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FROM THE MISSIONARY FIELDS

Conference ut Apls, Samoa,

Fadalli, Somoa, Oct. 26, 1898,

The following is a short account of
the seemi-anmual conference of the
Tuamosaga district, Island of Upoly,
held at Mabtawtu, necar Apia, Oct 22nd
and 23rd.

Conference meant much o most Lat-
ter-day Saints, but more o the Sa-
moan Elders than those who are not
laboring uwrder similar clrcumstances
can  weil Imagloe. A solitary Ilife
among the natives has a marked ten-
dency to make one appreciate ‘the as-
gockations of his fellow laborers. And
not ending there a conference scems to
act as an electric power plant, as ‘it

“were, i which both Saints and Elders

ape recharged wlith the spirit of thelr
bors and good feellngs and progress
are naturally resultamt.

Our late conference =t Matautil,
near Apla, in nowise fell short in this
respect, but indeed fulfllled the great-
eat anticlpations of Eker Wood and
the masy enthuysiastic of our Elders.
This situation is cemtrally locaked, so
that on the morning of the 22nd at our
first meating, there were no less than
two hundred and fifty Saints and
strangers pregent. The arrival of new
Elders ‘the day before increased gur
aumbers to an even elghteen. The
Elders present were E. J. Wood, presi-
dent; Barneat Wright, Wm. Jeppson,
Geo. Burnham, Jos. Quinney Jr.,, Wwm.
w. Winegar, Eugene Morris, Frank
Soderborg, Wm. Warsencrodt, Samuel
Stark, Edwin Smart and Brother and
Sister Clare W. Reld, with the new ar-
p-ivals, Brother and Slster Jed TPaylor,
Horace Fish, Edward W. Libtle, John
J. Roberts. .

Elder Wrlght apd the Sainls gave all
present & hearty reoeption, and ac-
commaodationa and plenty of food svere
provided for the three drys whlle we
were together. A characteristic natlve
hosapitality was manifest and went far
towards lending a good spirlt to the
pom ference,

in our meating there was nothing
lacking. We were blessed with large
audiences of attentive listeners. ang
the blessings of the Liond rwere show-
ared upon us. Many of the Blders are
experienced spakers in ‘the native
tongue and under ithe ‘influence of the
Spirit many principles of the Gospel
were exphtained im clearness, aAnd many

were the words o©f encouragement
offered, much to the edification of all
pregemt.

During Saturday and Sunday five
regular meetings and Yne session of
sunday schocl were held. The Sunday
sohool  program is wonthy of special
mentiom, as it would have done credit
o any class of children. The prograin
was rendered for the more part in Eng-
iish, and conslsted of Bible exerclses,
gtories, etc., as well as songs and reci-
stalttons. There were some hundred pu-
plis present, representing all  the
branches jn this conference, so that by
seeing the dress, deportment and ren-
ditkon of ithe different numhers one
could galn a good idea of the work ‘that
has been done by individual Eldera in
their school work. Neatneess In dress,
prder and precision fn the exerclees
were characteristic of each schocl. Al
present marveled at the plainness with
which ithe children spoke and sang.
Amd at the end 'the Elders as well as
the parents and chlldren, seemned justly
proud of thelr gix months’ labor in
sohool ecapaclty. But ane year and a
hdilf Trave passed since the first oteps
wenre taken [n 'this directlon; end when
we coneider that there are many who
can understand easy English conversa-
thone and are able to read and write
shont storles the prospects for the fu-
ture seem indeed fittering.

The statistics of baptlsm wand chil-
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dren blesged the past slx months shows
that the work of the Lord on Samoa 18
steadlly increasing. New members ara
bedng dally added bo our ranks and the
Elders are encouraged and will no
doubt go forward with lmereased ener-
gy the coming six months.
BSAMATI.

South West Virginla Conference.

Charleston, W. Va.,, Oct. 17, 1898.

Once more the Elders of our confer-
ence have had the privilege of meeting
together in a conference capacity. A
few days before the time Elder Wag-
staff notifted the Elders that conference
would be held at Two Mile, Kanawho
county, on the 15th and 16th of the
month. Then began the march forward
to the place of happy meeting, where
w'e arrived the evening before.

Saturday morming at 10.30 found us
all in ocur places.

Elder A. P. Kelser presided. After
the usual opening exercdses Brother
Kesler stated that he would Hke o hear
from all the Elders during conference,
and hoped all would have an enjoyable
time. .

At the ciose of the afterncen Sedsion
it was announced that Priesthood meet-
ing wwould convene directly after the
close. Meeting began at 4:30 continulng
about three hours, which passed very
rapidly.

The Elders all gave tn their reports
for the last six months which were
favorable in most every way. The con-
ference was fouhd to be in a flourishing
condition.

After the reports were all givem in
Elder Kesler gave us many valuable
instructons in regard to our labors.

Before the close of the meeting, Elder
Benjanmin Fullmer, in behalf of the El-
ders, presented- our conferemce presi-
dent, Elder J. €. Wagstaff, who had
just been released to return home, with
a watch charm, as a small token of re-
apect and gratitude.

We all ¥in in wishing Brother Wag-
ataff A safe journey home.

He has had the privilege after fili-
ing an honorable misston of 28 months.

Long before the time of commencing
Yunday morning the house was filled
with people anxiocusly walting for the
annmouncement of the hymn. The time
was taken up by a few of the Elders
who spoke upon the varlous prinelples
of the Gospel.

At the close of the meeting Brother
T esler made publicly the announcement
that the conference president was re-
leased and that Elder J. Ernest Dewey
had been apponted to succeed him. He
also stated that the Poca and Two
Milee branches Were disorganized and
that Elders J. E. Dewey and Norman
Hayes had been appointed to preside
vver them.

The Elders' appintments are as fol-
lows:

J. E. Dewey and N. N. Hayes, Char-
leston, W. Va,

Benjamin Fullmer and M. A. Ross,
winfield. Putnam Co., W. Va.

B. R. Wllson and Q. Z. Davis, Jenks,
Lincoln Co., W. Va,

Thomas Preston, Knova, Wayne Co.,
W. Va,

D. €. Hliggins and Jos, Hyer, Law-
son, Raleigh Co., W. Va,

J. I. Hardy and J. L. McConkie, Mt.
Hope. Fayatte Co., W. Va.

L. W. Bhemer and E. 8. Winn, Craigs-
ville, Nlehols Co., W. Va.

W. A. Roberts and W. C. Fleld.
Oceana, Wyoming Co., W. Va.

J. W. Reed and L. . Rowbury, As-
surance, Monroe Co., W. Va.

i At the afternoon meeting the lLiouse

seats were added by Lhe Saints, but we

could not accommodate all who came.

The ttme was mostly taken up by Elder
A. P. Kesler upen the different princi-
'ples of the Qospel, If may be said to
the credit of the Saints and people in

was filled {¢ overflowing. A number o!l

general that they performed their parts
wel] in providing for all who attended.
The Monday following most all of the
Elders =tarted for thelr flelds of labor.
Hawving a renewed dectermaintion to go
forward and perform thelr datles.
Your brethren in -the Goapel,
J. E. DEWEY, President.
NORMAN HAYBS, Clerk,

A Migslonary'a Experience.

On the 2nd day of April last, I left
Sait Lake City to fill a mission to Great
Britain. I landed in Liverpool on the
2Ist of April and on the 22nd was sent
to travel jn the Scottish Conference. I
arrived in Glasgow on the 23rd and was
appolpnted to travel in the Fife distriet,
landing there on the 24th, I began my
missjonary labors the week following.

People in 8sotlund are very kind and
hospitable. It is a flne country to
preach in, but the air is damp and fog-
EY. DBefore the month of July I con-
tracted a severe cold, by which I was
almost unable to pursue my labors.
The trouble continued to Increase till
I was loosing the power of my lower
limbs, and breathing became most dif-
fieult. On the 15th of August I was
jodned by a young Elder from Salt
Lake City, Jogeph H. Wickens, a very
pleasant companion. When able we
would travel, preach and converse and
tract, We could see good results from
our labors. About the end of Septem-
ber our late Bro. Muir (who died in
Lochgelly) was sent to assist me for
some time at least. The day he came
to Dunfermline (Tuesday) I was not
able to go and met him (though only
eight miles) But Bro. Wickens went,
and I went on Sunday morning and
met Bro. Mulr at meeting. That day
my release was !n the Star of the 2nd
of QOctober. I turned over everything
to the brethren.

Bro. Muir was giclk on the morn-
ing I left (the 6th of Oct.) but I thought
it only transltory. but he gradually
ot worse till dying on the 20th.

Bince I came home I have very llttle
recovered. I can hardly move around.
To all Elders that assited me on my
journey home I tender my sincere

thanks,
ROBERT McKINLEY.
Teton, Fremont County, Idaho, Nov.
17, 1898.

Th Work In Ssmon.

The Gnitial conference of the Atua
district convened at the village of
Salani, Faleallii, Upolu, Samoa. Sat-
urday, October 8th, 1898, under very pe-
culiar conditlons. The only man wi th
any degree of authority, Leasld by
name. baptized there and upon whom
dependence was placed to recelve and
care for the Saints amd Elderd, was
away; hence we found on entering the
village with eome £0-Saints, a spititual
coolness that suggested the regions of
the Arctic Circle rather than the equa-
tor. This at first seemed B8 though it
would mar our longed for spititual
feast and terminate unegatiafactory to
the matives bult as our meetings con-
tinued im the large village house se-
cured for the occasion by our few
Salnis there, our supplications to Him
were heard and the villagers seemed
rather to warm d¢oward wuws so that
by Monday morning, the time for dis-
banding, all prondounced lour comfer-
ence a perfect success and Qur natlve
Saints returned to thelr homes with =
spirit of unity and love for the El-
ders that they have never known be-

Those present from Utah were Ilder
Ed. J. Wood. Geo. B. Burnham, Wm.
Jeppson, Wm: Winegar, Conferencs
President G. C. Spllsbury, Edw. Smart,
‘A, H. Archibald, Jno. T. Roberts, E.
Morris. Jos. R. Witbeck and wife, and



