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trust. to God, in the spirit of a real
searcher for truth, it §is a remarkable
thing that the Balaams who are sthnd-
jng above should not be able to see you
everywhere, I cannot help but tell you
a little private affain: But a few dayvs
ago, when the gentleman to my right
{Dr. Talmage) came to my hotel T toid
him a very remarkable {neident. I had
just then recelved a letter from my
dear wife, saying to me, "Do not be
persuaded by those people to become a
Mormon,” 1 then, with that letter in
my pocket—and that seems like a very
djsobliging husband—went to see your
venerable President, the very fountain
head of your Church upon this earth.
This morning, as I came back from
Ogden, I had another letter, and for
the flrst time I am told that two
Apostles—maybe they were Elders—
came to the clty where I usually live
In the summer time {and where we still
have our home on account of my ab-
mence) and they asked the mayor of
that eity permission to preach, and he
refuged, and then they went and vis-
tted my own house. I can assure you,
in the presence of God, that if I were
at home the mayor of that eity would
have trembled In hils boots and he
would have glven permission. He has
met me once hefore. There Is not a
singie church In that city, with the ex-
eception of the Roman Catholle church,
who can go in and say, like your
Elders, ‘we are the true church, by
direct revelation from God."" There are
plenty of churched there who say, “we
are a kind of a church, by the direction
of John Knox, or John Calvin, or Mar-
tin Luther, or John Wesley;'" but no
man among them can go In there like
these two apostles. The remarkable
ineident is that in the day I am per-
mitted to address thiz audlence I re-
eejve a message that for the first time
in our llves two Mormon Elders enter
my humble abode and there try to
speak the words of truth, as they un-
derstand it, to my wife. I say to you
that those Balaams who stand upon
the mountain tops looking down into
the valleys, there should be room that
all of them should be able to see you.
Your Church should be 80 situated that
all men, the learned and the Ignorant,
the rich and the poor, should be able
to approach It and see It a5 1t really is.
I do trust and hope that if—ITf—you
are really the true Church, then your
Mght may shine before men. so that
xnone of them shall be deprived of ft.!
Howeéver, 1 am glad to say this:
Whether you are or-not, I must confess!
that I have traveled pretty nearly all
over the world, but as a rule I never
pay much attention whether a man
#nys he is a Presbyterian, or a Primi-
tive Methodist, or A Wesleyan Methond-
1st. It has no charm for me, Rut
your humble misslonaries buttonhole|
me everywhere, telling me they are the
only true Church, and practi®ally I as
* 2 (“hrietian have no right to exiat in it .
and T stand aghast and look. There-
ifore, my attention is arrested, and
therefore I examine. What the result
will be, God only knows. But let me
ray to you that vour hospitality, your
esonduect of life, the devotion of your|
miggionaries, thelr lovalty. thelr sim-
plicity of faith, 18 something which I
admire, admire more than I can ex-|
prega In words. And I do hope and
pray that whatever has taken place!
in thia tabernacle and all that has sur-
rounded me may In the end result
that it shall come a blesalng to me and
to you. Yea. that no Balanm may en-
ter your gates, unless when he returns
he may also exclaim, ke Ralaam of
¢ld, 'O how beautiful are thy tents, O
Jacob, and thy tabernacles, O Israel!™

ELDFER €. W. PENRORE.

There is a little time left, which T am
requested to oceupy. I have been very
much intereated, as I am sure you have
Becn, In the remarks that have been
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"made to us b,v.Dr. Reiner. They are
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very applicable to the Latter-day
Baints, because of the faith that we
have through the revelatlons of God
that we are indeed Israel; not merely
in n spiritual sens&, but literally. We
believe that we are of the geed of Abra-
ham. God has revealed through- His
servants the Prophets and the Patri-
archs whom He has placed in His
Church, that the great body of the peo-
ple are literally of Israel; that our fore-
fathers were seattered among the na.
tions of the earth and there intermin-
gled with the gentiles, We are chiefly
of KEphraim, and, as the Prophet Hosea
predieted, “Ephralm hath mixed him-
self among the people.” In theze last
days God s calling Israel from all the
nations of the earth, and He has a
speclal work for Ephralm to dg. I am
a father unto Israel, and Ephraim is
my firatborn”—that is, the firstborn*in
thls great latter-day work. You who
have recelved your blessings under the
hands of the Patriarehs In the Church
have heen told to what tribe you be-
long, 4nd it appears that the great body
of the Latter-day Salnts are of the
house of Ephraim.

We have proved the truth of the say-
ing made to us this afternoon, that
those who come to curse either leave
upon us a blessing or their curses turn
to blessings. When thls Church was
first organized God promised to us that |
"no weapon formed agnlnst us should |
prosper; that the tongue that should
rise in judgment against us should be
condemned;” and our experience has |
shown that the word of the Lord has
been fulfilled. We have been c¢alled to
pass through a great many trials, afflie-
tions and tribulations, and many have
risen up to curse and to do us harm; but
out of all these things he Lord ha=
brought us off more than conqueror.”
And He wlill do so. Nothing will mill-
tate apgainst us, but those evils which
have been alluded to this afternoon,
that may arlse In our own midst. It is
true that we need not fenr anhy opposi-
tion from without; we need not fear
any power that may rise agalnst us, no
matter of what nature it may be, no
matter from what souree 1t may come.
No matter if the powers of a nation o1
of nations shall be brought to bear
against the Church of Christ,-they will
not prevall; but the Chureh will re.
malin, and endure, and abide, This ia
the beginning of that kingdom that
Danfel saw in his vision, or the vislon
Nebuchadnezzar had which was
repeated to Danlel, (Chap, 2.) This 1a
the'stone cut out of the mountaln with-
out hands.” It was to "break in plecesa
and consume all other kingdoms.” It
was not to be teft to another people, but
to stand forever, and no power can pre-
vail against it.

Our Church and our doctrines are
not derived from these seriptures. We
belleve in the Blble; we belleve in the
0)ld Testament and in the New Testa-
ment, 50 far as they are translated cor-
reet]y; but we belleve—] was about to
say, more, and I will say it—we be.
lieve more In “the llving word of God,
which abideth forever,” And that liv-
ing word comes through the living
oracles, through those men whom God
has ealled, and who have been appoint-
ed and ordained, and are emdowed not
only wlith the office and calling of the
Apostleship or Eildership, but with the
power and the spirit thereof, and with
all the keys, blessings, privileges and
rlghts which were enjoyed by the
Avposties of old and the servants of God
who ministered with them. Now, we
prize these *7love letters” alluded to by
Dr. Relner, the scriptures that have
come down to us from times that are

past. We think a great deal of them.
We believe In tbem. We read
them, We ponder upon them,
We rejolce In  them. But we
have the game communication

opened up today that was open in

times phst, by which these "love lot-
ters” have come down to us. God is
the same yesterday, today and for-
ever.” Hc is a God of revelatlon. He
is & God who can and "will, when the
people are prepared for jt, communi-
cate with His children. And we pro-
claim to the ends of the earth that in
these days God Almighty has spoken
from heaven: that Jesus Christ, His
beloved 8on, our Elder Brother, has
visited the earth again; that angels
have come down from the courts om
high, and have hrought thelr messages
to men on earth; that the old Apostle—
ship has been restored by the ministra-
tion of men who held the keys thereof
in former times, and that Apostlieship
{s here with us; and one ot the rights,
powers and privileges of that Apostie-
ship is to eomimunicate with the Father
and the Son, and to have the Holy

Ghost ne a splrit of revelation and (f-

spiration, 8o that we can obtaln mes-
sages from our Loved One on high to-
day, and do not depend altogether upon-
the "love lettgrs"' of the past.

It {3 this that arrested the atten-
tion of our friend who has spoken to-
us today, As-he sald, this Is not a.
place for debate. We are not herc for
any sueh purpose. But seeing therg i3
a little time to beé occupled and I am
requested to occupy it, I also must
speak from my henrt, as T belleve he
has spoken form his heart. He has
segn some things that are good among-
us, and some things that appear to be
weak. But we rest upon this: that
God, who In anelfent times spoke to the
fathers by the Prophets, and who sent:
Hlis beloved 8on, when the proper time
came, to sacrifice Himsell for the ainar
of the world and to establish Hia
Church among the people, has in these
still later days, spoken unto us by His
Prophets. In the beginning of thia dis-
pensation He raised up a Prophet. Was
he one of the learned, wise and edir-
cated men of the century? No. He
rafsed up a simple boy and apoke to
him, Why did He not choose one of
the learned doctors or ministers of some
of the various churches that existed—
men of experience and learning, who
were trained in the schools of theology,
and who were able to read the Serip-
tures in thelr original tongues? Simply
because, perhaps as the most learned
of the anclent Apostles—Paul--gald,
“Not many wlse, not many mighty, not
many learned after this world, hath
God called; but He has chosen the
weak things of the earth to confound
the mighty,”” What for? “That no
flesh might glory in His presence.” I
God had called some very learned and
highly edueated man to this ministry,
probably he would have taken the
glory to himself; or people in the
world who heard him would probnhiy
say, ''Oh, thls man is only another
learned man that has come and estaba-
lished & new church.” But God called
a weak and Nliterate hov, nnd He
raised him up to accomplish His work.
He sappeared to him with His Son-
Jesus Christ, and He =aid, “Thiz g8 my-
beloved Son: hear HIm;"” and all the-
revelations that have come from .the-
Father have come throuch the Hon, It
has been 80 from the beginnine” Jomum,
our Elder Brother, stands hetweem us:
and God as thé Mediator with, the
Father. The worldR were made by
Him. AN things are of the Fathar.
but they are by and thromgh Jesus:
Chriast,who ig the Word, and who was In
the beginning with God. and who was
God, and all things were made hy
Him. The revelations of (ind the Fath-
er come through Jesus Christ, His Son,
This Churech, from that time, hns been:
In eommunieation with the powers om
hirh, through Jesus Christ, Therefore,
this is the Church of Jesus C'hrist, he-
cause He made ft. because His nower:
Is In It, aAnd becauze He communicates
with It Tt §s not the Chureh of Josenh:
Smith, or of Brigham Young, or of Johm:



