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T0 THE PUBLIC.

I hereby inform the public that the DeserET
News is not and has nat been an orgin of
mine, for, except matter accompanied with
my name, | have only occasionally, and that
too some time ago, known any more of the
contents of the News, until after it is pub-
1'shed, than I bave of the copy furnished to
the compositors of the New York Ledger.

BRIGHAM YOUNG.

FROM THE ARMY OF THE POTOMAC.

THE DESERET NEWS.

T

The army of the Potomac is, so far as
known, still encamped at Falmouth, but how
long it willremain there or what movement will
next be wade is extremely uncertain. It may
occupy the left bauk of the Rappabannock for

them for thirty days. He subsequently ten-
dered his resignation, which was not accepted.
So says report,

It seems to be very generally believed in
‘m litary circles” that the Confederates are
still in full force in the vicinity of Fredericks-

months yet, and it may, either for health, or
for offensive operations, have its headquarters

many more weeks shall have passed away.
What the intentions of the War Department
may be in relation to that renowned army,
(the bravery of the officers and men- com-

burg, and in the event an effort shall be made

'to eross the Rappahinnock either above or

' below that place by the army of the Potomace
removed to tome point on the right bank of | P y ) ’

that noted river, and wearer Richmond before |

a most determined resistance will be made.
Their hatred of the “Yarkees” has notdimin-
ished.
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CONFLICT WITH THE ALABAMA.

——

posirg which, has not teen doubted) no one,

not ¢ nnected wilh the service, and it is be-

Intelligence recently received at New York
from the department of the Gulf, represen's

lleved that few if any of those who are,

knows, as the greatest secrecy possible is J-i

maintained in regard to it, which is certainly
a wise measure, \
Some two weeks since, arepo t was sent
over the wires in every d'rection throughout
the Nor h and West, that a forward movement
had been made, that Gen. Barns de had erossed
the Rappakannock, and thata terrible battle
was raging in which Gen. Hocker hal been
mortally wounded; a report which few, if
any, seemed to beli-ve, and which was, so far

'that the fleet of steamers sent by Commodore
Farragut to recapture the Harriet Lane, con-
sisting of the sloop-cf-war Brooklyn, the
Hatteras and five other steamers, while off
Galveaton saw a steamer in the offing.
‘¢ mmander of the Hatteras was ordered to get
his ship under way for the purpose of speak-
"ing the stranger. It was late in the day
‘and nearly dark before the Hatleras caue
' within hailing distsnce of the strange
‘steamer. In answer to the inquiry as to the
name of thesuspicious craft, she replisd, “Fer
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PROGRESS OF THE WAR.

was concerned, a sheer fabrication. ‘There
was, however, a movement commenccd, but
it'has noi been made to appear whether it was
really intended to cross the river and attack
the enemy, oronly as a feint to deceive {he
Con'e'erates and ascertain their strength, of
wh'eh the commanding officers were in doubt,
as it bad been reported, and to some extent
believed, that the C nfederate army at Fred.
ericksbu'g had been greatly depleted by the
withdrawal of heavy detatchments to rein-
force Gen. Bragg in Tennessce. The prevai-
Ing opinion seemed to be, that there was no
intention of recommencing hoitile operations
at that time.
prevented, as the river w.s not crossed and no
fizhting took place.

Gen. Burvside issued an order on the 20th,
announcing to the army that they were about
to meel the enrmy once more; that the ricent
Fed ral victories in Tennessee, Arkansas
and North Carolina, had weakened and divi-
ded the enemy, and that a favorable moment
had arrived in whicl to give a death blow te
the rebellion, and gain such a victory as was

The reports concerning the operations tt:-l’h
the s:veral Federal flaets and armies agai st
the enemy within the last few weeks, bave
been somewhat wvague and wmncertain, and
often contradictory, but it is evident that the
greatest exertion possible under the circum-
stances has been and is being made to wage
successful war with the Confederates on land |
and witer, and if possible to crush out the re- |
bellion and thereby restcre peace to the coun-
try. No great battles have been fough', but
i{ several are pot impending such evenls can-
not be premised from appearances.

The fleets and armies prepared and concen-
trated along the Carelina coast f.r apgressive
warfare, are represented to be large and well-
appoiated. A decisive blow, it is anticipated,
will be struck on the Atlantic coast at no
distant day. Several eonflicts of minor impor-
tance have occurred in North Carolina, and
evidently the war will be v'gorously prosccu-
ted in that region for a time to come ard until
the question of superiority of force shall be
decided. To secure a favorable result in their
behalf, the Confederates are making vigorous
~ exertions and, judging from their st.tements I that awaited them, if they,

referred to their Former achievements, and in-

as the crossing of the river and the fighting

formed the soldiers of the glorious future | . —
with their officers 'ag soon as she cou'd be got under way, but North Carolina bank notes $1,25a1,30: wheat

Maj28'y’s sloop of war Spitfire,” The com-
mander of the Hatteras ordered acling sailin:
mas‘er Partridge with a boat and crew to go
‘aboard the steamer, whichh was afterwards as-
certained tohave been the privateer Alabama,
| The boat cou¥ ying the cfficer, had not, ac-

| cor'ing to his report as publis* ed, shoved off

'more than a ship’s length, before the Ala-

bama, alias Spitfice, poured a broadside into
‘the Hatteras, which was replid to instanter.
The Hatteras anl A'abama on exchanging
!brmdnidea, both steamed ahead side by side,
‘each fi ing into the other as fast as their guns
‘conid be ioaded for about half an hour,
‘Partridge endeavoring by the vigorous exer-

‘take and get aboard of the Hatteras. He at
l one time in the dark,lost s'ght of the steamers,
“but subsequently came within view again,
!J when he discovered thal they had stopped, the
Hatteras blowing offs'eam with the Alabama
faluugmde, and from the cheering en board Lhe
‘privateer, he soon bec.ime convinced 'hat the
'Hatteras hid been boarded, and was a prize
to the Alabama. To prevent falling into tl:e
‘hands of the enemy, officer Partridge selired

‘gome time in the course of the night.
The Brooklyn give chase as represented,

[Feprvary 4, 1868,

Pueb la, and ctlacked fourteen thousand men
eight leagues from the city, The Mexicans

were victorious, and the French were repulsed

and retreatel to O.izaba. They had aban.
doned Tampico, and their communication with
Jalapa had been cut off, and a'so their com-
munication between Orizaba and Vera Cruz,

The entire French force in Mexico was
estimated at twenty-eight thousand, but it was
expected that fifteen thousand more would
arrive from France soon. The Freuch troops
‘are represented as having been in a most des-
tituts condition at latest advices. They could
get no supplies in the country, aud were con-
stantly surrounded by the Mo:xican guerillas,
who harrassed them by night and by day, and
every soldier found straggling from camp was
sure to be lassoed by the Mexicans,who are e-
presented as determined to fizht the in.aders
to the last.

The Mexican force is estimated at thirty-
five thousand at Puebla, ten or twelve thon-
sand between thers and the capital,s twelve
thousand more at the capital, eizht thousand
in quarters, from twelve to fourteen thousand
in Guerre a, most of them badly armed. It is
stated that the fortifications at Puebla mount
two hundred guns, and th seof the city of
Mexico a like number.
city of Mexico, Puebla and other places of
importance, have been rendered impregnable
to the French ferces now in Mexico,

i There are rumors of difficulties existing
among the Mexican Generals, and tha*t Do_
biado has comm tte.] suicide to prevent being
taken prisoner by Mejia, Ortego and Com-
onfort, are also reported to be seriously op-
posed to each other. Deserters from the
‘army are said Lo be of [requent oceurrence,

and five oflicers have Leen shot at Puebla for
conspiracy.

It is believed that the
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If there was, circumstances tions of the men atthe oars of his boat to cver- 1 O’the battle of Murfreesboro, the Richmond

Ezaminer, of the 204 ins* , says that Brage’s
official report to the Confederate Government,
was positive and satisfac'ory; that he had
captured four thousand pri oners, two briga-
diers, thirty-one pieces of cannon, and effected
& general repulse of the enemy froin all points
save one, which it thinks is enough to con-
stitute a claim to cne of the most signal of all

the victories of this war, il the combat can
be considered as definitely concluded.

due to the country and the Federal arms. He iy the diréction of the fleet and was picked “Pl At Ricimond, on the 231 of December,

iCﬂHfEdEI‘HtE notes being the standard, gold
was $1,90a3,35, silver $2,6013, Virginia and

which have gained publicity, they are very | would pull together, which if they would do, 'lost sight of the Alabama ia the darkness of 14410, corn meal $3,50, flour $20.125, bacon

sapguine that success will erown theirefforts.
The Federal Government does not anticipate
any reverses, and those intrusted with the
the ex -cution of the gigantic echemes devised
for the overlhrow of the rebellion in that see-

den-e of God towards restoring psace to (he '

country, and the Government te its rightful
autbority. ' :

It was announcea that a movement was

as was found pext morping sunk in nine
fatboms of water. What became of her offi-
cers and crew was of course not kunown;

| those not killed in the confl ct, will probably 1

a great step would be taken under the provi- the n'ghtand gave up the pursuit. The Htter- ‘U ¢offee $3,75 per 1b, sugar 99¢, molasses

$L75 per gall, salc 66¢c per 1b, butter $1,25,
cheese $1,10a1,23, candles 75.83:, lard 60a70¢,

potatoes $4,50 per bush., apples §$15a16 per
barrel.

The Confederate steamer Nashville lies in

F
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tion ol coun'ry, are said to be confident that
viciory in the approachi g contests will inva-
riably attend the Federal arms.

In the West, the war, as per report, is ra-
ging withunabated fury,and the Confederates
have gained s me advantage in several in-
s'ances. They seemed determined to repos-

made by Hooker’s, Franklin’s and Blgel’!]he sent home on p .rule in some merchant'm 0 bke it - :

,corps on that day. The propised plan of i"-'eusel subscquen lv captured by the Alibama, 'egreat' PR nv:er, renfedln,uuwere,
operations was also made public, which crea- ghould she be so fortunate as to fall in with el ataﬁaes s tarpewas{, RN one mag ?n.
ted doubts as to the real obj ct of the move- l another eraft of the kind before she will bave [ board with a slow match EUND S & Hala
ment. How mny treops left camp has not | been found, and ‘ blown out of the water” by | o ETwrar 8.0y o Slaw Be; B S 2
been stated, neither how far they marched. ' gome oue of the many powerful vessels which PEORTE OV A5 suptoatl, Sty fa s st dignicd
14 Tk g W Ak the Sublie s,  blockadel and narrowly watched, and will

... Poree under Gen. McCler and, which some

have been in s arch of ber for many months, |
made acquainted a ter the triops Jeft camp

pess themselves of the Cumberland and Ten- . A better opportunity for capturing her than

nesgee rivers, and to retain possession of
Vicksburg an 1 Port Hudson, and thus thwart
the design of the Government in opening the
Mississippi to the commerce of the North
Western Stites P.ep rations for anotlier!by Gen. Burnside, that by direction of the |
attack on Vicksburg havs been in p-ngrﬂul Presiden', he had transferred the ¢ mmand of
ever gince the repulse of Gen. Sherman, and | the army of the Potomac to Gen. Hooker.
igasmuch as the Mississippi river is unusally + Genera's Franklin and Sumner were also re-
high for the season of the year, another at-|lieved from their commands at the same time,
tempt to turn the channel through the canal and were succceled, the former by Gen.
. “dug last summer, is veing made by a heavy Swmith, a:d the latter by G-n. Crouch. The
‘name of Gen. Hooker’s successor has not
trans;ired.

In his order transferring the c-mmand,
Gen. Burnside b iefly stated to the army that
the short time he bad beem in command, al-
though not fruitful of victory nor of any con-
sid rable advancement of ther line, had
demonstrated that the offieers and men were
not wanting in courage, patienc» nor enda-
rance, which would bave produced great re-
8:lts under m re favorable circumstances. He
exhorted them to continue to exercise virtue,
'o be true to their country and to the priuei-
ples they ha ! sworn to maintain, and to give
to Gen. Hooker their full and co-dial support,
which il they weuld do, they w uld deserve
guccess, A
{  On being relieved from the command of the
grand army, Gen, Burnside and several mem-

rendered the crossing of the river impossible.
A few days of suspense fol'owed, and then
cime the announcement made on the 26t ult,

seem to think will be effected, while others
have no faith in t'e measure., Should he
water which has b2en turned in‘o the canal not
form a chaunel of sufficient dep'h to enable
the fleet to pass th ough, it is believed that the
river will rise sufficiently to render the capal
navagable for smaller eraft, on which the
army can be transported b low the city, and
thus prevent the delay on their way South-
ward that would a‘tend the reduction of that
stronghold, which rome of the officers zre of
the opinion would take one hundrei apd fifty
th~usand men to storm.

News from that vicinity is looked for with
great interest, as there is much depending on
the success of Gen. Gran’ts expedition.
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WOOD! WOOD!—B ethren, serd on that
wood, It is now wanted at this Office.

: G ilveston by a sguidson of seven of the most

}furmid-abla ships of war belonging to the

na'y may not be offere! again very soon, |
There is some mystery altached tothe circum-
sta’ ce of her decoying the Hatteras fr m the
fleet, and aler engaging, cajturing and sink-
|ing her, cifscling an escape,

| - e

FRENCH REVERSES IN MEXICO.

The latest intelligence received from Mexi-
co does not present a v ry favorable state of
things in relation ts the suc ess of the French
arms in that country. It is reported that in
a fog on the night of the 1Sth of D:cember, a
force «f eight bundred Mexican cavalry, at-

‘probably mnever l:ave Ler anchorage again

was, the prevalence of bad weather, which | was presented when she” was disc versd (Bl under th» stars and bars of the Confederacy;

so says a Fedral offizer, who has been wilbin
a bilf mile of her.

John M rgan, the guerrilla chief in Ten-
nessee, receutly married a young lady in
Murfreesboro.

A letter [ om an officer on board the U. S

steamer B bb, off Charleston, s ys that Fort

Sumter has been plated with railroad iron.
Where has it eome from?

The Richiaond Enguirer says: “When the

;Nurth W .nis peace she can obtain it by re-
,coguising the independenes of the Sou'hern

States, and
demands.”
R.chmond papers of the 10th Jan., contain

yelding the terms: which jnstice

*Gen. Magruder’s dispatch regarding the re-

tacked the vanguard of the French army under cent capture of Galveston —of which the fol

Puebla, and repualsed the invaders w th great

Lalan‘.;,hter. It is stated tbat Gen. Berthier o .
lost two thousand men, killed and wounded. Tison at (his place,
The Mrxicans,itis said, fought wi'h desperi-[

Gen. Berthier, four thousand strong, befura‘hwing is an extract:

“This morning, the 1st of January, at 3
o’cl ck, I attacked the enemy’s fleet and gar-
and captwel the ialter

and the steamer Harriet Lane, and two barges
and a schooner of the former. The res‘, some

tion. The Fre ¢ were taken by surp:ise, and . four or five, escaped i guominiously under care

could not withstand th> furirus onslaught of
the M:xicns, who in maay instances lassoed
‘he Fiench officers and dragged them off, a
m)de of warfare unknewn in their tactics, to
which they coull make no success ul resis-
tance. A rortie was subsequently made byl

of a flag of truce. I have about six bundred

‘prisoners and a large quantity of valuable

stores, arms, &c.”
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THEATRE —The management announces

Ifar this evening, the favorite comedy ““The

Secret Agent,” and the popular farce S Do~

| bers o” bis ataff had leave of absence given |ten thousand Mexicans, who marched from mestic Economy.”
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