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atlon says, *“There was not a particle of it
which he did not behold, discerning it by
the Spirit of Goa,” If we go to the top of
a very bigh mountain, we can only beho!d
a very limited landscape, for the most dis-
tant portions of our view are generslly
obscured by the vapors of the earth or by
smoke, so that we only see a dim oatline.
But here was a man of God, having the
Spirit of God, lighting up his mind to that
degree that he could see every particle of
the earth. This wasa wonderfaul develop-
ment of the mind and powers of man, I
de not sup that the mind of Moses was
constituted any different from the minds of
the congregation now before me; every
one of us bhas the same kind of human
spirit that he had. Though not called with
thesame calling, yet we have the sawe
kind of spirit, and are the children of the
same Father. Now if Moses had within
bim a ecertain undeveloped principle,
which for the space of some eighty years,
he did not know that he possessed until
God on that occasion Jighted it up and
brought it forth, so that he was capable not
only of lookiag upon the surface of our
globe but of looking into its interior, I do
not know why each and every one of those
now present before me have not the same
faculy and gift, if it were only developed.

I bring up these things to show how
God deals with his children—his sons and
daughters—hy lighting n? the mind, and
then leaving them awhile in darkness. 1tis
not likely that many of us, with the little
experience that we have, could resist such
great temptations as Moses did. If such
powers were brought to bear on our minds
they might overthrow and destroy us, but
he was prepared beforehand: he had be-
beld the glory of God, and had received
strength from tbe heavens, consequently
when the opposite powers assailed him,
his previous experience strengthened him,
and be held fast to the rod of iron notwith-
ntg;ding the darkness he had to contend
with,

When Moses received this great light
and saw the whole earth, he feit a very
great anxiety to know how the earth was
formed, It would be very natural for a
man suddenly endowed with the power to
behold every particle of the €arth, to ask,
‘‘How was this made?” and Moses said,
‘‘Be merciful unto thy servant, O God,
and show me concerning the heavens and
the earth, and thenr thy servant will be
content.” The Lord wld Moses that there
were many heavens,and wmany worlds that
had away by his power, and that as
one heaven and one earth should pass away,
even so should another come, and there
was no end to his works and to his words,
Then Moses limiied his desires.

here we see something asked of the Lord
by Moses that was not expedient, it was
not wisdom in the Lord to reveal it tohim,
he could not know all about the many
heavens. Then he asked the Loerd, saying,
“Show unto thy servant concerning th
earth and this heaven, then will thy servant
be content.”” The Lord then gave him
what we term the Book of Genesis, one of
the first books of Moses, telling him in
answer to his prayer, how he formed and
created this earth and this heaven, and the
various stages thereof, as performed im the
several days, until on the sixth aad seventh
it was completed. This, aceording to new
?alnuon contained in the *‘Pearl of Great

’rice,”” is the way Moses obtained a
knowledge of the history of this creation,
Other men, before his day, also obtained it,
Abraham, who lived several hundred
;mn before Moses, had the Urim and

humuiin, which the Lord God gave unto
him in the land of Chaldea, and by the
aid of this instrument he also obtained a
knowledge of the history of this creation,
and potonly of this, but of many others,
God also giving the names of many of
them, such as Kolob and others, which it
is not necessary for me to repeat, But the
Lord, in various ages, has manifested these
great things to the children of men,
all these great prophets, seers and revela-
tors had to experience their seasons of
darkness and trial, and had to show their
integrity belore God in the midst of the
difficulties they had to encounter. Shall
tbe Latter-day Saints despond, then, be-
cause they may have seasons of darkness
and may be brought into trials and diffis
culties? No! Let us be steadfast, holdin
fast to the rod of iron—the word of
and to our honesty, integrity and upright-
ness, that God may be well pleased with
us whether we have much or little of the
Spirit. 1do not know how we could have
many trials, if we were all the time filled
with the Spirit and comtinnally hayving
revelations,

This puts me in mind of the experience
of our Prophet Joseph, and of David
Whitmer, Oliver Cowdery and others. You
are familiar with many things contained
in tbe history of Joseph, about his hours
of trial. He had some before the Lord per-
mitted him totake the plates from the hill
Cumorali. God showed him where those
plates were, and he was commanded by
the angel to go and view them, He did so,
and when he first saw them he put forth
his band to take them. But was he suffer
ed to do sc? No. What was the reason? He
bad not had the trials necessary to prove
bis integrity, and this must be proved be-
fore he could be entrusted with so sacred a
treasure, Hence he was told to go and be
obedieut to the Lord, and to come there
from time to time, as he was commanded

by the angel of the Lord; and when the
tine had fully come he was permitted to
pake them,
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Do you guppose,from the time he saw the
plates first, to the day when he was per-
mitted to take them, be ng some four
years, that he had no temptations, trials,
darkness or difficulties to grapple with?
We are toud in his history thst, besides the
glories of heaven that were opened to his
mind, the powers of darkness were also
portrayed before him. "The Lord showed
him the two powers. What fo1? To give
bim the experience necessary to enable
him to discern between that which came
fiom God and that which came from the
Oopposite source, He saw, as Moses did,
these evil bsings personally, They were
manifested before him in their rage, malice
and wickeduness. He had also many seas
sons of sorrow, tribulation, difficulty and
temptation;and when he had proved himseli
before the Heavens, and beiore the Saints
in Paradise who once dwelt on this conti-
nent, and had shown that he was full of inw
tegrity, God perwitted him to take the
platles, and he translated the record thereon
into the English language.

Perbaps I have spoken sufficient in re«
lation to these two powers, Wuat 1 have
sald has been with the design to comtort
and encuuragsthe Saints, that they may
not think, because some ars tried this way,
and some that way, and some another, that
something has befallen them different to
what has taken place upon the hum ia fam-
ily before, and that tuey are more tried
than any other individual that has ever

ndupon the earth, Do not think this,
Latter~day Saints, but strengthen ycur-
selves in God, and in the hour «f your
trial call upon him, and he will impart
streogth and faith to you, light up your
understandings, and bring you through
victoriously, and your blessings will
still greater than before your temptations
came upon you.

By and by the time will come when the
vail, which hides this earth, and shuts out
its inhabitants from the presence of God,
will be removed. We read this in the
Book of Covenants. The earth is now
shut out from the presence of God, and all
the inhabitants, and the animal creation,
the fowls of the air and the fishes of the

sea, and everything wherein there is lire, |

all are shut out from the presence of God.
Because of the fall of the great head and
beirg who was to have dominion over this
creation, it is banished, a vail is let down
which hides us from the presence of God.
This vail or covering will soon be taken
away, and the earth will roll back again
into the presence of God. When I speak
of the earth’s rolling back again, I do not
mean that the Lord is going to translate it
from its present orbit around the sun; I do
not mean that it is going to be moved from
its present position, which it has occupied
for six thousand years; but I mean that the
vail which shuts us out from the presence
of God will be removed

Those who are sufficient!y pure to abide
that day have great promises made to
them. You will find these promises re-
corded in the Book of Doectrine and Cove-
nants,. We are told that when that day
arrives, God’s people, whether those who
have died and are resurrected, or those
who are livingjon the earth, shall know all
these things that I have spoken of. They
shall know about the earth, and all thin
in, under or around about it, and all the

wer thereof and the materials that enter
nto its constitution. All these things
will be open to the mind of man,and it
will be one of his natural gifis apparently,
I say natural, because it will be so fre-
quent. That which we call natural is some-
thing, generally speaking, that takes place
all the time, and the frequency of the thing
makes it to us natural, Well, when this
covering of which I have spoken 'is re-
moved, the knowledge that the people
will then have of the mysteries and won -
ders ofcreation will besueh that they will
many times be in about the same condi-
tion that Moses was in during the short
interval of light aad glory that was mani-
fested to him. If that man of God eould
retain his existence as a mortal being after
that great manifestation of the power of
God unto him on that occasion, I do not
know why the minds of all who are count-
ed worthy to live, when the Lord removes
the vail, can not be developed the same as
the mind of Moses was, that they may
grasp und comprehend the things of God
the same as he did. I can not, in my own
mind, see s0 much difference, a8 many
people suppose, between the ancients and
the moderns. I believe that God is willing
to bless all his children, ancient or mod-
ern, if they live before him worthily:

We read in Isaiah of a time when & cer-
tain people called Zion should be clothed
upon with the glory of God, and their city
be lighted up with a clound by day and the
light of a ﬂnming fire by night, and they
should be =0 highly favored toat, so far as
light was concerned, they should not need
the light of the sun by day, nor the moon
by night, for the Lord their God would be
their everlasting light, and thedays of their
mourning wou'd be ended. We also read
in the same eonnection that when that day
comes, ‘‘thy children,” speaking of Zion
“shall all be righteous;”’ that is,they would
be a ple npon whom and to whom God
could manifest himself as he did to Moses
and others; that the knowledge of God
would cover the earth as the waters cover
the deep. Jeremiah has said that the
time would come when the new covenant
should take its full effect here upon the
eartb; thatthere would be no more need of
ministers and priests to teach the people,al-

though there would be need for ordinances |

to administer in other capacities; but so far
as teaching the people to know the Lord
was concerned it weuld be unnecessary, In
that day no man would need to say to his
neighbor, *Know ye the Lord,)” Why?
Because all would know him, from the
least unto the greateat, for Isaiah says they
should all be taught of the Lord, all be
righteous, all receive revelation and vis-
ions, all prophesy and dream. That is,
God would reveal by his Spirit in differ-
ent ways, at different times and by differ-
ent methods to his people those things
that would comfort and build them up in
their most holy faith,

When we see the great necessity there is
at the present time to teach, and see how
prone men are to forget that which they
are taught, we say, they are like him who
beholds his natural face in a glass
and tarns away, and straightway forgets
what manner of man he is, Itis just so

need to be stirred up continually, because
of the weakness of their minds and
memories ; and paturally viewing this
weakness, it seems almost impossible to
believe that it will ever be different, as
long as men are in a mortal state, Yet I
do not look at it in this light, I look for a
great change and revolution among the in-
habitants of our globe. I look for
the .wvail to bLe en not only from
the earth, but from every creature of all
flesh that dwells upon the face thereof;
and all will be ia the presence of God. God
himself will ba their God, and they will
be his people. God himself will wipeaway
all tears from their eyes, and there will be
no more death, no more sorrow nor cry-
ing, for all things will become new, and
God wil) be with his people from that time
henceforth and forever.

Does this mean that God will all the time
dwell upon the earth? No. There will be
a conneciion, an opening between man and
God, that will bring us into his presence,
and whether he shall be far distant or near
it will make no difference. Here is a prins
ciple that none of us fully ecomprehend.

@ speak ofteniimes -of going to and re-
turning from God, of going to heaven, and
g0 on. I have no doubl that many of us
will be counted worthy to approacn near to
him so far as distance is concerned, Bat
then, when we come to reflect that distanece
will be comparatively annihilated, between
God and the worlds he has made, so that it
will make no difference, as far as his pre-
sence is concerned, whetber he is close by
or millions of miles dislant, there will be a
mutual communication between the Crea-
tor and bhis children all the time, covuse-
quently there will be union and fellowstip
with him, and rejoicing in his presence,
though he be in a world far beyond Kolob,
of which Abraham speaks,

As an illustration of this principle, let
me bring up some temporal phenomena
here on the earth. A few years ago, when
I was a boy, no such thing was dreamed of
as conversing with our neighbors two or
three hundred miles distant. And if such
a thing had been thought of and
it bad been mentioned, the dreamer
would have been at once set down as a fa-
natic or enthusiast, or as one beside him-
self, crazy or weakminded. That was the
idea our fathers had, and the idea that some
of us old men had when we were boys.
Bat since that period God has seen proper
to inspire certain individuals with infor-
mation and knowledge, to erect telegraph
poles, and, through the medium of wires
attached to these poles, placed npon non-
conductors of electricity, we are enabled to
converse instantaneously, almost, with the
most distant parts of the earth; and if there
is proper wire connection we can send our
message to the other side of the globe in
one or two seconds and get a return as
quickly, Is not this making neighbors of
the nations? So far as this one means of
communication is concerned, it is quite
neighboriy. We in Salt Lake City can sit
down by the side of our warm fires and
eonvers=e with persons in London sitting
by their fires. The people of these tweo
cities can talk together, though it is quite
expensive as yet to do so, 2

Supposing now that it were possible to
invent something still farther, by which we
could see our neighbors in London, and
the people in London could seé us in Salt
Lake City, then we could both converse
and see, And if we could do this do you
nol see that se far distance would be
almost annihilated?

Again, suppose that by some medium
now unknown tous, we could absoluately
be able to hear, not by
this coarse atmosphere of ours, but by the
vibrations of some flaid spread through
space, more refined, operating upon the
organs of the immortal ear, transferring
sounds at an immense distance, say milli-
one and millions of miles, conveying them
with the rapidity of the electric fluid itself,
and perbaps with a velocity a thousand
times greater, then we could both see and
hear, and also converse wilth our neigh
bors at long distances from wus; and if
such means of communication were opened
among the different nations of the earth,
they would all be neighbors,

Now extend this principle, and let us
suppose that there was a medium of com-
munication by which immortal beings
could see, hear and communicate from the
earth to the sun, and from the sun to the
earth, frora the earth to Jupiler, and
from Jupiter back agaln to the earth ; from
the sun to the most distant planetary
bodies of cur system, and back again from
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with regard to teaching the people; they

those bodies to the sun ; and then frem the
solar system itself to some of those starry
fpheres, and from one sphere to another,
taking in whole groups of systems, until
finally we had means of communication
with all the different worlds of the uni-
verse, as we have row between Salt Lake
and London, only through a more refined
and perfect medium, would it be neces-
sary under these circumstances that our
Father and God should be directly here on
the earth in order for us to be with him?

| Not at all, He could be situated on a world

as far distant as some of the fixed stars
from us, and there bhe could sway his
sceptre over millions of worlds and sys-
tems, and all of them be in his presence,
the vail having been removed; while those
powers that are latent,now as it were,in the
mind of fallen beings like man, being de-
veloped among all the inhabitants of these
worlds, they could communicate with him
and he with them, Would it not be said,
under these circumstances, that they were
all in the presence of God? Yes, and it
would obviate the necessity of travelling
and spending millions of years on long

Journeys through space in order to get into

his presence.

I expect that in future ages all these
things will be made manifest to the chil-
dren of God. If we are to grow up in light,
intelligence and truth, and become gods
even the sons of God, if we are to be filled
with light, understanding and knowledge;
if we are to underscand all things pertain-
ing to our earth and to other worlds, then
it seems to me that we must approximate
very nearly to the fullness of the blessings
that are now enjoyed by him who is our
Father and our God. I do not consider
that man has all of his senses developed
here, and because we have not yet exer-
cised some of our senses that have slept
unknown to us ever since our birth, that is
no argument that we do not possess such
senses, no evidence at all. You might
take a man that had the faculty of seeing
in perfection, and if he was born where
not a glimmer of light ever entered his eye
he would not know that he had such a
faculty, and you ecould not by talking,
instill the idea into his mind, he could not
comprehend it. He would say, “I hay: the
sense of feeling and the sense of smel-
ling, and the sense of hearing, but
this sense of seeing that yoa talk about I
have no idea of it, what is it?"”? He would
have to experience it in order to find 5
what was meant by seeing objects at a dis-
tance, defining their colors, and so on.
But when he looked on the surface of na-
ture by the aid of light, when it was once
brought to bear upon him, wh: t a world of
knowledge would rash into his mind, not
all at once, but by degrees, So it will be
with the Saints of God, when their latent
faculties begin fo be developed and brought
forth, so that they can gazeupoa the works
of God.

This great fature reward is worth living .
for, and this is what we should seek for,
even for the enlightenment of the Spirit.
This is what we should endeavor io culti-
vate in all our business transactions,and in
all our concerns herein life, If we culti-
vate this Spirit, it will increase upon us,
aond it will grow brighter and brighter, un-
til the perfect day, and we shall rise by de«
grees into that high position that God ins
tends for his children, to make them gods,
to dwell in his presence for ever and ever.
Amen,

i —

AUSTRALIA.—Elder Robert Beauchamp
Dolling wrote to President Geo. A, Smith,
dated Sandhurst, Victoria, Sept. 9, The fol«
lowing are extracts—

“] am now in Sandburst, a gold distriect,
I have been informed the ple are much
opposed to what is called ‘Mormonisn:,’
Il;:mﬂ visited on Sundays three congrega-
tions of professing Christians and had ins
terviews with their ministers and leading
men. Iasked the minister of the first con-
gregalion for the privilege of preaching in
hischapel. He asked me what I wished to

reach. I replied, the gospel taught by

esus and his A postles—faith, repentance,
baptism, etc. He asked if I believed bap-
tism necessary to salvation, I said I did,
and calmly defended the principle. He
got very angry and abruptly requested me
to leave., So I left him with something to
think about,

. “] was invited to speak in two meetings,
and I did so upon the apostacy. Both
ministers and congregations congratulated
me very highly and testificd that they had
been much edified. 1 contrasted the or-

the vibrations of | ganization and oneness of the churech in

former days, with the disorganization and
division of the apostate church, ete,, show.
ing the restoration of the true gospel, with
its former organization, gifts and bless-
ings; and they were delighted,

“] received quite a number ofinvitations
to tea and dinner, There is a great eager-
ness manifested by the prominent mem-
bers to be present, and all seem to be de-
lighted with my company, so much so
that I believe there wouid be no difficulty
in uniting nearly half of all ealled Christ-
ians hereabout, into a new and very popu-
lar sect on the principles of ‘Mormone
ism,” if a man were to come in his own
name, and preadh it as his own opinioas,
brought forth by his wisdom, the product
of his own mind; Bat he must not say
God had revealed it to him,”
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