judg-
ment is come.*

‘This prophecy was fulfilled in the
‘person of Joseph Bmith, to whom
isevernl angelic visitors appeared.
The second of these was sn Septem-
bur 21st, 1828, at Manchester, in the
Btote of New York. Bmith wastold
that the covenant which God made
with Israel of old was about to be
fulfilled, that the preparatory work
of the second coming of the Meegsiah
was to begin, that the time w as com-
ing for the Gospel to be preached in

and many all its power and fulness o “every

nation, and Lkindred, and tongue,
and people,’ and that this unlet-
tered son of poor farm people was
himself to be the instrument, in
God’s hands, to- bring nbout some
of His purposes in this pglorious
dispensation. Bmith was also in-
formed where to seck for certain
Iates, which had engruven upon
ahridgment of the rec-
the ancient prophets
lived In America,

of
had

Prophet Mormon, who had bidden
the plotes in the earth, wliere they

And so fur as clreumstances will | they mi
rermit. of the free operations of the | Bible “for the accomplishment of
eague the appeal to the men of | His purposes in the last days.” The
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remainelt until God inspired Joseph
fSmith to hring them to light, in that
bt be made to unite the

plates were seen also by Oliver Cow-
dery, Martin Marris and David
Whitmer. 8mith preached the ap-
proach of the millennium, in the
face of bitter persecution and to the
peril of hie life. His courage drew
disciples to him, and, on April Gth,
1830, “the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-dny Saints’” was organized.
Converta  rapidly increased the
new sect, and n thriving colony
was formed in Missouri; but, 10
1838, in consequence of contioued
persecution, the whole body of
Baints, numbering about 15,000,
guitted Missouri and took refuge 11
Illinois, where they founded Nau-
woo, or the ity of Beauty, Fresh
disturbances arose here, and Smith
was thrown into prison,nt Carthage.
where, on June 24th 1844, Bmith
was shot by a mob that broke into
the prison, and died a martyr to the
faith by whieh he had unflinchingly
held since it had been revealed
him.
THE INTERVIEW.

A fter the lecture, o representative
of the Clirvnicle hod o talk with Xi-
der Rankin, who gave him a
deal of interesting Information con-
cerning the Mormons and their do-
ings. 1t was, he said, in July,
1847, that the first of the Mormons,
then under the puldince of Brig:
ham Young, who had succeeded
Smith, arrived in the Great Salb
Lake Valley. The place was then
wilderness, nnd it was believed that
the cultivation of cere I8 was im-
possible, but the lond was reclnimed
to cultivation by the industry of the
peopie, and it was now ns fertile 0
ploce as one might wish to llve nn
dle in, The #ult Lake City wod
founded, an emigration fund wad
established, and settlers pOlll'ed
in from all parts of Rkurope
In 1850 the region occup
%yt.he Mormons was orgnnlzed as &

erritory, under the name of Umhi
and a Tervitory—not o State—it stil
remains. A 'Territory, Mr. Rankin
explained, stands to the governmen
of the United Btates very much 118
the same relatlon that the Dominiolt
of Canada bears to Great Britain.
The government nppoints n g0V~
ernor and diatrlet._ju&gee. The his:
tory of Mormonism had, continy
Mr. Raukin. bevn one of continue
progress. Forty years ago, the Mor-
mons numbered 15.000; now they
counted, roughi{, 250,000. They
had three temples in Utah, and 8
fourth was in course of erection. The
command to preacl; the Goapel to
nations and to all peoples was helng
carried out to the letter, and mission-
aries were makiug converts in every
purt of the world, The first rt,‘Mh‘
em], Orson Hyde and Heber .Klmd'
ball, came to England In 1837, alY
made many converts in Leeds,
Manchester, Liverpool, Blrming~
ham, Glasgow, and especialy in the
districts of South Wales. 80

Mogt of the colv
were nbie,
Mr. Rankin

emiginted to Utah.
i tative with

furnished our represen



