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DISCOURSE

DELIVERED BY

PRESIDENT JOSEPH . SHITH

Al the Tabernacle, Salt Lake Oily,
Sunday, January 8th, 1893.

[REPORTED BY ARTHUR WINTER.]

I need not say that it 1s unexpected
to me to be called upon to address you
this afternoon, although that may he
the fact. I can say truthfuily that I
teel exceedingly dependent for what I
shall say upon the promptlngs of the
Bpirit. In my feellngs I sbrink very
much from attemptiug to epeak to you
this aftetnoon, and unlees the Liord
heips me- and the SBaints wlll sustain
me by their fatth and prayers, I shall
not he able to fnterest you very wuch
or to occupy much time. Op being
spoken to, however, hy President Geo.
Q. Cauvnop, my mind reverted to a
revelution in the Book of Doctrine and
Qovenants, which I teel prompted to
1ead; although whevever I do read from
the Blble, or the Bouk of Mormon, or
the Doctrive and Covenants [ (ee)l nl-
most a8 lhough I should apologize to
the Liatter-day Bainis, fur the rearon
that it is suppoeahle that as Latter-duy
Hainta we are periectly tamlliar with
the revelations contained in the Biok
ol Doctrine nnd Covenants, with the
contents of the Book of Motmon, and
with the dootrines of Christ found in
the Bible. It ls fair tv preaume that
the Latter-day Saints read these books
and coulemplale the privgiples and
instruct.ous there to be found, and that
they sre cndesavoring, according to the
hest light snd kuowledge which they
posseeses, to upply these principies iuv
their lives, in order that they may he
what ithe Liord desires thiey should he—
His people, a righteous peopie, und s
people who have faith In God and who

bopor His laws in thelr ev-
eryday lfe. You will, there-
fore, pardon me, I trust, my

brethren and sistere, for reading to you
oue of the revelaitions contoined 10 the
Bogk of Doctrine and Covensnts,

Bebold, blessed, sailh tho Lord, are
lho{ who bave come up unto this land
with an eye single 10 My glory, accord-
ing lo My commandmens;

For them thut live sball inherit the
earth, snd them that die shall rest from
all their labors, and their works shall
fullow them, and tlhey shall receive a
grown in the mansions of My Father,
whioh I have prepared for them;

Yea, blessed are they whose feet stand
upon the land of Zion, who have obeyed
My Gospel, for Lhey ehall receive for
their reward the good things of the earth;
and it sball bring forth in 1:a sirength,

And they shall also be crowned with
blesslngs froin ahove, yea, and with com-
mandments not o fow, and with revela-
tions in their time; they that are falthful
and diligent before Meo.

Whereforq I give unto them a com:
niandwent, pgaying thus: Thou shaltlove
the Loid thy God with all thy beart,with
all thy might, mlnd and strevugib; and
in the nnme of Jesus Christ thoo shalt
sorve Him.

Thou shalt lnve thy neightor aslby-
sclf. Thou sbalt not steal, neither comn-
mit adultery, nor kill, nor do anything
like unto it.

Thou shalt thank the Lord thy God in
all things.

Thou shalt offer a sacrifice unto the
Lord thy God ib righteousncss, even that
of a broken heart and a contrite aplrit.

And that thou maycst more fally keep
thysel! unspotted from the world, thou
sbalt go to Lhe housze of prayer aud offer
up thy sscramuents upon my holy day;

For vorily this ls a d.a% appointed unto
you lo rest from your labors, and 1o pay
mK( devotions unto the Most High;

oevertheless, thy vows shall he oftered
up in rigbiecusness on all days and at all
times;

But remember that on this the Lord’s
duy, thou shalt offer thine ohlations and
thy sacraments nnto the most High, con-
fessing thy sins unto thy brethren, and
before the Lord,

And on this day thou shalt do none
other thing. only let Lby food be prepared
with singleness of heart, that thy fasting
may be perfect, or, in other words, that
ibysjoy may he full,

V'B'rlly, this is faating and prayer; or,
in other words, rejoleing and prayer.

And inasmuch a8 yo do these thiogs
with thauksgiving, with cheerful hearls
and countenunces, not with much laugh-
ter, for this ia Bin, but with a glad heart
and a cheerful countenance;

Vorily, I aay, that inasmoeh as ye do
this, the fullneas of the earth ia yours;
the beasts of the fisld and the fowls of the
air, and that which ollmbeth upon Lhe
trees and walketh upon the earth;

Yes, und the harh, aud the pood thiogs
whioh cometh of the earib, whether for
food or for raliment, or for houses or for
harnts, or for orchards, or for gardens, or
for vimoyards,;

Yen, all things which come of the
carth, in the season thereof, arn made for
the bevefit and the use of man, both to
ploase the eye and {0 gladden Lhe heurt;

Yea, for food and for raimeut. for tasto
and for smell, to etrougiben the body and
to enliven tho sonl,

And it pleaseth God that he hath given
all these things unto man; for uaoto this
end were lhey made to he used with
judgment, not to exceas, neither by ex-
tortion:

And in unothing doth man offend Ged,
or agalust none is His wrarh kindled
gave those who confess not his hand In
sll things, and obey not his command-
ments.

Behold, this is according to the Iaw and
the propueta: wherofore, trouble me no
more concerving this mat er,

But learn that he who dooth the
works of righteousness &shall receive
his reward, even poace in this world,
and eternal life in the world to come.

1, the Lord, bave spoken i, and the
Spirit heareth rocord,  Amen,

Iu reading this revelation I do not
expect that you will disgcover anything
that you have not read belore, unyg
that you do pot fully understapd. 1n-
deed, I think itwould be very Jdifficult
pow for any man to address a conyre-
gativn of Liutter-day Brivtsand give
them | structict upon any subject
whieh pertaivs lo their present welfnre
and to their future progress ip the
work of the Lord which they have not
ulready heard of or received in  Lheir
hearts. We do not come here fof the
purpose of hearjvy new thinge, or re-
ceiving new revelation and new com-
mundments; hut really we come Lo.
gother that we may bave our minde
refreshed and our memorlesawakened,
nccording to the iospiraticnn o1 the
Holy Bpirit which muay rest apon us,
in relailun to those things which we
have already beard aud recelved, nod
for which we have bheen gathered to-
gether fu order that we might put
them iuto practice, that we rtuigzht be
corae the people of God in very deed,

—
—

But I bave found very often ip my
experience in reading over Pansnges
of Bcripture that the Bplrit pag
brought 1o my mind new light, and
bas shown up to my understaudjng
thoughts aud viewes which seemed tg
he new to me, notwithstanding { hagq
been familiar with those Beriptures
apd had read them over and over
again, In facl, there len Peculiarity
which I have found sccompanies the
reading of the word of God, that
whenever read 1t is caloulated to re.
fresb the soul, to revive the spirit of
mau, aod to draw hlm nearer, it posal-

hle, to the [fountuin of light,
truth, wisdom, love aud kpow].
sdge. Therefore, it 18 a good

thing for the Latter-day Baints to
read very oftén the word of God ng jg
ls recorded in the Bible, the Book of
Mermon aod Doctrine and Covenants

and as it bag heev diacusned also hy ;hé
leading Elders of the Church with g
view to making plaiv the laws of (Fod
to the uvderstandiog of the children of
men. And in readivg the word of the
Liord we should take into conslderatjon
ite application to us under lhe giroum.
stances and in the conditions in whigh
we find ourselves, and we shonld re-
flect a6 to whether we are complying
with the requiremients ol the Gospe) or
not, and whether we have the pirit
inour hesrts which accompanles the
work and word of the Lord. ‘W
should not read merely 10 ey that wo
have read; but we should read with
the apirit and with the uuderstandlng

‘in order that we may be profited, and
that the lruth may be revesled, as far
as possible, unto our understanding
and may be so lmpressed upon our
minds that it will pever depart from
us, but wili be In us llke & fountain
which springeth up unto eVeriasting
life, and which shall be an unfajling
source of truth, of light, of joy und of
peace in our hearts continually,

“‘Bebold, blessed, saith the Lard, are
they who have come op unto this land
with an eye single 10 my glory,according
to my commandmonts.

Now, I ask wmyself, am I biesseq of
the Lord because of my baving come
up hito this land, agrecable to the
commandments of God? Is my aye
eingle to His glory, and am I sepking
to Reep His commandments? These
ure the questions which arise in my
mind, Am I really enjoying this
promise and thie blessing, and om J
living 8o that I shall be worthy of &
contipuance of this blesaing?  [f J
am not, then why am I pot
and what excuse shall I give that
I am not recslving the blessing
that is hure promiaed? Waasg scgoun-
will 1 be able lo render of my steward-
sbip and the courae which I am pui-
aulng it this bleselog i8 not reajized
hy me in thls lagd unto which the
Lord has brought me? I bave come
here, what tor? I cawe here in my
childouod for the purpcose ol fiuding a
place vl eafcly, A piace of resi, a home,
somewhers where my head could lay
in peace, uudisturbed by the hand of
mabs and of violence. I came here in
fulttiment of the commmandments of
God. :

Iy ia true, this revelation, was given
in 1881. It had, perchance. at that
time refer¢vce direcl)y to the iand of
| Zivn ip Miassourd. Butit alsunpuliea to
lthlu laud with just the B21oe foros aud
libe snine con istency us it applied to




