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I1 need not say that it isin unexpected
to me to be called upon to address you
this afternoon although that may be

the fact I1 cansaycan bay truthfully that I1
feel exceedingly dependent for what I1
hall eay upon the of the

spirit in my feelings I1 shrink very
much from attempting to speak to you
this afternoon and unless the lord
helps me and the saints will sustain
mome by their faith and prayers I1 shall
not be able to interest you very much
or to occupy much time on being
spoken to however by president geo
Q cannon my mind reverted to a
revelation in the book of doctrine and
covenantsovenants which I1 feel prompted to
teadlead although whenwhenevereverlI1 from
the bible or the book of mormon or
the doctrine and covenants I1 feel al-
most as though I1 should apologize to
the latter day saints for the reanon
that it tois supposable that as latter day
saints we are perfectly lamillarfamiliar with
the revelations contained in the book
of doctrine and covenants with the
contents of the book of mormon and
with the doctrines of christ found in
the bible it tois fair to presume that
the L uteritter day saints read these books
and contemplate the principles and
instructinstructorsoneoos there to be found and that
they are endeavoring according to the
best light and knowledge which they
possesses to apply these principles in
their lives in order that they may be
what the lord desires they should be
his people a righteous people and a
people who have faith in god andaad who
honor his laws in their ev-
eryday life you will there
fore pardon me I1 trust my
brethren and bistersstaters for reading to you
oueone of the revelations contained in the
book otof doctrine and covenants

behold blessed saitheaith the lord are
theythe who have come up unto this land
withwit11 an eye singleingle to my glory accoraccord-
ing

d-
in to my commandmentsforfor them that live shall inherit the
earth and them that die shall restreit from
all their labors and their works shall
follow them and they shall receive a
crown in the mansions of my father
which I1 have prepared for them

yea blessed are they whose feet stand
upon the land of zion who have obeyed
my gospel for they shall receive for
their reward the good things of the earth
and it shallhall bring forth in uits strength

and they shall also be crowned with
blessings iromfrom above yea and with com-
mandmentsmand ments not a few and withwilh revela-
tions in their time they that are faithful
and diligent before me

whereforeWhere tore I1 give unto them a com-
mandmentman dment sayingsaving thus thou ehalt love
the loid thy god with all thy heart with
all thy might mind and strength and
in the name of jesus christ thou halt
serve him

thou love thy neighbor as thy-
self thou not steal neither com-
mit adultery nor kill nor do anything
like unto it

thouthod thank the lord thy god in
all things

thou offer a sacrifice unto the
lord thy god in righteousness even that
of a broken heart and a contrite spirit

and that thou davestmayeat more fully keep
thyself unspotted from the world thou
shall go to the house of prayer and offer
up thy sacraments upon my holy day

for verily this isin a day appointed unto
you to rest from your labor and to pay
lhiby devotions unto the most high

neverthelessevertheless thy vowsvow a shall be offered
up in righteousness on all days and at all
ttimeI1 in01

but remember that on this the lords
day thou ahalt offer thine oblations and
thy sacraments anto the mostmoat high con-
fessing thy sins unto thy brethren and
before the lord

and on this day thou shall do none
other thing only let thy food be prepared
with singleness of heart that thy fasting
may be perfect or in other words that
th

J oy maybemay be full
verilyorlly this isin fasting and prayer or

in other words rejoicing and prayer
and inasmuch as yeve do these things

with thank giving with cheerful hearts
and countenances not with much laugh-
ter for this is sin but with a glad heart
and a cheerful countenance

verily I1 say that inasmuch as ye do
this the fullness of the earth is yours
thete beasts of the field and the fowls of the
air and that which olimclim beth upon the
trees and walseth upon the earthyea and the herb and the good things
which cometh of the earth whether for
food or for raiment or for houses or for
barns or for orchards or for gardensgarden or
for vineyardsyea all things which come of the
earth in the season thereof are made for
the benefit and the use of man both to
please the eye and I1to0 gladden the heart

yea for food and for raiment for taste
and for smell to strengthen the body and
to enliven the soul

and it plea seth god that he hath given
all these things unto man for unto thisthi
end were they made to be used witwithh
judgment not to excess by ex-
tortiontortion

and in nothing doth man offend god
or againstILI ainest none is- hi wrath kindled
save those who confess not hishia hand in
allail things and obey not his command-
ments

behold thisthia is according to the law and
the prophetsprop neta wherefore trouble me no
more concerning this matmateror

but learn that he who boeth the
works of righteousness shall heceireceiveaworldhis reward even peace in thisthia world
and eternal life in the world to come

1I the lord have spoken it and the
spirit bearett record amen

lu reading this revelation I1 do not
expect that you will discover anything
that you have not read before and
that you do not fully understand in-
deed I1 think it would be very difficult
now for any man to address a congre-
gation of latter day saints and give
them i st ruction upon any subject
which pertains to their present welfare
and tuto their future progress iuin the
work of the lord which they havohave not
already beard of or received in their
hearts we do ootnot come here for the
purpose of hearing new things or re-
ceiving new revelation and new corncom
mund mente but really we come to-
gether that we may have our minds
refreshedrefreshfit and our memories awakenerawake
according to the inspiration otor the
holy spirit which maymaj rest upon us
in relation to those things which we
have already beard audand received and
for which we have been gathered to-
gether in order that we might put
them into practice that we might be-
come the people of god in very deed

but I1 have found very often in my
experience in reading ever
of scripture that the spirit has
brought to my mind new light and
hasbull shown up to my understanding
thoughts and views which seemed to
be nownew to me notwithstanding I1 had
been familfamiliartir with those scriptures
and had read them over mudand over
again in fact there Is aR peculiarity
which I1 have found accompanies the
reading of the word of god that
whenever read it tois calculated to re-
fresh the soul to revive the spirit of
man and to draw him nearer itif
ble to the fountain of light
truth wisdom love and knowl
edge therefore it is a9 good
thing for the latter day saints to
read very often the word of god meas it
is recorded in the bible the book ofmormon and doctrine and covenants
and asaa it has been discussed also by the
leading elders of the church with
view to making plain ththe6 lawsjaws of godbod
to the understanding of the Ohchildrenildren of
men and in reading the word of thelo10lordrd we ashould11 take into considoona ideationestionits application to us under the coroum
stances and in the conditions in which
we find ourselves and we should re-
flect as to whether we are complying
with the requirements otof the gospel or
noanot and whether we have the spirit
in our hearts which accompanies the
work and word of the lord we
should not read merely to say that we
have read but we should read with
the spirit and with the understanding
in order that we may be profitedted urand
that the truth may be revealed asaa far
as possible unto our u understanduderstandlugff
and may be so impressed upon our
minds that it will never depart from
us but will be toin us like a fountain
which ngeth up unto everlasting
life and which shall be an unfailing
source of truth of light of joy andaad ofof
peace in our hearts continually

behold blessed saithaith the lord arethey who have come upop unto this land
with an eye single to my glory accordingto my commandmentscommandment

now I1 askaak myself am I1 blessedblamed of
the lord because of my havingbaring come
up I1ii to this land agreeable to the
commandmentscommand men to of god Isig raymy eye
single to his glory and am I1 seekingseek tao
to keep his comma themtheare the questions which arise in raymy
mind am I1 really enjoying this
promise and this blessing and am I1living soBO that I1 shall be worthy of a
continuance of this blessingblaming if I1am not then why am I1 not
and what excuse ball I1 give hat
I1 am not receiving the blowingblessing
that is here promised what accorn
will I1 be able to reader of myay steward
ship and the course which I1 am pur-
suing it this blessing is not realizedreali sed
by me in thisthia land unto which the
lord hasbag brought mt I1 have come
hers what for I1 came here in my

for the purpose of finding fta
place otof ty a place of rest a home
somewhere where my head could lay
in peace undisturbed by the band of
mobs and of violence I1 came here in
fulfillmentfulfilment of the commandments of
god

it lais true this revelation was given
in 1831 it had perchance at that
time reference directly to tileilie land of
zion in missouri bit it also applies to
thisthia lanilland with justjul thoihu same torcefurce and
the fame cou as itic applied to


